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Prelude to Ether 9 
 Now undoubtedly Moroni could have pointed out many factors that led to the destruction of 
the people, but notice how he singled out the secret combinations, just as the Church today could 
point out many threats to peace, prosperity, and the spread of God’s work, but it has singled out 
as the greatest threat the Godless conspiracy.  There is no conspiracy theory in the Book of 
Mormon—it is a conspiracy fact. 
 Then Moroni speaks to us in this day and says, “Wherefore, the Lord commandeth you, when 
ye shall see these things come among you that ye shall awake to a sense of your awful situation. 
Because of this secret combination which shall be among you …” (Ether 8:24.) 
 The Book of Mormon warns that “whatsoever nation shall uphold such secret combinations, 
to get power and gain, until they shall spread over the nation, behold they shall be destroyed…” 
(Ether 8:22.)  
 This scripture should alert us to what is ahead unless we repent, because there is no question 
but that as people of the free world, we are increasingly upholding many of the evils of the 
adversary today.  By court edict godless conspirators can run for government office, teach in our 
schools, hold office in labor unions, work in our defense plants, serve in our merchant marines, 
etc.  As a nation, we are helping to underwrite many evil revolutionaries in our country. 
 Now we are assured that the Church will remain on the earth until the Lord comes again—
but at what price?  The Saints in the early days were assured that Zion would be established in 
Jackson County, but look at what their unfaithfulness cost them in bloodshed and delay. 
Ezra Taft Benson, God, Family, Country: Our Three Great Loyalties [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1974], 322. 
 
Ether 9: 1 
 Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. 
Lord Acton, in a letter to Bishop Mandell Creighton, 1887 
  
Ether 9: 1-35 
Secret Combinations 
 In latter-day scriptures, secret combinations are groups of conspirators who plot and initiated 
“works of darkness” for evil and selfish purposes.  Secret combinations have existed since the 
days of Cain (Moses 5:51).  Satan is their author (2 Ne. 26:22), power and gain are their motives 
(Ether 8:15, 25), and conspiracy is their method of operation (Hel. 6:22-24).  Secret 
combinations may be brotherhoods, groups, societies, or governments.  They operate in secrecy 
to perform evil acts for the purpose of gaining power over the minds and actions of people. 
 As the enemies of honest men and women governed by the rule of law, such secret 
combinations seek to subvert public virtue and legally constituted authority.  They defile, 
defraud, murder, deceive, and destroy the elements of good government, religious or secular.  
Their goal is to seize power and rule over all the people (3 Ne. 6:27-30), which results in the 
destruction of human freedom and agency and the paralysis of peaceful and just communities. 
 Secret combinations and their practices have a scriptural and historic tradition that extends 
from the days of Cain’s secret covenant with Satan to modern times.  Members of these Satanic 
combinations are bound by secret oaths and covenants.  The devil proclaims, initiates, and 
sustains these combinations and their conspiratorial practices (Moses 5:29-33, 47-52). 
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 In the Book of Mormon, several secret combinations Challenged governments ruled by the 
“voice of the people” or by righteous kings.  They were a continuing threat to the Jaredites, who 
succumbed eventually to their power.  Later, they were a threat to the Nephite and Lamanite 
nations when the Gadianton, combinations, over a period of many years, challenged the 
constituted authorities and eventually seized power.  The concerted effort of the whole populace 
later defeated the Gadiantons, but others rose in their place.  The Book of Mormon details the 
tactics and strategies of the Gadiantons, mentions a variety of countermeasures, and shows that a 
secret combination was responsible for the final downfall of the Nephites (Hel. 2:13-14; Ether 
8:21; see also Book of Mormon: Helaman and Book of Mormon: 3 Nephi).  
 In the contemporary world, secret combinations take various forms and operate at different 
levels of society.  They are expressed in organized crime and in religious, economic, and 
political conspiracies.  The Lord has warned that secret combinations will be present in modern 
society (D&C 38:29; Ether 8:20-25).  They threaten freedom everywhere.  However, Latter-day 
Saints believe that secret combinations and their practices can be overcome, but only through 
righteous living and full support of honest government. 
 Secret combinations are often referred to in latter-day scripture, particularly in the book of 
Moses and the Book of Mormon.  In the Doctrine and Covenants, this term describes those who 
have conspired against the Saints (D&C 42:64).  It does not appear in the Bible, but the 
equivalent “conspiracy” is used at least ten times. 
Ray C Hillam Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Vol 3, p. 1291. 
 
