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Preface to Jarom 

 But perhaps the most remarkable demonstration of literary sensitivity in the entire Book of Mormon can be 

enjoyed in the seven pages which comprise the books of Enos, Jarom, and Omni.  Though these books at first 

glance seem too short to be very significant, they are actually a tour de force without parallel in Hebraic scripture, 

illustrating that style is the man. 

 The headlong impetuosity of Enos is suggested by his rather imprecise, fragmentary opening sentence.  You 

know, as an English teacher this always makes me shiver a little as I read it.  “Behold, it came to pass that I, Enos, 

knowing my father that he was a just man—for he taught me in his language, and also in the nurture and admonition 

of the Lord—and blessed be the name of my God for it.” 

 The vitality of this man fairly crackles on the page.  Note especially his use of verbs and verb forms: wrestled, 

sunk, hungered, kneeled, cried, raised, poured out, struggling, swept.  Enos simply can’t wait for logic to catch up 

with him.  His words roll forth in an irresistible flood.  In describing the Lamanites he pours attitudes on top of 

environment, adds physical description, then skills, shifts to diet and back to attitudes again.  His sentences all have 

a spoken quality, and their length seems determined only by a need for breath.  Listen as you read the following 

description of his own people: “And there was nothing save it was exceeding harshness, preaching and prophesying 

of wars, and contentions, and destructions, and continually reminding them of death, and the duration of eternity, and 

the judgments and the power of God, and all these things—stirring them up continually to keep them in the fear of the 

Lord.”  Just one magnificent sentence—about a deep breath long. 

 This man wrings meaning from every moment.  His concluding words are beautiful in character: “And I rejoice in 

the day when my mortal shall put on immortality, and shall stand before him; then shall I see his face with pleasure.”  

It had been suggested in all Western literature there is a singular lack of friendship toward God.  Reverence, awe, 

wonder, transport, even ecstasy we know; but all these have overtures of the supernal. Enos, in the company of the 

English poet George Herbert, might well make an affectionate call on the Lord. 

 From Enos to his son Jarom is the shortest of genealogical steps but a gigantic shift in style.  Except for the 

expected, conventional beginning, note the difference: “Now behold, I, Jarom, write a few words according to the 

commandment of my father, Enos, that our genealogy may be kept.”  You are suddenly aware that nothing in the 

whole book of Enos came to bear on a problem with such crispness.  The succeeding verses develop the reasons for 

the length of his account and the special problems of his day in coherent, beautifully modulated sentences.  His 

diction too is precise.  In discussing his people he lets us see their total strength in saying that, “They profaned not, 

neither did they blaspheme.”  This is not merely synonymous parallelism, that standard device of Hebraic positive.  

This is an incremental repetition in which additional meanings are added within a parallel framework…. 

 From calm, exacting Jarom we come to Omni.  At once we are struck by a focus on the first person.  There are 

seven “I”’s in two verses. Omni is a soldier, dutifully carrying out the command of his father but not a bit averse to 

identifying himself as a wicked man.  We soon see what really interests him.  He not only lets us know of his valor in 

battle but describes his times solely in terms of war and peace.  “We had many seasons of peace, we had many 

seasons of serious war and bloodshed.” 

 That reference to “serious war” gives him away.  It suggests the concern of a man to whom war is neither 

inconsequential nor detestable.  It’s simply a vocation.  Omni is forthright, not very reflective, and his sentences 

march briskly but to no great end. 

 Amaron, Omni’s son, is more like his grandfather, Jarom.  He is careful, organized, and in a few verses manages 

to turn our attention from personalities to issues.  Yet Amaron lack’s Jarom’s linguistic sensitivity.  His sentences, 

unlike Omni’s, are neatly balanced, but it is a mechanical neatness.  Here is a style which tries to synthesize the no-

nonsense approach of his father with the carefully controlled cadence of his grandfather. 

 If Amaron is not quite successful, what shall we say of Chemish?  Poor, dear Chemish!  Possibly he didn’t 

expect to have to take his turn at the records, since they usually went from father to son, but overwhelmed by the 

responsibility that is suddenly his, he can only belabor the obvious: “They all write in the same book, and they all 
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write with their own hands.”  You can just see the half-hopeful, half-relieved smile with which he turns the records 

over to his son…. 

 I know of no more revealing verse in all scripture.  How clearly Chemish is given to us.  Not in what is said about 

him, but in what he says about himself through his style.  Just one verse, but in it the whole history of inadequacy…. 

 It’s a relief to pass on to Abinadom.  But in reading his account I seem to detect a bit of insecurity.  I suspect he’s 

looked back to see what others have written.  There are echoes of Omni and Jarom, but nothing else.  At this point 

we have had four men write in a total of eleven verses.  This is all we know of them, yet I feel I might recognize them 

on the street. 

