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Ether 2:3 
Deseret 
 Now it is a remarkable coincidence that the word deseret, or something very close to it, 
enjoyed a position of ritual prominence among the founders of the classical Egyptian 
civilization… We have the founders of the two main parent civilizations of antiquity [Jaredites 
and Egyptians] entering their new homelands at approximately the same time from some 
common center… The land they first settled in Egypt was forever after known as “the land of the 
bee,” and was designated in hieroglyphic by the picture of a bee, while every king of Egypt “in 
his capacity of King of Upper and Lower Egypt” bore the title, “he who belongs to the sedge and 
the bee.” 
 From the first, students of hieroglyphic were puzzled as to what sound value should be given 
to the bee-picture… The Egyptians themselves has forgotten the original word… Is it not strange 
that such a common and very important word should have been forgotten?  What happened? 
Something not at all unusual in the history of cult and ritual, namely the deliberate avoidance or 
prohibition of the sacred word.  We know that the bee sign was not always written down, but in 
its place the picture of the Red Crown—the name it bore when it was substituted for the bee.  
The name was dsrt (the vowels are not known)… 
 A familiar parallel immediately comes to mind.  To this day, no one knows how the Hebrew 
name of God, YHWH, is to be pronounced, because no good Jew would dare to pronounce it 
even if he knew, but instead when he sees the written word always substitutes another word,  
Adonai, in its place to avoid uttering the awful sound of the Name  
 In certain editions of the Book of Mormon, though not the first, the word deseret is 
capitalized, for the editors have recognized that it is really a title, “which by interpretation is a 
honeybee,” as distinct from the “swarms of bees”… 
 Let us list the known facts…(1) “The Jaredites in their wanderings took with them “a 
honeybee” which they called in their language deseret, as well as “hives of bee.” (2) The 
founders of the Second Civilization of Egypt had the bee as the symbol of their land, their king, 
and their empire, to all of which they applied the designation deseret, or something very close to 
it. (3) Though they never called the bee itself dsrt, the sign which is often “for superstitious 
reasons” written in its place  is so designated. (4) The bee sign was always regarded by the 
Egyptians as very sacred… 
 As a naturalist you will no doubt protest at this point that the bee is unknown in ancient 
America, having first been introduced into the New World by the white man in the seventeenth 
century.  There are seven references to bees or honey in the Book of Mormon, and without 
exception they all belong to the Old World…  The Jaredites carried hives of bees from Babel 
into the wilderness for a journey of many years, but there is no mention of bees in the cargo of 
their ships (Ether 5:4)—a significant omission, since our author elsewhere goes out of his way to 
mention them.  The survival of the word bee in the New World after the bees themselves had 
been left behind is a phenomenon… but the Book of Mormon nowhere mentions bees or honey 
as existing in the Western Hemisphere. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952],184-189. 
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Ether 2: 5 
Where there never had man been 
 Some years ago H. Gressmann, in examining the traditions of the great natural catastrophe 
and moral; overthrow of the time of the Tower of Babel (when our Jaredite migration takes 
place), came across the ancient concept found among the Hebrews, that when the earth was 
defiled my men, it was necessary for those whom God would preserve from the general 
destruction that they be sent into some undefiled part of the earth, which could only be, as 
Gressmann’s sources have it, “a Land of the beyond, where no member of the human race had as 
yet inhabited.”  This is exactly the sense of God’s instructions to the Brother of Jared. 
Hugh Nibley, Since Cumorah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 238. 
 
 

Ether 2: 7-9, 12, 15 
Conditional Freedom of the Promised Land 
 The Lord’s law for this land is declared in the Book of Mormon, where we read that this land 
is a “land of Promise” that “the Lord God had reserved for a righteous people… And whatsoever 
nation shall possess it shall serve God, or they shall be swept off.”  The only power strong 
enough to withstand a fullness of iniquity is the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Joseph B. Wirthlin, Ensign, Nov. 1994, p. 77. 

  
 Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to 
govern any other. 
John Adams 
 
 It is the duty of nations as well as men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of 
God, to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that 
genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth, announced 
in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is 
the Lord. 
Abraham Lincoln (quoted by Ezra Taft Benson, Righteousness Exalteth a Nation, p. 5). 

