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Ether 14  
 
Preface to Ether 14 
 When I think or read of the horrors of the most wicked of wars now going on in Europe, 
when I picture young men who have been forced to carry the gun and slay their fellow men… 
when I read of these men lying heaped in trenches, and in fancy hear their groans as they turn 
their ghastly faces to heaven, when I think of the devastated towns and see fleeing from those 
towns husbandless women, dragging fatherless children, when I think of the thousands of human 
beings who are going to die of starvation and disease…I try to find out the cause of it all. 
 Each nation is calling its people to “Come to the defense of the nation, because the war is 
forced upon us.”  It seems to have such right on its side that it is fighting for its life, for its 
country, its God.  But the real causes are not evident; however, you will discover that one cause 
of the disastrous war lies deeply rooted in the fact that those highly so-called Christian nations 
have never applied the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
David O. McKay, Gospel Ideals, pp. 271-72. 

  
Ether 14: 21-23 
Scent of the Dead 
 On June 27, [1864], thirteen thousand Union men stormed the Confederates on Kennesaw 
Mountain—and failed… Three days after the battle, an armistice was granted for burying the 
fallen—“Not for any respect either army had for the dead,” a Confederate remembered, “but to 
get rid of the sickening stench.” 
Geoffrey C. Ward, Ric Burns, and Ken Burns, The Civil War [New York: Allred A. Knoff, 1990], 324 
 

Ether 14: 25 
Wrath 
 The word wrath, which is frequently used in connection with and is occasionally a synonym 
for indignation, does not refer to God’s temper.  Nor does it refer to his anger, at least as we 
define the uncontrolled emotion we sometimes see in ourselves and others.  God is a God of law 
and order—all kingdoms are ruled by law, and there is no space in which there is no kingdom 
(see D&C 88:37; Blaine and Brenson Yorgason, Binding the Lord [Orem UT: Keepsake 
BookCards, 1989], pp. 10-12).  Therefore, law exists in all things and in all places.  For God to 
remain God, he must abide by every law in existence in all of his kingdoms, and he must do so 
completely and totally.  With such perfect exactness of purpose and will, there is obviously no 
room left for uncontrolled temper or anger (see D&C 88:34-50).  God’s wrath and indignation, 
therefore, must refer to perfectly controlled responses, by God, to particular sins of his children.  
Stated more plainly, wrath and indignation refer to God’s judgments, his just punishments upon 
the wicked for the deeds they have chosen to commit. 
Blaine and Brenson Yorgason, Spiritual Survival in the Last Days [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1990], 6-7. 
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Ether 14:25 
Destruction of a nation 
 We have been warned that we are ripening in iniquity and that we will be destroyed if we do 
not repent.  Now my beloved brothers and sisters, I realize that these predictions are not pleasing, 
but nevertheless they speak the truth… There is but one way these impending calamities can be 
avoided, and that way is repentance… the foreboding calamities can be averted if the inhabitants 
of the earth will repent, believe, and have faith in God as our Heavenly Father, in His Son Jesus 
Christ as our Redeemer, and will conform to their teachings. 
Marion G. Romney, The Tragic Cycle, pp. 15-16. 
 

 Other great civilizations have died by suicide.  The first free people, the Greeks, died thus.  
And why did Greece fall?  A slackness and softness finally came over them to their ruin.  In the 
end more than they wanted freedom they wanted security, a comfortable life, and they lost all—
security, comfort and freedom.  We as a people have never known bondage.  LIBERTY has 
always been our blessed lot.  Few of us have ever seen people who have lost their freedom—
their LIBERTY.  And when reminded of the danger of losing our LIBERTY and independence 
our attitude has usually been—IT CANNOT HAPPEN HERE. We must never forget that 
nations—and they usually do—sow the seeds of their own destruction while enjoying 
unprecedented prosperity. 
Ezra Taft Benson, A Nation Asleep, pp. 13, 20. 
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