Ether 9: 19 
What were “cureloms and cumoms”? 
 Not much is known about these animals.  What we do know is that the verse starts with 
descriptions of small animals and moves toward large ones, and that there appears to be a 
connection between elephants and cureloms and cumoms.  R. Nibley wrote: “I think it quite 
significant that the Book of Mormon associates elephants only with the Jaredites, since there is 
no apparent reason why they should not have been as common in the fifth as in the fifteenth 
century B.C.  All we know is that they became extinct in large parts of Asia somewhere between 
those dates, as they did likewise in the New World. 
Hugh Nibley, Collected Works, 5:220 
 
Ether 9: 31-35 
 The description of how people were driven out of a land by a plague of serpents that then 
“hedge up the way that the people could not pass” (Ether 9:31-35) may put a strain on your 
scientific credulity.  I hasten to relieve it.  Pompey the Great, we are told, could not get his army 
into Hyrcania because the way was barred by snakes along the Araxes, a stream that still swarms 
with the creatures.  One of the chief philanthropic activities of the Persian magi was to make war 
on the snakes—a duty which must go back to a time when the race was sorely pressed by them.  
The Absurtitani were said to have been driven from their country by snakes (Hyginus #26), and 
Esarhaddon or Assyria recalls the horror and danger of a march by his army through a land “of 
serpents and scorpions, with which the plain was covered as with ants.”  In the thirteenth 
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century A.D. Shah Sadrudin set his heart on the building of a capital which should surpass all 
other cities in splendor; yet the project had to be abandoned after enormous expense when 
during a period of drought the place swarmed with serpents that no one could live in it.  It is 
interesting in this connection that the plague of serpents in Ether is described as following upon 
a period of extreme drought. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Deseret and the World of the Jaredites [1952], 219-20. 
 
Ether 9:15-35 
Pride Cycle 
 In the Book of Mormon’s pride cycle, the righteous tend to become rich because they 
are industrious, honest, living in harmony with God’s laws, peaceable.  But then they tend to 
become caught up in their possessions: pride, expensive buildings and clothes, stark social 
divisions, spiritual and governmental disintegration follow. 
Todd M. Compton, “The Spirituality of the Outcast in the Book of Mormon,” Journal of Book of 
Mormon Studies, Spring 1993, p. 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
David D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 237 
 Verses 15 through 35 show a pattern repeated many times in the Book of Mormon: 
1.  During the righteous reigns of Emer and Coriantum the people prospered exceedingly  
      (see vv. 15-25). 
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2.   Under the reign of Heth, the people began to join together in secret combinations, and 
3.   The Lord sent prophets to warn the people of their terrible circumstances (see v. 28). 
4.   The people of Heth rejected the prophets (see v. 29). 
5.   The judgments of God fell upon the people (see vv.30-33). 
6.   The people humbled themselves and repented, and the Lord blessed them again with 
prosperity (see vv. 34-35). 
 Can a people be wealthy and still remain righteous?  It seems that the Jaradites were 
able to do this for more than 225 years (see vv. 15-25).  Just think of it—they lived for that long 
in peace and prosperity because of their righteousness.  Sometimes we think that the Book of 
Mormon is an account of continuous war and overlook the generations of peace and 
righteousness. 
BYU Book of Mormon Student Manual, 1996, p. 140.  
 
Ether 9 Conclusion 
 It is sobering how readily people trade inner peace for something less.  These gospel 
societies would never cease if it were not that people begin to choose something other than 
peace.  Akish, for example, chose power (Ether 9:11); Riplakish chose wives, concubines, and 
gold (Ether 10:5-8); Shiblom chose secret combinations (Ether 11:7).  Before obvious signs of 
deterioration appear, people begin to think in terms, not of unity and mutual support, but of 
separateness. 
 Separation begins in such subtle ways.  We unwittingly begin to look for trouble, picking 
at this, complaining at that.  We take offense over a real or imagined slight; we get angry 
because people around us do not do what we want; we grow cold or irritable, or we retaliate to 
get what we want; we insist on being right at the expense of precious relationships; we reject 
others who seem to lack love, failing to perfect love in ourselves.  We disturb ourselves with 
self-seeking.  Thus keeping the water rippling around us, we are not still and at rest in the 
principles of tolerance and love, of overlooking, of letting go, of forgiving, of ceasing to expect 
anything—except tolerance and kindness in ourselves.  In candid moments we may wonder if 
we would singlehandedly dismantle a Zion society. 
 In achieving separateness, people are left with emptiness and alienation.  They try to fill 
the void with external things, or power, or self-gratification, when the cause of their emptiness 
is their spiritual death; what they are hungry for is the love of Christ and relationships built on 
loving commitment.  Their misery drives them to create more misery, and finally to destroy life. 
Catherine Thomas, Studies in Scriptures, ed. by Kent Jackson [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1988], 8:272-273. 
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