 
  Our Government rests upon religion.  It is from that source that we derive our reverence for 
truth and justice, for equality and liberality, and for the rights of mankind.  Unless the people 
believe in these principles they cannot believe in our government.  There are only two main 
theories of government in the world.  One rests on righteousness and the other on force.  One 
appeals to reason, and the other appeals to the sword.  One is exemplified in the republic, the 
other is represented by a despotism.  The government of a country never gets ahead of the 
religion of a country.  There is no way by which we can substitute the authority of law for the 
virtue of man.  Of course we endeavor to restrain the vicious, and furnish a fair degree of 
security and protection by legislation and police control, but the real reform which society in 
these days is seeking will come as a result of our religious convictions, or they will not come at 
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all.  Peace, justice, humility, charity—these cannot be legislated into being.  They are the result 
of divine grace. 
Calvin Coolidge (as quoted in Doctrines of Salvation, Smith, 3:317-318).  
  
 The success, which has hitherto attended our united efforts, we owe to the gracious 
interposition of Heaven; and to that interposition let us gratefully ascribe the praise of victory, 
and the blessings of peace. 
George Washington, To the Executive of New Hampshire, Nov. 3, 1789, Writings, 12:175. 

 
 [Pres. Benson adds this aforementioned quote by G. Washington] Yes, it was this faith in 
God that sustained them in their hours of extremity.  We too will need this same faith to sustain 
us in the critical days ahead. 
Ezra Taft Benson, This Nation Shall Endure, p. 44. 
 

 We must protect the soul of America—we must return to a love and respect for the basic 
spiritual concepts upon which this nation has been established… God rules this world—It is the 
duty of nations as well as men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God, to 
confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow… and to recognize the sublime truth that 
those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord. 
Ezra Taft Benson, A Nation Asleep, pp. 15, 43. 

 
 We must study and learn for ourselves the principles laid down in the Constitution which 
have preserved our freedoms for the last two hundred years.  If we do not understand the role of 
government and how our rights are protected by the Constitution, we may accept programs or 
organizations that help erode our freedoms.  An informed citizenry is the first line of defense 
against anarchy and tyranny.  We must teach our children about the spiritual roots of this great 
nation.  We must become actively involved in supporting programs and textbooks in the public 
schools that teach the greatness of the early patriots who helped forge our liberties.  We must 
teach our children that it is part of our faith that the Constitution of the United States was 
inspired by God.  We reverence it akin to the revelations that have come from His hand.  The 
great heritage of freedom bequeathed to us by our forbears must be handed on to each 
succeeding generation with great care. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Righteousness Exalteth a Nation, pp. 5-6. 
  

 This is a Christian nation.  Before the Revolution it was so in accord with law; since the 
Revolution it has remained so in fact.  We, the people of the United States, guarantee full 
religious freedom to all within our jurisdiction, whether they be non-Christian or Pagan.  But the 
nation itself is a Christian nation.  Thus we of America can stand for no cause which would 
dethrone Christianity here and put in its place any other creed, whether non-Christian or Pagan… 
J. Reuben Clark, Jr., Conference Report, Oct. 1939, p. 10. 
 
 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 



Book of Mormon Commentary  Ether 2 

Too often we bask in our comfortable complacency and rationalize that the ravages of war, 
economic disaster, famine, and earthquake cannot happen here.  Those who believe this are 
either not acquainted with the revelations of the Lord, or they do not believe them.  Those who 
smugly think these calamities will not happen, that they somehow will be set aside because of 
the righteousness of the Saints, are deceived and will rue the day they harbored such a delusion.  
The Lord has warned and forewarned us against a day of great tribulation and given us counsel, 
through His servants, on how we can be prepared for these difficult times.  Have we heeded His 
Counsel? 
The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p. 706 
  

 These passages of scripture from the Book of Mormon are true: (Ether 2:7-12) this nation is 
not exempt, and the people, if they continue to pursue the course of evil and ungodliness that 
they treading, shall eventually be punished.  If they continue to disregard the warning voice of 
the Lord, deny their Redeemer.. The judgments of the Lord will come upon this land, and this 
nation will not be saved; we will not be spared from the war, from famine, from pestilence and 
finally from destruction, as a nation. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, comp. by Bruce R. McConkie [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1956], 
3:321-322. 

