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Ether 15:1-2 
Battle Casualties 
 Millions of people died before Coriantumr admitted that Ether had spoken the truth to him, 
but by then it was too late.  To provide some perspective of the magnitude of the slaughter 
among Coriantumr’s people, we note that at the time Ether approached him with a solution to 
save people, Coriantumr presided over a kingdom numbering millions of inhabitants.  The record 
says that “there had been slain two millions of mighty men, and also their wives and their 
children” (Ether 15:2).  If even half of these men were married and the average family size 
included a wife and only two or three children, there would have been six to eight million people 
in his kingdom.  From the American Revolutionary War through the Vietnam conflict (including 
the Civil War)—wars that introduced weapons of mass destruction—“only 652,769 Americans 
died on the battlefield compared to the millions killed in these final Jaredite struggles where the 
people died in hand-to-hand combat. 
Douglas Brinley, The Jaredites—a Case for Following the Prophets, p. 55 
 
Ether 15:11 
The Hill Ramah 
 Moroni notes that this hill, which was a sacred site to him, was the same Cumorah where his 
father, Mormon, had deposited the sacred plates.  We do not know whether this hill had any 
other significance to the Jaredites, but it may not be totally unreasonable to suggest that Ether, 
under the inspiration of the Lord, may have likewise secreted his plates away there in a similar 
manner as did Mormon (see verse 33). 
BOM Commentary, Vol. 4, p. 316 
 
Ether 15:19 
 Now the Lord has withdrawn His Spirit from the world.  Do not let this thought become 
confused in your minds. 
 The Spirit He has withdrawn from the world is not the Holy Ghost, for they never had it, but 
it is the light of truth, as the Spirit of Christ, which is given to every man that cometh into this 
world, as you find recorded in the 84th section of the Doctrine and Covenants, 
 Now because of the wickedness of the world that Spirit has been withdrawn; and when the 
Spirit of the Lord is not striving with man, the spirit of Satan is.  Therefore, we may be sure that 
the time spoken in the first section of the Doctrine and Covenants, wherein the Lord says: 
  For I am no respecter of persons, and will that all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; 
 the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the devil shall 
 have power over his own dominion. [D&C 1:35] 
 Peace has been taken from the earth.  The devil has power over his own dominion, and the 
Spirit of the Lord has been withdrawn. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, BYU Devotional Address, March 21, 1967. 
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Ether 15: 22 
Drunken with anger 
 When I was a boy and went to school, the schoolmaster used to come with a bundle of sticks 
about eight feet long, and one of the first things we expected was to get a whipping.  For 
anything that was not pleasing to him we would get a terrible thrashing.  What whipping I got 
then did not do me any good… Kindness, gentleness and mercy are better every way… Kind 
words are far better than harsh words.  If, when we have difficulties one with another, we would 
be kind and affable to each other, we would save ourselves a great deal of trouble… 
 Complaints reach me of the treatment of men to their wives.  They do not provide for them.  
They do not treat them kindly.  All this pains me.  These things should not be… We should be 
kind to one another, do good to one another, and labor to promote the welfare, the interest and 
the happiness of each other, especially those of our own households. 
Teachings of Presidents of the Church—Wilford Woodruff [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 2004], 168. 
 
