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 Born and raised in a society that was steeped in the death throes of wickedness (Mormon 
2:13-15), Moroni proved that an individual can “Stand for Truth and Righteousness” regardless 
of the conditions of the world.  Indeed, in a thankful father’s tribute to his righteous son, 
Mormon said, “My son, I recommend thee unto God” (Moroni 9:22). 
 Moroni was the last of the Nephite record keepers, having received the plates from his father 
(Words of Mormon 1:1; Mormon 8:1).  He translated and abridged the record of the Jaredites 
(Ether 1:1-2) and added his own writings (Mormon 8-9; Moroni 1-6, 10; Title Page) to complete 
the Book of Mormon.  He hid the plates in the hill known as Cumorah.  Centuries later, as a 
resurrected messenger sent from God, he delivered them into the hands of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith (Joseph Smith – History 1:27-60). 
 Moroni served as a military leader under the direction of his father, striving to defend a 
people whose survival could not be assured because of their wickedness.  He, like his father, also 
sought to bring the people to repentance in spite of their resistance.  Indeed, Mormon had 
emphasized the need to never give up on trying to change the hearts of their wayward neighbors: 
 “And now, my beloved son, notwithstanding their hardness, let us labor diligently; for if we 
should cease to labor, we should be brought under condemnation; for we have a labor to 
perform” (Moroni 9:6). 
 As one of the few surviving Nephites, Moroni faced a number of pivotal points near the end 
of his life.  The plight of his loneliness is expressed in his lament, “I am alone, My father hath 
been slain in battle, and all my kinfolk, and I have not friends nor whither to go” (Mormon 8:5).  
His commitment to Christ was evidenced in the statement that the Laminates “put to death every 
Nephite that will not deny the Christ.  And I, Moroni, will not deny the Christ; wherefore, I 
wander whithersoever I can for the safety of mine own life” (Moroni 1:2-3). 
 Moroni is a wonderful example of one who put his time to good use.  Rather than spending 
his final days pining, dwelling on his unfavorable circumstances, he chose to add to his 
contributions to the Book of Mormon.  Without Moroni’s diligence we would have suffered a 
tragic loss of valuable, inspiring scripture. 
 Some fourteen hundred years later, then as a resurrected being, he appeared to the teenager 
Joseph Smith and began the tutoring that led to the translation and publication of the book that 
has brought millions to Christ  (Joseph Smith—History 1:27-54). 
Who’s Who – A Book of Mormon Ready Reference, Hout W. Brewster, pp. 142-143. 
 
 The Lord “committed the keys of the record of the stick of Ephraim” Moroni (D&C 27:5).  
He thus became the principal figure in the transmission of the record to this dispensation as well 
as the protector of the record itself.  Moroni was “the last Nephite prophet in the Book of 
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Mormon (circa A.D. 421).  Just before Mormon’s death, he delivered a historical record called 
the plates of Mormon to his son Moroni (W of M 1:1).  Moroni finished compiling the plates of 
Mormon.  He added chapters 8 and 9 to the book of Mormon (Morm. 8:1).  He abridged and 
included the book of Ether (Ether 1:1-2) and added his own book called the book of Moroni 
(Moro. 1:1-4).  Moroni sealed up the plates and hid them in the hill Cumorah (Morm. 9:14; 
Moro. 10:2).  In 1823 Moroni was sent as a resurrected being to reveal the Book of Mormon to 
Joseph Smith (JS—H 1:30-42; D&C 27:5).  He instructed the young prophet each year from 
1823 to 1827 (JS—H 1:54) and finally delivered the plates to him in 1827 (JS—H 1:59).  After 
completing the translation Joseph Smith returned the plates to Moroni”  (Guide to the Scriptures, 
“Moroni Son of Mormon”). 
BYU Book of Mormon Student Manual 2003 p. 382 
 
 Of all the characters who walk the pages of the Book of Mormon, none stands a greater hero, 
save Jesus only, than does Moroni, son of Mormon… 
 Who can sense the depth of his pain, the poignant loneliness that constantly overshadowed 
him as he moved about, a fugitive relentlessly hunted by his enemies?  For how long he actually 
was alone we do not know, but the record would indicate that it was for a considerable period.  
His conversation was prayer to the Lord.  His companion was the Holy Spirit.  There were 
occasions when the Three Nephites ministered to him.  But with all of this, there is an element of 
terrible tragedy in the life of this man who became a lonely wanderer… 
 Terrible was Moroni’s ordeal in life as he witnessed the decay of his civilization and the total 
destruction of his people.  Terrible was his loneliness as we wandered, a fugitive, the last of his 
race.  Glorious has been his return to earth as a resurrected being, a testament to this and 
succeeding generations of the truths of the ancient record, and of its validity for us and all people 
as another witness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, “Moroni,” taken from Heroes from the Book of Mormon, p. 195-200. 
 