 The final nineteen, rather long verses are the breezy contribution of Amaleki.  He just loves to write.  He mixes 

exhortation with history in about equal amounts and stops only when he’s used up all the space that remained on the 

plates. 

 Joseph Smith’s translation of the small plates concludes here.  Not only have we encountered typically Hebraic 

figures, but they have been presented with undeniable skill.  Styles which should have been distinctive have been 

consistently so.  Yet there’s an overall tone which bespeaks a single translator. 

 We have only to check the markedly different versions of the Bible in English to recognize how much a translator 

can provide in achieving that integration of nuance and emphasis that turns words into life…. 
Robert K. Thomas, A Literary Critic Looks At The Book of Mormon, 8th of 12 essays published in TO THE GLORY OF GOD, Dedicated to the 

life and memory of B. West Belnap, [1972], 156-159.  Originally published in The Joseph Smith Memorial Sermons, Twenty-Second Annual, 

December 6, 1964, LDS Institute of Religion, Logan, Utah 

 

Jarom 1:4 

As many as…have faith, have communion with the Holy Spirit 

 This is a remarkable text.  The announcement is not that the faithful are entitled to receive revelation but rather 

that the faithful will not be without revelation!  The spirit of revelation is not intended to be a privilege sparingly 

granted among the household of faith; rather, it is obligatory upon all who are or can be called Saints.  Without the 

spirit of revelation we can neither preach nor teach the gospel, nor know of its certainty.  Without revelation there is 

nor can be no true religion. 
Millet & McConkie, Commentary on BOM, Vol 2 p. 107 

 

Jarom 1:5 

“They profaned not” 

 Literally, the “profane” is that which is “out of the temple,” meaning that which does not center in God and a 

sacred or covenant relationship with him.  To take the Lord’s name in vain is to profane the name of the Holy One; to 

violate the Sabbath day is to profane the holy day; and the breaking of any commandment constitutes the profaning 

of that commandment.  To be profane is to be in a state of irreverence or impiety.  It is to have contempt for the 

things of God.  To profane is to pollute or to desecrate the sacred.  For Jarom to testify that his people “profaned not” 

is for him to attest that they were a religious people who earnestly sought to live in accordance with the covenants 

they had made with their God. 
Ibid 

 

 In Hebrews the term Sabbath means “rest.”…The Sabbath day is given throughout the generations of man for a 

perpetual covenant.  It is a sign between the Lord and his children forever….It is a day not for lavish banqueting but a 

day of simple meals and spiritual feasting; …a day when maid and mistress might be relieved from the 

preparation….A day when employer and employee, master and servant may be free from plowing, digging, toiling.  It 

is a day when the office may be locked and business postponed, and troubles forgotten….A day to study the 

scriptures,…a day to nap and rest and relax, a day to visit the sick, a day to preach the gospel, a day to proselyte, a 

day to visit quietly with the family and get acquainted with our children, a day for proper courting, a day to do 

2 

3 

4 



Book of Mormon Commentary  Jarom 

Page 3 of 4 

good….The Savior…recognized also that the ox might get into the mire or the ass fall into the pit; but neither in the 

letter nor in the spirit did he ever approve the use of the Sabbath for ordinary and regular work or for amusements 

and play. 
Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, pp. 215-216 

 

 Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints recognize Sunday as the Sabbath in 

commemoration of the fact that Christ came forth from the grave on Sunday, and the Apostles commenced meeting 

thereafter on the first day of the week (see John 20;1-6; Luke 24:1; Mark 16:1; Matt. 28:1; Acts 20:7)….Let’s not shop 

on Sunday.  One way we avoid this is by planning ahead.  Fill up the gas tank on Saturday.  Acquire the needed 

groceries for the weekend on Saturday.  Don’t you be the means of causing someone to work on Sunday because 

you patronize their establishment…The justification for and reason often cited by the owners and operators of such 

businesses is to be competitive, to conform to corporate policy, and so on.  I well remember an interview President 

Spencer W. Kimball once had with a faithful Church member.  It went like this: “What is your occupation?”  And [the 

man] said, “I operate a service station.”  And I asked, “Do you operate on the Sabbath?”  His answer was, “No, I do 

not.”  “Well, how can you get along?  Most service station operators seem to think they must open on the Sabbath.”  

