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Introduction to Mormon 8 
 Moroni becomes something of three witnesses in one… His first witness is his conclusion to 
his father’s book, comprising chapters eight and nine of that test… His second witness comes 
with the book of Ether—his own comments in that book… Those twenty-eight verses in the third 
chapter of Ether may well be the single most remarkable encounter with Christ ever experienced 
by mortal man, and we are indebted to Moroni for preserving it… Moroni’s third and final 
testimony comes in his own concluding book, emphasizing faith in Christ, hope in Christ, the 
charity of Christ with the prayer that these three great Christian virtues, these consummate 
Christian principles, will lead us to—purity. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, CES Symposium, BYU, 9 Aug 1994. 
 
Mormon 8: 1-6 
Living conditions 
 Do you read the Scriptures, my brethren and sisters, as though you were writing them a 
thousand, two thousand, or five thousand years ago?  Do you read then as though you stood in 
the place of the men who wrote them?  If you do not feel thus, it is your privilege to do so, that 
you may be familiar with the spirit and meaning of the written word of God as you are with your 
daily walk and conversation (Discourses of Brigham Young, sel. John A. Widtsoe [Salt Lake 
City: Deseret Book Co., 1941], p. 128…. 
 …Let us take Brigham Young’s advice and imagine we are standing in the place where 
Moroni, the last of the great Nephite prophets, stood.  The assignment his father gave to him to 
complete the record, which was entrusted to his care, was very difficult.  He must have been in a 
state of shock as he described the total destruction of his people. 
 He must have felt compelled to describe how his people had been hunted by the Lamanites 
until they were all destroyed.  In his feeling of loneliness, he reports that his father was among 
those who were killed.  We sense that the only thing Moroni is living for is to complete the 
record, as he writes, “Therefore I will write and hide up the records in the earth and whither I go 
it mattereth not” (Mormon 8:4). 
 All he has is faith that the Lord will preserve him long enough to complete the record and 
that someday it will be found by one chosen of the Lord.  He realizes that the record will be a 
voice of warning to future generations of what occurs when nations like his own turn away from 
the teachings of the Lord.  It is from the depths of his heart that Moroni cries out to those who 
will eventually receive the record.  He wants to spare those who read his account the heartache 
and misery which comes from disobedience. 
 He writes first to the members of the Church and then to those who have not embraced the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  Moroni’s last words to the members of the Church are written as a voice 
or warning.  He writes as one who sees the history of his people repeating itself in the future. 
L. Tom Perry, Conference Report, Oct. 1992, 18-19; or Ensign, Nov. 1992, 115-16.0 
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Mormon 8: 2 
Destroyed (original meaning): 
 To unbuild; to separate violently into its constituent parts; to break up the structure.  To 
destroy is to wreck the structure, not to annihilate the parts… 
 Destroyed, i.e., scattered, and needed a leader… 
 Only once in the Book of Mormon do we read of a case of annihilation, when we are 
specifically told that ‘every living soul of the Ammonihahites was destroyed’ (Alma 16:9). 
BYU Student Manual, p. 471 
  
Mormon 8: 3 
Alone 
 In all ages the Lord pours out his judgments upon the children of disobedience.  Famines, 
captivity, plagues, floods, lightnings, hailstorms, pestilences, tempests, earthquakes, wars… 
obviously these judgments come upon peoples and nations to punish them for their rebellion and 
to humble them that peradventure they will turn to righteousness.  And obviously also a 
righteous minority group may be called upon to suffer with those who are receiving a just reward 
for their unholy deeds. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 404  
 
Jesus was left alone by: 
The multitudes (John 6:66) 
The apostles (Matthew 26:56 
The Father (Matthew 27:46) 
   
 Elder Neal A, Maxwell explained, “Discipleship requires us to be willing to stand alone.” 
Ensign, November 2001, 79 
 
 It was one Sarah Ann Meeks who paid what seemed to be her ultimate sacrifice as she stood 
alone on the doorstep of her home in far-off England nearly a century and a half ago.  Her father 
met her there with a small bundle containing a few of her belongings and with these words, “You 
join that church and you must never set foot in my home again.”  Unfortunately that was the last 
she saw of her family.  Alone?  Very much alone! She could have bowed to that impossible 
heart-wrenching rejection.  But no—she loved the Lord. 
Wm. Rolfe Kerr, Ensign, November 1996, 81 
 
 The Lord will never forsake or abandon anyone.  You may abandon him, but he will not 
abandon you.  You never need to feel that you are alone. 
Joseph B. Wirthlin, Ensign, November 1989, 75 
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Mormon 8: 8 
The Lamanites were often the good guys and the Nephites the bad guys; and they had a way of 
shifting back and forth from one category to the other with disturbing frequency.  In the end, as 
Mormon sadly observes in letters to his son, it is a toss-up as to which of the two is the worse.  
Cumorah was no showdown between good and evil; it was not even a contest to pick the winner, 
for while the Nephites did get wiped out, the Lamanites went right on wiping each other out, 
“and no one knoweth the end of the war.” (Mormon 8:9) 
Hugh Nibley, The Prophetic Book of Mormon, ed. by John W. Welch [Salt Lake City, Deseret Book, 1997], 436-437. 
 
