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Ether 4:1-2 
Importance of Record Keeping 
 Here is [an] important item. If you assemble from time to time, and proceed to discuss 
important questions, and pass decisions upon the same, and fail to note them down, by and by 
you will be driven to straits from which you will not be able to extricate yourselves, because you 
may be in a situation not to bring your faith to bear with sufficient perfection or power to obtain 
the desired information; or, perhaps, for neglecting to write these things when God had revealed 
them, not esteeming them of sufficient worth, the Spirit may withdraw, and God may be angry; 
and there is, or was, a vast knowledge, of infinite importance, which is now lost.  
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 73 

 
 Personal history is a teaching tool. We renew our appeal for the keeping of individual 
histories and accounts of sacred experiences in our lives—answered prayers, inspiration from the 
Lord, administrations in our behalf, a record of the special times and events of our lives. From 
these records you can also appropriately draw as you relay faith-promoting stories in your family 
circles and discussions. Stories of inspiration from our own lives and those of our forebears as 
well as stories from our scriptures and our history are powerful teaching tools. I promise you that 
if you will keep your journals and records they will indeed be a source of great inspiration to 
you, each other, your children, your grandchildren, and others throughout the generations. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Ensign, 1982 
 

 My mother had a serious heart condition.  She was told if she ever had a baby, she would 
probably die.  But mother felt strongly she should have a baby.  When I was only nine weeks old, 
my mother died.  She loved me enough to willingly give her life for me.  Those who knew 
mother best found it painful to talk about her, so I never learned much about her.  When I was 
seventeen, my father gave me one of my dearest possessions.  It was a journal my mother had 
written.  She had kept it each day for one short year of her life.  I had in my hands one year of 
my mother’s life!  She had been a school teacher in Wyoming that year, and through her own 
words she became for me a real person at last.  She cried, she struggled, she laughed, she 
grumbled, she learned of her heart condition, she met and fell in love with my father, and I 
shared it all with her!  That record, that precious, loved record—it seemed to me at that time that 
it was all I had of her.  (See “For Your Remembrance: A Presentation on Record Keeping” 
[audiovisual presentation, 1975 MIA June Conference].) 
Family Home Evening Resource Book, p. 199 

 
 Keep an honest, interesting journal.  Again, how happy we are as we find our grandparents’ 
journals and follow them through their trials and joys and gain for our own lives much from the 
experiences and faith and courage of our ancestors. 
 Accordingly, we urge our young people to begin today to write and keep records of all the 
important things in their own lives and also the lives of their antecedents in the event that their 
parents should fail to record all the important incidents in their own lives.  Your own private 
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journal should record the way you face up to challenges that beset you.  Do you suppose life 
changes so much that your experiences will not be interesting to your posterity.  Experiences of 
work, relations with people, and an awareness of the rightness and wrongness of actions will 
always be relevant… 
 No one is commonplace, and I doubt if you can ever read a biography from which you cannot 
learn something from the difficulties overcome and the struggles made to succeed.  These are the 
measuring rods for the progress of humanity. 
 As we read the stories of great men, we discover that they did not become famous overnight 
nor were they born professionals or skilled craftsmen.  The story of how they became what they 
are may be helpful to us all. 
 Your own journal, like most others, will tell of problems as old as the world and how you 
dealt with them. 
 Your journal should contain your true self rather than a picture of you when you are “made 
up” for a public performance.  There is a temptation to paint one’s virtues in rich color and 
whitewash the vices, but there is also the opposite pitfall of accentuating the negative.  
Personally I have little respect for anyone who delves into the ugly phases of the life he is 
portraying, whether it be his own or another’s.  The truth should be told, but we should not 
emphasize the negative.  Even a long life full of inspiring experiences can be brought to the dust 
by one ugly story.  Why dwell on that one ugly truth about someone whose life has been largely 
circumspect? 
 The good biographer will not depend on passion but on good sense.  He will weed out the 
irrelevant and seek the strong, novel, and interesting.  Perhaps we might gain some help from 
reading Plutarch’s Lives where he grouped forty-six lives in pairs, a Greek and a Roman in each 
pair.  He tried to epitomize the most celebrated parts of their stories rather than to insist upon 
every slightest detail of them.   
 Your journal is your autobiography, so it should be kept carefully.  You are unique, and there 
may be incidents in your experience that are more noble and praiseworthy in their own way than 
those recorded in any other life.  There may be a flash of illumination here and a story of 
faithfulness there; you should truthfully record your real self and not what other people may see 
in you. 
 Your story should be written now while it is fresh and while the true details are available. 
 A journal is the literature of superiority.  Each individual can become superior in his own 
humble life. 
 What could you do better for your children and your children’s children than to record the 
story of your life, your triumphs over adversity, your recovery after a fall, your progress when all 
seemed black,  your rejoicing when you had finally achieved? 
 Some of what you write may be humdrum dates and places, but there will also be rich 
passages that will be quoted by your posterity. 
 Get a notebook, my young folks, a journal that will last through all time, and maybe the 
angels may quote from it for eternity.  Begin today and write in it your goings and comings, your 
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deepest thoughts, your achievements and your failures, your associations and your triumphs, 
your impressions and your testimonies.  Remember, the Savior chastised those who failed to 
record important events. 
Spencer W. Kimball, “The Angels May Quote From It” New Era, Oct. 1975 
 