 At a meeting at Spanish Fork, Utah Co., in the winter of 1896, Brother Higginson stated in 
my presence that Thomas E. Marsh told him that the Prophet Joseph Smith told him (Thomas B. 
Marsh, he being then President of the Twelve), that he became very anxious to know something 
of the fate of Moroni, and in answer to prayer the Lord gave Joseph a vision, in which appeared a 
wild country and on the scene was Moroni after whom were six Indians in pursuit; he stopped 
and one of the Indians stepped forward and measure swords with him.  Moroni smote him and he 
fell dead; another Indian advanced and contended with him; this Indian also fell by his sword; a 
third Indian then stepped forth and met the same fate; a fourth afterwards contended with him, 
but in the struggle with the fourth, Moroni, being exhausted, was killed.  Thus ended the life of 
Moroni. 
Evans, Charles David, “The Fate of Moroni, 1897.”  Archives Division, Church Historical Department, Salt Lake 
City UT. 
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 In those early and perilous times, our men were few, and our resources limited.  Poverty was 
among the most potent enemies we had to encounter; yet our arms were successful; and it may 
not be amiss to ask here, by whose power victory so often perched on our banner?  It was by the 
agency of that same angel of God that appeared unto joseph Smith, and revealed to him the 
history of the early inhabitants of this country, whose mounds, bones, and remains of towns, 
cities, and fortifications speak from the dust in the ears of the living with the voice of undeniable 
truth.  This same angel presides over the destinies of America, and feels a lively interest in all 
our doings.  He was in the camp of Washington; and by an invisible band, led on our fathers to 
conquest and victory; and all this to open and prepare the way for the Church and kingdom of 
God to be established on the western hemisphere, for the redemption of Israel and the salvation 
of the world. 
 This same angel was with Columbus, and gave him deep impressions, by dreams and by 
visions, respecting this New World.  Trammeled by poverty and by an unpopular cause, yet his 
persevering and unyielding heart would not allow an obstacle in his way too great for him to 
overcome; and the angel of God helped him—was with him on the stormy deep, calmed the 
troubled elements, and guided his frail vessel to the desired haven.  Under the guardianship of 
this same angel, or Prince of America, have the United States grown, increased, and flourished, 
like the sturdy oak by the rivers of water. 
 To what point have the American arms been directed since the Declaration of our National 
Independence and proven unsuccessful?  Not one! 
Elder Orson Hyde, Celebration of the 4th of July, Delivered in the Tabernacle in SLC, July 4, 1854, Journal of 
Discourses, 6:362. 
 
 On one occasion my father shared with us an account which Thomas Jefferson once gave 
concerning the Declaration of Independence: 
 “On that day of our nation’s birth in the little hall of Philadelphia, debate had raged for hours.  
The men gathered there were honorable men hard-pressed by a king who had flouted the very 
laws they were willing to obey.  Even so, to sign a declaration of independence was such an 
irretrievable act that the walls resounded with the words treason, the gallows, the headman’s 
axe, and the issue remained in doubt.    
 “Then a man rose and spoke.  Jefferson described him as not a young man, but one who had 
to summon all his energy for an impassioned plea.  He cited the grievances that had brought 
them to this moment, and finally, his voice failing, he said, ‘They may turn every tree into a 
gallows, every home into a grave, and yet words of that parchment can never die.  To the 
mechanic in the workshop, they will speak hope; to the slave in the mines, freedom.  Sign that 
parchment.  Sign if the next moment the noose is around your neck, for the parchment will be the 
textbook of freedom, the Bible of the rights of man forever.’ 
 “He fell back exhausted.  The fifty-six delegates, swept up by his eloquence, rushed forward 
and signed a document destined to be as immortal as a work of man can be. When they turned to  
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thank him for his timely oratory, he was not to be found, nor could any be found who knew who 
he was or how he had come in or gone out through the locked and guarded doors.” 
Paul H. Dunn, The Light of Liberty, p. 23-24. 
 
The Prophecies of Moroni 
 As the Lord unfolded the events in this last dispensation to him, Moroni recorded them upon 
the plates. 
The following list comprises Moroni’s prophecies contained in the last three books within the 
Book of Mormon: 

1. No one shall have the plates to get financial gain even though the plates contain a considerable 
amount of gold (Mormon 8:14). 

2. Whoever brings the plates to light will be blessed of the Lord (vv14,15). 
3. The golden plates shall be brought out of darkness and will shine forth by the power of God 

(v26). 
4. In the day the plates are revealed it will be taught that miracles are done away (v 26). 
5. The plates shall come as one will speak from the dead. (v 26). 
6. The era in which the plates will come forth will be troubled by secret combinations and works of 

darkness. (v 27). 
7. The book will come forth at a time that the power of God is denied (v 28). 
8. Churches will be defiled because of pride (v28). 
9. Church leaders and teachers will envy those who belong to their churches (Mormon 8:28-37). 
10. There will be great destruction, e.g. fires, tempests and vapors of smoke, in foreign lands (v 29). 
11. There will be wars and rumors of wars and earthquakes in divers locations (v 30). 
12. There will be great pollutions upon the face of the earth, e.g., murders, robbing, lying, deceivings, 

whoredoms, and all manner of abominations. It will be taught that God will uphold such at the 
last day (v 31). 