Mormon 8: 10-11 
 As a result of his perseverance and righteousness, Moroni was ministered to by the Three 
Nephites. 
Joseph B. Wirthlin, Finding Peace in Our Lives, 156.  
  
 
Mormon 8: 12 
 Those who exercise their faith and thereby enjoy the gift of belief—who open themselves to 
the word and will of the Lord revealed to them to that point—prepare themselves for even 
greater revelation.  Those who, for example, read and search and study the present Book of 
Mormon, who pray and ponder upon and teach its timeless lessons, will one day by privileged to 
receive even greater revelations and truths (see 3 Nephi 26:8-9). 
Millet and Top, Book of Mormon Commentary, vol. 4, p. 246. 
 
Mormon 8:14-16 
Coming forth of Book of Mormon 
Boyd K. Packer said of Joseph Smith: 
“The truth is, simply, that he was a prophet of God—nothing more and not one whit less! 
“The scriptures did not come so much from Joseph Smith as they did through him.  He was a 
conduit through which the revelations were given…. 
“The Prophet Joseph Smith was an unschooled farm boy.  To read some of his early letters in the 
original shows him to be somewhat unpolished in spelling and grammar and in expression. 
“ That the revelations came through him in any form of literary refinement is nothing short of a 
miracle. 
Conference Report, Apr. 1974, 137; or Ensign, May 1974, 94. 
 
 There is not another nation under heaven but this, in whose midst the Book of Mormon could 
have been brought forth.  The Lord has been operating for centuries to prepare the way for the 
coming forth of the contents of that Book from the bowels of the earth, to be published to the 
world, to show to the inhabitants of thereof that he still lives, and that he will, in the latter days, 
gather his elect form the four corners of the earth.  It was the Lord who directed the discovery of 
the land to the nations of the old world, and its settlement, and the war for independence, and the 
final victory for the colonies, and the unprecedented prosperity of the American nation, up to the 
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calling of Joseph the Prophet.  The Lord has dictated and directed the whole of this, for the 
bringing forth and establishing of his Kingdom in the last days. 
[JD. 11:17] 
 
Mormon 8: 17 
Beware of judgments 
 Several years ago we had a young paperboy who didn’t always deliver the paper in the 
manner intended.  Instead of getting the paper on the porch, he sometimes accidently threw it 
into the bushes or even close to the street.  Some on his paper route decided to start a petition of 
complaint.  One day a delegation come to our home and asked my wife, Frances, to sign the 
petition.  She declined, saying, “Why, he’s just a little boy, and the papers are so heavy for him.  
I would never be critical of him, for he tries his best.”  The petition, however, was signed by 
many of the others on the paper route and sent to the boy’s supervisors. 
 Not many days afterward, I came home from work and found Frances in tears.  When she 
was finally able to talk, she told me that she had just learned that the body of the little paperboy 
had been found in his garage, where he had taken his own life.  Apparently the criticism heaped 
upon him had been too much for him to bear. How grateful we were that we had not joined in 
that criticism.  What a vivid lesson this has always been regarding the importance of being 
nonjudgmental and treating everyone with kindness. 
Thomas S. Monson, Ensign, May 2005 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2005], 27. 
 
Mormon 8: 19-20 
Judgment is Mine 
 I speak of the final judgment.  This is that future occasion in which all of us will stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ to be judged according to our works (see 1 Ne. 15:33; 3 Ne. 27:15; 
Morm. 3:20; D&C 19:3)… I believe that the scriptural command to “judge not” refers most 
clearly to this final judgment, as in the Book of Mormon declaration that “man shall not … 
judge, for judgment is mine, saith the Lord” (Morm. 8:20. 
Dallin H. Oaks, “Judge Not and Judging” Ensign, Aug. 1999, 7. 
 
 Men are forbidden to execute vengeance upon their fellow men… It is the wicked, not the 
righteous, who swear vengeance upon their enemies.   
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 821. 
 
