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Moroni 2:1-3 
  
 While in every instance the Nephite twelve are spoken of as disciples, the fact remains that 
they had been endowed with divine authority to be special witnesses for Christ among their own 
people.  Therefore, they were virtually apostles to the Nephite race, although their jurisdiction 
was, as revealed to Nephi, eventually to be subject to the authority and jurisdiction of Peter and 
the twelve chosen in Palestine.  (see 1 Nephi 12:8-10).  According to the definition prevailing in 
the world an apostle is a witness for Christ, or one who evangelizes a certain nation or people.  
“A zealous advocate of a doctrine or cause.”  Therefore, the Nephite twelve became apostles, as 
special witnesses, just as did Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdry in the Dispensation of the Fulness 
of Times. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 1:121-122. 
 
  

 God is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  When ever there has been priesthood, keys, 
and servants of the Lord authorized to proclaim the everlasting gospel and administer in its 
ordinances, there also has been the Church—the earthly kingdom of God.  Perhaps Moroni, in 
writing to his latter-day readers, is showing that the foundational principles upon which the 
Nephite Church was built are the same today and in all generations.  These verses also testify 
that the Nephite Church organized by the Savior himself operated under the power and authority 
of the Melchizedek Priesthood.  It is by this higher priesthood that the gift of the Holy Ghost can 
be conferred upon people who have entered the Church through proper baptism.  In discussing 
the practices and principles that governed the Nephite Church, there is probably good reason 
why Moroni first records the disciples being empowered to confer the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
The Holy Ghost and its accompanying gifts are imperative to the operation of the priesthood and 
the work of the Church.  “We believe in the gift of the Holy Ghost being enjoyed now, as much 
as it was in the Apostles’ days,” the Prophet Joseph Smith declared.  “We believe that it [the gift 
of the Holy Ghost] is necessary to make and to organize the Priesthood, that no man can be 
called to fill any office in the ministry without it; we also believe in prophecy, in tongues, in 
visions, and in revelations, in gifts, and in healings; and that these things cannot be enjoyed 
without the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Teachings, p. 243.) 
Robert Millet and Brent Top, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, pp. 322-323. 
  

Moroni 2:2 
 Ye shall call on the Father in my name, in mighty prayer; and after ye have done this ye 
shall have power. 
Priesthood power is governed by principles of faith and righteousness (see D&C 121:36).  In 
order to properly represent the Lord in any priesthood capacity, the priesthood holder must be a 
pure and worthy receptacle of the Spirit of the Lord.  It is only through personal preparation by 
worthy living and seeking the guidance of the Spirit in mighty prayer that a priesthood holder 
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will be empowered with divine utterance in speaking for and in behalf of the Lord in all 
priesthood blessings and ordinances. 
Ibid., p. 323 
 
Blessings of the Holy Ghost 
D&C 88:137 
 137 And ye are called to do this by prayer and thanksgiving, as the Spirit shall give utterance 
in all your doings in the house of the Lord, in the school of the prophets, that it may become a 
sanctuary, a tabernacle of the Holy Spirit to your edification. 
 
John 14:26 
 26 But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you. 
 
Moroni 10:5 
 5 And by the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things. 
 
Galatians 5:22 
 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith. 
 
Alma 5:46 
 46 Behold, I say unto you they are made known unto me by the Holy Spirit of God.  Behold, 
I have fasted and prayed many days that I might know these things of myself.  And now I do 
know of myself that they are true; for the Lord God hath made them manifest unto me by his 
Holy Spirit, and this is the spirit of revelation which is in me. 
 
2 Nephi 32:5 
 5 For behold, again I say unto you that if ye will enter in by the way, and receive the Holy 
Ghost, it will show unto you all things what ye should do. 
 
Romans 8:26 
 26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. 
 
Acts 9:31 
 31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were 
edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied. 
1 Nephi 10:19 
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 19 For he that diligently seeketh shall find; and the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto 
them, by the power of the Holy Ghost, as well in these times as in times of old, and as in times to 
come; wherefore, the course of the Lord is one eternal round. 
 
Moroni 2:6 
Importance of Ordinances 
 Being born again comes by the Spirit of God through ordinances. 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 162 

  
 Good conduct without the ordinances of the gospel will neither redeem nor exalt mankind; 
covenants and ordinances are essential. 
Boyd K. Packer, Conference Report, Oct. 1984, p. 105. 
 

 Ordinances and covenants become our credentials for admission into His presence.  To 
worthily receive them is the quest of a lifetime; to keep them thereafter is the challenge of 
mortality. 
Boyd K. Packer, Conference Report, Apr. 1987, 27; or Ensign, May 1987, 24. 