Review “To Acquire Spiritual Guidance” by Richard G. Scott, Ensign, Nov. 2009 
 
Ether 4: 3-7 
Sealed portion of the plates 
 Moroni wrote his account of the vision of the brother of Jared on the plates of Mormon, but 
he was commanded by the Lord to “seal up” this account (Ether 4:4-5).  Joseph Smith was 
commanded not to translate this sealed portion.  It is not absolutely clear what portion of the 
plates of Mormon was sealed.  Joseph Smith simply said: “The volume was something near six 
inches in thickness, a part of which was sealed” (History of the Church, 4:537).  George Q. 
Cannon said that “about one-third was sealed (Young Peoples’ History of Joseph Smith, 25), 
whereas Orson Pratt maintained that the sealed portion comprised “about two-thirds” of the 
plates (Journal of Discourses, 3:347).  Neither of these two brethren indicate where they 
obtained their information. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, A Companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 320. 
 

 Those sealed plates constitute the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon, which Joseph 
Smith did not translate.  Furthermore, they will remain sealed, literally as well as figuratively, 
until future generations “shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of Jared 
did…” 
 The full measure of this unprecedented and unexcelled vision… are yet to be made known. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant, p. 25. 
 

 When, during the Millennium [see 2 Nephi 27:11; Ether 4:7], the sealed portion of the Book 
of Mormon is translated, it will give an account of life in preexistence; of the creation of all 
things; of the Fall and the Atonement and the Second Coming; of temple ordinances in their 
fullness; of the ministry and mission of translated beings; of life in the spirit world, in both 
paradise and hell; of the kingdoms of glory to be inhabited by resurrected beings, and many such 
things. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrines of the Restoration, p. 277 
 

Ether 4: 7 
Unfolding 
 Now, since the brother of Jared and “many” others obtained sanctification, which was their 
key to great knowledge, eternal life and the presence of God, how can we obtain the same today?  
The use of the word “unfolding” (Ether 4:7), verifies an orderly gaining of faith and gradual 
sanctification process.  Learning to live the principles of the gospel and receive instructive 
revelation from the Holy Ghost does not happen all at once.  It is a growing and maturing 
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process just as it was for the brother of Jared.  However, the same sanctifying and revelatory 
process is available to the Saints today.  For “he that believeth these things which I have spoken, 
him will I visit with the manifestations of my Spirit, and he shall know and bear record.  For 
because of my Spirit he shall know that these things are true” (v 11). 
Kenneth W. Anderson, The Book of Mormon: Fourth Nephi through Moroni, from Zion to Destruction, ed. by 
Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate Jr. [Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University Press, 
1995], 38. 
 

President Lorenzo Snow, “This is the grand privilege of every Latter-day Saint… that it is our 
right to have the manifestation of the Spirit every day of our lives… 
 Imagine the miracle of it!  Whatever our Church calling, we can pray to our Heavenly Father 
and receive guidance and direction, be warned about dangers and distractions, and be enabled to 
accomplish things we simply could not do on our own.  If we will truly receive the Holy Ghost 
and learn to discern and understand His promptings, we will be guided in matters large and 
small… 
 Brothers and sisters, how can we become the men and women—the Christlike servants—the 
Lord needs us to be?  How can we find answers to questions that perplex us?  If joseph Smith’s 
transcendent experience in the Sacred Grove teaches us anything, it is that the heavens are open 
and that God speaks to His children. 
 The Prophet Joseph Smith set a pattern for us to follow in resolving our questions.  Drawn to 
the promise of James that if we lack wisdom we may ask of God, the boy Joseph took his 
question directly to Heavenly Father.  He sought personal revelation, and his seeking opened that 
last dispensation. 
 In like manner, what will your seeking open for you?  What wisdom do you lack?  What do 
you feel an urgent need to know or understand?  Follow the example of the Prophet Joseph.  Find 
a quiet place where you can regularly go.  Humble yourself before God.  Pour out your heart to 
your Heavenly Father.  Turn to Him for answers and for comfort. 
 Pray in the name of Jesus Christ about your concerns, your fears, your weaknesses—yes, the 
very longings of your heart.  And then listen!  Write the thoughts that come to your mind.  
Record your feelings and follow through with actions that you are prompted to take.  As you 
repeat this process day after day, month after month, year after year, you will “grow into the 
principle revelation.”… 
 Oh, there is so much more that your Father in Heaven wants you to know.  As Elder Neal A. 
Maxwell taught, “To those who have eyes to see and ears to hear, it is clear that the Father and 
the Son are giving away the secrets of the universe.” 
 Nothing opens the heavens quite like the combination of increased purity, exact obedience, 
earnest seeking, daily feasting on the words of Christ in the Book of Mormon, and regular time 
committed to temple and family history work… 
 I am optimistic about the future.  It will be filled with opportunities for each of us to 
progress, contribute, and take the gospel to every corner of the earth.  But I am also not naïve 
about the days ahead.  We live in a world that is complex and increasingly contentious.  The 
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constant availability of social media and a 24-hour news cycle bombard us with relentless 
messages.  If we are to have any hope of sifting through the myriad of voices and the 
philosophies of men that attack truth, we must learn to receive revelation. 
 Our Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, will perform some of His mightiest works between 
now and when He comes again.  We will see miraculous indications that God the Father and His 
Son, Jesus Christ, preside over this Church in majesty and glory.  But in coming days, it will not 
be possible to survive spiritually without the guiding, directing, comforting, and constant 
influence of the Holy Ghost. 
 My beloved brothers and sisters, I plead with you to increase your spiritual capacity to 
receive revelation.  Let this Easter Sunday be a defining moment in your life.  Choose to do the 
spiritual work required to enjoy the gift of the Holy Ghost and hear the voice of the Spirit more 
frequently and more clearly. 
President Russell M. Nelson, “Revelation for the Church, Revelation for Our Lives” Ensign, May 2018, pp.93-96. 
 

