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Ether 13: 1-12 
The New Jerusalem which should come down out of heaven. 
 Many great events have transpired in this land of destiny.  This was the place where Adam 
dwelt; this was the place where the Garden of Eden was; it was here that Adam met with a body 
of high priests at Adam-ondi-Ahman shortly before his death and gave them his final blessing, 
and the place to which he will return to meet with the leaders of his people (D&C 107: 53-57).  
This was the place of three former civilizations: that of Adam, that of the Jaredites, that of the 
Nephites.  This is the place where our Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, appeared to 
Joseph Smith, inaugurating the last dispensation.   
 The Lord has also decreed that this land should be “the place of the new Jerusalem, which 
should come down out of heaven, and the holy sanctuary of the Lord” (Ether 13:3).  Here is our 
nation’s destiny!  To serve God’s eternal purposes and to prepare this land and people for 
America’s eventual destiny, He “established the Constitution of this land, by the hands of wise 
men who [He] raised up unto this very purpose, and redeemed the land by the shedding of blood” 
(D&C 101:80). 
The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [1988], 587-88. 

  
 The establishment of Zion and the New Jerusalem will come “down out of heaven” in both a 
literal and a symbolic way.  In the symbolic way, the New Jerusalem will be built upon heavenly 
principles and under the influence of revelation to the Lord’s chosen officers.  In this way, it will 
come down from heaven, and then mortals who are cleansed and purified through the atonement 
of Jesus Christ will build up a new City of Holiness, even a New Jerusalem. 
 There is, however, an additional meaning—a very literal meaning—to this phrase.  Enoch’s 
city—the City of Holiness that was taken up into heaven (see Moses 7:13-21) will come down 
from heaven and be united with the earthly New Jerusalem. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary 3:581; see also Millennial Messiah, pp 302-9. 
Book of Mormon Commentary, Vol 4, p. 307  
 
 We are informed in the revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet, that the city of Zion 
and the New Jerusalem is one and the same.  In a number of revelations the Lord speaks of the 
New Jerusalem which is to be built (D&C 28:9; 42:9).  For instance, we read: “And it shall be 
called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the 
Most High God; And the glory of the Lords shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be 
there, insomuch that the wicked will not come into it and it shall be called Zion” (D&C 45;66-
67; 57:2; 58:7). 
 Also: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the last days for the 
restoration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for the gathering of 
his saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the city of the New Jerusalem” (D&C 84: 
2-5). 
 Jerusalem of old, after the Jews have been cleansed and sanctified from all their sin, shall 
become a holy city where the Lord shall dwell and from whence he shall send forth his word 
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unto all people.  Likewise on this continent, the city of Zion, New Jerusalem, shall be built, and 
from it the law of God shall go forth.  There will be no conflict, for each city shall be 
headquarters for the Redeemer of the world, and from each shall he send forth his proclamations 
as occasions may require.  Jerusalem shall be the gathering place of Judah and his fellows of the 
house of Israel, and Zion shall be the gathering place of Ephraim and his fellows, upon whose 
heads shall be conferred “the richer blessings.” 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [1954-56], 3:69-70. 
 

 [New Jerusalem] To envision what is meant by this title, we must know these five facts; 
1.   Ancient Jerusalem, the city of much of our Lord’s personal ministry among men, shall be  
      rebuilt in the last days and become one of the two great world capitals, a millennial city 
      from which the word of the Lord shall go forth. 
2.    A New Jerusalem, a new Zion, a city of God shall be built on the American continent. 
3.    Enoch’s city, the original Zion, “the City of Holiness, … was taken up into heavens.” 
       (Moses 7:13-21.) 
4.    Enoch’s city, with its translated inhabitants now in their resurrected state, shall return, as a 
       New Jerusalem, to join with the city of the same name which has been built upon the  
       American continent. 
5.    When this earth becomes a celestial sphere “that great city, the holy Jerusalem,” shall again 
       descend “out of the heaven from God,” as this earth becomes the abode of celestial beings 
       forever. (Rev. 21:10-27.) 
 Ministering among the Nephites, the resurrected Lord told them that the American continent 
was to be the size of a city, to be built by Latter-day Israel, “called the New Jerusalem” (3 Ne. 
20:22; 21:23-24).  Ether told the Jaredites that this continent “was the place of the New 
Jerusalem, which should come down out of heaven” (Ether 13:3). 
Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1973], 3:580-581. 
 

