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Ether 5: Prelude to Ether 5 
Moroni’s Notes to the Future Translator 
 Moroni possessed the keys of the stick of Ephraim (D&C 27:5) and it was his privilege to 
address the prophet of the restoration (Joseph Smith). 
BYU BOM Student Manual, p. 481. 
 

Ether 5: 1 
Sealed up 
 When asked if she had seen the plates, Emma said she had not, but then gave this interesting 
description of her own experience with them: “The Plates often lay on the table without any 
attempt at concealment, wrapped in a small linen tablecloth which I had given him to fold them 
in.  I once felt the plates as they thus lay on the table, tracing their outline and shape.  They 
seemed to be pliable like thick paper, and would rustle with a metallic sound when the edges 
were moved by the thumb, as one does sometimes thumb the edges of a book.” 
As cited in Gracia N. Jones, Emma and Joseph, Their Divine Mission, p. 37 
 

 Did you know that a portion of the record from which the Book of Mormon is taken is 
sealed?  The Prophet was not permitted to break the seals, and we will not receive the sealed 
record until the time comes when the people will show by their faith, their willingness to accept 
it. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, pp. 201-202 

 
  
 It was returned by Joseph Smith to Moroni, its divinely appointed custodian.  Nor did even 
Joseph Smith either read or translate it.  [The sealed portion of the plates.]  We know of no one 
among mortals since Mormon and Moroni who have known its contents.  It was known among 
the Nephites during the nearly two hundred years of their Golden Era.  [Fourth Nephi] But for 
the present, the book is kept from us; only the portion upon which no seal was placed has been 
translated. 
Bruce R. McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, p. 443 

 
Ether 5: 2-6 
Three Witnesses 
 In the course of the work of translation, we ascertained that three special witnesses were to 
be provided by the Lord, to whom He would grant that they should see the plates from which this 
work, (the Book of Mormon) should be translated; and that these witnesses should bear record of 
the same, as will be found recorded, Book of Mormon, page 581 [Book of Ether, chapter 5, 
verses 2, 3 and 4, p. 487, edition 1920], also page 86 [2 Nephi, chapter 11, verse 3, p. 73, edition 
1920].  Almost immediately after we had made this discovery, it occurred to Oliver Cowdery, 
David Whitmer and the aforementioned Martin Harris (who had come to inquire after our 
progress in the work) that they would have me inquire of the Lord to know if they might not 
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obtain of him the privilege to be these three special witnesses; and finally they became so very 
solicitous, and urged me so much to inquire that at length I complied; and through the Urim and 
Thummin, I obtained of the Lord for them [the revelation recorded in D&C 17]. 
Joseph Smith, History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 7 vols., introduction and notes by B. H. 
Roberts, 1:, p.5. 
 

 Father, mother, you do not know how happy I am; the Lord has now caused the plates to be 
shown to three more besides myself.  They have seen an angel, who has testified to them, and 
they will have to bear witness to the truth of what I have said, for now they know for themselves 
that I do not go about to deceive the people, and I feel as if I was relieved of a burden which was 
almost too heavy for me to bear, and it rejoices my soul that I am not any longer to be entirely 
alone in the world. 
Joseph Smith 
 

 According to the Prophet Joseph Smith, not many days after… [D&C 17:1] was received, the 
four men (Joseph Smith, Martin Harris, David Whitmer, and Oliver Cowdery) went into some 
woods near David Whitmer’s house to try to obtain the actual fulfillment of the promises made 
in the revelations from God (Ether 5; D&C 5:17).  Each man, beginning with Joseph Smith, took 
a turn at praying vocally for an answer or divine manifestation.  The same procedure was 
repeated after the first failed to produce the desired result.  After a second failure, Martin Harris 
withdrew himself, believing that he was the cause of the difficulty.  The men, without Martin 
Harris, again prayed and in a matter of minutes received a glorious manifestation of the plates 
held by an angel.  They also heard a voice from heaven that confirmed the very words Moroni 
had uttered many centuries earlier when he prophesied precisely that the plates would be “shown 
by the power of God.” (Compare the wording in Ether 5:3 and History of the Church 1:55). 
 Joseph Smith left the two in order to check on Martin Harris.  Joseph and Martin joined in 
prayer with the following result, as reported by the Prophet himself: “Before we had yet finished, 
the same vision was opened to our view, at least it was again opened to me, and I once more 
beheld and heard the same things; whilst at the same moment, Martin Harris cried out, 
apparently in an ecstasy of joy, ‘Tis enough; ‘Tis enough; mine eyes have beheld; mine eyes 
have beheld’; and jumping up, he shouted, ‘Hosanna,’ blessing God, and otherwise rejoiced 
exceedingly’ (History of the Church 1:55) 
 These episodes constitute the final link in an ancient chain going all the way back to the 
Jaredites. 
Andrew C. Skinner, Studies in Scriptures, ed. by Kent Jackson [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1988], 8:261-262  
 
Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles stated: 
  “The solemn written testimony of three witness to what they saw and heard—two of them 
simultaneously and the third almost immediately thereafter—is entitled to great weight.  Indeed, 
we know that upon the testimony of one witness great miracle have been claimed and accepted 
by many religious people, and in the secular world the testimony of one witness has been 
deemed sufficient for weighty penalties and judgments. 
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 “Persons experienced in evaluating testimony commonly consider a witness’s 
opportunity to observe an event and the possibility of his bias on the subject.  Where different 
witnesses give identical testimony about the same event, skeptics look for evidence of collusion 
among them or for other witnesses who could contradict them. 
 Measured against all of these possible objections, the testimony of the Three Witnesses to 
the Book of Mormon stands forth in great strength.  Each of the three had ample reason and 
opportunity to renounce his testimony if it had been false or to equivocate on details if any had 
been inaccurate.  As is well known, because of disagreements or jealousies involving other 
leaders of the Church, each one of these three witnesses was excommunicated from The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by about eight years after the publication of their testimony.  
All three went their separate ways, with no common interest to support a collusive effort.  Yet to 
the end of their lives—periods ranging from 12 to 50 years after their excommunications—not 
one of these witnesses deviated from his published testimony or said anything that cast any 
shadow on its truthfulness. 
 Furthermore, their testimony stands uncontradicted by any other witnesses.  Reject it one 
may, but how does one explain three men of good character uniting and persisting in this 
published testimony to the end of their lives in the face of great ridicule and other personal 
disadvantage?  Like the Book of Mormon itself, there is no better explanation than is given in the 
testimony itself, the solemn statement of good and honest men who told what they saw… 
 …Witnesses are important, and their testimony of the Three Witnesses to the Book of 
Mormon is impressive and reliable.” 
Conference Report, Apr. 1999, 46, 49; or Ensign, May 1999, 35-37. 
 
 

 