 
 Great are the promises concerning this land of America.  We are told unequivocally that it “is 
a choice land, and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall be free from bondage, and from 
captivity, and from all other nations under heaven, if they but serve the God of the land, who is 
Jesus Christ” (Ether 2:12).  This is the crux of the entire matter—obedience to the 
commandments of God. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, Nov. 2001 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2001], 73 

 
 Without this book and modern revelation, we are strangers in our own land… And when this 
land was re-peopled after the flood, God ordained that it should be a citadel of liberty, a 
sanctuary of freedom.  This record says: “And he [God] has sworn in his wrath unto the brother 
of Jared, that whoso should possess this land of promise, from that time henceforth and forever, 
should serve him, the true and only God, or they should be swept off when the fullness of his 
wrath should come upon them…. And the fullness of his wrath cometh upon them when they are 
ripened in iniquity” (Ether 2:8-9).  And three great civilizations have already been destroyed for 
that reason upon our land before our own nation was established… 
 America has not just been a favored land in our own day.  America has always been a 
favored land. 
Sterling W. Sill, The Majesty of Books [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1974], 38-39. 

  
11 This is a very sober time in the history of our nation.  Buried yesterday was President Ronald 
Reagan.  I do not care whether you are a Democrat or Republican, but he was a man who left his 
mark upon the world.  He was a good friend of this Church.  I visited with him on two or three 
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occasions.  President Spencer W. Kimball visited with him.  President Ezra Taft Benson visited 
with him.  President Thomas S. Monson visited with him. 
 When he came to Salt Lake, I read to him from the Book of Mormon the statements found 
therein that this is a choice land, choice above all other lands, and that its freedom would remain 
so long as the people worshipped the God of the land, who is Jesus Christ (see Ether 2:12).  I 
read those words to Ronald Reagan and then presented to him a copy of the book where those 
words are found. 
 I counted him as a friend.  I have tonight in my shirt these cufflinks which he gave me, which 
have on their face the seal of the president of the United States of America and on the reverse 
side the name of Ronald Reagan…. 
 I hope that there is not a day that passes that you and I, every one of us, does not get on our 
knees and pray for this land of which we are a part and those who preside here, that they may be 
guided and blessed to do that which the Lord would have done. 
Discourses of President Gordon B. Hinckley [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
2005], 2:523-524. 

 
 The first president of our nation, George Washington, in his inaugural address spoken April 
30, 1789, said these words: “No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the invisible 
hand, which conducts the affairs of men, more than the people of the United States…(in Harvard 
Classics, 43:226)…. 
 The foundation of our national policy will be laid in the pure and immutable principles of 
private morality.”  He continued, “…the propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a 
nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven itself has ordained.” (in 
Harvard Classics, 43:227)…. 
 One of the stirring pictures of our national heritage is that of General Washington kneeling in 
prayer at Valley Forge, pleading with the Almighty in behalf of his hungry, freezing, dying men 
of the Continental Army. 
 We are secularizing America.  We are closing the door on the Almighty.  I plead with each of 
you to add your strength to the enhancement of our trust in God.  This is the foundation upon 
which our national strength is laid. 
Discourses of President Gordon B. Hinckley, [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
2004], 1:628, 631-632. 

