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Introduction to Mormon 7 
     
 The inspired utterances of prophets are called prophecy.  These declarations may pertain to 
the past, present, or future.  New truths or unknown events may be revealed in them, or they may 
contain expressions which confirm and give added witness to truths already revealed and 
testified to by other prophets.  In their most dramatic form they are declarations of things to 
come, things which no mortal power could have made manifest. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 602 
 
Mormon 7: 2, 5 
Final plea to believe 
 In a soliloquy of death, Mormon reached across time and space to all, especially to that 
“remnant of the house of Israel” who would one day read his majestic record.  Those of another 
time and place must learn what those lying before him had forgotten—that all must “believe in 
Jesus Christ, that he is the Son of God,” that following his crucifixion in Jerusalem he had, “by 
the power of the Father… risen again, whereby he hath gained the victory over the grave:  and 
also in him is the sting of death swallowed up. [Mormon 7: 2,5]… 
 To “believe in Christ,” especially when measured against such tragic but avoidable 
consequences was Mormon’s last plea and his only hope.  It is the ultimate purpose of the entire 
book that would come to the latter-day world bearing his name. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant, [1997], 321-22.  
 
 Know ye that ye are of the house of Israel.  We sense a particular problem among many 
Latter-day Saints as this century draws to a close and as we draw nearer to the time when the 
Holy One of Israel will return to reign over his covenant people.  There is evidenced frequently 
among young and old a lack of covenant consciousness, not necessarily in regard to covenants 
and ordinances required for salvation but rather a lack of feeling appropriate kinship and identity 
with ancient Israel and with the fathers-Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob-and of understanding and 
carrying out the responsibilities we have inherited from them.   
 In our democratic and egalitarian society, in a time when equality and brotherhood are all-
important, perhaps we are losing a feel for what it means to be a covenant people, what it means 
to be a chosen people.  Too many even among the Latter-day Saints cry out that such sentiments 
are parochial and primitive, that they lead to exclusivism and racism.  Others content that to 
emphasize Israel’s chosen status is to denigrate and degrade others not designated as Israel. 
 Careful and prayerful study of the scriptures-especially the Old Testament and the Book of 
Mormon-will not only bring people to understand in their minds the origin and destiny of the 
descendants of Jacob but will also cause them to know in their hearts what it means to come to 
earth through a chosen lineage and what God would have them do to be a light to the world, 
particularly to so many who sit in spiritual darkness.  The words of the Lord to ancient Israel 
should be received by modern Israel with sobriety and humility, but they must be received and 
believed if we are to realize our potential to become a holy people and a royal priesthood.  
Jehovah spoke millennia ago of “Israel, whom I have chosen” (Isaiah 44:1) and assured the 
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Israelites that “you only have I known of all the families of the earth” (Amos 3:2; see also Isaiah 
45:4)  
 And yet coming to this earth through a peculiar lineage involves much more than boasting of 
a blessing:  it entails bearing a burden.  “Once we know who we are,” Elder Russell M. Nelson 
said, “and the royal lineage of which we are a part, our actions and directions in life will be more 
appropriate to our inheritance” (Thanks for the Covenant,” 1988-89 BYU Devotional and 
Fireside Speeches, p. 59).  Years ago a wise man wrote of the burdens of chosenness and of why 
God had selected a particular people as his own: “A man will rise and demand, ‘By what right 
does God Choose one race or people above another?’  I like that form of the question.  It is much 
better than asking by what right God degrades one people beneath another, although that is 
implied.  God’s grading is always upward.  If He raises up a nation, it is that other nations may 
be raised up through its ministry.  If He exalts a great man, an apostle of liberty or science or 
faith, it is that He might raise a degraded people to a better condition.  The divine selection is not 
[alone] a prize, a compliment paid to the man or the race-it is a burden imposed.  To appoint a 
chosen people is not a pandering to the racial vanity of a “superior people,” it is a yoke bound 
upon the necks of those who are chosen for a special service.  In short, “the Lord hath made 
[Israel} great for what He is going to make [Israel] do.” (W. J. Cameron, “Is There a Chosen 
People?” in James H. Anderson, God’s Covenant Race, pp. 300-302.) 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 4:, p. 237-
238. 
 
  
 
