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Mormon 9:2 
Elements melt 
The glory of the Lord when he comes to all the world will be such that only those who are of a 
terrestrial or celestial nature will be able to abide his coming and thereby be capable of 
remaining on the millennial (terrestrialized) earth.  The bodies of those who are telestial or lower 
will be consumed in the fires of his glory and their spirits sent immediately to hell in the spirit 
world.  There they will remain until the time of the second resurrection at the end of the 
Millennium.  President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: “Now, when Christ comes, we will get a 
new heaven and a new earth and all of these corruptible things will be removed.  They will be 
consumed by fire; and somebody said, ‘Brother Smith, do you mean to say that it is going to be 
literal fire?’ I said, ‘Oh, no, it will not be literal any more than it was literal water that covered 
the earth in the flood.’” (The Signs of the Times, p. 41) 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 4:, p. 251. 
 

Mormon 9: 3-6 
Consciousness of guilt 
 The prophet and his leaders seek to educate our very desires, for God finally gives to each 
man the desires of his heart. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Of one Heart, 30 

  
 It is his purpose, according to the divine plan, to make all of his creatures as happy as it is 
possible for them to be under the conditions of their immortal states. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Church History and Modern Revelations, 2: 68. 
 

 As repentance gets under way, there must be a deep consciousness of guilt, and in that 
consciousness of guilt may come suffering to the mind, the spirit, and sometimes even to the 
body, in order to live with themselves, people who transgress must follow one or the other of two 
alternatives.  The one is to sear their consciousness or dull their sensitivity with mental 
tranquilizers so that their transgression may be continued.  Those who choose this alternative 
eventually become calloused and lose their desire to repent.  The other alternative is to permit 
remorse to lead one to total sorrow, then to repentance, and finally on to eventual forgiveness. 
 Remember this, that forgiveness can never come without repentance.  And repentance can 
never come until one has bared his soul and admitted his actions without excuses or 
rationalizations.  He must admit to himself that he has sinned, without the slightest minimization 
of the offense or rationalizing of its seriousness, or without soft-pedaling its gravity.  He must 
admit that his sin is as big as it really it and not call a pound an ounce.  Those persons who 
choose to meet the issue and transform their lives may find repentance the harder road at first, 
but they will find it the infinitely more desirable path as they taste of its fruits. 
“The Gospel of Repentance,” Ensign, Oct. 1942, 4. 

 
 
 

1 

2 

3�

4 



Book of Mormon Commentary  Mormon 9 

��
�

Mormon 9: 5 
A flame of unquenchable fire 
 Joseph Smith taught that the inner torment of disappointment in the mind of man, the pangs 
of conscience in the face of willful sin, is as a lake of fire and brimstone. 
See Teachings, p. 357. 
 

Mormon 9:6 
Turn unto the Lord 
 There can be no salvation without repentance.  A man cannot enter into the kingdom of God 
in his sins.  It would be a very inconsistent thing for a man to come into the presence of the 
Father and to dwell in God’s presence in his sins… 
 I think there are a great many people upon the earth, many of them perhaps in the Church—at 
least some in the Church—who have an idea they can go through this life doing as they please, 
violating the commandments of the Lord and yet eventually they are going to come into his 
presence.  They think they are going to repent, perhaps in the spirit world. 
 They ought to read these words of Moroni: “Do ye suppose that ye shall dwell with him 
[Christ] under a consciousness of your guilt?  Do ye suppose that ye could be happy to dwell 
with that holy Being, when your souls are racked with a consciousness of guilt that ye have ever 
abused his laws?”  [Mormon 9:3]. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 2:95-96. 