Ether 15: 29, 30 
King vs. King 
 The insane wars of the Jaredite chiefs ended in the complete annihilation of both sides, with 
the kings the last to go… This all seems improbably to us, but two circumstances peculiar to 
Asiatic warfare explain why the phenomenon is by no means without parallel: (1) Since every 
war is strictly a personal contest between kings, the battle must continue until one of the kings 
falls or is taken.  (2) and yet things are so arranged that the king must be the very last to fall, the 
whole army existing for the sole purpose of defending his person.  This is clearly seen in the 
game of chess, in which all pieces are expendable except the king, who can never be taken.  “The 
shah in chess,” writes M. E. Moghadem, “is not killed and does not die.  The game is terminated 
when the shah is pressed into a position from which he cannot escape.  This is in line with all 
good traditions of chess playing, and back of it the tradition of capturing the king in war rather 
than slaying him whenever that could be accomplished.”… In the code of medieval chivalry, 
taken over from central Asia, the person of the king is sacred, and all others must perish in his 
defense.  After the battle the victor may do what he will with his rival—and infinitely ingenious 
tortures were sometimes devised for the final reckoning—but as long as the war went on, the 
king could not die, for whenever he did die, the war was over, no matter how strong his 
surviving forces… The circle of warriors, “large and mighty men as to the strength of men” 
(Ether 15:26) that fought around their kings to the last man, represent that same ancient 
institution, the sacred “shieldwall,” which our own Norse ancestors took over from Asia and 
which meets us again and again in the wars of the tribes, in which on more than one occasion the 
king actually was the last to perish.  So let no one think the final chapter of Ether is at all fanciful 
or overdrawn.  Wars of extermination are a standard institution in the history of Asia. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert, pp. 235-236. 
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Ether 15: 33-34 
 With the total demise of the Jaredite civilization Ether was commanded to complete his 
record and hide it up in such a way as to be found by a future people.  Moroni recorded that his 
abridgment of Ether’s account was not “a hundredth part” of the record’s totality.  With his 
mission complete, Ether ended his record, not knowing whether he would be translated by the 
power of the Lord or would tarry until death upon the earth.  The Book of Mormon does not tell 
which of these fates befell him, but to him it did not matter because he had at least a firm hope 
of eternal life and very likely had received the “more sure word of prophecy.” 
BOM Commentary, Vol. 4, p. 317 
 
 Ether’s last words show his total dedication to the will of the Lord.  He sought not fame nor 
fortune, but only salvation in the kingdom of God (v. 34).  His reference to being translated is 
evidence that he was award of the doctrine the Prophet Joseph Smith taught us: 
  Now the doctrine of translation is a power that belongs the {Melchizedek] priesthood… 
  Many have supposed that the doctrine of translation was a doctrine where men were taken 
 immediately into the presence of God, and into an eternal fullness, but this is a mistaken idea.  Their 
 place of habitation is that of the terrestrial order, and a place prepared for such characters He held in 
 reserve to be ministering angels unto many planets, and who as yet have not entered into so great a  
 fullness as those who are resurrected from the dead.  “Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance 
 that they might obtain a better resurrection” (see Hebrews 11:35). [TPJS, 170] 
Monte S. Nyman, BOM Commentary, Vol. 6, p. 325-326.  
 
Conclusion to Ether 
 Students of the scriptures ask how one closes the gap between where he or she is and where 
such people as Moroni and the brother of Jared were.  Joseph Smith said: “Here, then is eternal 
life—to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, 
and to be kings and priests to God, the same as all Gods have done before you, namely, by going 
from one small degree to another, and from a small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace, 
from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell 
in everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those who sit enthroned in everlasting power.”  
Even Jesus ‘received not of the fullness at first, but continued from grace to grace, until he 
received a fullness.” (D&C 93:13.) 
 One does not usually leap ahead from one capacity level to a level much farther away; we 
usually develop patiently by making small adjustments, gradually increasing our capacity, 
building a solid foundation on the most simple principles of the gospel:  “Ye are not able to abide 
the presence of God now, neither the ministering of angels; wherefore, continue in patience until 
ye are perfected.” (D&C 67:13.) 
 We make spiritual progress through two means:  our own agency and God’s timetable.  He 
does not always reveal his timetable.  To possess some capacities, we wait on the Lord.  We 
make a mistake if we think that by going into some kind of spiritual overdrive, we can suddenly 
assume great spiritual capacity or compel spiritual experience. 
M. Catherine Thomas, More Excellent Way, p. 277 
 One of the greatest lessons of the Book of Mormon is that whatever the Lord prophesies is 
fulfilled every whit, in every specific detail, nothing omitted.  One day not far hence we will read 
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those pages that precede the annihilation of the Jaredites, or the destruction of the Nephites in 
Moroni’s day, and understand that the Book of Mormon was given to us in our day as a manual 
by which we could read the signs of the times and escape the irrevocable judgments of God. 
 Between the lines, however, we learn about the qualities of a Zion people.  Undoubtedly Zion 
will be built up with some grand gestures, with some dramatic acts, but by and large it will be 
built up and sustained by those who have learned how to overcome in the most simple issues of 
life:  to live in sweet, tolerant, humble peace—not just absence of war—but real, deep peace and 
real love with those around them.  Only those who practice inner peace will survive in Zion. 
M. Catherine Thomas, More excellent Way, p. 280 
 