Mormon 7:4 
Weapons 
 In spite of our delight in defining ourselves as modern, and our tendency to think we possess 
a sophistication that no people in the past ever had-in spite of these things, we are, on the whole, 
an idolatrous people—a condition most repugnant to the Lord. 
 We are a warlike people, easily distracted from our assignment of preparing for the coming 
of the Lord.  When enemies rise up, we commit vast resources to the fabrication of gods of stone 
and steel-ships, planes, missiles, fortifications-and depend on them for protection and 
deliverance.  When threatened we become anti-enemy instead of pro-kingdom of God; we train a 
man in the art of war and call him a patriot, thus, in the manner of Satan’s counterfeit of true 
patriotism, perverting the Savior’s teaching… 
 What are we to fear when the Lord is with us?  Can we not take the Lord at his word and 
exercise a particle of faith in him?  Our assignment is affirmative: to forsake the things of the 
world as ends in themselves to leave off idolatry and press forward in faith; to carry the gospel to 
our enemies, that they might no longer be our enemies. 
 We must leave off the worship of modern-day idols and a reliance on the “arms of flesh,” for 
the Lord has said to all the world in our day, “I will not spare any that remain in Babylon” (D&C 
64:24).” 
Spencer W. Kimball, “The False Gods We Worship,” Ensign, June 1976, p.6. 
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Mormon 7: 8-9 
Bible and Book of Mormon 
 No man can say that this book (]]]laying his hand on the Bible) is true, is the word of the 
Lord, is the way, is the guide-board in the path, and a charter by which we may learn the will of 
God; and at the same time say that the Book of Mormon is untrue; if he has had the privilege of 
reading it, or of hearing it read, and learning its doctrines.  There is not that person on the face of 
the earth who has had the privilege of learning the Gospel of Jesus Christ from these two books, 
that can say that one is true, and the other is false.  No Latter-day Saint, no man or woman, can 
say the Book of Mormon is true, and at the same time say the Bible is untrue.  If one is true, both 
are, and if one be false, both are false.  [Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 1:38] 
 …the Book of Mormon in no case contradicts the Bible.  It has many words like those in the 
Bible, and as a whole is a strong witness to the Bible.  Revelations, when they have passed from 
God to man, and from man into his written and printed language, cannot be said to be entirely 
perfect, though they may be as perfect as possible under the circumstances; they are perfect 
enough to answer the purposes of Heaven at this time. 
Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 9:310.  
 
 It has been said that the Book of Mormon has fraud written upon every page of it.  The Book 
of Mormon is in absolute harmony from start to finish with other sacred Scriptures.  There is not 
a doctrine taught in it that does not harmonize with the teachings of Jesus Christ.  There is not 
one single expression in the Book of Mormon that would wound in the slightest degree the 
sensitiveness of any individual.  There is not a thing in it but what is for the benefit and uplift of 
mankind.  It is in every way a true witness for God, and it sustains the Bible and is in harmony 
with the Bible.  No group of men can write a book of six or seven hundred pages that is a fraud 
and have it in harmony in every particular with the Scriptures that were given to us by the 
prophets of God and by Jesus Christ and his apostles. 
Heber J. Grant, Conference Report, Apr. 1929, 129. 
 
 I love the Bible, both the Old and the New Testaments.  It us a source of great truth…. 
 … That sacred and holy book has been of inestimable worth to the children of men.  In fact, 
it was a passage from the Bible that inspired the Prophet Joseph Smith to go to a grove of trees 
near his home and kneel in prayer.  What followed was the glorious vision that commenced the 
restoration of the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the earth.  That vision also began the 
process of bringing forth new scripture [the Book of Mormon] to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the Bible in bearing witness to a wicked world that Jesus is the Christ and that God lives and 
loves His children and is still intimately involved in their salvation and exaltation. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Conference Report, Oct. 1986, 100-101; or Ensign, Nov. 1986, 78. 
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Mormon 7: 10 
Principles of the gospel included in Mormon’s last testimony: 

• Belief in Jesus Christ (faith) (v. 5) 
• Repentance (v.5) 

• Atonement, redemption (vv.5,7) 
• Resurrection (v.6) 
• Judgment (v. 6) 
• Exaltation, never-ending happiness (v. 7) 
• Nature of the Godhead (v. 7) 
• Baptism (v. 8) 
• Scriptures (v. 8-9) 
• Covenants (v. 10) 
• Holy Ghost (v. 10) 

Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 302 
  
 And now, as pertaining to this perfect atonement, wrought by the shedding of the blood of 
God testify that it took place in Gethsemane and at Golgotha, and as pertaining to Jesus Christ, I 
testify that he is the Son of the Living God and was crucified for the sins of the world.  He is our 
Lord, our God, and our King.  This I know of myself independent of any other person. 
 I am one of his witnesses, and in a coming day I shall feel the nail marks in his hands and oin 
his feet and shall wet his feet with my tears. 
 But I shall not know any better then than I know now that he is God’s  
Almighty Son, that he is our Savior and Redeemer, and that salvation comes in and through his 
atoning blood and in no other way.  God grant that all of us may walk in the light as God our 
Father is in the light so that, according to the promises, the blood of Jesus Christ his Son will 
cleanse us from all sin. 
Elder Bruce R. McConkie, “The Purifying Power of Gethsemane,” Ensign, (CR), May, 1985, p. 9. 
 
Conclusion to Mormon 7 
 The Lamanites must rise in majesty and power.  We must look forward to the day when they 
will be “white and delightsome” [2 Nephi 30:6], sharing the freedoms and blessings which we 
enjoy; when they shall have economic security, culture, refinement, and education; when they 
shall be operating farms and business and industries and shall be occupied in the professions and 
in teaching; when they shall be organized into wards and stakes of Zion, furnishing much of their 
own leadership; when they shall build and occupy and fill the temples, and serve in them as the 
natives are now serving in the Hawaiian Temple where I found last year the entire service 
conducted by them and done perfectly.  And in the day when their prophet shall come, one shall 
rise “… mighty among them… being an instrument in the hands of God, with exceeding faith, to 
work mighty wonders…”  (2 Nephi 3:24.) 
 Brothers and sisters, the Florescence of the Lamanites is in our hands. 
Spencer W. Kimball, in CR, Oct. 1947, p.22 
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