Mormon 8: 25  
“Him” 
 So great was [Joseph Smith’s] assigned mission, with reference to the “restitution of all 
things” (Acts 3:21), that holy prophets spoke of him, by name, thousands of years before his 
mortal birth (2 Ne. 3).  And as to the mighty work to be started by him—there are as many 
prophecies foretelling it as there are about any other single subject. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 396 
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Mormon 8: 26 
Miracles 
 When my appendix was removed it had broken, and blood poisoning so they said, in the … 
last stage, had set in.  There were nine doctors present and eight said I had to die.  The chief 
surgeon… turned to President Joseph F. Smith and said: “Mr. Smith, you need not think of such 
a possibility or probability as that this man shall live.  Why, if he should live it would be a 
miracle, and this is not the day of miracles.” 
 That was the message delivered to me by Joseph F. Smith himself [years later]… and he said: 
“Our doctor friend who said it would be a miracle has passed away.  I never saw you looking 
healthier in my life that you do today, Heber.” 
Teachings of Presidents of the Church—Heber J. Grant [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 2002], 190-191. 
 
 LeGrand Richards used to say that when he came here [to the Netherlands] as a young man… 
he couldn’t learn the language.  He liked to hear the dogs bark because he could understand 
them.  They barked the same way here as they did in his hometown. 
 I had an uncle come here, Alonzo A. Hinckley, way back in the early days.  He later became 
a member of the Council of the Twelve.  He spoke of [a] … miracle—the great difficulty in 
learning this language and of his pleas with the Lord to help him, to loosen his tongue so that he 
could speak to the people words of testimony and truth.  And suddenly, just out of the clear blue, 
he sat in a meeting and understood what was being said and then was called upon to speak and 
spoke with clarity to the people.  A miracle.  This is a land of miracles, and as has been said, this 
is a work of miracles.. 
Discourses of President Gordon B. Hinckley, 1995-99 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 2004], 1:428-429. 
 
Mormon 8: 27 
The blood of the saints shall cry unto to the Lord. 
 Too many noble and great ones have lived and preached and taught; too many have 
sacrificed their comforts, their homes, their families, and their own lives; too many have laid 
their all on the altar—too many have given their lives to the kingdom of God for the wicked and 
unbelieving to defile the earth.  Who with impunity can defile that which the almighty God has 
made?  God will not be mocked, nor will his plan for the salvation of men and the 
celestialization of the earth be foiled by those with carnal cares and diabolical desires.  Truth will 
prevail.  Righteousness will reign.  The cry of the blood of the Saints and prophets from all ages 
ascends to the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth for justice to be rendered, for wrongs to be righted and 
for evil to be abolished. 
Millet and McConkie, Book of Mormon Commentary, Vol. 1 p. 333-334. 
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Mormon 8:29-30 
Great changes 
 Those of us who read and believe the scriptures are aware of the warnings of prophets 
concerning catastrophes that have come to pass and are yet to come to pass… If anyone has any 
doubt concerning the terrible things that can and will afflict mankind, let him read the 24th 
chapter of Matthew.  Among other things the Lord says: “Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of 
wars.”  In the Book of Mormon we read of unimaginable destruction in the Western Hemisphere 
at the time of the Savior’s death in Jerusalem… (3 Nephi 8:5-10, 12-14).  What a terrible 
catastrophe that must have been… How portentous are the words of revelation found in the 88th 
section of the Doctrine and Covenants concerning the calamities that should befall after the 
testimonies of the elders… (D&C 88:89-91).  How interesting are descriptions of the tsunami 
and the recent hurricanes in terms of the language of this revelation, which says, “The voice of 
the waves of the sea heaving themselves beyond their bounds”… What we have experienced in 
the past was all foretold, and the end is not yet, just as there have been calamities in the past, we 
expect more in the future.  What do we do?  Someone has said it was not raining when Noah 
built the ark.  But he built it, and the rains came.  The Lord has said, “If ye are prepared ye shall 
not fear” (D&C 38:30)…. 
 We can so live that we can call upon the Lord for His protection and guidance.  This is a first 
priority.  We cannot expect His help if we are unwilling to keep His commandments.  We in this 
Church have evidence enough of the penalties of disobedience in the examples of both the 
Jaredite and the Nephite nations.  Each went from glory to utter destruction because of 
wickedness. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, Nov. 2005 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2005], 61-
62. 
 