Ether 13:9 
 This earth was created in a new or paradisiacal state; then, incident to Adam’s transgression, 
it fell to its present telestial state.  At the Second Coming of our Lord, it will be renewed, 
regenerated, refreshed, transfigured, become again a new earth, a paradisiacal earth.  Its 
millennial status will be a return to it pristine state of beauty and glory, the state that existed 
before the fall. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 796. 
 

Ether 13:10 
Blessed are they who dwell therein, for it is they whose garments are white through the blood of 
the Lamb  
 Citizenship in the New Jerusalem is obtained only through the sanctification that comes from 

accepting the Lord Jesus Christ through faith, repentance, ordinances of salvation, receiving the 
Holy Ghost, and continued diligence and endurance.  These inhabitants of the New Jerusalem 
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are those who have been true and faithful to their covenants and birthright in the house of Israel 
through the lineage of Joseph (see Revelation 7:14). 
BOM Commentary, vol. 4, p. 307-308. 
 

Ether 13:11 
Day of Regeneration 
 “Jerusalem shall rise again,” wrote Bruce R. McConkie.  “As she fell from grace because she 
forsook the living God, so shall she rise again when she once more worships her Eternal King in 
the beauty of holiness.  As she fell because of iniquity, so shall she re restored through 
righteousness.  When the Jews receive the fullness of the everlasting gospel as it has been 
restored through the Prophet Joseph Smith, they will return to Jerusalem as the Lord’s true legal 
administrators to build up Jerusalem as a Zion and to place again on the ancient site the temple of 
the new kingdom.  And then when the Lord comes, the ancient city will shine forth with a glory 
and a splendor never before known among mortals.” 
Millennial Messiah, p. 300; see also Zechariah 8:1-23. 
 

 The prevailing notion in the world is that this [the New Jerusalem] is the city of Jerusalem, 
the ancient city of the Jews which in the day of regeneration will be renewed, but this is not the 
case.  We read in the Book of Ether that the Lord revealed to him many of the same things which 
were seen by John.  Ether, as members of the Church will know, was the last of the prophets 
among the Jaredites, and the Lord had revealed to him much concerning the history of the Jews 
and their city of Jerusalem which stood in the days of the ministry of our Savior.  In his vision, in 
many respects similar to that given to John, Ether saw the old city of Jerusalem and also the new 
city which has not yet been built, and he wrote of them as follows as reported in the writings of 
Moroni: 
“[Ether 13:2-11.]… 
“In the day of regeneration, when all things are made new, there will be three great cities that 
will be holy.  One will be the Jerusalem of old which shall be rebuilt according to the prophecy 
of Ezekiel.  One will be the city of Zion, or of Enoch, which was taken from the earth when 
Enoch was translated and which will be restored; and the city Zion, or New Jerusalem, which is 
to be built by the seed of Joseph on this the American continent.” 
 Answers to Gospel Questions, comp. Joseph Fielding Smith Jr., 5 vols. [1957-66], 2:103-4. 
 

Ether 13: 12 
 The first being last and the last being first (Ether 13:12) has reference to the gathering of 
Israel.  In order, the three main bodies of Israelites that were taken away are first the ten tribes 
(721 B.C.), the Jews second (607 B.C.), and the people of Lehi last (600 B.C.).  When Ether saw 
their return, he saw the remnant of Joseph first (vv. 6-7), the Jerusalem of old second (v. 11), 
and those from the north countries last (v.11).  The allegory of the house of Israel, given by 
Zenos, taught the same principle as he described the branches of Israel being grafted back into 
the mother trunk, the last first, and the first last.  “Graft in the branches; begin at the last that they 
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may be first, and that the first may be last, and dig about the trees, both old and young, the first 
and the last; and the last and the first, that all may be nourished once again for the last time” 
(Jacob 5:63).  The gathering of Joseph is well underway.  Judah has begun to gather physically in 
preparation to a spiritual gathering, and the ten tribes are still not identified. 
Monte S. Nyman, BOM Commentary, Vol. 6, p. 309. 
 