 
 

Mormon 9: 7-8 
 What makes [Latter-day Saints] different from most other Christians in the way we read and 
use the Bible and other scriptures is our belief in continuing revelation.  For us, the scriptures are 
not the ultimate source of knowledge, but what precedes the ultimate source.  The ultimate 
knowledge comes by revelation.  With Moroni we affirm that he who denieth revelation 
“knoweth not the gospel of Christ” (Morm. 9:8). 
 The word of the Lord in the scriptures is like a lamp to guide our feet (see Ps. 119:105), and 
revelation is like a mighty force that increases the lamp’s illumination manyfold.  We encourage 
everyone to make careful study of the scriptures and of the prophetic teachings concerning them 
and to prayerfully seek personal revelation to know their meaning for themselves. 
Dallin H. Oaks, “Scripture Reading and Revelation,” Ensign, Jan. 1995, 7. 
 

 Though it is true that policies and procedures and programs associated with the true Church 
may vary over time, though it is true that the kingdom of God on earth is based upon revelation 
adapted to the circumstances in which the children of that kingdom are placed (see Teachings, 
pp. 255-56), yet God does not change and neither do his ordinances and covenants.  Though it is 
true that the revelation given to Enoch was not sufficient to educate Noah in the building of an 
ark, yet what is constant and everlastingly consistent is revelation itself, the very fact that God 
did indeed manifest himself to Noah.  As Nephi was taught, God is forever the same in the sense 
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that he manifests and reveals himself to those who exercise faith in his Son (see 1 Nephi 10:17-
19). 
Millet and Top, BOM Commentary, Vol 4, p. 254. 
 
 
 

Mormon 9: 9-10 
Same yesterday, today, and forever 
 The Lectures on Faith state that in order to have perfect faith in God one must have a correct 
idea of God’s “character, perfections, and attributes” ([1985], 38).  One of God’s characteristics 
is that He will not change: “[God] changes not, neither is there variableness with him; but that he 
is the same from everlasting to everlasting, being the same yesterday, today, and forever; and 
that his course is one eternal round, without variation”  
Lectures on Faith, 41. 
 

 The omniscience of God in the minds of some well-meaning Latter-day Saints has been 
qualified by the concept of “eternal progression.”  Some have wrongly assumed God’s progress 
is related to His acquisition of additional knowledge…. 
 God derives His great and continuing joy and glory by increasing and advancing His 
creations, and not from new intellectual experiences. 
 There is a vast difference, therefore, between an omniscient God and the false notion that 
God is on some sort of post-doctoral fellowship, still searching for additional key truths and vital 
data.  Were the latter so, God might, at any moment, discover some new truth not previously 
known to Him that would restructure, diminish, or undercut certain truths previously known by 
Him.  Prophecy would be more prediction.  Planning assumptions pertaining to our redemption 
would need to be revised.  Fortunately for us, however, His plan of salvation is constantly 
underway—not constantly under revision. 
Neal A. Maxwell, All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience [1979], 14-15. 
 

Mormon 9: 9-10 
Miracles 
 Many miracles happen every day in the work of our Church and the lives of our members.  
Many of you have witnessed miracles, perhaps more than you realize. 
 A miracle has been defined as “a beneficial event brought about through divine power that 
mortals do not understand and of themselves cannot duplicate” [in Daniel H. Ludlow, ed., 
Encyclopedia of Mormonism, 5 vols. (1992), 2:908].  The idea that events are brought about 
through divine power is rejected by most irreligious people and even by some who are 
religious… 
 …Miracles worked by the power of the priesthood are always present in the true Church of 
Jesus Christ.  The Book of Mormon teaches that “God has provided a means that man, through 
faith, might work mighty miracles” (Mosiah 8:18).  The “means” provided is priesthood power 
(see James 5:14-15; D&C 42:43-48).  And that power works miracles through faith (see Ether 
12:12; Moro. 7:37. 
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Dallin H. Oaks, “Miracles,” Ensign, June 2001, 6, 8. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Why do signs and miracles cease in certain ages?  Why are they not found at all times and 
among all peoples?  Were those of old entitled to greater blessings than those of us who now 
dwell on the same earth that once was theirs?  Moroni answers: “The reason why ‘a God of gifts 
and miracles ceaseth to do miracles among the children of men,’ and to pour out his gifts upon 
them ‘is because that they dwindle in unbelief, and depart from the right way, and know not the 
God in whom they should trust.’  They worship false gods whom they define in their creeds, and 
they no longer walk in the same paths pursued by the saints of former days. 
 “It is men who have changed, not God; he is the same everlastingly.  All men who have the 
same faith and live the same law will reap the same blessings.” 
Bruce R. McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith [1985], 367. 