 God rules in the fire, the earthquake, the tidal wave, the volcanic eruption, and the storm… 
We believe that his judgments are poured out to bring mankind to a sense of his power and his 
purposes, that they may repent of their sins and prepare themselves for the second coming of 
Christ…. 
 We firmly believe that Zion—which is the pure in heart—shall escape if she observes to do 
all things whatsoever God has commanded; but, in the opposite event, even Zion shall be visited 
“with sore affliction, with devouring fire” (Doctrine & Covenants 97:26).  All this that her 
people may be taught to walk in the light of truth and in the way of the God of their salvation. 
 We believe that these severe, natural calamities are visited upon men by the Lord for the 
good of his children, to quicken their devotion to others, and to bring out their better natures, that 
they may love and serve him.  We believe, further, that they are… the schoolmasters to teach the 
people to prepare themselves by righteous living for the coming of the Savior to reign upon the 
earth, when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus in the Christ. 
 If these lessons are impressed upon us and upon the people of our country, the anguish and 
the loss of life and toil, sad, great and horrifying as they were, will not have been in vain. 
Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1975], 55 
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 Calamities are a form of adversity, and adversity is a necessary part of Heavenly Father’s 
plan for the happiness of His children…. 
 If our hearts are right before God, adversity will school us, help us overcome our carnal 
nature, and nurture the divine spark within us.  Were it not for adversity, we would not know to 
“choose the better part” (Father in Heaven, We Do Believe,” Hymns, no. 180).  Adversity helps 
us see where we need to repent, to bring into subjection baser instincts, to embrace righteousness 
and enjoy “peace of conscience.” 
 The more we cleave unto righteousness, the more we enjoy the protecting care of our 
Savior… 
 We may not be able to stay the course of war in distant lands or with our puny arm hold back 
the tempests that rage or run freely when our body is imprisoned by failing health.  But it is 
verily true that such things do not ultimately control our personal world.  We Do!... 
 Every time calamity strikes, there is a corresponding sacred obligation that falls upon each of 
us to become better.  We should ask ourselves, “What part of my life needs to change so that the 
weight of chastisement need not be felt?” 
Keith B. McMullin, Ensign, Nov. 2005 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2005], 10-
12. 
 
 These signs of the Second Coming are all around us and seem to be increasing in frequency 
and intensity.  For example, the list of major earthquakes in The World Almanac and Book of 
Facts [2004] shows twice as many earthquakes in the decades of the 1980s and 1990s as in the 
two preceding decades (pp. 189-90).  It also shows further sharp increases in the first several 
years of this century.  The list of notable floods and tidal waves and the list of hurricanes, 
typhoons, and blizzards worldwide show similar increases in recent years (pp. 188-189).  
Increases by comparison with 50 years ago can be dismissed as changes in reporting criteria, but 
the accelerating pattern of natural disasters in the last few decades is ominous. 
Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, May 2004 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 7-8. 
 
Mormon 8: 30 
Rumors of War 
 Have we not had numerous rumors of wars?  Have we not had wars, such wars as the world 
never saw before?  Is there not today commotion among the nations, and are not their rulers 
troubled?  Have not kingdoms been overturned and great changes been made among nations?  
The whole earth is in commotion.  Earthquakes in divers places are reported every day. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, in Conference Report, Apr. 1966 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 1966], 14. 
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Mormon 8: 31 
Pollutions 
 We will… build up Zion on the earth and purify it and cleanse it from all pollutions.  Let 
there be an hallowed influence go from us over all things over which we have any power; over 
the soil we cultivate, over the houses we build, and over everything we possess… We are the 
lords of the earth. 
Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 443. 
 
 A sex saturated society cannot feel the needs of its suffering members because instead of 
developing the love that looks outward, it turns man selfishly inward.  Imperviousness to the 
promptings of the still small voice of God will also mean that we have ears, but cannot hear, not 
only the promptings of God but also the pleas of men… we shut out people, nature, and God.” 
(Neal A. Maxwell (A Time to Choose, p. 59-60, 71) [Continuing that same reasoning in General 
Conference Bro. Maxwell stated] “Without hope, [in this world] why forego now in order to 
preserve precious resources for future generations?  The loss of hope sends selfishness surging, 
as many turn, even more intensively, to pleasing themselves.” 
Ensign, Nov. 1994, p. 34. 
  
 The people are striving with all their might to learn the things of God; but if I could only get 
them to understand the work and the worth of their present life, I should feel well satisfied… The 
time we now occupy is in eternity; it is a portion of eternity.  Our present life is just as much a 
life in eternity as the life of any being can possibly be.  Could we all live so as to honour the life 
that we now possess...?  The very object of our existence here is to handle the temporal elements 
of this world and subdue the earth, multiplying those organisms of plants and animals God has 
designed shall dwell upon it.  When we have learned to live according to the full value of the life 
we now possess, we are prepared for further advancement in the scale of eternal progression—
for a more glorious and exalted sphere… Our Father in heaven wishes us to preserve that which 
he gives us… If we could only learn enough… we should then have learned what the Gods have 
learned before us, and what we must eventually learn before we can be exalted… We have also 
been greatly blessed, but we have treated lightly our blessings in neglecting to properly and 
frugally use them… The Lord has poured out his blessings on the atmosphere, on the water, and 
on the soil of this country… If we abuse these choice blessings, the Lord will blast the… 
elements with his withering touch, and leave us desolate… We have often heard it said by our 
Elders that all the heaven we shall ever have is the one we make for ourselves. 
Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 9:168-170. 
 