Ether 13: 13, 14 
 In this writer’s opinion, Ether’s hiding in a cave by day and viewing the destruction by night 
has often been misunderstood.  Some read the text to say he did not sleep in the daytime and 
went about counting captured cities and dead bodies at night.  The text says, “By night he went 
forth viewing the things which should come upon the people” (Ether 13:13; italics added).  He 
was shown in vision the future battles and events at nighttime.  While hiding in his cave in the 
daytime, he engraved upon the plates that which he had seen, and slept as he was able “viewing 
the destruction which came upon the people, by night” (v. 14).  The viewing came to him at 
night, not the destruction. 
Monte S. Nyman, BOM Commentary, Vol. 6, p. 312-313. 
 

Ether 13: 13-15 
Rejection of Living Prophet 
 If we complain against the Lord’s servants, the heavens are offended, the Spirit is withdrawn, 
and amen to that individual’s faith.  President David O. McKay once wrote: “Murmuring against 
priesthood and auxiliary leadership is one of the most poisonous things that can be introduced 
into the home of a Latter-day Saint.” 

Ezra Taft Benson, Improvement Era, Mar. 1969, p. 3. 
 

 A man said to me: “You know, there are people in our state who believe in following the 
Prophet in everything they think is right, but when it is something they think isn’t right, and it 
doesn’t appeal to them, then that’s different.”  He said, “then they become their own prophet.  
They decide what the Lord wants and what the Lord doesn’t want.”  I thought, how true!  We 
will be led astray, because we are false prophets to ourselves when we do not follow the prophet 
of God.  No, we should never discriminate between these commandments, as to those we should 
and should not keep. 
N. Eldon Tanner, Conference Report, Oct. 1966, p. 98 

  
 If we want to know how well we stand with the Lord, let us ask ourselves how well we stand 
with His mortal captain.  How closely do our lives harmonize with the Lord’s anointed—the 
living prophet, the President of the church, and with the Quorum of the first Presidency?  May 
God bless us all to look to the prophet and the presidency in the critical and crucial days ahead is 
my prayer. 
Ezra Taft Benson, 1980 BYU Devotional Speeches of the Year, p. 30 
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 If you will not be loyal in the small things you will not be loyal in the large things… A man 
who says he will sustain the President of the Church or the General Authorities, but cannot 
sustain his own bishop is deceiving himself.  The man who will not sustain the bishop of the 
ward and the president of his stake will not sustain the President of the Church… Some of us are 
very jealous of our prerogatives and feel that obedience to priesthood authority is to forfeit one’s 
agency.  If we only knew, my brethren and sisters, that it is through obedience that we gain 
freedom. 
Boyd K. Packer, BYU Devotional, Mar. 23, 1965. 
 

 The principle of following God’s prophets has always been a test for the children of God.  It 
continues to be the principle that will determine whether or not Zion will be established on the 
earth in the latter-days.  Zion can be built up only as pure-in-heart individuals accept counsel and 
direction from living prophets.  In a day of relative ease and prosperity, that is not an easy 
challenge.  The Prophet Joseph Smith acknowledged that we wrestle with this principle: 

 There are those who profess to be Saints who are too apt to murmur and find fault, when any 
advice is given, which comes in opposition to their feelings, even when they, themselves, ask for 
counsel; much more so when counsel is given unasked for, which does not agree with their notion of 
things; but brethren, we hope for better things from the most of you; we trust that you desire counsel, 
from time to time, and that you will cheerfully conform to it, whenever you receive it from a proper 
source. (History of the Church 4:45) 

Our destiny in this dispensation, as it was for the Nephites and Jaredites, will be determined 
by our willingness to heed the counsel of living prophets.  Wilford Woodruff warned the Latter-
day Saints of going against prophetic counsel: 
  We, as a people, should not treat lightly this counsel, for I will tell you in the name of the Lord--  
 and I have watched it from the time I became a member of this Church—there is no man who under- 
 takes to run counter to the counsel of the legally authorized leader of this people that ever prospers, 
 and no such man ever will prosper… You will find that all persons who take a stand against this  
 counsel will never prosper… When counsel comes we should not treat it lightly, no matter to what 
 subject it pertains, for if we do it will work evil unto us. (JD 14:33; emphasis added) 

 Only when people are willing to follow God’s prophets can Zion be established.  They must 
be pure in heart and willing and anxious to receive and implement inspired counsel, and thereby 
carry out the will of God. 
Douglas E. Brinley, The Jaredites—A Case for Following the Brethren, p. 58-59. 
 

