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bY Vaughn J. FeaLhersLone
The season of the uorld before us Hlll be llke no other ln the hlslory of nanklnd.
perverslon
ever
Satan has unleashed every evllr every schene, every blaLant, vlle
of
fulness
Just as Ehts ls the dtspensaLlon of the
known to nan ln any generatlon.
ulves
and
our
lle and
tlrnes, so tt ts also the dlspensatlon of Lhe fulness of evll.
There ls no safeLy ln the
husbands, our chlldren, and our nenbers nusL flnd safety.
nenbershlp
realth cannot provlde lt, enforcenent agencles cannol assure lL,
Horld;
In ihls Church alone cannot brlng lt.
As the evll nlghL darkens upon thls generablon, we nust corae to the bemple for ltght
cannot
In our Lenples ne flnd quleL, sacred havens ehere the storn
and safetypenetrate to us. fhere are trosts of unseen sentlnels natchlng over anC guardlng our
temples.
Ange1s atLend every door. As lt was ln the days of Ellsha so lL w111 be
us,
for
"Those that be vlth. us are nrore Lhan they that be agalns; us."
tlme
Befc:'e the Savi-cr c3:r:es thE r::rJd ui.t:. /Anteen. There qtl-l cene a perlod
of
The wo:'ld
Hhere e'ren the elecl vlll
lose hope lf the_v do nob cone to the tenples.
these
wlll
be so fllled
wlth evll thaL bhe rlghLeous w111 only feel secure Hlthln
rralls.
The Salnts r1ll" corne here not onl_v to do vlcarlous rork, buL to flnd a haven
of peace. They w11). long to brlng thelr chlldren here for safety sake.
I belleve He ltay we].I have ]lvlng on the earth now or very soon the boy or babe sho
HlIl be Ehe prophet of the Church when the Savlor eomes. Those vho vlIl
slL ln the
Qrrorun of Twelve Apostles are here.
There are nany ln our hones and cornnunltles uho
w111 have apostollc caLllngs.
tle nus', keep then clean, sseet, and pure ln an oh so
wlcked world.
Propnets ot old as werl
There Hiii be Breater hosts cf unseen balngs in i,he tenpie.
s111 feel
as those 1n thls dlspensatlon wlIl vlstt the tenples.
Those nho attend
thelr sLrength and feel thelr conpanlonshl.p. lle ullL not be a.lone 1n our tenpl.es.
The covenants and ordlnances w111.flll
In a day cf
us ribh falth as a llvlng f1re.
desolatlng
slckness,
seorched earth, banben Hastes, slckenlng plagues, dlsease,
destructlon,
s€ $11I
trees,
and dealh, He as a people n111 rest ln tlre shade of
drlnk fro:n the coollng fountalns.
tfe s111 ablde ln places of refuge frcn the storrn,
He vlIl
nount up 8s on eagles wlngs, ue u111 be llfted
out of an lnsane and evl.]
norld.
t{e ulll
be as falr as tbe sun and elear as the ltoon.
The Savlor Hlll cone and HlIl honor Hls pecple.
Those rho a:'e spareC and prepareC
s111 be a tenple lovlng people.
lnou Hln.
They ulll
cry out rrblessed be
They rlll
the nane of He that comelh ln the nane of the Lord thou art ny God and I sllL
bless
thee, thou art ny God and I vlll. exalt thee."
Our chlldren
Hlll bolr dom at Hls feet and rrorshlp Hln as the Lord of Lords,
the
Xlng of Xlngs.
They w111 babhe Hls feei stih thelr tears and He v111 reep and bless
then for haulng suffered
through Lhe greates! trlals
bowels
ever knom to nan. Hls
rlll
be fllled
nlth eornpasslon and Hls heari vlll
and He sll1
ssell wlde as eternlty
Iove Lhem.
He ptll. brlng peace thab wlll ]ast a thousand years and they slll
recelve thelr rer.ard to dnell slth Hln.
l,et us prepare thera rlth
the falth
and every conditlon.
to sumount every trlal
(bne, co&e, oh cone up to the teatples
rl}l
do lb ln ihese holy, sacred temples.
the Lprd and ablde ln H1s presence
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The Failure of New Year's Resolutions-and SomethingBetter
B y t ' l r r i,, . r , r i r l i r ili r J a n U a r1y, 2 0 1 5
Resolutionsmakeme tired. While it is fitting to rvantto be better,healthier,more successful,etc., resolutionsbeginltom a flawed premise:"We are in
charyeof improvingourselves.We needto do differentlyand, with adequateresolveand prominentreminderson the liidge, rve can changeourselves."
Poppycock!Thereis a very goodreasonthat New Year'sresolutionsfail quickly and resoundingly.
They areu,rong-headed.
When we makeresolutions.we are essentiallysaying "I am in chargeof my life. If I get organ2edenoughand determinedenough,I can changemysell'
in importantways."