 In the name of “progress” and “growth,” we have plundered our planet and despoiled our 
environment… Many of our environmental problems arise from the fact that our society has 
become obsessed with materialism.  Paul spoke an eternal truth when he said that “the love of 
money is the root of all evil.”… Yet a never-ending search for more material prosperity cannot 
be the major factor in our lives.  The society that looks no further than its gross national product 
is doomed to ultimate decay and destruction.  Man’s true purposes are spiritual, not material… 
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The reason we are in trouble ecologically is because of our inability to see ourselves as a part of 
nature… We have behaved as though we have some sort of divinely provided right to despoil the 
physical world.  In a very real sense I believe this reflects a misinterpretation… of God’s 
injunction to Adam about subduing the earth. [Moses 2:28] 
A. B. Morrison, Ensign, Aug. 1971, pp. 64, 69. 
 
 The air is precious to the red man, for all things share the same breath—the beast, the tree, 
the man, they all share the same breath.  The white man does not seem to notice the air he 
breathes.  Like a man dying for many days, he is numb to the stench.  But if we sell you our land, 
you must remember that the air is precious to us, that the air shares its spirit with all the life it 
supports.  The wind that gave our grandfather his first breath also receives his last sigh.  And if 
we sell our land, you must keep it apart and sacred, as a place where even the white man can go 
to taste the wind that is sweetened by the meadow’s flowers… For we do not understand when 
the buffalo are all slaughtered, the wild horses are tamed, the secret corners of the forest heavy 
with scent of many men, and the view of the ripe hills blotted by talking wires.  Where is the 
thicket?  Gone.  Where is the eagle?  Gone.  The end of living and the beginning of survival. 
A letter from Chief Seattle to the President of the United States in 1854. 
 
 When I… fly over the vast and beautiful expanses of our globe… I have the feeling that the 
good earth can hardly bear our presence upon it… The Brethren constantly cry out against that 
which is intolerable in the sight of the Lord; against pollution of mind, body, and our 
surroundings… 
Spencer W. Kimball, Ensign, June 1976, p. 4. 
 
 The worst thing about the ‘filthy air’ is that it turns out to be a smoke-screen… It is a smooth, 
white-collar scam… oftentimes, to win us to our harm… Such pleasant bits as those pacifying  
public relations assurances.  ‘We are not monsters or ogres, we are people just like you.  We love 
our families just like you, we go to church too!’  Or to quote the scriptures, “I am no devil” (2 
Nephi 28:22)… When getting gain entails the destruction and degrading of life, what should we 
do?  The great fortunes that made America a world-class power were paid for by mill towns in 
which life was very near to hell.  But the owners lived far away, and starving immigrants 
desperately competing for jobs were willing to submit to anything.  No more vivid description of 
that world can be found than one written in 1855 by a prominent Latter-day Saint living in 
England.  I thought of his essay last fall.  Looking toward Provo… I paused to behold the dense, 
murky brown fog jammed against the mountains right behind the Brigham Young University by 
the prevailing winds, and I remembered the opening lines of the composition, 
 “… Over the valley before you rests an awful, impenetrable, dark, black cloud… You walk 
down the hillside, and as you enter the thick, dark cloud… A sense of oppressiveness falls upon 
you, and you realize, to your unmistakable discomfort, that the darkness around [you] can not 
only be seen, but felt and tasted.  Suddenly, to your great astonishment, you discover that this 
dreary spot is inhabited by human beings!” (Millennial Star, 17:337). 
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 Our Latter-day Saint philosopher of the 1850s tells us what he found when he entered the 
factory town… Who would ever have thought 135 years ago that this would be an accurate 
description of our inner cities today? 
Hugh Nibley, Brigham Young Challenges the Saints [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1994], 61-63. 
 