 It is too much to suppose that all the priesthood at this juncture will unite behind the prophet 
in the fight for freedom.  Yet we can pray for that day, and in the meantime the faithful should 
strive to be in harmony with the inspired counsel given by the Lord’s mouthpiece—the 
prophet—and thus in unity with the Lord—and hence receive peace to their souls.  The more we 
are united with the Lord and His prophet, the greater will be our chances to preserve our families 
and to live in freedom. 
Ezra Taft Benson, An Enemy Hath Done This, comp. by Jerreld L. Newquist [Salt Lake City: Parliament Publishers, 
1969], 311. 
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 Is not our attitude toward these prophets an unerring reflection of our innermost feeling 
toward God?  I mean our real, basic allegiance when it is divested of all outward show and 
stripped of all pretensions.  Can we truly love the Lord and at the same time reject his servants?  
If we really do love God, then indeed we must and we will love and revere his anointed ones. 
Mark E. Petersen, Conference Report, Oct. 1981 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1981], 90-91. 
 

 One day when President Grant was living, I sat in my office across the street following a 
general conference.  A man came over to see me, an elderly man.  He was very upset about what 
had been said in this conference by some of the Brethren, including myself.  I could tell from his 
speech that he came from a foreign land.  After I had quieted him enough so he would listen, I 
said, “Why did you come to America?” 
 “I am here because a prophet of God told me to come.” 
 “Who was the prophet?” I continued. 
 “Wilford Woodruff.” 
 “Do you believe Wilford Woodruff was a prophet of God?” 
 “Yes,” said he. 
 “Do you believe that President Joseph F. Smith was a prophet of God?” 
 “Yes, sir.” 
 Then came the sixty-four dollar question.  “Do you believe that Heber J. Grant is a prophet of 
God?” 
 His answer: “I think he ought to keep his mouth shut about old age assistance.” 
 Now I tell you that a man in his position is on the way to apostasy.  He is forfeiting his 
chances for eternal life.  So is everyone who cannot follow the living prophet of God. 
Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, Apr. 1953 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1953], 125. 
 

 The gap between what is popular and what is righteous is widening… Revelations from the 
prophets of God are not like offerings at the cafeteria, some to be selected and others 
disregarded. 
James E. Faust, Conference Report, Oct. 2003 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
2003], 21. 
 

 I want to make you a promise.  I know it’s true.  The Lord will never let the General 
Authorities of this Church lead it astray.  It won’t happen.  The President of the Church will not 
be permitted by the Lord to lead this people astray.  This is the Lord’s Church, and He has the 
capacity and the power and the right and the authority to lift any of us out of the way… We meet 
together in the temple every Thursday.  We pray together.  We discuss together.  We seek the 
inspiration of the Almighty, and it’s my testimony that it comes.  Somebody said to Brother 
Widtsoe once, years ago, “When will we have more revelation in the Church? It’s been a long 
time since we’ve had a revelation.  How long has it been?”  And Brother Widtsoe replied, “Oh, 
about last Thursday.”  Now, you won’t find it in the Doctrine and Covenants, but it’s there.  I 
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want to give you assurance, my dear young friends:  the Church will not be led astray, nor will 
its people be led astray. 
Discourses of President Gordon B. Hinckley, 1995-99 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 2004], 1:385-386. 
 

 The Lord and his prophets are one, and no one can believe in Christ and reject his prophets. 
Bruce R. McConkie. The Mortal Messiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1980] 2:79. 
 