 
Ether 2: 10 
Fulfillment of Scriptures 
 In the western part of the state of New York, near Palmyra is a prominent hill known as the 
“hill Cumorah.”  (Morm. 6:6.)  On July twenty-fifth of this year, as I stood on the crest of that 
hill admiring with awe the breathtaking panorama which stretched out before me on every hand, 
my mind reverted to the events which occurred in that vicinity some twenty-five centuries ago—
events which brought to an end the great Jaredite nation. 
 You who are acquainted with the Book of Mormon will recall that during the final campaign 
of the fratricidal war between the armies of Shiz and those led by Coriantumr “nearly two 
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millions” of Coriantumr’s people had been slain by the sword; “two millions of mighty men, and 
also their wives and their children.” (Ether 15:2.) 
 As the conflict intensified, all the people who had not been slain—men “with their wives and 
their children” (Ether 15:15)—gathered about that hill Cumorah (see Ether 15:11)… 
 Thus perished at the foot of Cumorah the remnant of the once mighty Jaredite nation, of 
whom the Lord had said, “There shall be none greater…. Upon all the face of the earth.” (Ether 
1:43). 
 As I contemplated this tragic scene from the crest of Cumorah and viewed the beautiful land 
of the Restoration as it appears today, I cried in my soul, “How could it have happened?” 
 The answer came immediately as I remembered that some fifteen to twenty centuries before 
their destruction, as the small group of their ancestors was being divinely led from the tower of 
Babel, the Lord “would that they should come forth even unto [this] land of promise, which was 
choice above all other lands, which the Lord God had preserved for a righteous people…” (Ether 
2:7-10.) 
Pursuant to this decree concerning the land of America, the Jaredites were swept off in the 
manner we have reviewed, because, rebelling against the laws of Jesus Christ—the God of the 
land—they “ripened in iniquity.”  
Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, Oct. 1975, pp. 51-53; or Ensign, Nov. 1975, pp. 35-36. 

 
Ether 2: 12 
 “Righteousness exalteth a nation” (Proverbs 14:34).  This is a key to understanding our 
heritage and this is a key to maintaining it.  The foundations of America are spiritual.  That must 
never be forgotten nor doubted… 
 There are some in this land, among whom I count myself, whose faith it is that this land is 
reserved only for a righteous people, and we remain here as tenants only as we remain in the 
favor of the Lord, for He is the landlord as far as this earth is concerned.  If we are to remain 
under heaven’s benign protection and care, we must return to those principles which have 
brought us our peace, liberty, and prosperity.  Our problems today are essentially problems of the 
Spirit. 
 The solution is not more wealth, more food, more technology, more government, or 
instruments of destruction—the solution is personal and national reformation.  In short, it is to 
bring our national character ahead of our technological and material advances.  Repentance is the 
sovereign remedy to our problems.  
The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, pp. 569, 580. 
 

Ether 2: 13-14 
Pitched their tents and remembered not to call upon the Lord 
 The brother of Jared and his caravan of people and animals had been stopped four years in a 
journey they knew was to take them over many waters to a promised land.  And the Master took 
not a minute, not five minutes, but three hours of His time to rebuke inattention.  What do those 
four years and three hours show us about barriers and gateways to learning. 
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 How could Moriancumer—a man able to accept his brother’s counsel, a man blessed by the 
Master’s personal attention for his mighty prayer, a man strong enough to lead people and flocks 
of every kind across trackless wastes and seas and finally reach the edge of the great ocean—
how could he pitch his tent and, four years later, be chastened for forgetting the Lord?... 
 Can’t you almost hear the sighs of relief as the burdens are set down, the flocks are led to 
feed in the coastal plain, the tents are pitched, and the place is for the great leader who brought 
them safely through?  The scriptures don’t tell us why the people “remembered not to call upon 
the name of the Lord” (Ether 2:14) during those years, but our own experience may give us a 
clue… When our tents are pitched—it’s easy to forget the Master… 
 Our negligence or lack of diligence in studying and keeping the commandments may be akin 
to the laxness of the Jaredites during the four years. 
Henry B. Eyring, in The Book of Mormon:  It Begins with a Family [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1983], 242-246, 
247. 
 

 It is difficult to imagine what a three-hour rebuke from the Lord might be like, but the 
brother of Jared endured it.  With immediate repentance and prayer, this prophet again sought 
guidance for the journey they had been assigned and those who were to pursue it.  God accepted 
his repentance and lovingly gave further direction for their crucial mission. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant [1997], 15. 
 