 I learned another very important lesson from Grandfather [Mahatma Gandhi] over a little 
pencil—a little three-inch stub of a pencil…. I was 13 years old then, and you know how careless 
13-year-olds are—I had this pencil in my hand and a notebook, and I looked at the pencil and I 
said, “I deserve a better pencil.  This is too small for me to use.”  So I threw it away. 
 That evening when I met Grandfather, I asked him for a new pencil.  But instead of giving 
me a new pencil,… [he] wanted to know how the pencil became small and why did it become 
and where did I throw it away and on and on and on.  I couldn’t understand why he was making 
such a fuss over a little pencil until he told me to go out and look for it.  I said, “You must be 
kidding.  You don’t expect me to look for this little pencil in the dark.” 
 He said, “Oh, yes, I do.  Here’s a flashlight.  This will help you.”  And he sent me out with a 
flashlight to look for this pencil. 
 I think I searched the bushes for about three hours.  When I finally found the pencil and 
brought it to him, he said, “Now I want you to sit here and learn two very important lessons.  The 
first lesson is that even in the making of a simple think like a pencil, we use a lot of the world’s 
natural resources.  When we throw them away, we are throwing away the world’s natural 
resources… The second lesson is that because in an affluent society we can afford to buy all of 
these things in bulk, we overconsume these things, and because we overconsume the resources of 
the world, we are denying those resources to people elsewhere who have to live in poverty… 
 I’ve been living on university campuses for 12 years in the United States, and I’ve never had 
to buy a pen or a pencil because I find them lying all over the campus.  I’m constantly picking up 
these pens and pencils and using them.  Many of the students who’ve seen me doing this think 
I’m a crank, and they come running to me and say, “Mr. Gandhi, here’s a pencil we found for 
you.”  I hope that someday they will learn the profound lesson I learned. 
Arun Gandhi, “Reflections of Peace.”  BYU Speeches, 23 Mar. 1999 [Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University 
Press, 1999], 42. 
 
Mormon 8:34-35 
Written for us today 
 The Book of Mormon was written for us today… God who knows the end from the 
beginning, told (Mormon) what to include in his abridgement that we would need for our day… 
Ezra Taft Benson, Conference Report, Apr. 1975, pp. 96-97. 
 
 We 4 must make the Book of Mormon a center focus of study [because] it was written for 
our day.  The Nephites never had the book; neither did the Lamanites of ancient times.  It was 
meant for us.  Mormon wrote near the end of the Nephite civilization.  Under the inspiration of 
God, who sees all things from the beginning, he abridged centuries of records, choosing the 
stories, speeches, and events that would be most helpful to us.  Each of the major writers of the 
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Book of Mormon testified that he wrote for future generations [see 2 Ne. 25:21; Jacob 1:3; Enos 
1:15-16; Jarom 1:2; Mormon 7:1; Mormon 8:34-35; 9:30]… 
 Mormon himself said “Yea, I speak unto to you, ye remnant of the house of Israel” (Mormon 
7:1).  And Moroni, the last of the inspired writers, actually saw our day and time… 
  If they saw our day and chose those things which would be of greatest worth to us, is not 
that how we should study the Book of Mormon?  We should constantly ask ourselves, “Why did 
the Lord inspire Mormon (or Moroni or Alma) to include that in his record?  What lesson can I 
learn from that to help me live in this day and age?  And there is example after of how that 
question will be answered. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Ensign, Oct. 1986, p. 5. 
 
 The type of apostates in the Book of Mormon are similar to the type we have today.  God, 
with his infinite foreknowledge, so molded the Book of Mormon that we might see the error and 
know how to combat false educational, political, religious and philosophical concepts of our 
time. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Ensign, May 1975, p. 64. 
 
 Political unrest, warfare, and economic chaos prevail in many parts of the world, and the 
plagues of pornography, drug misuse, immorality, AIDS, and child abuse become more 
oppressive with each passing day.  The media busily satisfies an apparently insatiable appetite to 
witness murder, violence, nudity, sex, and profanity.  Is not this the day of which Moroni spoke 
when he recorded: “Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not.  But 
behold, Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing” (Mormon 8:35).  And 
then he prophesied of conditions of the world as they are today. 
M. Russell Ballard, Ensign, Nov. 1992, p. 31.  
 
Mormon 8: 34-38 
 I guess one of the greatest mysteries of mortality is why mankind fails to learn from history.  
Why do those who profess to be true followers of Christ so often become victims of the 
enticements of the world?... We see so many members seeking worldly pursuits contrary to the 
words of the Lord’s prophets through the ages.  Many of us are more concerned about our fine 
apparel, the size of our homes, and our cars and their gadgets than we are about the needs of the 
poor and the needy… We need to heed Moroni’s warning to avoid the fate which destroyed his 
people… Who would not want to heed the voice of warning of one who has witnessed such 
heartache and misery?  Moroni’s words are not just a voice of warning, but also a voice of hope, 
as he lets us know that every one of God’s children is precious to Him. 
L. Tom Perry, Ensign, Nov. 1992, pp. 16-17 
 
Mormon 8: 37-39 
Adorning your churches 
Notice that Moroni did not speak out against the “adorning of your churches”; rather he 
identified those who “love… the adorning of… churches more than [they] love the poor and the 
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needy, the sick and the afflicted.”  His point is one of priority; the sin is in loving things—even 
consecrated buildings—more than people… 
 Hundreds of years earlier Nephi also prophesied concerning the practices of some churches 
in the Latter days when the Book of Mormon would come forth: “Their churches are lifted up; 
because of pride they are puffed up… They rob the poor because of their fine clothing” (@ 
Nephi 28:12-13).  These two Book of Mormon prophets serve as powerful witnesses regarding 
the evils of pride in our time.  Their words echo the oft repeated play on words of our own day: 
“Love people and use things; don’t love things and use people.”  Those things we love more than 
people become our costly apparel. 
Jack R. Christianson and K. Douglas Bassett, Life Lessons from the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 
2003], 117. 
 