   
Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles explained the relationship that exists 
between our Father in Heaven, our families, and the ordinances we participate in: “The ultimate 
Latter-day Saint priorities are twofold: First, we seek to understand our relationship to God the 
Eternal Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, and to secure that relationship by obtaining their saving 
ordinances and by keeping our personal covenants.  Second, we seek to understand our 
relationship to our family members and to secure those relationships by the ordinances… and by 
keeping the covenants we make… These relationships, secured in the way I explained, provide 
eternal blessings available in no other way.  No combination of science, success, property, pride, 
prominence, or power can provide these eternal blessings!” 
In Conference Report, Apr. 2001, 110; or Ensign, May 2001, 84 

 

 Why should ordinances be so important?... 
 First, God has commanded them… (D&C 52: 15-16). 
 Second, ordinances are the legal means for orderly accomplishments of stated purposes… 
 Third, ordinances are effective teaching symbols that clearly portray what is happening.  The 
ordinance of baptism is a perfect example… The burial in the water symbolizes the burying of 
the man of sin in a watery grave.  The rising of the person from immersion in water is analogous 
to the dead rising from an earthly grave. The rising or resurrection is to a new life—a spiritual 
life.  As we wash away our sins in a watery grave and bury the man of sin in a watery tomb, so  
 
 
we come forth to a new, spiritual life, cleansed and forgiven through the sacred ordinance of 
baptism. 
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 Fourth, ordinances serve as witnesses to spiritual agreements between God and man. 
Robert E. Parsons, Studies in Scripture, ed. by Kent Jackson [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1988], 287-288. 
 

 Ordinances performed by proper authority and received worthily provide access to all the 
blessings made possible through the Savior’s atoning sacrifice. 
David Bednar, Power to Become, p. 73. 

 
     THE POWER OF GODLINESS 
 An ordinance is a sacred, formal act performed by the authority of the priesthood.  Some 
ordinances are essential to our exaltation: these are called saving ordinances.  They include 
baptism (see Matthew 3:16; Doctrine and Covenants 20:72-74), confirmation (see Doctrine and 
Covenants 20:68; 33:15), ordination to the Melchizedek Priesthood for men (see Doctrine and 
Covenant 84:6-16; 107:41-52), the temple endowment (see Doctrine and Covenants 132:19-20).  
With each of these ordinances, we enter into solemn covenants with the Lord. 
 Ordinances help us learn and remember who we are as children of God; they also remind us 
of our spiritual responsibilities and duties.  The Lord has provided ordinances to help us come 
unto Him and receive eternal life.  As we honor ordinances, He strengthens us. 
 Priesthood ordinances open the door and provide access to the power of godliness. 
 “And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries of 
the kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God. 
 “Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the power of godliness is manifest. 
 “And without the ordinances thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, the power of 
godliness is not manifest unto men in the flesh” (Doctrine and Covenants 84:19-21). 
 The human mind and mortal languages simply cannot define accurately or adequately the 
meaning of the scriptural phrase, “the power of godliness.”  But the totality of the blessings of 
the Atonement—redemption from sin; strength to do and to become good; the spiritual gift of 
personal peace; the compensating capacities that help us face disappointment, injustice, 
unfairness, inequity, and so much more—certainly constitute at least a portion of the power of 
godliness. 
Ibid, p.75-76. 
 

 Priesthood ordinances constitute the channel through which the power of godliness and the 
blessings of the Atonement of Jesus Christ can flow into our lives.  An ordinance is a sacred 
physical act with symbolic meaning, such as baptism, confirmation, or the sacrament.  The 
Lord’s work is a labor of love focused upon hearts, covenants, and priesthood ordinances. 
 Obedience to gospel principles and ordinances frees a person from the spiritual bondage of 
sin (see John 8:31-36).  As President Gordon B. Hinckley explained, “True freedom lies in 
obedience to the counsel of God… The gospel is not a philosophy of repression, as so many 
regard it.  It is a plan of freedom that gives discipline to appetite and direction to behavior” (“A 
Principal with a Promise,” 521…. 
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 President David O. McKay succinctly summarized the role of priesthood ordinances and 
willing obedience upon the power to become. “What is the crowning glory of man in this earth 
so far as his individual achievement is concerned?  It is character—character developed through 
obedience to the laws of life as revealed through the gospel of Jesus Christ, who came that we 
might have life and have it more abundantly [see John 10:10].  Man’s chief concern in life 
should not be the acquiring of gold, or of fame, or of material possessions.  It should not be the 
development of physical prowess, nor intellectual strength, but his aim, the highest in life, should 
be the development of a Christ-like character” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: David O. McKay, 

220). 
 

 Keep the commandments; keep the commandments! 
 In this there is safety; in this there is peace. 
 He will send blessings; He will send blessings. 
 Words of a prophet: Keep the commandments, 
 In this there isw safety and peace. 
 (“Keep the Commandments, “ Hymn, no 303) 
Ibid, 97-98. 
                                                          