13. Sins will be forgiven for money (v 32). 
14. Very fine apparel will be a mark of the day because of pride and all manner of iniquities (v 36. 
15. Every church has become polluted because of pride (v 36). 
16. They love their money, substance, fine apparel and the adorning of their churches more than they 

love the poor and the needy, the sick and afflicted (v 37). 
17. When the Lord comes, the earth shall be rolled as a scroll and the elements shall melt with fervent 

heat (9:2). 
18. “This is a choice land, and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall be free from bondage… 

captivity, and from all other nations… if they will serve the God of the land, who is Jesus 
Christ…” (Ether 2:12). 

19. The future translator (Joseph Smith) may be privileged to “show the plates unto those who shall 
assist to bring forth this work” (5:1-5). 

20. Three witnesses shall be shown the plates by the power of God (vv 1-5). 
21. Three sets of witnesses: the three witnesses, the eight witnesses, and the Godhead, shall all stand 

as a testimony against the world at the last day who reject this work (v 4). 
22. Whatever nation shall uphold secret combinations until they get power and gain and spread over 

that nation shall be destroyed (8:22). 
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23. Moroni prophesied of a specific wicked combination in the last days that would attempt to 
overthrow the freedom of all lands. It will bring to pass destruction (Ether 8:25). 

24. The Lamanites shall receive the Holy Ghost (Moroni 10:1-7). 
25. Moroni shall be at the judgment bar of God where God shall ask the world’s inhabitants, “Did I 

not declare my words unto you, which were written by this man?” (Moroni 10:27). 
Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds, Fourth Nephi through Moroni: From Zion to Destruction, p. 
239-241. 
 
 So against the dark backdrop of the unspeakable wickedness and savagery that constitutes 
the final scene of the Book of Mormon, we see a powerful and loving portrait of a righteous 
mortal father and his son—who tragically is not survived by posterity of his own, making his 
work of completing and sealing the Book of Mormon all the more magnanimous.  For his 
record was directed not to his own posterity as were most of the scriptural records of the 
past—but rather to his kinsmen of the house of Israel, that they, as Moroni wrote on the title 
page, may know “what great things the Lord hath done for their fathers,” including “the 
covenants” to be fulfilled in the latter days.  Moroni also directed his record to all humanity, 
to convince them “that JESUS is the CHRIST,” in order that, as Mormon had written, they 
may become children of Christ.  Childless himself, Moroni invites all to become children of 
Christ. 
 All in all, Moroni’s contribution was significant and substantial enough that when the 
Lord sent a messenger to introduce young Joseph Smith to the record, that messenger was 
Moroni.  In retrospect, as the mortal Moroni finished the sacred record, his significant 
contribution to and care for the record probably could have warranted calling the record by 
his own name.  But as the final tribute to his father and final memorial to the love of a son for 
his father, the record was called the Book of Mormon. 
E. Douglas Clark and Robert S. Clark, Fathers and Sons in the Book of Mormon, pp.250-251 
 
Men changed for Christ will be captained by Christ… 
Not only would they die for the Lord, but more important they want to live for Him. 
Moroni was willing to live for Christ thirty-six lonely years (see Mormon 6:5; Moroni 10:1) 
 
Moroni was written 15-35 years after the Battle at Cumorah 
 
 That perhaps they may be of worth unto my brethren the Lamanites, in some future 
day!  Moroni’s impression that his words and this sacred record would be a unique benefit to 
the latter-day Lamanites is similar to Enos’s desire and the Lord’s promise to him (see Enos 
1:13, 16).  Other Book of Mormon prophets also prophesied of the great day when the 
Lamanites would come unto the Lord in faith on account of this record (see 2 Nephi 3:15; 
Alma 37:19; Mormon 7:8-10; Ether 12:22).  In the title page to the Book of Mormon the first 
group of people that is identified as the target audience of this record is the Lamanites.  It is 
intended to show them “what great things the Lord hath done for their fathers; and that they 
may know the covenants of the Lord, that they are not cast off forever.”  In these last days 
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the Lord has declared that the Book of Mormon is the fulfillment of these earlier prophecies 
and promises, and that “for this very purpose are these plates preserved, which contain these 
records—that the promises of the Lord might be fulfilled, which he made to his people; and 
that the Lamanites might come to the knowledge of their fathers, and that they may believe 
the gospel and rely upon the merits of Jesus Christ, and be glorified through faith in his 
name, and that through their repentance they might be saved” (D&C 3:19-20). 
Robert Millet and Brent Top, Doctrinal Commentary of the Book of Mormon, pp. 321-322. 

 


