
Book of Mormon Commentary  Ether 7 

Ether 5: Preface to Ether 7 
 Elder Neal A. Maxwell:  “Another mistake we make is that we foolishly think we are free to 
choose, without wanting the consequences of those choices! (See Alma 29:4.) Bainville, the 
French philosopher said, ‘One must want the consequences of what one wants.’” 
“The Holy Ghost Glorifying Christ,” Ensign, July 2002, p. 59 
 
Ether 7:6 
Geographical insight 
 Moroni gave very little information regarding the geographic relationship between the Jaredite 
and Nephite lands.  “However, he does indicate that the ‘land of Moron’ of the Jaredites ‘was 
near the land which is called Desolation by the Nephites’ (Ether 7:6.)  Inasmuch as the land of 
Moron was the capital land of the Jaredites and the Nephite land of Desolation was north of the 
narrow neck of land, it is assumed that the major portion of the Jaredite civilization lived north of 
the narrow neck of land. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, A companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon [1976], 321-22.  
 
Ether 7:5-7 
Kings in Captivity 
 Such is the practice… of keeping a king prisoner throughout his entire lifetime, allowing him 
to beget and raise a family in captivity, even though the sons thus brought up would be almost 
sure to seek vengeance for their parents and power for themselves upon coming of age…It seems 
to us a perfectly ridiculous system, yet it is in accordance with the immemorial Asiatic usage… 
Benjamin of Tudela tells how the khalif, the spiritual ruler of all western Asia, arranged for “the 
brothers and other members of the khalif’s family” to live lives of ease, luxury, and security: 
“every one of them possesses a palace within that of the khalif, but they are all fettered by chains 
of iron, and a special officer is appointed over every household to prevent their rising in rebellion 
against the great king.”… It was the custom of Turkish kings, as was long doubted by scholars 
but has recently been proved, to allow their defeated rivals to sit upon their thrones by day, but 
lock them up in iron cages for the night… Moving back to the earliest records of all, we find a 
large class of legends all over the ancient world telling how a victorious god in the beginning 
bound and imprisoned his rebellious relatives—not killing them, since they partook of his own 
divine nature… 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert, pp. 201-203. 
 
  
Ether 7: 9 
Steel 
 Through the years critics of the Book of Mormon have constantly called attention to the 
mention of steel in that book as a gross anachronism.  But now we are being reminded that one 
cannot be dogmatic in dating the appearance of steel since there is more than one kind of steel 
with “a whole series of variants in the combination of iron and steel components” in ancient 
times; and when a particularly fine combination was it upon it would be kept secret in 
“individual workshops” and “passed on from father to son for many generations.”  Hence it is 
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not too surprising to learn that “even in early European times” there is evidence for the 
production of steel “of very high quality” and extreme hardness.  Further east steel is attested 
even earlier. 
Hugh Nibley, Since Cumorah: The Book of Mormon in the Modern 
 
Ether 7: 23-27 
Counsel of Prophets 
 Because the Lord is kind, He calls servants to warn people of danger.  That call to warn is 
made harder and more important by the fact that the warnings of most worth are about dangers 
that people don’t yet think are real. 
Henry B. Eyring, Conference Report, Oct. 1998, 40; or Ensign, Nov. 1998, 32. 
 
 This is the mission of the prophets of God: to preach repentance.  And though it does not 
make for popularity, it must be done. 
 The word, prophet, define in the Hebrew language, means one who has been called to 
denounce sin and foretell the consequences and punishment of it.  He is to be above all else a 
preacher of righteousness, to call the people back from idolatry, to faith in the living God, and 
when moved upon by the Spirit of the Lord to foretell coming events. 
Anthony W. Ivins, in Conference Report 
  
 There are those who profess to be Saints who are too apt to murmur and find fault, when any 
advice is given, which comes in opposition to their feelings, even when they, themselves, ask for 
counsel; much more so when counsel is given unasked for, which does not agree with their 
notion of things; but brethren, we hope for better things from the most of you; we trust that you 
desire counsel, from time to time, and that you will cheerfully conform to it, whenever you 
receive it from a proper source. 
Wilford Woodruff, History of the Church, 4:45. 
 
 We, as a people, should not treat lightly this counsel, for I will tell you in the name of the 
Lord—and I have watched it from the time I became a member of this Church—there is no man 
who undertakes to run counter to the counsel of the legally authorized leader of this people that 
ever prospers, and no such man ever will prosper… You will find that all persons who take a 
stand against this counsel will never prosper… When counsel comes we should not treat it 
lightly, no matter to what subject it pertains, for if we do it will work evil unto us. 
Wilford Woodruff, JD 14:33; emphasis added. 
 
 Prophets must often warn of the consequences of violating God’s laws.  They do not 
preach that which is popular with the world… Why do prophets proclaim unpopular 
commandments and call society to repentance for rejecting, modifying, and even ignoring the 
commandments?  The reason is very simple.  Upon receiving revelation, prophets have no choice 
but to proclaim and reaffirm that which God has given them to tell the world. 
Robert D. Hales, Conference Report, Apr. 1996, 52; or Ensign, May 1996, 37. 
 Some complain that when the prophets speak with clarity and firmness, they are taking 
our agency away.  We are still free to choose.  But we must accept the consequences of those 
decisions.  The prophets do not take away our agency.  They simply warn us of what the 
consequences of our choices will be.  How foolish it is to fault the prophets for their warnings. 
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Elder L. Aldin Porter, Conference Report, Oct. 1999, 82; or Ensign, Nov. 1999, 66 