 You may recall Joseph Smith’s direction for the Saints to gather in Kirtland, Ohio, then to 
Missouri, then to Illinois.  At each place along the way, a certain number of Saints fell away, 
crying “fallen prophet” as their excuse for adhering to the earlier words and rejecting the current 
direction.  The same thing happened after the death of the Prophet Joseph Smith, when some 
Saints seized upon one statement or another by the deceased Prophet as a basis for sponsoring or 
joining a new group that rejected the counsel of the living prophets. 
 Following the prophet is a great strength, but it needs to be consistent and current, lest it lead 
to the spiritual downfall that comes from rejecting continuous revelation.  Under this principle 
the most important difference between dead prophets and living ones is that those who are dead 
are not here to receive and declare the Lord’s latest words to His people.  If they were, there 
would be no differences among the messages of the prophets. 
Dallin H. Oaks, With Full Purpose of Heart [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2002], 175-176. 
 

 In our day the Lord was warned that wickedness will ultimately lead to “famine, and plague, 
and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven” until “the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the 
wrath, and indignation, and chastening hand of an Almighty God” (D&C 87:6).  
 It is important to understand, however, that many fine and good people are affected by 
calamities of man and nature.  The early Saints of this dispensation were persecuted and driven 
from their homes.  Some lost their lives.  But, perhaps because they had endured so much, they 
developed an inner strength that was a necessary preparation for the work they were yet to do. 
 The same happens in our day as well. 
 Because we are not immune to calamities, we must learn from them,,, 
 In our day we face a similar choice.  We can foolishly ignore the prophets of God, depend on 
our own strength, and ultimately reap the consequences.  Or we can wisely draw near to the Lord 
and partake of His blessings… 
 Each choice has a consequence.  Each consequence, a destination. 
Joseph B. Wirthlin, Ensign, Nov. 2005 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2005], 18-
19. 
 

Ether 13: 25 
Everyone fighting for what they desired 
 Young man, life is before you.  Two voices are calling you—one coming out from the 
swamps of selfishness and force, where success means death, and the other from the hilltops of 
justice and progress, where even failure brings glory. 
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 Two lights are seen in the horizon—one the fast-fading marsh light of power; and the other, 
the slowly-rising sun of human brotherhood.  Two ways lie open for you—one, leading to an 
ever lower and lower plane, where are heard the crisis of despair and the curses of the poor, 
where manhood shrivels and possession rots down the possessor; and the other, leading to the 
highland of the morning, where are heard the glad shouts of humanity, and where the honest 
effort is rewarded with immortality. 
 Young people are facing the two great choices in life—the animal plane, in which all created 
animals move and satisfy their appetites, gratify their passions, perpetuating their kind; or the 
spiritual realm, which includes the intellectual, the love of beauty, the love of good literature in 
which we can find “… tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, sermons in stones, and 
good in everything. 
 There is something higher than the animal life, and up in that spiritual there is love—the 
divinest attribute of the human soul.  There is sympathy.  There is kindness and there are other 
attributes. 
 Someone wrote many years ago that the whole purpose of life might be summed up in these 
words:  To subdue matter that we might realize the ideal.  When I first read that I thought it 
might be paraphrased to read:  The whole purpose of life is to bring under subjection the animal 
passions, the proclivities and tendencies in order that we might always realize the companionship 
of God’s Holy Spirit.  That is the ideal.  One chief purpose of life is to overcome our passions—
anger, hatred, jealousy, immorality.  We have to overcome them; we have to subject them, 
conquer them because God has said:  “… the Spirit of the Lord doth not dwell in unholy 
temples…” (Heleman 4:24), nor will it… Always strive with man…” (2 Nephi 26:11). 
David O. McKay, The Instructor, Sept. 1959, 281. 
 

Ether 13: 27-31 
Where does anger lead us? 
 Not only does…anger affect us physically and mentally, in a negative way, but at the same 
time it also destroys wisdom and sound judgment.  When we become upset, reason is suppressed, 
and anger rushes in.  To make decisions while infuriated is as unwise and foolish as it is for a 
captain to put out to sea in a raging storm. 
ElRay L Christiansen, Ensign, June 1971, 37. 
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