 
Mormon 9: 11 
Creation 
 Creation is father to the Fall; and by the Fall came mortality and death; and by Christ came 
immortality and eternal life.  If there had been no fall of Adam, by which cometh death, there 
could have been no atonement of Christ, by which cometh life. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Ensign, May 1985, 11. 
 

Mormon 9: 13 
“great” 
 President Joseph F. Smith in 1905, . . . made this most profound statement about what true 
greatness really is: 
 “Those things which we call extraordinary, remarkable, or unusual may make history, but 
they do not make real life. 
 “… to do well those things which God ordained to be the common lot of all mankind, is the 
truest greatness.  To be a successful father or a successful mother is greater than to be a 
successful general or a successful statesman” (Juvenile Instructor, 15 Dec. 1905, 752)… 
 Surely they include… also the thousands of little deeds and tasks of service and sacrifice that 
constitute the giving or losing one’s life for others and for the Lord… 
 To do one’s best … in the face of failures, and to continue to endure and persevere with the 
ongoing difficulties of life … this is true greatness… 
 Listen to the words of President Joseph F. Smith… Notice that he refers to worldly 
achievement—that is, those that may bring the fame and fortune of the world as “secondary.”    
 He said:  “It is true that such secondary greatness may be added  to that which we style 
common-place; but when such secondary greatness is not added to that which is fundamental, it 
is merely an empty honor, and fades away from the common and universal good in life, even 
though it may find a place in the … pages of history” (Juvenile Instructor, 752)… 
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 As we evaluate our lives, it is important that we look … at the conditions under which we 
have labored … We each have our own set of challenges and constraints to contend with.   
 
 
Therefore, our judgment of ourselves … should also include the conditions that have existed and 
the effect that our efforts have had on others. 
Howard W. Hunter, in Conference Report, Apr. 1982 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day  
Saints, 1982], 27-28. 
 

Mormon 9: 13 
Stand before the bar 
 The reality is that there will be a whole hierarchy of judges who, under Christ, shall judge the 
righteous.  He {Christ} alone shall issue the decrees of damnation for the wicked. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Millennial Messiah, p. 520; see also Promised Messiah, pp. 215-16. 
 

Mormon 9: 14 
Filthy still 
 Many Bible and modern scriptures speak of a final judgment at which all persons will be 
rewarded according to their deeds and the desires of their hearts.  But other scriptures enlarge 
upon this by referring to our being judged by the condition we have achieved. 
 The prophet Nephi describes the final judgment in terms of what we have become: “And if 
their works have been filthiness they must needs be filthy; and if they be filthy it must needs be  
that they cannot dwell in the kingdom of God” (1 Nephi 15:33; emphasis added).  Moroni 
declares: “He that is filthy shall be filthy still; and he that is righteous shall be righteous still” 
(Moroni 9:14; emphasis added; Revelation 22:11-12; 2 Nephi 9:16; D&C 88:35).  The same 
would be true of “selfishness” or disobedience” or any other personal attribute inconsistent with 
the requirements of God…. 
 The final judgment is not just an evaluation or a sum total of good and evil act—what we 
have done.  It is an acknowledgment of the final effect of our acts and thoughts—what we have 
become.  
Dallin H. Oaks, With Full Purpose of Heart [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2002], 37-38. 
 

Mormon 9: 21 
 Without [faith] there is no power. (Faith in Jesus Christ) 
Joseph Smith, Lectures on Faith, 1:24. 
 