Mormon 8: 37-38 
No life 
 Few men have ever knowingly and deliberately chosen to reject God and his blessings.  
Rather, we learn from the scriptures that because the exercise of faith has always appeared to be 
more difficult than relying on things more immediately at hand, carnal man has tended to transfer 
his trust in God to material things.  Therefore, in all ages when men have fallen under the power 
of Satan and lost the faith, they have put in its place a hope in the “arm of flesh” and in “gods of 
silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know” (Dan. 
5:23)… I am afraid that many of us have been surfeited with flocks and heard and acres and 
barns and wealth and have begun to worship them as false gods, and they have power over us.  
Do we have more of these good things than our faith can stand?  Many people spend most of 
their time working in the service of a self-image that includes sufficient money, stocks, bonds, 
investment portfolios, property, credit cards, furnishings, automobiles, and the like to 
guarantee… it is hoped, a long and happy life.  Forgotten is the fact that our assignment is to use 
these many resources in our families and quorums to build up the kingdom of God… Instead, we 
expend these blessings on our own desires, and as Moroni said, “Ye adorn yourselves with that 
which hath no life, and yet suffer the hungry, and the needy, and the naked, and the sick and the 
afflicted to pass by you, and notice them not” (Morm.8:39). 
Spencer W. Kimball, Ensign, June 1976, pp. 4-5. 
 
 Moroni was troubled by what he saw.  Are we troubled enough to set aside our love of 
substance and hear the cry of the hungry, the needy, the naked, and the sick? 
H. David Burton, Ensign, May 1997, p. 76. 
 
Mormon 8: 39 
Pass by … and notice them not 
 Christ told us to give our cloaks to those in need, which includes giving “the garment of 
praise” (Isaiah 61:3; Psalms 30:11).  Those trembling and shivering for want of a little praise and 
encouragement surely need the warming caress of commendation. 
 It certainly won’t happen if we pass them by and notice them not (Mormon 8:39). 
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 Be noticed confirms one’s value in the eyes of others.  Being deservedly commended does 
even more—by suggesting that one’s existence is of genuine value to others. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Whom the Lord Loveth [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003], 33. 
 
 
 
 I come before you today to bear another witness—a witness to the suffering and need of 
millions of our Heavenly Father’s children.  Far too many in the world today—thousands upon 
thousands of families—experience want each day.  They hunger. They ache with cold.  They 
suffer from sickness.  They grieve for their children.  They mourn for the safety of their 
families… They are our brothers and our sisters… Their fervent prayers ascend to heaven 
pleading for respite, for relief from suffering.  At this very hour on this very day, some members 
even in our Church are praying for the miracle that would allow them to surmount the suffering 
that surrounds them.  If, while we have the means to do so, we do not have compassion for them 
and spring to their aid, we are in danger of being among those the prophet Moroni spoke of when  
he said, “Behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel… more than he 
love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted.” 
Joseph B. Wirthlin, Ensign, May 2001 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2001], 74. 
 
 Selfishness is really self-destruction in slow motion. No wonder the Prophet Joseph Smith 
urged, “Let every selfish feeling be not only buried, but annihilated” (Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, sel. By Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 178… 
 Each spasm of selfishness narrows one’s universe that much more by reducing his awareness 
of or concern with others… 
 The early and familiar forms of selfishness are:  building up self at the expense of others, 
claiming or puffing credit, being glad when others go wrong, resenting the genuine successes of 
others, preferring public vindication to private reconciliation and taking ‘advantage of one 
because of his words (2 Ne. 28:8)… 
 Selfishness likewise causes us to be discourteous, disdainful, and self-centered while 
withholding from others needed goods, praise, and recognition as we selfishly pass them by and 
notice them not (see Morm.8:39). 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Oct. 1999 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999], 23. 
 
Mormon 8: 26-40 
According to Moroni’s prophecy, the Book of Mormon was to come forth in a day when: 
 1.  “It shall be said that miracles are done away.” (Mormon 8: 26) 
 2.  The power of God shall be denied. (Mormon 8:28) 
 3.  Churches will become defiled and “lifted up in pride of their hearts.” (Mormon 8:28) 

4.  There shall “be heard of wars, rumors of wars, and earthquakes in divers places.” 
(Mormon 8:30) 
5.  “There shall be great pollutions upon the face of the earth … murders, and robbing, and 
lying, and deceivings, and whoredoms, and all manner of abominations.” (Mormon 8:31.) 

