
Book of Mormon Commentary  Moroni 3 

Moroni 3:1 

Called Priests and Teachers 

 President Joseph Fielding Smith explained: “There were no Levites who accompanied Lehi 

to the Western Hemisphere.  Under these conditions the Nephites officiated by virtue of the 

Melchizedek Priesthood from the days of Lehi to the days of the appearance of our Savior among 

them.  It is true that Nephi “consecrated Jacob and Joseph” that they should be priests and 

teachers over the land of the Nephites, but the fact that the plural terms priests and teachers were 

used indicates that this was not a reference to the definite office in the priesthood in either case, 

but it was a general assignment to teach, direct, and admonish the people.  Otherwise the terms 

priests and teachers would have been given, in the singular… 

 “When the Savior came to the Nephites, he established the Church in its fullness among 

them, and he informed them that former things had passed away, for they were all fulfilled in 

him.  He gave the Nephites all the authority of the priesthood which we exercise today.  

Therefore we are justified in the belief that not only was the fullness of the Melchizedek 

Priesthood conferred, but also the Aaronic, just as we have it in the Church today; and this 

Aaronic Priesthood remained with them from this time until, through wickedness, all priesthood 

ceased.  We may be assured that in the days of Moroni the Nephites did ordain teachers and 

priests in the Aaronic Priesthood; but before the visit of the Savior they officiated in the 

Melchizedek Priesthood.” 

Answers to Gospel Questions 1:124, 126.) 

 

Moroni 3:4 

Holy Ghost 

The Holy Ghost ratifies all ordinances and covenants. 

D&C 132:7 

 

 A man may properly wire his house for electricity, observing the code most carefully.  Still, 

if the power company refuses to connect the house to the power source, the lights and heat will 

not function in the house.  A man can turn switches on in every room, and still there would be no 

power source for the house.  Similarly, for the priesthood to be conferred, the person doing the 

ordaining must have the necessary power from the Lord.  And this power is conveyed to another 

person only when the one ordaining has permission to do so. 

 The Prophet Joseph Smith spoke of the role of the Holt Ghost in performing ordinations: 

 “We believe in the gift of the Holy Ghost being enjoyed now, as much as it was in the 

Apostles’ days; we believe that it [the gift of the Holy Ghost] is necessary to make and to 

organize the Priesthood, that no man can be called to fill any office in the ministry without it; we  

 

also believe in prophecy, in tongues, in visions, and in revelations, in gifts, and in healings; and 

that these things cannot be enjoyed without the gift of the Holy Ghost” Teachings of the Prophet 

Joseph Smith, p. 243). 

BYU Book of Mormon Student Manual 1996, p. 144. 
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 President Joseph Fielding Smith taught:  “The Spirit of God speaking to the spirit of man has 

power to impart truth with greater effect and understanding than the truth can be imparted by 

personal contact even with heavenly beings.  Through the Holy Ghost the truth is woven into the 

very fiber and sinews of the body so that it cannot be forgotten. 

Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [1954-56], 1:47-48. 
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