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      Ether 
 
 The book of Ether was discovered by the Nephites about 92 BC, and translated by the 
prophet Mosiah with the aid of the Urim and Thummim (see Mosiah 28:11-19).  The 24 plates 
containing Ether’s abridgment appear to have been passed down, along with Mosiah’s translation 
of them, from prophet to prophet until they came into Mormon’s hands. 
 In wondering why Moroni included his abridgment of Ether’s work on the plates of Mormon, 
we have to assume Mormon told him that he had intended to include those things “hereafter; for 
behold, it is expedient that all people should know the things which are written in this account” 
(Mosiah 28:19).  Moroni completed the abridgment of the book of Ether on the plates of 
Mormon, which we often call the Gold Plates. 
H. Doni Peterson, The Book of Mormon: Fourth Nephi through Moroni, from Zion to Destruction, ed. by Monte S. 
Nyman and Charles FD. Tate Jr. [Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University Press, 1995, 
241. 

 
Ether 1:6-32 
Jaredite Genealogy 
 Incidentally, the genealogy in Ether, Chapter one, explains why neither the brother of Jared 
nor his children are ever named… It is, of course, because ‘he that wrote this’ is a direct 
descendant of Jared (1:2, 32), and not of Jared’s brother, and is giving the history of his own line 
only. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952], 149-150. 
 

 Thirty names are listed, but in three instances the word descendant is used in place of the 
word son, which might indicate a gap of several generations.  It may be that the original word 
could be translated as both son and descendant; thus, the translator would have to know the exact 
sense in which the word was originally used. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, A Companion to your study of the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 309. 

  
 There seems to be gaps in the father-son lineages (“descendant” is used instead of “son” in 
Ether 1:6, 16, 23).  Even then, there are at least thirty generations recorded.  If we take forty 
years as a rough estimate of a generation, then the Jaredite history spanned at least twelve 
hundred years, perhaps many more, since some people after the Flood lived longer than we think 
of as normal today, and also because of the missing generations.  We know that the Jaredite 
colony came to the promised land after the Flood, somewhere around 2200-2100 BC, and existed 
for at least some time after the Lehi colony arrived, 600 BC and later.  Thus they probably lived 
here at least fifteen hundred years. 
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Ether 1:33 
Tower 
 We come down to the days of the building of the Tower of Babel, soon after the flood… The 
people being of one language, gathered together to build a tower to reach, as they supposed, the 
crystallized heavens.  They thought that the City of Enoch was caught up a little ways from the 
earth, and that the city was within the first sphere above the earth; and that if they could get a 
tower high enough, they might get to heaven, where the City of Enoch and the inhabitants there 
of were located. 
Orson Pratt, Journal of Discourses, 16:51 (See also Genesis 11:4).  
 

 The people who built the Tower of Babel are said to have done so in order that its top might 
“reach unto heaven.”  It was to prevent them from accomplishing this purpose, that the Lord 
confounded their language (Gen. 11:1-98).  Tradition credits Joseph Smith with the statement 
that the “heaven” they had in view was the translated city. 
Cowley & Whitney on Doctrine, comp. by Forace Green [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1963, 307. 
 

  
The Jaredites began their migration to this land at the time when the great tower of Babel was 
under construction. This occurred in about the year 2200 BC… This tower has been identified in 
our modern time at a place called Hillah in modern Iraq, southwest of the city of Baghdad, on the 
east bank of the Euphrates River.  Here is found a ruin known as Birs Nimrud, standing like a 
watchtower on a vast plain. Inscriptions on the pyramid-shaped ruins were found by Professor 
Rawlinson to bear the name of “The Temple of the Seven Planets.”  This ruin is supposed to be 
what is left of the Tower of Babel. 
Alvin R. Dyer, in Conference Report, Oct. 1968 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1968], 107. 

 
 Think back… to the first act of recorded history.  What meets our gaze as the curtain rises?  
People everywhere building towers.  And why are they building towers?  To get to heaven.  The 
tower was, to use the Babylonian formula… the “binding-place of heaven and earth,” where 
alone one could establish contact with the upper and lower worlds.  That goes not only for 
Babylonia but also for the whole ancient world… The towers were artificial mountains, as any 
textbook will tell you, and no temple-complex could be without one… These towers scattered 
everywhere throughout the old world as a means of helping men get to heaven. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1951], 155.  
 