This is the doctrineof the antiChrist, voicedby Korihor: "Every man faredin this life accordingtothe managementof the creature;thereforeevery
man prosperedaccordingto his genius,and that every manconqueredaccordingto his strength"(AIma 30:I 7).
An annualbingeofNew Year'sresolutionsshorvshorvbadly rve understandthc gospelofJesusChrist.Ratherthan resolveoncea year to improve
ourselves.God invitesus to weekly take counselfrom the One whosenamesincludeSavior Redeemer,Truth, Life, Light, andAdvocate.He is the One
who is in chargeofpositive changein the universe.He is the only one who can refbrmour charactersand put our lives in order.In contrastto Korihor's
saddogrnais the doctrineofChrist:
Yea,comeunto Christ,and be perfectedin htnl and denyyourselvesofall ungodliness;
and ifye shalldenyyourselvesofall ungodliness,
and love
Cod rvith all your migfrt,mind and strength,then is his gracesufficientfor you, that by his graceye may be perfectin Christ;and if by the graceof
Godye areperfectin Christ,ye can in nowisedenythe powerof God.(Moroni l0:32)
I believethat thereis a place for sensiblegoals."l want to be morekind this year." "l rvantto get out ofdebt-" Etc. But both the power and the process
for attainingour goalsare gtfts fiom the giver of life. We simplycannotmakeourselvesholy, noble,Ioving charitatrle,or anythingimportarrtwithout the
merits,mercy,andgraceof Him who is mightyto save.
Jesusgivesthe parableof a cenainrich manwho neededto expandhis storageto hold his growingpossessions.
Givenhis success,it seemedentirely
appropriateto build largerbams.But he did not take counselliom heavenand therc rvereimportantthingshe didn't know abouthis future."Cod said
untohim,Thoufool,thisnightthysoulshallberequiredofthee:thenwhoseshallthosethingsbe,whichthouhastprovided?"(Luke
t2:20).
When we makeour plansbasedon our aspirations,the blind leadthe blind. When our plansare directedby God,we can haveconfidencein our course.
The mostimportantpart of any changeprocessshouldbe the weekly fifteen-minuteconversationwe havewith Jesusduringthe sacmment.We allow a
sacramenthymn to softenour hearts.We invite sacredprayersto openour hearts.And, preparedwith faith, lve sit with Jesusand gel sweetcounsel.We
repentofour faultsandtake assignments
for the comingrveek
Many yearsago(May 27,1975. BYU Speeches),
StephenCovey gaveinspiredadvice.He encouragedeachofus to regularlyapproachJesuswith the
four stewardshipquestions.
What do I needto do to drarvcloserto the living Christ?
What do I needto do to be a bettermemberof my family?
What do I needto do to more fully magni$ nry Churchmembenhipand callings?
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What do I need to do to more fully magni$ my [other] stewardships?
If we posethesequestionsto Jesus,listenpeacefullyfor His counsel,and follorv it eamestly,we are engagedin the greatestdevelopmentprogam in the
unrverse.
Think how differentthis is from our usualprocess.Commonlyeachofus settleson somethingthat hashelpedus and then we imposethe practiceon
others.Onepersonlmds that gettingup at 5 a.m. andreadingthe scriptureshasmadeall the difference.That personmay recommendthat practiceto
everyoneat every opportunity.But manyofthe recipientsofthe counselwill find that they can't do it or it doesn'twork weUfor them; so they feel like
spiritualfailures.They give up.
We shouldnot generalizeour spiritualremediesany more than we shouldpassaroundour prescriptiondrugsin sacranrentmeeting Of coursewe rejoice
for other people.
in our spiritualdiscoveries;but we ordinarysaintsdo not havethe right to makethem into commandments
And, if we want optimalgrowh, we will take regularcounselfrom the One who is in chargeof perfection.We will get weekly counseldunngthe
sacrament.We will be renewedand energizedby our encounterwith Him. And we will seekto apply His counselevery day of the week looking forward
to whenwe meetHim againat the sacredsacramenttableto reportand malienew cornmitmenls.
When we form our own resolutions,we are alsotakingpersonalresponsibilityfor their enactment.In contrast,when we makeJesusour growthpartner,
He not only coachesus on next stepsbut alsoenablesus in taking them.He knowsexactlyrvhatwe mustdo next in the processofgrouth and He gladly
supportsandenergizesus alongthe inspiredpath. He is the Light andthe Life of our lives!
All of this is consistentwith Jesus'simpledirective;"Look unto me in every thought;doubtnot, fear not."
Ratherthan aruruallymakeresolutionswith ourselves,I recommendthat we weekly makecovenantswith Jesus,

Thanksto Brrbara Keil and NancyGoddardfor their insightfulcommentson this article.
Recommendations:YoucanbuyacopyofBrotherGoddard,snewestboolr,!!'.:.:iili;,!:l.'.lr:'.-:-.:.ii!l.]i..!-j:-.,!!j:i!ll:1i]h'rt
may also be interestedin someofhis other bookssuch as The Soft-SpokenParent, BetweenParent and Child, or Drawing Heaven into lbur
Marriage.
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