“I get along well,” he said.  “The Lord is good to me.”  “Do you not have stiff competition?” I asked.  “Yes, indeed,” he 

replied.  “Across the street is a man who keeps open all day Sunday.”  “And you never open?”  I asked.  “No, sir,” he 

said, “and I am grateful, and the Lord is kind, and I have sufficient for my needs” (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, 

p. 227).  What are the promises and blessings of the Lord to those who honor the Sabbath day…?  The fullness of 

the earth is yours the land will be blessed with rain and will yield its increase, there will be peace in the land, and God 

will magnify His faithful people, have respect for them, and establish His covenant with them (see D&C 59:16-19; 

Lev. 26:2-6, 9). 
Earl C. Tingey, Ensign, May 1996, p. 10-12 

 

 There isn’t anybody in this Church who has to buy furniture on Sunday….There isn’t anybody in this Church who 

has to buy a new automobile on Sunday….There isn’t anybody in this Church who, with a little care and planning, 

has to buy groceries on Sunday….I don’t think we need to patronize the ordinary business merchants on the Sabbath 

day.  Why do they stay open?  To get customers.  Who are those customers?  Well, they are not all nonmembers of 

this Church. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Heber City/Springville, Utah, Regional Conference, Priesthood Leadership Meeting, 13 may 1995 

 

 Years ago a father asked Elder ElRay L. Christiansen (1897-1975), Assistant to the Twelve Apostles, what name 

Elder Christiansen could suggest for the man’s newly acquired boat.  Elder Christiansen suggested, “Why not call it 

‘The Sabbath Breaker?’”  I’m confident the would-be sailor pondered whether his pride and joy would be a Sabbath 

breaker or a Sabbath keeper.  Whatever his decision, it no doubt left a lasting impression upon his children. 
Thomas S. Monson, Ensign, Apr. 2006 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2006], 4 

 

 I let my imagination go and seemed to see a band of destroying angels loosed from heaven—thundering across 

the land.  And even before I had time to think about the situation, I seemed to see myself standing in front of these 

determined destroyers, declaring, “Hold, hold, hold”; and they held.  “Go back,” I said: and their horses reared, their 

eyes flashing in impatience.  The destroyers’ anxiousness showed, but they held. 

 The leader looked me squarely in the eye and challenged, “By what right do you ask us to hold?  Have you not 

seen the evil of the land?” 

 I replied, “Yes, I know of the sordidness of the world.  I see the constant mocking of God’s laws, the 

merchandising on his holy day, the constant breaking of his commandments.  I see the evil that exists almost 

universally.  Yes, yes, all these things are true, still…”  Then I became concerned.  What right had I to ask them to 

hold? 
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 My eyes began to fall from his penetrating gaze, but something inside kept searching, searching, until finally a 

laserlike beam locked on to a misty memory made many months ago and faithfully filed away for such a time as this.  

A vista of a beautiful green valley passed before me and moved to the front of my consciousness. 

 I raised my eyes and met his as he again said, “What right do you have to ask us to hold?” 

 Then with the confidence of sure knowledge and spiritual direction, I replied, “You must hold, for you see, I have 

been through Cache Valley on a Sunday afternoon.” 
Elder Groberg, Ensign, Nov ’84, p. 78-81 

 

Jarom 1:9-10 

Conditions of America’s Liberty 

 Because our nation is a creation of heaven, and because it has a divine destiny, we Americans must learn that it 

can continue to exist only as it aligns itself with the powers of heaven….Our first President, George 

Washington…warned that if we are to survive as a free and independent nation, we must obey the Almighty God who 

brought us into being. 
Mark E. Petersen, in Conference Report, April 1968, 59 

 

 Even this nation will be on the verge of crumbling to pieces and tumbling to the ground, and when the 

Constitution is upon the brink of ruin, this people will be the Staff upon which the Nation shall lean, and they shall 

bear the Constitution away from the very verge of destruction. 
Joseph Smith, Discourses of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 304 

 

Jarom 1:10-12 

 I know of no other writing that sets forth with such clarity the tragic consequences to societies that follow courses 

contrary to the commandments of God.  Its pages trace the stories of two distinct civilizations that flourished on the 

Western Hemisphere.  Each began as a small nation, its people walking in the fear of the Lord.  Each prospered, but 

with prosperity came growing evils.  The people succumbed to the wiles of ambitious and scheming leaders who 

oppressed them with burdensome taxes, who lulled them with hollow promises, who countenanced and even 

encouraged loose and lascivious living, who led them into terrible wars that resulted in the death of millions and the 

final extinction of two great civilizations in two different eras. 

 No other written testament so clearly illustrates the fact that when men and nations walk in the fear of God and in 

obedience to his commandments, they prosper and grow, but when they disregard him and his word, there comes a 

decay which, unless arrested by righteousness, leads to impotence and death. 
President Gordon B. Hinckley, “The Power of the Book of Mormon,” Ensign, June 1988, p. 5 

9 

10 

11 


