
                                     How to Fight Secret Combinations 

1.     Preach the Word of God 
 Alma 4:19 
 Alma 31:5 
 
2.     Righteous Cause 
 When threatened, we become anti-enemy instead of pro-kingdom of God… We forget 
 that if we are righteous the Lord will either not suffer our enemies come upon us—and  
 this is the special promise to the inhabitants of the land of Americas (2 Nephi 1:17)—or   
 he will fight our battles for us. 
 Spencr W. Kimball, Ensign, June 1976 
 
3.     Preparation 
 Ephesians 6:11-16 
  Loins = truth 
  Breastplate = righteousness 
  Feet = preparation of gospel 
  Shield = faith 
  Helmet = salvation 
  Sword of spirit = word of God 
 
  Continual Prayer 
 
4.     Follow the Prophet 
 Neal A. Maxwell:  “Make no mistake about it, brothers and sisters, in the months and  
 years ahead, events are likely to require each member to decide whether or not he will  
 follow the First Presidency.  Members will find it more difficult to halt longer between  
 two opinions. 
 Ensign, Feb. 1979, 69 
 
5.     Personal Revelation 

“The ability to qualify for, receive and act on personal revelation is the single most 
important skill that can be acquired in this life.” 
Julie B. Beck, Ensign, May 2010, p. 11 

 
6.      Gratitude 

     Elder James E. Faust taught, “A grateful heart is a beginning of greatness.  It is an 
expression of humility.  It is a foundation for the development of such virtues as prayer, 
Faith, courage, contentment, happiness, love, and well-being.  But there is a truism 
associated with all types of human strength:  “Use it or lose it.” When not used, muscles 
weaken, skills deteriorate, and faith disappears…  
     Gratitude is not only an expression of faith; it is a saving principle.  The Lord has said, 
“And in nothing doth man offend God, or against none is his wrath kindled, save those 
who confess not his hand in all things, and obey not his commandments” (D&C 59:21). 



It is clear to me from this scripture that to ‘thank the Lord thy God in all things’ (D&C 
59:7) is more than a social courtesy; it is a binding commandment.” 
“The Message: An Attitude of Gratitude,” New Era, November 1993, p. 6 

 
7.     No Desire for Blood 

We are often reminded that Moroni “did not delight in the shedding of blood” and 
would do anything to avoid it, repeatedly urging his people to make covenants of peace 
and to preserve them by faith and prayer.  He refused to talk about “the enemy.”  For 
him they were always “our brethren,” misled by the traditions of their fathers.  He 
fought them only with heavy reluctance, and he never invaded their lands, even when 
they threatened invasion of his own… 

At the slightest sign of weakening by an enemy in battle, Moroni would instantly 
propose a discussion to put an end to the fighting.  The idea of total victory was alien to 
him—no revenge, no reprisals, no reparations, even for an aggressor who had ravaged 
his country.  He would send the beaten enemy home after the battle, accepting their 
word for good behavior…. Even when he knew it was taking a risk. 

 Fathers and Sons of the Book of Mormon, p. 167. 
 
8.     Captain at the Helm 

Moroni was fearless, heroically leading his men and fighting at the front alongside 
them—as is evident from his always apparently clear view of and earshot distance from 
the opposing forces, allowing him a battlefield position from which he could at any time 
call a halt to the fighting and immediately begin negotiations with the opposing army.  
Moroni’s behavior perfectly illustrates what historian Keegan calls “the first and greatest 
imperative of command.” That of example, which means the commander must “be 
present in person.  Those who impose risk must be seen to share it,” for “it is the 
spectacle of heroism, or its immediate report, that fires the blood.” 

 From Father and Sons in the Book of Mormon, by Clark and Clark, p. 161 
 

Take time to always be at the crossroads when your children are either coming or 
going—when they leave and return from dates—when they bring friends home.  Be 
there at the crossroads whether your children are six and sixteen.  In Proverbs we read: 
“A child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame” (Proverbs 29:15).  Among the 
greatest concerns in our society are the millions of latchkey children who come home 
daily to empty houses unsupervised by working parents. 

