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2 Nephi 33:1-2 
Carried unto the heart 
 The Twelve have the right…to teach the people by the spirit of revelation, by the spirit of prophecy and the 
power of God…. 
 God has made that promise…unto those who go out to preach the Gospel…by the spirit of revelation.  It is then 
carried to the hearts of the people. 
George Q. Cannon, Journal of Discourses, 23:365-66 
 
 In modern revelation the Lord has established a spiritual test to find truth. 
 He says in the ninth section of the Doctrine and Covenants simply: “But, behold, I say unto you, that you must 
study it out in your mind; then you must ask me if it be right, and if it is right I will cause that your bosom shall burn 
within you; therefore, you shall feel that it is right.” (v. 8.) 
 The words “you shall feel that it is right” refer to a feeling of peace and warmth, a feeling that touches the 
soul….It is a feeling that is unique in its peace and joy because it emanates from Jesus Christ.  It is that feeling which 
brings a greater knowledge and a more sure witness than even flesh and bones. 
Loren C. Dunn, in Conference Report, Apr. 1977, p. 43; or Ensign, May 1977, p. 31 
 
 The very words of the revelation (D&C 63:4) recognize that the Brethren may speak when they are not “moved 
upon by the Holy Ghost,” yet only when they do so speak, as so “moved upon” is what they say Scripture.  No 
exceptions are given to this rule or principle.  It is universal in its application. 
 The question is, how shall we know when the things they have spoken were said as they were “moved upon by 
the Holy Ghost?” 
 I have given some thought to this question, and the answer thereto so far as I can determine is: We can tell 
when the speakers are “moved upon by the Holy Ghost” only when we, ourselves, are “moved upon by the Holy 
Ghost.” 
 In a way, this completely shifts the responsibility from them to us to determine when they so speak. 
 We might here profitably repeat what Brother Brigham preached: 
 “I am more afraid that this people have so much confidence in their leaders that they will not inquire for 
themselves whether they are led by Him.  I am fearful they settle down in a state of blind self-security, trusting their 
eternal destiny in the hands of their leaders with a reckless confidence that in itself would thwart the purposes of God 
in their salvation.” 
J. Reuben Clark, Selected Papers, ed. David H. Yarn Jr., Brigham Young University Press, Provo, Utah 1984, 95-96 
 
 I said there was a question that could not be taken lightly nor answered at all without the prompting of the Spirit 
(“Have you seen him?”).  I have not asked that question of others, but I have heard them answer it—but not when 
they were asked.  They have answered it under the promptings of the Spirit, on sacred occasions, when the “Spirit 
beareth record” (D&C 1:39). 
 I have heard one of my brethren declare: “I know from experiences, too sacred to relate, that Jesus is the 
Christ.” 
 I have heard another testify: “I know that God lives; I know that the Lord lives.  And more than that, I know the 
Lord.” 
 It was not their words that held the meaning or the power.  It was the Spirit “…for when a man speaketh by the 
power of the Holy Ghost the power of the Holy Ghost carrieth it into the hearts of the children of men” (2 Nephi 33:1). 
 I speak upon this subject in humility, with the constant feeling that I am the least in every way of those who are 
called to this holy office. 
Elder Boyd K. Packer, CR, April, 1971, 124 
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 I urge you to get acquainted with this great book.  Read it to your children: they are not too young to understand 
it.  I remember reading it with one of my lads when he was very young.  On one occasion I lay in the lower bunk and 
he in the upper bunk.  We were each reading aloud alternate paragraphs of those last three marvelous chapters of 
Second Nephi.  I heard his voice breaking as though he had a cold, but we went on to the end of the three chapters.  
As we finished he said to me, “Daddy, do you ever cry when you read the Book of Mormon?” 
 “Yes, son,” I answered, “sometimes the Spirit of the Lord so witnesses to my soul that the Book of Mormon is 
true that I do cry.” 
 “Well,” he said, “that is what happened to me tonight.” 
 I know not all of them will respond like that, but I know that some of them will, and I tell you this book was given 
to us of God to read and to live by, and it will hold us as close to the Spirit of the Lord as anything I know. 
Marion G. Romney, CR, April 1949, 49 
 
2 Nephi 33:4 
Power of the Book of Mormon 
 [The Book of Mormon] is the book that will save the world and prepare the sons of men for joy and peace here 
and now and everlasting life in eternity. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Ensign, November 1983, 74 
 
 The Book of Mormon [is] the most correct of any book on earth, and the keystone of our religion, and a man 
would get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than by any other book. 
Joseph Smith, History of Church [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 4:461 
 