Ether 1:34-35 
Language 
 It is stated in the Book of Ether that Jared and his brother made the request of the Lord that 
their language be not changed at the time of the confusion of tongues at the Tower of Babel.  
Their request was granted, and they carried with them the speech of their fathers, the Adamic 
language, which was powerful even in its written form, so that the things Mahonri wrote “were 
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mighty even…unto the overpowering of man to read them.”  That was the kind of language 
Adam had and this was the language with which Enoch was able to accomplish his mighty work. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, The Way to Perfection, p. 69 
 

 
 
 There is nothing said in our text about every man suddenly speaking a new language.  We are 
told in the book of Ether that languages were confounded with and by the “confounding” of the 
people.  “Cry unto the Lord,” says Jared (1:34), “that he will not confound us that we may not 
understand our words.”  The statement is significant for more than one thing.  How can it 
possibly be said that “we may not understand our words”?  Words we cannot understand may be 
nonsense syllables or may be in a foreign language, but in either case they are not our words.  
The only way we can fail to understand our own words is to have words that are actually ours 
change their meaning among us.  That is exactly what happens when people, and hence 
languages, are either “confounded,” that is, mixed up, or scattered.  In Ether’s account, the 
confounding of people is not to be separated from the confounding of their languages; they are, 
and have always been, one and the same process, the Lord, we are told (1:35-37), “did not 
confound the language of Jared; and Jared and his brother were not confounded… and the Lord 
had compassion upon their friends and their families also, that they were not confounded.”  That 
“confound” as used in the book of Ether is meant to have its true and proper meaning of “to pour 
together,” “to mix up together,” is clear from the prophecy in 13:8, that “the remnant of the 
house of Joseph shall be built upon this land…and they shall no more be confounded,” the word 
here meaning mixed up with other people, culturally, linguistically, or otherwise. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952], 165-166. 

 
 What does it mean when the record states that the Lord “did confound the language of 
Jared”?  Does it mean the same as saying that the Lord did not change the language of Jared?  If 
so, Jared and his people apparently spoke and wrote the language of Adam, because so far as we 
know there was only one language before the “great tower” of Babel. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, A Companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 309. 

  
Ether 1:34 
Brother of Jared 
 While residing in Kirtland, Elder Reynolds Cahoon had a son born to him.  One day, while 
the Prophet Joseph Smith was passing by his door, he called the Prophet in and asked him to 
bless and name the baby.  Joseph did so and gave the baby the name of Mahonri Moriancumer.  
When he had finished the blessing he laid the child upon the bed, and turning to the father, Elder 
Cahoon, he said, “The name I have given your son is the name of the Brother of Jared; the Lord 
has just shown (or revealed) it to me.”  Elder William F. Cahoon, who was standing nearby, 
heard the Prophet make this statement to his father; and this was the first time the name of the 
Brother of Jared was known in the Church in this dispensation. 
George Reynolds, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 6:69. 
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Ether 1:35 
Cry unto the Lord 
 Several years ago I was teaching our young son about the life and experiences of the brother 
of Jared.  Although the story was very interesting, he was not engaged.  I then asked what the 
story means to him personally.  It means so much when we ask our children, “What does it mean 
to you?  He said, “You know, it’s not that different from what Joseph Smith did in the grove 
when he prayed and got an answer.” 
 I said, “You’re about Joseph’s age.  Do you think a prayer like his would be helpful to you?”  
Suddenly, we weren’t talking about a long-ago story in a faraway land.  We were talking about 
our son—about his life, his needs, and the way prayer could help him. 
Robert D. Hales, Ensign, May 2004 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 90. 

 
Ether 1:38 
What drove Jaredites away 
 The book [of Ether] insists that the dispersion was accomplished by violent winds.  There is 
much Asiatic tradition and documentary evidence to verify.  The oldest traditions of the oldest 
civilizations hold that their first kings came into their various lands as wanderers in time of 
terrible winds.  The stories of the winds in Ether are verified by three main modern sources:  
a) old traditions of the tower, recently rediscovered, always mention winds; b) studies of 
paleoclimatologists correlate well with historical records, i.e.2500 BC was about the time of a 
great drought and windstorm; c) there are actual historical records of places that suffered the 
same fate as Babel.  This latter information was not available to Joseph Smith in 1829. 
Kirk Holland Vestal and Arthur Wallace, The Firm Foundation of Mormonism [Los Angeles: LL Company, 1981], 
87. 
 