Mormon 9: 27 
Doubt not, but be Believing 
 One Sunday two years ago I was attending sacrament meeting in my ward… There were 
three priests at the sacrament table, with the young man in the center being somewhat 
handicapped in movement but particularly so in speech.  He tried twice to bless the bread but 
stumbled badly each time, no doubt embarrassed by his inability to give the prayer perfectly.  
One of the other priests then took over and gave the blessing on the bread. 
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 During the passing of the bread, I thought to myself, “I just can’t let that young man 
experience failure at the sacrament table.”  I had a strong feeling that if I didn’t doubt, he would 
be able to bless the water effectively.  Inasmuch as I was on the stand near the sacrament table, I 
leaned over and said to the priest closest to me, pointing to the young man who had experienced 
the difficulty, “Let him bless the water, it’s a shorter prayer.”  And then I prayed.  I didn’t want a 
double failure.  I love that passage of scripture which tells us that we should not doubt but 
believe (Mormon 9:27). 
 When it was time to bless the water, that young man knelt again and gave the prayer, perhaps 
somewhat haltingly but without missing a word.  I rejoiced silently.  While the deacons were 
passing the trays, I looked over at the boy and gave him a thumbs-up.  He gave me a broad smile.  
When the young men were excused to sit with their families, he sat on the row between his 
mother and father.  What a joy it was to see his mother give him a big smile and a warm hug, 
while his father congratulated him and put his arm around his shoulder.  All three of them looked 
in my direction, and I gave them all a thumbs-up.  I could see the mother and father wiping tears 
from their eyes.  I felt impressed that this young man would do just fine in the future.  
Thomas S. Monson, Ensign, May 2006 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2006], 56-
57 
 

Mormon 9: 31 
Imperfection 
 A wise leader will be aware that his imperfections are noticed, but he will also humbly hope 
that when others see his imperfections, this will provide them with a chance to learn to be more 
wise that he has been.  Good parents, as well as good prophets, always so hope, too. 
Neal A. Maxwell, All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p. 112. 

 
 These concerns are noted not because of any array of imperfections in the Book of Mormon, 
but rather to show the conscientiousness of the dedicated writers and editors who with blood, 
sweat, and tears bequeathed the Book of Mormon to all mankind. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Plain and Precious Things, p. 4. 

 
Mormon 9: 32-34 
“reformed Egyptian” 
 It is significant that the Book of Mormon concern with Egypt is strictly cultural—it never 
mentions Pharaoh or speaks of Egyptian government, but only of Egyptian culture and especially 
language.  It makes it perfectly clear, however, that Egyptian was for Lehi a second language, 
“for he having been taught in the language of the Egyptians, therefore he could read these 
engravings, and teach them to his children” (Mos. 1:4).  We have seen that Egyptian was taught 
to “Ethiopians, Syrians, and all other foreigners” in Lehi’s day.  Mormon tells us (Mor. 9:32-33) 
that the language of Lehi’s descendants was not Hebrew or Egyptian but a mixture of both, both 
being corrupted in the process, so that “none other people knoweth our language,” which would 
certainly not have been the case had they spoken only Hebrew. 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952,], 13. 
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 Some scholars believe that reformed Egyptian was a type of shorthand.  Moroni explains that 
if the plates had been larger they would have been written in Hebrew, and then the record would 
have been without imperfections. (see v. 33).  This suggests that reformed Egyptian must not 
have been as precise and accurate as Hebrew, and it must have required less space to write 
reformed Egyptian than to write Hebrew.  Knowing this gives us a greater appreciation of how 
efficient the reformed Egyptian language must have been. 
 The Hebrew language is very compact when compared to English and many other western 
languages.  A typical English sentence of fifteen words will often translate into seven to ten 
Hebrew words.  We have no indication of the size of the characters Mormon and Moroni used, 
but if they rejected Hebrew because the plates were not “sufficiently large” (v. 33), then 
reformed Egyptian must have been a language remarkable for its ability to convey a lot of 
information with few words. 
Book of Mormon Student Manual: Religion 121 and 122 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 1989], 4. 
 

