
   

Ether 11:2 
 Because the Lord is kind, He calls servants to warn people of danger.  That call to warn is 
made harder and more important by the fact that the warnings of most worth are about dangers 
that people don’t yet think are real… 

 Those of us who have been parents have felt the anxiety of sensing danger our children 
cannot yet see.  Few prayers are so fervent as those of a parent asking to know how to touch a 
child to move away from danger.  Most of us have felt the blessing of hearing and heeding the 
warning voice of a parent. 
 I can still remember my mother speaking softly to me one Saturday afternoon when, as a 
little boy, I asked her for permission to do something I thought was perfectly reasonable and 
which she knew was dangerous.  I still am amazed at the power she was granted, I believe from 
the Lord, to turn me around with so few words.  As I remember them, they were: “Oh, I suppose 
you could do that.  But the choice is yours.”  The only warning was in the emphasis she put on 
the words could and choice.  Yet that was enough for me. 
Henry B. Eyring, “A Voice of Warning,” Ensign, November 1998, p. 32 
 
 Looking for the path to safety in the counsel of prophets makes sense to those with strong 
faith.  When a prophet speaks, those with little faith may think that they hear only a wise man 
giving good advise.  Then if his counsel seems comfortable and reasonable, squaring with what 
they want to do, they take it.  If it does not, they see their circumstances as justifying their being 
an exception to the counsel.  Those without faith may think that they hear only men seeking to 
exert influence for some selfish motive… 
 Every time in my life, when I have chosen to delay following inspired counsel or decided 
that I was an exception, I came to know that I had put myself in harm’s way.  Every time that I 
have listened to the counsel of prophets, felt it confirmed in prayer, and then followed it, I found 
that I moved toward safety. 
Henry B. Eyring, Conference Report, April 1997, 32-33; or Ensign, May 1997, 25 
 
Ether 11: 7 
Natural disasters lead to Repentance 
         The Latter-day Saints, though they themselves tremble because of their own wickedness 
and sins, believe that great judgements are coming upon the world because of iniquity; they 
firmly believe in the statements of the Holy Scriptures, that calamities will befall the nations as 
signs of the coming of Christ to judgment.  They believe that God rules in the fire, the 
earthquake, the tidal wave, the volcanic eruption, and the storm.  Him they recognize as the 
Master and Ruler of nature and her laws, and freely acknowledge his hand in all things.  We 
believe that his judgments are poured out to bring mankind to a sense of his power and his 
purposes, that they may repent of their sins and prepare themselves for the second coming of 
Christ to reign in righteousness upon the earth. 
 We believe that these severe, natural calamities are visited upon men by the Lord for the 
good of his children, to quicken their devotion to others, and to bring out their better natures, that 
they may love and serve him. 
Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed. [1939], 55 
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Ether 11: 8 
Repentance 
 I repeat, save for the exception of the very few who defect to perdition, there is no habit, 
no addiction, no rebellion, no transgression, no apostasy, no crime exempted from the promise of 
complete forgiveness.  That is the promise of the atonement of Christ. 
Boyd K. Packer, Ensign, November 1995, 20.  See also Alma 5:33. 
 
 I believe that our Heavenly Father wants to save every one of his children… 
 I believe that in his justice and mercy he will give us the maximum reward for our acts, 
give us all that he can give, and in the reverse, I believe that he will impose upon us the 
minimum penalty which it is possible for him to impose. 
J. Reuben Clark, Jr., in Conference Report, October, 1953, 84 
 
Conclusion to Ether 11 
The book of Ether is Moroni’s abridgement of the Jaredite record, a saga of a people who may 
have existed for as long as two thousand years (from the time of the Tower of Babel in 
approximately 2200 B.C. to the time Coriantumr is found by the Mulekites, somewhere between 
600 B.C. and 200 B.C.).  Moroni chronicles at least thirty generations of people.  The first six 
chapters focus sharply upon God’s dealings with Jared, his brother, and their families.  Within 
these six chapters are found doctrinal gems and precepts for living that are of great worth.  
Beginning with chapter 7 we are introduced to the cycle of wickedness and perversion into 
which a people find themselves repeatedly drawn and from which they are eventually released.  
Because we are reading an abridgement of what must have been a large record, the abridgement 
covering centuries in only a few verses, the cycle is almost dizzying.  Thus, rather than seeking 
to study each verse or chapter on its own, for these five chapters we feel that it would be more 
worthwhile to show how the book of Ether stands as a second witness to several of the great 
lessons of life which are taught so forcefully in the Nephite record. 
 