Ether 4: 13-15 
Read the veil 
 The Book of Mormon is predicated on the willingness of men and women to “rend the veil of 
unbelief” in order to behold the revelations—and the Revelation—of God (Ether 54:15).  It 
would seem that the humbling experience of the brother of Jared in his failure to pray and his 
consternation over the sixteen stones were included in this account to show just how mortal and 
just how normal he was…at least in some ways so much like ourselves.  His belief in himself 
and his view of himself may have been limited—much like our view of ourselves.  But his belief 
in God was unprecedented.  It was without doubt or limit… Ordinary individuals with ordinary 
challenges could rend the veil of unbelief and enter the realms of eternity.  And Christ…would 
be standing at the edge of that veil to usher the believer through. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Nurturing Faith Through the Book of Mormon, The 24th Annual Sperry Symposium, pp. 23-24. 
 

 “We too often tend to live beneath our spiritual privileges; we settle for twilight when 
sunlight is readily available.” 
Robert Millett, Alive in Christ, preface VII. 
 

 “God has not revealed anything to Joseph but what He will make known unto the twelve, and 
even the least Saint may know all things as fast as he is able to bear them.” 
TPJS, p. 149 
 

 Elder McConkie also explained that “there is no limit to the revelations each member of the 
Church may receive.  It is within the power of every person who has received the gift of the Holy 
Ghost to see visions, entertain angels, learn the deep and hidden mysteries of the kingdom, and 
even see the face of God.” 
A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, 490. 
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 “The ability to qualify for, receive and act on personal revelation is the single most important 
skill that can be acquired in this life.” 
Julie B. Beck, Ensign, May 2010, p. 11 
 

Ether 4: Conclusion 
When Will We Receive a Fulness of the Record of the Brother of Jared?  
 I say that when the brother of Jared went on the mount, the Lord revealed the history of this 
earth to him from the beginning to the end thereof, but we do not have it.  But when the Nephites 
became righteous, after the visit of the Son of God, the Lord revealed that record to them, and 
then when they began to fall away, he took the record away again and hid it up.  Here is what the 
Lord says about it. 
 “And after Christ truly had showed himself unto his people, he commanded that they should 
be made manifest” (That is, the full record.) 
 “And now, after that, they have all dwindled in unbelief, and there is none save it be the 
Lamanites, and they have rejected the gospel of Christ, therefore I am commanded that I should 
hide them up again in the earth.” (Ether 4: 2-3.) 
 For the sake of time I will skip a little and say that the Lord has promised that we can have 
that hidden record when we are prepared to receive it.  I will read it. 
“For the Lord said unto me: They shall not go forth unto the Gentiles until the day that they shall 
repent of their iniquity, and become clean before the Lord. 
 “And in that day that they shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of 
Jared did, that they may become sanctified in me, then will I manifest unto them the things 
which the brother of Jared saw, even to the unfolding unto them all my revelations, saith Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, the Father of the heavens and of the earth, and all things that in them 
are.” (Ibid, 4:6-7.) 
 Now the Lord has placed us on probation as members of the Church.  He has given us the 
Book of Mormon, which is the lesser part, to build up our faith through our obedience to the 
counsels which it contains, and when we ourselves, members of the Church, are willing to keep 
the commandments as they have been given to us and show our faith as the Nephites did for a 
short period of time, then the Lord is ready to bring forth the other record and give it to us, but 
we are not ready now to receive it.  Why?  Because we have not lived up to the requirements in 
this probationary state in the reading of the record which had been given to us, and in following 
its counsels. 
President Joseph Fieldling Smith, Conference Report, October 1961, pp. 19-20. 
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