 The Lord is truly there to chastise those whom He loves, including the spiritually preeminent. 
The Brother of Jared for too long had failed to pray (see Ether 2:14). Even the good can become 
careless without the Lord’s being there to chasten.  Later, the chastened Brother of Jared saw 
Christ! (see Ether 3:13-16) 
 Conference Report, Oct. 1987, 37; or Ensign, Nov. 1987, 31. 
 

 The messages and applications of this episode for us today may be twofold:  1) that “calling 
upon the Lord” is much more than merely “saying prayers.”  President Spencer W. Kimball 
taught that “we would not ask a Church leader for advice, then disregard it.  We must never ask 
the Lord for blessings, then ignore the answer.” (Prayer,” p.19.)  “Calling upon the Lord” 
requires not only frequency and fervency of prayer but also action—commitment to do what the 
Lord commands and to implement his counsel promptly.  2) From the Lord’s chastening the 
Brother of Jared we see also the danger of pausing too long in one place when we need to be 
moving onward, forward, and upward.  Perhaps it was fear of the long ocean journey, 
complacency created by the comforts of the seashore, or the natural tendency to want to be 
“commanded in all things” that caused them to delay their journey.  Whatever the reason, the 
Lord desired them, as he desires us, to “press forward.”  Perhaps the Lord was chastening the 
brother of Jared in much the same way as President Spencer W. Kimball chastened and prodded 
the Church.  “We have paused on some plateaus long enough,” he declared.  “Let us resume our 
journey forward and upward.  Let us quietly put an end to our reluctance to reach out to others—
whether in our own families, wards, or neighborhoods.  We have been diverted, at times, from  
fundamentals on which we must now focus in order to move forward as a person or as a people. 
McConkie, Millet, and Top, Book of Mormon Commentary, 4:270 
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 The Lord does answer our prayers…Do you get answers to your prayers?  If not, perhaps, 
you did not pay the price.  Do you offer a few trite words and worn-out phrases, or do you talk 
intimately to the Lord?  Do you pray occasionally when you should be praying regularly, often 
constantly?... When you pray, do you just speak, or do you also listen?... The Lord stands 
knocking… But he will never force himself upon us.  If we ever move apart, it is we who move 
and not the Lord. 
Spencer W. Kimball, New Era, March, 1978, 17. 
 

Ether 2: 15 
Repented 
 True repentance that yields forgiveness requires, as President Joseph F. Smith stated, “a 
discontinuance of all evil practices and deeds, a thorough reformation of life, a vital change from 
evil to good, from vice to virtue, from darkness to light.” 
Gospel Doctrine, p. 100; see also “Though Your Sins Be As Scarlet,” pp. 67-84. 
 
 In all our expressions of wonder and gratitude at our Father’s loving and forgiving attitude 
we must not be misled into supposing either that forgiveness may be considered lightly or that 
sin may be repealed with impunity after protestations of repentance.  The Lord will indeed 
forgive, but he will not tolerate repetitions of the sin… 
 God will forgive—of that, we are sure.  How satisfying it is to be cleansed from filthiness, 
but how much better it is never to have committed the sin!  Even though one may have the 
assurance that God and all others have forgiven him, will a man ever totally forgive himself for 
gross sin?  How splendid for one to be able to stand tall and look straight and honestly to affirm 
that, though he may have committed some follies and lessor errors, he has never broken the 
major laws!  Ezekiel gives comfort to that soul who has never lost his footing when, speaking for 
the Lord, the prophet emphasizes that he that “hath walked in my statues, and hath keep my 
judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord God.” (Ezekiel 18:9) 
Spencer W. Kimball, The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 357. 

 
 
Ether 2: 16-25 
Barges 
 In providing a solution for the difficulty of obtaining air, the Lord informed Jared: “Behold, 
thou shall make a hole in the top thereof, and also in the bottom thereof; and when thou shalt 
suffer for air, thou shalt unstop the hole thereof, and receive air.  And if it so be that the water 
come in upon thee, behold, ye shall stop the hole thereof, that ye may not perish in the flood” 
(Page 542 of the first edition. Italics added).  This quotation is taken from the first edition of the 
Book of Mormon because the four thereofs underlined above appear in the early editions, but for 
some unexplainable reasons were deleted from the 1920 edition and all subsequent editions 
(perhaps the revising committee thought they were superfluous).  A careful reading of this verse 
in the first edition seems to indicate that the terms “in the top” and “in the bottom” do not refer to 

24 

25 

26 

27 



Book of Mormon Commentary  Ether 2 

the barge itself.  Rather, they refer to the top and bottom of something else such as a chamber or 
cylinder (designated here as “thereof”) which could be used to admit air. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, A Companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 313-
314. 
 