1.  The perils and results of the reigns of wicked kings.  Mosiah warned the people of the 
problems associated with a perverse and power-hungry monarch (see Mosiah 29:12-24).  Even 
the brother of Jared had forewarned his people that the appointment of kings “leadeth into 
captivity.”  In chapters 7-11 we see this timeless lesson repeated again and again. 
 
2.  The purpose, means of growth, and final end of a people who uphold secret combinations.  
Earlier in the Book of Mormon we learned of the origin of secret combinations-that they began 
with Cain and Satan, that they are built up to get gain and achieve power, and that they 
eventually proved to be a major cause of the decline and fall of the Nephite nation (see Helaman 
2, Helaman 6).  In the book of Ether we learn that among the Jaredites these combinations were 
made up of people who “sought power to gain power, and to murder, and to plunder, and to lie, 
and to commit all manner of wickedness and whoredoms” (Ether 8:16).  Further, our editor adds: 
“And now I, Moroni, do not write the manner of their oaths and combinations, for it hath been 
made known unto me that they are had among all people… And they have caused the destruction 
of this people of whom I am now speaking  [the Jaredites], and also the destruction of the people 
of Nephi.  And whatsoever nation shall uphold such secret combinations, to get power and gain, 
until they shall spread over the nation, behold, they shall be destroyed; for the Lord will not 
suffer that the blood of his saints, which shall be shed by them, shall always cry unto him from 
the ground for vengeance upon them and yet he avenge them not.” (Ether 8:20-22; see also 
verses 23-25. 
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3.  America: a land choice above all other lands.  Lehi was told early in the Nephite saga that he 
would be led to a land of promise, a covenant land reserved for a people who entered into and 
kept the standards and statutes of the gospel covenant (see 2 Nephi 1:5).  The Lehite colony were 
told that that land would be a land of liberty, a land free from kings and foreign oppressors, a 
land set apart by God and preserved by him from enemies, if the people remained true and 
faithful (see 2 Nephi 1:7; 2 Nephi 10:11-12).  Moroni teaches this same lesson in the context of 
the Jaredite story-that the land of promise will remain the same only as long as the people of the 
land worship and serve the God of the land, Jesus Christ (Ether 2:9-12; compare Ether 9:20; 
Ether 13:2). 
 
4.  The power of faith and the result of gospel living.  There is perhaps no greater illustration in 
all of scripture regarding the power of simple faith in the word and ways of God than that of the 
brother of Jared.  Here we see a man who acknowledged his fallen condition and his weakness 
before the Lord, who prayed for forgiveness, expressed his trust in and need for divine 
assistance, and watched as the veil was parted and the powers of heaven were made manifest 
(see Ether 3).  Even during a period of great wickedness there arose occasionally among the 
Jaredites a righteous king.  Such was the case with Emer and Coriantum. “And Emer did execute 
judgment in righteousness all his days, and he begat many sons and daughters; and he begat 
Coriantum, and he anointed Coriantum to reign in his stead.  And after he had anointed 
Coriantum to reign in his stead he lived four years, and he saw peace in the land; yea, and he 
even saw the Son of Righteousness, and did rejoice and glory in his day; and he died in peace.” 
(Ether 9:21-22.) 
 