Mormon Conclusion 
 But what shall become of this people?  Shall we be swept off in the general ruin?  Shall 
desolation come upon us?  Shall we feel the chastening hand of the Almighty like those who will 
not repent?  That will depend altogether upon our conduct.  We have it within our power; God 
has granted it to us, to save ourselves from the desolation and calamities that will come upon the 
nation.  How?  By doing that which is right; by living honest before God and all men; by seeking 
after that righteousness that comes through the Gospel of the Son of God; by following after the 
law of Heaven; by doing unto others as we would have others do unto us; by putting away all the 
evils and abominations that are practiced by the wicked.  If we do this prosperity will be upon 
the inhabitants of Utah; prosperity will be upon the towns and cities erected by this people, the 
hand of the Lord will be over us to sustain us, and we will spread forth.  He will multiply us in 
the land; He will make us a great people, and strengthen our borders, and send forth the 
missionaries of this people to the four quarters of the earth to publish peace and glad tidings of 
great joy, and proclaim that there is still a place left in the heart of the American continent where 
there are peace and safety and refuge from the storms, desolations and tribulations coming upon 
the wicked.  But on the other hand, Latter-day Saints, how great are the responsibilities resting 
upon us and upon us and upon the rising generations.  If we will not keep the commandments of 
God, and if our rising generations will not heed to the law of God and to the great light which 
has shone from Heaven in these latter days, but turn their hearts from the Lord their God and 
from the counsels of His priesthood, then we shall be visited like the wicked, then we shall have 
the hand of the Lord upon us in judgment; then that saying that the Lord has delivered in the 
Book of the Doctrines and Covenants will be fulfilled upon us, “that I will visit Zion, if she does 
not do right, with sore afflictions, with pestilence, with sword, with famine, and with the flame 
of devouring fire.” 
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Orson Pratt, Journal of Discourses, 26 vols., p. 345. 
 
 

 Can we really reform Congress without reforming congressmen?  Can we really strengthen 
society without strengthening our families-where we first learn to work, to love, to forgive, and 
to discipline ourselves in a way that permits us to practice “obedience to the unenforceable”?  
The latter, incidentally, is a sine qua non for a republic or a democracy. 
 Naturally, the impact of institutions on individuals and structure matters, but the impact of 
individuals on institutions matters even more.  In any event, we should do our duties without 
becoming preoccupied with probable outcomes.  We may well be surprised at how many can be 
influenced and helped. 
 Sometimes our individual candle needs to glow more brightly in a business where certain 
practices are wrong.  Other times a blue-collar member may need to be a force for good and 
restraint among members of a union.  A Latter-day Saint professor can be similarly catalytic, and 
so on.  No one is as illuminating as he could be.  No one is using all the opportunities around him 
to make a better world.  Our light may be a little one, but candles have a way of being seen and 
of being helpful in the dark. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Deposition of a Disciple, p. 99. 
 

 In this crucible of wickedness the true greatness of Mormon shines like a star as he calls his 
son to action, telling him that no matter how bad things are, we must never stop trying to do what 
we can to improve matters, “for if we should cease to labor, we should be brought under 
condemnation; for we have a labor to perform whilst in this tabernacle of clay.” (Moroni 9:6)  In 
this spirit Mormon took over command of the army even when he knew that all was lost, “…for 
they looked upon me as though I could deliver them from their afflictions.  But behold, I was 
without hope…” (Mormon 5:11.) His is the predicament of the true tragic hero: “…I had led 
them notwithstanding their wickedness… and had loved them … with all my heart, and my soul 
had been poured out in prayer unto my God all the day long for them; nevertheless, it was 
without faith, because of the hardness of their hearts.” (Mormon 3:12.)  However it might appeal 
to our own age of violence, Mormon found little consolation in the fact that his people were 
wonderfully tough and proud of it—“for so exceedingly do they anger that it seemeth to me that 
they have no fear of death.” (Mormon 9:5.)  “…they repented not of their iniquities, but did 
struggle for their lives without calling upon that Being who created them.”  (Mormon 5:2.)  They 
could take care of themselves, thank you—and they did. 
Niibley, Since Cumorah, pp. 437-38. 
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