 Ezra Taft Benson, The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p. 516 
 
9.     Covenants 

If you keep your covenants, then your covenants will keep you through time and 
eternity. 
Neal A. Maxwell 
 
     When you have come to the Lord in meekness and lowliness of heart and, as one 
mother said, “pounded on the doors of heaven to ask for, to plead for, to demand 
guidance and wisdom and help for this wondrous task,” that door is thrown open to 



provide you the influence and the help of all eternity.  Claim the promises of the Savior 
of the world.  Ask for the healing balm of the Atonement for whatever may be troubling 
you or your children.  Know that in faith things will be made right in spite of you, or 
more correctly, because of you. 
     You can’t possibly do this alone, but you do have help.  The Master of Heaven and 
Earth is there to bless you—He who resolutely goes after the lost sheep, sweeps 
thoroughly to find the lost coin, waits everlastingly for the return of the prodigal son.  
Yours is the work of salvation, and therefore you will be magnified, compensated, made 
more than you are and better than you have ever been as you try to make honest effort, 
however feeble you may sometimes feel that to be. 
     Remember, remember all the days of your motherhood:  “Ye have not come thus far 
save it were by the word of Christ with unshaken faith in him, relying wholly upon the 
merits of him who is mighty to save.” 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Ensign, May 1997 “Because She is a Mother,” p. 36-37. 
 

10.     Power of Testimony 
But no child in this Church should be left with uncertainty about his or her parents’ 

devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Restoration of His Church, and the reality of living 
prophets and apostles who, now as earlier days, lead that Church according to the will 
of the Lord, the mind of the Lord, the word of the Lord, and the power of God unto 
salvation.  In such basic matters of faith, prophets do not apologize for requesting unity, 
indeed conformity, in the eloquent sense that the Prophet Joseph Smith used that latter 
word.  In any case, as Elder Neal Maxwell once said to me in a hallway conversation, 
“There didn’t seem to be any problem with conformity the day the Red Sea opened.” 

Parents simply cannot flirt with skepticism or cynicism, then be surprised when their 
children expand that flirtation into full-blown romance.  If in matters of faith and belief 
children are at risk of being swept downstream by this intellectual current or that 
cultural rapid, we as their parents must be more certain than ever to hold to anchored, 
unmistakable moorings clearly recognizable to those of our own household.  It won’t 
help anyone if we go over the edge with them, explaining through the roar of the falls all 
the way down that we really did know the Church was true and that the keys of the 
priesthood really were lodged there but we just didn’t want to stifle anyone’s freedom 
to think otherwise.  No, we can hardly expect the children to get to shore safely if the 
parents don’t seem to know where to anchor their own boat.  Isaiah once used a 
variation on such imagery when he said of unbelievers, {Their] tacklings are loosed; they 
could not strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail. 

Live the gospel as conspicuously as you can.  Keep the covenants your children know 
you have made.  Give priesthood blessings.  And bear your testimony!  Don’t just 
assume your children will somehow get the drift of your beliefs on their own.  The 
prophet Nephi said near the end of his life that they had written their record of Christ 
and preserved their convictions regarding His gospel in order to persuade our children 
[that our children may know and believe] the right way. 

Nephi-like, might we ask ourselves what our children know?  From us?  Personally?  
Do our children know that we love the scriptures?  Do they see us reading them and 



marking them and clinging to them in daily life?  Have our children ever unexpectedly 
opened a closed door and found us on our knees in prayer?  Have they heard us not only 
pray with them but also pray for them out of nothing more than sheer parental love?  
Do our children know we believe in fasting as something more than an obligatory first-
Sunday-of-the-month hardship?  Do they know that we have fasted for them and for 
their future on days about which they knew nothing?  Do they know we love being in 
the temple, not least because it provides a bond to them that neither death nor the 
legions of hell can break?  Do they know we love and sustain local and general leaders, 
imperfect as they are, for their willingness to accept callings they did not seek in order 
to preserve a standard of righteousness they did not create?  Do those children know 
that we love God with all our heart and that we long to see the face and fall at the feet 
of His Only Begotten Son?  I pray that they know this. 

 Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, “A Prayer for the Children,” Ensign, {CR}, May 2003, p. 85. 
 

 