 The ships had no windows communicating with the outside—“ye cannot have windows…” 
(2:23); each ship had an airtight door (2:17), and that was all.  Air was received not by opening 
and closing doors and windows, but by unplugging air holes (“thou shalt unstop the hole thereof, 
and receive air…”), this being done only when the ship was not on the surface—“when thou 
shalt suffer for air” i.e., when they were not able to open the hatches, the ships being submerged 
(2:20). 
 This can refer only to a reserve supply of air, and indeed, the brother of Jared recognizes that 
the people cannot possibly survive on the air contained within the ships at normal pressure: “… 
we shall perish, for in them we cannot breathe, save it is the air which is in them; therefore we 
shall perish” (2:19).  So the Lord recommended a device for trapping (compressing air, with a 
“hole in the top thereof and also in the bottom thereof,” not referring to the ship but to the air 
chamber itself.  Note the peculiar language: “unstop” does not mean to open a door or window 
but to unplug a vent, here called a “hole” in contrast to the door mentioned in verse 17; it is 
specifically an air hole—“when thou shalt suffer for air, thou shalt unstop the hole thereof, and 
receive air” (1st Ed. [of the Book of Mormon[).  When the crew find it impossible to remain on 
the surface—“and if it so be that the water come in upon thee” (2:20), they are to plug up the air 
chamber: “ye shall stop up the hole thereof, that ye may not perish in the flood.”  This, I believe, 
refers to replenishing the air supply on the surface, lest the party suffocate when submerged—
“that ye may not perish in the flood.” 
Hugh Nibley, in A Book of Mormon Treasury [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1959], 136-137. 
 

 A tube is built from the bottom to the top of the barge, housing in both holes completely.  
Now we have a funnel right through the boat.  Water can come into the tube as high as the water 
line of the vessel. 
 The model of the barge we have built has a stop hole both in front and in back of the tube…  
These stop holes can easily be opened or closed as needed. 
 The purpose of the bottom hole is at least two-fold: First, it acted as a stabilizer to keep the 
barge at an even keel; second, it could be used to get rid of refuse. 
A. L. Zobell, “Jaredite Barges,” Improvement Era, Apr. 1941, 211, 252; as quoted in Daniel H. Ludlow, A 
Companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 315.  
 

 It was as though the Lord were saying to him, “Look I gave you a mind to think with, and I 
gave you agency to use it.  Now you do all you can to help yourself with this problem; and then, 
after you’ve done all you can, I’ll step in to help you.” 
Harold B. Lee, Improvement Era, Oct. 1966 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1966], 
863. 
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 This unparalleled book should intrigue navigators: unprecedented land treks near-
unbelievable in length, scope, and hazard are chronicled and ocean crossings, and the circling of 
the world centuries before the Vikings—crossings fraught with all the dangers imaginable, 
including storms, hidden reefs, hurricanes, and even mutiny.  This first recorded ocean crossing 
was about forty centuries ago, of seaworthy, ocean going vessels without known sails, engines, 
oars, or rudders—eight barges like and near contemporary with Noah’s ark, long as a tree, tight 
as a dish, peaked at the end like a gravy boat, (see Ether 2:17) corked at top and bottom, 
illuminated by molten stones (see ibid.. 2:20, 3:1 ff.), perhaps with radium or some other 
substance not yet rediscovered by our scientists.  Light and like a foul upon the water, this fleet 
of barges was driven by winds and ocean currents, landing at a common point in North America 
probably on the west shores. 
Spencer W. Kimball, in Conference Report, Apr. 1963, pp. 63-64. 
 