 The task of the children of God in these concluding days of the world’s history is to proceed 
with “unshaken faith in him, relying wholly upon the merits of him who is mighty to save,” to 
“press forward with a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of 
God and of all men, …feasting upon the word of Christ, and endur[ing] to the end.  This is the 
way; and there is none other way nor name given under heaven whereby man can be saved in the 
kingdom of God.” 
 No other book helps us do this so well.  No other book was ever divinely produced and 
protected solely for that purpose.  No other book has ever been written with such a full view of 
the future dispensation to which that record would eventually come.  As with Moroni, so too 
with virtually all the Book of Mormon prophets: “Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, 
and yet ye are not.  But behold, Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing.” 
Jeffrey R. Holland, The New Covenant, p. 9 
 
The Nephite Disease and the Jaredites 
 We are not given the step-by-step backsliding of this Jareditic civilization till it reached the 
social and governmental chaos the record sets out, but those steps seem wholly clear from the 
results.  Put into modern terms, we can understand them.  First there was a forsaking of the 
righteous life, and the working of wickedness; then must have come the extortion and oppression 
of the poor by the rich; then retaliation and reprisal  by the poor against the rich; then would 
come a cry to share the wealth which should belong to all; then the easy belief that society owed 
every man a living whether he worked or not; then the keeping of a great body of idlers; then 
when community revenues failed to do this, as they always failed and always will fail, a self-
helping by one to the goods of his neighbor; and finally when the neighbor resisted, as resist he 
must, or starve with his family, then death to the neighbor and all that belong to him.  This was 
the decreed “fullness of iniquity,” 
Heber J. Grant, J. Reuben Clark, and David O. McKay, Messages of the First Pres  
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   6 Cycles of the Nephite Disease in the Book of Ether 

First Cycle 
       Ether         Stages Repeated During Wickedness 
6:28-30 Humble, Prosper, Rich  
7:5, 9, 16-21 War  
7:23 Wickedness 7:23-24 Prophet Rejected 

7:23 Curse Upon the Land 
Second Cycle 
7:26-27 Prosper, No Wars, Righteous  
8:5; 9:12 War (Near Destruction) 8:9-25; 9:5-6 Secret Combinations 

Third Cycle 
9:15-16, 21-22 Peace, Prosperity, Rich, Righteous  
9:26 Wickedness 9:26 Secret Combinations 

9:28-29 Prophet Rejected 
9:30 Famine 9:28, 30 Curse Upon the Land 
9:34 Repentance  

Fourth Cycle 
10:2-3 Righteous, Peace  
10:5-7 (Wickedness) Unauthorized Plural 

Marriage, Heavy Taxes 
 

10:8-9, 14-15 War  
Fifth Cycle 
10:16, 28 Prosper, Lived Right in the Sight 

of God 
 

  10:33 Secret Combinations 
11:1-2, 5 Prophets Rejected 
11:6 Curse Upon the Land 

11:4, 7 Wars, Contentions, Famine, 
Pestilence 

 

11:8 Repentance  
Sixth Cycle 
11:11, 13-14 Wickedness, Hardened Hearts 11:12 

13:22 Prophets Rejected 
11:15 
14:10 Secret Combinations 
14:1 Curse Upon the Land (Slippery 
Treasures) 

13:15-15:32 War  
15:19 Spirit is Withdrawn  
15:19-32 TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF 

THE NATION 
 

 