 After the brother of Jared had been assured that he and his people and their language would 
not be confounded, the question of whether they would be driven out of the land still remained to 
be answered, that was another issue, and it is obvious that the language they spoke had as little to 
do with driving them out of the land as it did with determining their destination.  It was 
something else that drove the reluctant Jaredites from their homes.  What could have forced them 
to leave?... The confounding and scattering of the people of the tower was no slow working out 
of the historical process.  It was sudden and terrible, and the book of Ether gives the clearest 
possible indication of what caused it….  
 The wind overthrew the mighty tower, and drove mortals to strive with one another.  And 
when the tower had fallen, the languages of men were divided up into many dialects, so that the 
earth became filled with different kingdoms of men.  ”The Book of Jubilees (X,25f) (second 
century BC) tells how “the Lord sent a mighty wind  against the tower and overthrew it upon the 
earth…” 
 The people were scattered from the tower by an awful drought, accompanied by winds of 
such velocity as actually to blow down the tower… 
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 Of course such phenomenal and continual winds cannot have been a mere local disturbance, 
and we may confidently assume that the book of Ether is reporting the same super-winds that are 
said to have accompanied and possibly caused the destruction of the tower… 
 Not only does the Bible not mention the winds, but the Book of Mormon itself does so 
casually, albeit quite specifically, by way of explaining why the Jaredite ships were built as they 
were and in describing the sea voyage. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952], 167, 171-174. 
 

Ether 1: 38-42 
Choice land 
 The Book of Mormon informs us that the whole of America, both north and south, is a choice 
land above all other lands, in other words—Zion.  The Lord told the Jaredites that he would lead 
them to a land “which is choice above all the lands of the earth.” [Ether 1:42.]  We understand 
that they landed in Central America where their kingdom existed the greater part of their 
residence in America. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 3:73. 
 

Ether 1: 41 
Friends and family 
 The brother of Jared was instructed to admit to his company anyone whom he felt like 
taking… Here is another striking contrast with the Lehi story: unlike the people of the sands, 
these ancients do not form their societies on the basis of blood relationship… Whoever is a 
friend is a supporter and member of the tribe, and this rule, significantly enough, has been a basic 
law of Asiatic society from the earliest recorded times. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952], 173. 
 

Ether 1: 43 
Ye have cried unto me 
 The Lord answers prayers because of continued faith and obedience.  Supplication of the 
Lord is much more than mere asking.  It requires faith, pondering, and a life of righteousness, as 
exemplified here by the brother of Jared and seen elsewhere in the Book of Mormon, such as in 
the case of Enos (see Enos 1:4).  President Spencer W. Kimball eloquently spoke of the effort, 
both spiritually and mental, that is required to receive answers to our prayers:  “Great decisions 
must be made by most of us.  The Lord has provided a way for these answers.  If the question is 
which school, what occupation, where to live, whom to marry, or such other vital questions, you 
should do all that is possible to solve it.  Too often, like Oliver Cowdery [see D&C 9:7-9], we 
want our answers without effort…. 
 The Lord does answer our prayers, but sometimes we are not responsive enough to know 
when and how they are answered.  We want the “writing on the wall” or an angel to speak or a 
heavenly voice… 
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 There must be works with faith.  How futile it would be to ask the Lord to give us 
knowledge, but the Lord will help us to acquire knowledge, to study constructively, to think 
clearly, and to retain things we have learned… 
 Do you get answers to your prayers?  If not, perhaps you did not pay the price.  Do you offer 
a few trite words and worn-out phrases, or do you talk intimately to the Lord?  Do you pray 
occasionally when you should be praying regularly, often, constantly?  Do you offer pennies to 
pay heavy debts when you should give dollars to erase that obligation?  When you pray, do you 
just speak, or do you also listen?  Your Savior said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:  If 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me.” (Revelation 3:20.)… The Lord stands knocking.  He never retreats.  But he will never 
force himself upon us.  If we ever move apart, it is we who move and not the Lord.  And should 
we ever fail to get an answer to our prayers, we must look into our lives for a reason.   
“Prayer,” New Era, March 1978, pp. 16-17.  Taken from BOM Commentary Millet, McConkie, Top. 

 
 Obedience is not a mindless shifting of our responsibility.  Instead, it is tying ourselves to a 
living God who will introduce us—as soon as we are ready—to new and heavier responsibilities 
involving situations of high adventure.  Obedience, therefore is not evasion, it is in invasion—
one that takes us deep into the realm of our possibilities. 
Neal A. Maxwell  
 
 If in the end we have not chosen Jesus Christ it will matter little what we have chosen 
instead. 
Neal A. Maxwell 

19 

20 


