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     Creating Zion 
 
 
  
 Civilizations rise as their people comply with the laws upon which prosperity, success, and 
happiness depend.  These laws God revealed in the beginning and, through His prophets, He has 
repeated them in every dispensation since. 
 Civilizations have flourished as long as these laws are obeyed.  Civilizations pass away when 
these laws are completely disregarded. 
 Beginning in the days of Adam, and in every gospel dispensation since, the Lord has warned 
the inhabitants of the earth that their continued violation of the laws of righteousness, which he 
has revealed, would bring on their destruction… 
 Jerusalem was destroyed and its inhabitants were scattered throughout the earth because their 
rejection of God’s laws of righteous living… 
 In America two great civilizations, the Jaredite and the Nephite, were completely annihilated 
because of their rejection of the laws of righteousness which God revealed to them. 
 In both cases, the Lord, through his prophets, pointed out their iniquities, warned them, and 
predicted their destruction if they did not repent.  This they did not do.  Consequently they were 
totally destroyed. 
Marion G. Romney, “The Tragic Cycle,” Ensign, Nov. 2977, p. 14. 
  
 There is but one way these impending calamities can be avoided, and that way is repentance. 
 You know and I know that the inhabitants of the earth are steeped in sin and iniquity and that 
they are sinking deeper into the mire every day. 
 But—and this is the glorious message—the Lord not only gave the warnings; He also 
revealed anew the means by which the ominous calamities may be averted. 
 He has revealed anew the same simple truths He taught Adam and Eve in the beginning.  
Collectively, these teachings constitute the principles, doctrines, and ordinances of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ which begins with a knowledge of and faith in God our Eternal Father in heaven and 
Jesus Christ His Only Begotten Son in the flesh, our Savior and Redeemer.  They include the 
truth that the inhabitants of the earth, God’s offspring, are in mortality for the purpose of being 
proved to see if they will keep the commandments of God. 
 These commandments are not arbitrary edicts of a vindictive tyrant.  They but set forth the 
laws and ordinances which produce—as a matter of cause and effect—peace, success, and 
happiness.  Rejection of and disobedience to them has in the past always brought, and will 
continue to bring, failure and disaster as a natural consequence. 
 The closing of the tragic cycle by the coming of the foreboding calamities can be averted if 
the inhabitants of the earth will repent, believe, and have faith in God as our Heavenly Father, in 
His Son Jesus Christ as our Redeemer, and will conform to their teachings.  A good beginning 
would be to obey the commandments God gave to the children of Israel through Moses… 
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 If the inhabitants of the earth will obey these commandments and, in addition, strive with full 
purpose of heart to comply with the words of Jesus to “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” and “love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matt. 22:37, 39)  
The predicted calamities can be prevented.  But only in this manner can the closing of the tragic 
cycle in our day be averted. 
Marion G. Romney, “The Tragic Cycle,” p. 16 
 
 Ether saw the future glory of Zion when the Savior would come to it. It is your privilege to 
live in the day when that vision may be realized.  The promise is yours as you do your part in 
righteousness.  Though the future holds much of anguish, the faithful saints of God have little to 
fear.  President Marion G. Romney put it this way: 
 “I hope we are familiar with these words of the Lord [D&C 45] and with his predictions 
concerning other coming events, such as the building of the New Jerusalem and the redemption 
of the old, the return of Enoch’s Zion and Christ’s millennial reign. 
 “Not only do I hope that we are familiar with these coming events; I hope also that we keep 
the vision of them continually before our minds.  This I do because upon a knowledge of them, 
and an assurance of their reality and a witness that each of us may have part therein, rests the 
efficacy of Christ’s admonition, ‘be not troubled.’ 
 “It has always been faith in a lofty goal and confidence that it may be attained  that have held 
people on the rugged course to high attainment.  It was the assurance that they could obtain the 
land flowing with ‘milk and honey’ that held Moses to the task of leading Israel through the 
wilderness.  It was faith that they could obtain the ‘land choice above all others’ (see 1 Ne. 2:20) 
that led Lehi and his colony through the desert and across the sea.  It was the vision of Zion as it 
shall yet be that sustained the pioneers as they trudged across the plains.  Paul says that even 
Jesus himself endured the cross ‘for the joy that was set before him.’ (Heb. 12.2) 
 If we are to remain on course through the stresses of the rising storm, it is imperative that we 
have a similar sustaining and motivating goal,” (CR, Oct. 1966, p. 52) 
 Elder Bruce R. McConkie offered the same kind of counsel: 
 “We can rest assured that if we have don e all in our power to prepare for whatever lies 
ahead, he will then help us with whatever else we need… 
 “We do not say that all of the Saints will be spared and saved from the coming day of 
desolation.  But we do say there is no promise of safety and no promise of security except for 
those who love the Lord and who are seeking to do all that he commands. 
 “It may be, for instance, that nothing except the power of faith and the authority of the 
priesthood can save individuals and congregations from the atomic holocausts that surely shall 
be. 
 “And so we raise the warning voice and say: ‘Take heed; prepare; watch and be ready.  There 
is no security in any course except the course of obedience and conformity and righteousness.” 
(Ensign, “Stand Independent above All Creatures,” May 1979, p. 93.) 
BYU Book of Mormon Student Manual p. 504-505. 
 

3 



Book of Mormon Commentary  Creating Zion 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 