 43 

 44 

 45 



Book of Mormon Commentary  Mormon 8 

14 
 

6.  People will say there is no sin, “Do this, or do that, and it mattereth not.” (Mormon 8:31) 
7.  “There shall be churches built up that shall say: Come unto me, and for your money you  
shall be forgiven of your sins.” (Mormon 8:32.) 
8.  People will love their money and substance more than they will love “the poor and the 
needy, the sick and the afflicted.” (Mormon 8: 37.)  

 9.  People will be ashamed to take upon them the name of Christ. (Mormon 8:40.) 
 10.  People will build up “secret abominations to get gain.” (Mormon 8:40.) 
Ludlow, Companion, p. 306. 
 
Mormon 8: 26-41 
The Nephites saw our day 
 Think of the prophets of the Book of Mormon, living in a dispensation ending with such 
painful communication between Mormon and Moroni about the plight they faced and the nations 
they loved dissolving into corruption, terror, and chaos. 
 In short, apostasy and destruction of one kind or another was the ultimate fate of every 
general dispensation we have ever had down through time… Those great men and women, the 
leaders in those ages past, were able to keep going, to keep testifying, to keep trying to do their 
best, not because they knew that you would.  I believe they took courage and hope not so much 
from their own circumstances as from yours… 
 I think virtually all of the prophets and early apostles had their visionary moments of our 
time—a view that gave them courage in their own less successful eras… Prophets such as 
Moses, Nephi, and the brother of Jared saw the latter days in tremendously detailed vision.  
Some of what they saw wasn’t pleasing, but surely all those earlier generations took heart from 
knowing that there would finally be one dispensation that would not fail… 
 Those earlier brethren are over there still cheering us on!  In a very real way, their chance to 
consider themselves fully successful depends on our faithfulness and our victory.  I love the idea 
of going into the battle of the last days representing Alma and Abinadi and what they pled for. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, CES Fireside for Young Adults, BYU, 12 Sept. 2004, 5. 
 
 No other book has ever been written with such a full view of the future dispensation to which 
that record would eventually come. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1997], 9. 
 
 What was a romance of the far away and long ago to our parents and grandparents has in our 
own generation become a grim reality.  Suddenly the Book of Mormon has become as modern as 
today’s newspaper. 
Hugh W. Nibley, Since Cumorah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1967], 375. 
 
 The Bible gives little evidence that its prophet-writers prepared their messages for any day 
other than their own.  Yes, Isaiah, Daniel, Paul, and John, among others, saw and spoke of the 
distant future, but their words were given to the people of their own time.  They never directly 
addressed those who would one day read their pronouncements. 
Robert L. Millet, Ensign, Dec. 1992 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1992], 9-10. 
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 Why is the reading of the Book, of Mormon so important to us today?  It is because the major 
writers of the Book of Mormon fully understood that their writings were primarily for the people 
of a future generation rather than for the people of their own generation… 
 The Book of Mormon is a voice of warning to this generation… 
 How often we read the record primarily as a history of a fallen people, failing to remember 
that it was compiled by inspired prophets for the purpose of helping us come unto Christ.  The 
major writers of the Book of Mormon did not intend it to be a history book at all… (Jacob 1:2). 
 Each time we read the book we should probably ask ourselves: “Why did these writers 
choose these particular stories or events to include in the record?  What value are they for us 
today?” 
L. Tom Perry, Ensign, Nov. 2005 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2005], 6-8. 
 
 I guess one of the greatest mysteries of mortality is why mankind fails to learn from history.  
Why do those who profess to be true followers of Christ so often become victims of the 
enticements of the world?... We see so many members seeking worldly pursuits contrary to the 
words of the Lord’s prophets through the ages.  Many of us are more concerned about our fine 
apparel, the size of our homes, and our cars and [our] gadgets than we are about the needs of the 
poor and the needy… We need to heed Moroni’s warning to avoid the fate which destroyed his 
people… Who would not want to heed the voice of warning of one who has witnessed such 
heartache and misery?  Moroni’s words are not just a voice of warning, but also a voice of hope, 
as he lets us know that every one of God’s children are precious to Him. 
L. Tom Perry, Ensign, Nov. 1992 {Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1992], 16-17. 
 
 I will make you this promise about reading the Book of Mormon:  You will be drawn to it as 
you understand that the Lord has embedded in it His message to you.  Nephi, Mormon, and 
Moroni knew that, and those who put it together put in messages for you.  I hope you have 
confidence that the book was written for you… There are simple direct messages… that will tell   
[us] how to change.  That is what the book is about.  It is a testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Atonement and how it may work in … [our] lives.  You will have an experience this year 
feeling the change that comes by the power of the Atonement because of studying this book. 
Henry B. Eyring, Ensign, Feb. 2004 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 11. 
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