Ether 2: 22-23 
Answers to prayers 
 I don’t know how to get anything done except getting on my knees and pleading for help and 
then getting on my feet and going to work. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, in Conference Report, Oct. 1997, 18; or Ensign, Nov. 1997, 16. 
 

 The Lord talked to him about it a little and then he said this:  “What will ye that I should do 
that ye may have light in your vessels?” (Ether 2:23.)  In effect, “What are you asking me for? 
This is something you should have solved.”  And he talked a little more, and he repeated in 
essence the question: What will ye that I should prepare for you that ye may have light when ye 
are swallowed up in the depths of the sea?” (Ether 2:25.) In other words, “Moriancumer, this is 
your problem.  Why are you troubling me?  I’ve given you your agency; you are endowed with 
capacity and ability.  Get out and solve the problem.” 
Bruce R. McConkie, “Agency or Inspiration?” New Era,, Jan. 1975, 40-41. 
 

Ether 2: 23 
Windows 
 [Ether 2:23; 3:1] This would make the invention of glass far older than anyone dreamed it 
was until the recent finding of such objects as Egyptian glass beads from the end of the third 
millennium BC… We need not be surprised if the occurrences of glass objects before the 
sixteenth century BC are few and far between, for glass rots, like wood, and it is a wonder that 
any of it at all survives from remote antiquity.  There is all the difference in the world, moreover, 
between few glass objects and none at all. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952], 213-215. 
 

 William S. Ellis, in the National Geographic Magazine for December 1993, reports that “the 
most reliable research places the invention of glass sometime in the third millennium before the 
birth of Christ, in Mesopotamia, or present-day Iraq and Syria” (43-44) and further “the earliest 
known glassmakers worked in Mesopotamia as far back as 2500 BC, crafting beads and other 
small objects to imitate precious stones” (44).  Mesopotamia is the general area and the date of 
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2500 BC indicates that glass may have been made as much as 300 years before the tower of 
Babel and, thus, substantiates the story of the brother of Jared. 
Robert J. Matthews, The Book of Mormon: From Zion to Destruction {Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University 
Press, 1995], 20. 
 

Ether 2: 23, 25 
What is your role regarding “Light”? 
 It is contrary to the law of God for the heavens to be opened and messengers to come to do 
anything for man that man can do for himself. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:196. 
 

 Well, have you any good ideas?  What would you suggest that we should do in order to have 
light?...  
 Then the Lord went away and left him alone.  It was as though the Lord were saying to him,  
“Look, I gave you a mind to think with, and I gave you agency to use it.  Now you do all you can 
to help yourself with this problem; and then, after you’ve done all you can, I’ll step in to help 
you.” 
 After considering the possibilities, the brother of Jared demonstrated his great faith by asking 
the Lord to touch 16 stones and supply light.  The Lord answered this plea and not only provided 
light for the vessels but gave this faithful man a vision unlike any other. 
 President Lee concluded: “This is the principle in action.  If you want the blessing, don’t just 
kneel down and pray about it.  Prepare yourselves in every conceivable way you can in order to 
make yourselves worthy to receive the blessing you seek.” 
Harold B. Lee, Stand Ye in Holy Places [1974], 243-44. 
 

 These vessels had no light.  This concerned the brother of Jared.  He did not want his family 
to make their journey in darkness; and so, rather than waiting to be commended, he took his 
concern to the Lord. And the Lord said unto the brother of Jared: “What will ye that I should do 
that ye may have light in your vessels?” [Ether 2:23]. 
 The brother of Jared’s answer to this question required diligent effort on his part.  He 
climbed Mount Shelem “and did molten out of a rock sixteen small stones” [Ether 3:1].  He then 
asked the Lord to touch those stones so that they would bring forth light. 
 As parents and leaders, we must remember that “it is not meet that [the Lord] should 
command in all things” [D&C 58:26].  Like the brother of Jared, we must carefully consider the 
needs of our family members, make a plan to meet those needs, and then take our play to the 
Lord in prayer.  This will require faith and effort on our part, but He will help us as we seek His 
assistance and do His will. 
Robert D. Hales, in Conference Report, Apr. 2003, 15; or Ensign, May 2003, 16. 
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