5.  The important place of prophets and the plight of those who reject their words.  The Lord has 
from the beginning sent his prophets to serve as his mouthpieces, to speak and act on his behalf 
to a people who desperately need the divine word.  Prophet-leaders in the Nephite record like 
Lehi, Nephi, Jacob, Abinadi, Alma, Helaman, Mormon, and Moroni-these all stand as examples 
of what the people can be and receive.  Their task is seldom easy, inasmuch as people simply do 
not like to be told of their wickedness.  But the Savior honors his servants the prophets.  Indeed, 
we learn that those who were destroyed on the American continent at the time of the Savior’s 
death were those who had cast out the prophets (see 3 Nephi 9:10; 3 Nephi 10:12).  And thus 
among the Jaredites, in the days of King Shule, “there came prophets among the people, who 
were sent from the Lord, prophesying that the wickedness and idolatry of the people was 
bringing a curse upon the land, and they should be destroyed if they did not repent.  And it came 
to pass that the people did revile against the prophets, and did mock them.” (Ether 7:23-24.)  At a 
later time “there came prophets in the land again, crying repentance unto them-that they must 
prepare the way of the Lord or there should come a curse upon the face of the land;… But the 
people believed not the words of the prophets, but they cast them out, and some of them they cast 
into pits and left them to perish… And it came to pass that there began to be a great dearth, and 
the inhabitants began to be destroyed exceedingly fast because of the dearth, for there was no 
rain upon the face of the earth.  And there came forth poisonous serpents also upon the face of 
the land, and did poison many people.” (Ether 9:28-31; compare Ether 11:1-5, 12-13, 20-22.) 
6.  The sending of natural disasters to humble the people.  As we have seen above, just as the 
Lord sent a famine in the days of Nephi and Lehi, sons of Heleman, in order to gain the attention 
of a wayward generation and drive them to their knees (see Helaman 11), so the Lord did the 
same among the Jaredites (see Ether 9:28-35).  In a time when many of the prophets of God 
among the Jaredites were put to death, a day when the people “hearkened not unto the voice of 
the Lord,” thereafter “there began to be wars and contentions in all the land, and also many 



   

famines and pestilences, insomuch that there was a great destruction, such an one as never had 
been known upon the face of the earth” (Ether 11:5-7). 
 
7.  The reality and power of Jehovah, Jesus Christ.  The record of the Jaredites stands as an 
accompanying witness that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God, manifesting himself to all 
nations.  In this abridgment we find the ever-present reminder that the Son of Man is eager and 
willing to assist those who will be saved and infinitely patient with those of us frail mortals who 
seek to follow that path.  He reaches out (through his prophets, through his voice, and by the 
power of the Holy Ghost) to the Jaredites, just as he did to the Nephites and the Jews, and as he 
does to the Latter-day Saints.  His plan of salvation is the same, his laws the same, his covenants 
and ordinances the same, the strait and narrow way forever the same.  He is a God of mercy.  He 
forgives sins and he forgets them.  He dispenses his gifts and his graces.  He is a God of justice.  
His Spirit will not always strive with those who spurn at his ways and reject his counsel.  He 
dispenses his punishments upon the ungodly.  He sends speedy destruction upon a nation which 
is beyond feeling, beyond civilization, and beyond repentance, and thus beyond the pale of 
saving grace and mercy.  The book of Ether, like the rest of the Book of Mormon, attests that 
“there is a God, and he is Christ. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 4:, p. 290-
292. 
 
 It is sobering how readily people trade inner peace for something less.  These gospel 
societies would never cease if it were not that people begin to choose something other than 
peace.  Akish, for example, chose power (Ether 9:11); Riplakish chose wives, concubines, and 
gold (Ether 10:5-8); Shiblom chose secret combinations (Ether 11:7).  Before obvious signs of 
deterioration appear, people begin to think, in terms not of unity and mutual support, but of 
separateness. 
 Separation begins in such subtle ways.  We unwittingly begin to look for trouble, picking 
at this, complaining at that.  We take offense over a real or imagined slight; we get angry because 
people around us do not do what we want; we grow cold or irritable, or we retaliate to get what 
we want; we insist on being right at the expense of precious relationships; we reject others who 
seem to lack love, failing to perfect love in ourselves.  We disturb ourselves with self-seeking.  
Thus keeping the water rippling around us, we are not still and at rest in the principles of 
tolerance and love, of overlooking, of letting go, of forgiving, of ceasing to expect anything—
except tolerance and kindness in ourselves.  In candid moments we may wonder if we would 
single-handedly dismantle a Zion society. 
 In achieving separateness, people are left with emptiness and alienation.  They try to fill 
the void with external things, or power, or self-gratification, when the cause of their emptiness is 
their spiritual death; what they are hungry for is the love of Christ and relationships built on 
loving commitment.  Their misery drives them to create more misery, and finally to destroy life. 
M. Catherine Thomas, “A More Excellent Way,” from Studies in Scriptures, p. 273. 
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