 What is the major purpose of the Book of Mormon?  To bring men to Christ and to be reconciled to him…. [It] 
helps us draw nearer to God.  Is there not something deep in our hearts that longs to draw nearer to God, to be more 
like Him in our daily walk, to feel His presence with us constantly?  If so, then the Book of Mormon will help us do so 
more than any other book.  It is not just that the Book of Mormon teaches us truth, though it indeed does that.  It is 
not just that the Book of Mormon bears testimony of Christ, though it indeed does that, too.  But there is something 
more.  There is a power in the book which will begin to flow into your lives the moment you begin a serious study of 
the book.  You will find greater power to resist temptation.  You will find the power to avoid deception.  You will find 
the power to stay on the strait and narrow path….When you begin to hunger and thirst after those words, you will find 
life in greater and greater abundance. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Ensign, Nov. 1984 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1984], 6-7 
 
 May I admonish you to participate in a program of daily reading and pondering of the scriptures….The Book of 
Mormon will change your life.  It will fortify you against the evils of our day.  It will bring a spirituality into your life that 
no other book will. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Ensign, May 1986 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1986], 43 
 
 He [Pres. Benson] has spoken prophetically and wonderfully on many things, but has most oft-repeated 
message to the people of the Church has been, “Read the Book of Mormon.”  Why?  Because he knows that the 
reading of this sacred testament will bring us closer to God and that there is no greater need among us than this.  
Could there be a call from a prophet more timely than this call?  One need only look at the filth and rot that are 
sweeping over the world in the form of pornographic movies, pornographic videocassettes, pornographic television, 
to see the need for a great and powerful and moving counter-force for righteousness. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, May 1992 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1992], 53 
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 [President Hinckley issued a challenge for members to read the Book of Mormon.] [R]egardless of how many 
times you previously may have read the Book of Mormon, there will come into your lives and into your homes an 
added measure of the Spirit of the Lord, a strengthened resolution to walk in obedience to His commandments, and a 
stronger testimony of the living reality of the Son of God. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, Aug. 2005 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2005], 6 
 
Promises in Reading the Book of Mormon 
Marion G. Romney, 1960 

1. Spirit of  Book of Mormon will permeate your home and all who dwell there 
2. Spirit of Reverence will increase 
3. Mutual respect and consideration will increase 
4. Righteousness will increase 
5. Faith, hope and charity will abound in homes bringing peace, joy and happiness 

 
Ezra Taft Benson, 1986 

6. Increased understanding of Book of Mormon 
7. Increased discernment between Christ and anti-Christ’s 
8. Increased power to do good and resist evil 
9. God will pour out upon each child of Zion and the Church a blessing hitherto unknown 
10. We will plead to the Lord that he will begin to lift the condemnation—the scourge and judgment 

 
President Hinckley, 1997, 2005 

11. Added measure of the Spirit of the Lord 
12. Strengthened resolution to walk in obedience to His commandments 
13. Stronger testimony of living reality of the Son of God 

 
2 Nephi 33:5 
Who’s angry with scripture? 
 Many are angry with the Book of Mormon….The book marks the path by which we return to God, and there is 
but one spirit that opposes such a journey. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary, 1:373 
 
2 Nephi 33:8-9 
Jews, Gentiles (see notes to 2 Nephi 30:4) 
 To Nephi—Jews and Gentiles.  To him, Jews are those descended from the inhabitants of the kingdom of Judah 
at the time Lehi left Jerusalem, regardless of whether individuals might have had ancestors not of the tribe of Judah 
(see 2 Nephi 33:8).  In terms of this very generalized definition, even one who happened to be descended from one 
of the ten tribes but who lived around Jerusalem in 600 B.C. would be called a Jew (see 2 Nephi 25;6, 14-15 and 
33:8).  So in this framework, the Lehite colony—whether Nephite or “Mulekite”—is a subcategory of the Jews. 
Robert L. Millet, Rediscovering the Book of Mormon, edited by John L. Sorenson and Melvin J. Thorne [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1991], 
187-188 
 
2 Nephi 33:10 
 All scripture comes from God; all scripture is true; and every divine word accords with every other word from the 
same heavenly source.  The Bible bears witness of the Book of Mormon, and the Book of Mormon testifies of the 
Bible….Those who believe one believe the other. 
Bruce R. McConkie, New Witness for the Articles of Faith, 394 
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 The Book of Mormon is full of testimony.  You cannot teach the Book of Mormon without having as your 
companions the great testifiers, including the Savior Himself. 
Henry B. Eyring, Ensign, Feb. 2004 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 14 
 
2 Nephi 33:11 
Role of scriptures in judgment 
 Though men may reject the teachings of the apostles and prophets concerning Jesus Christ and his gospel, yet 
those very teachings shall rise to condemn the unbelievers in the day of judgment. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, 1:330 
 
“You and I shall stand face to face” 
 Nephi is probably one of the four angels mentioned in D&C 77:8 interpreting Rev. 7:1 as a cross reference to 
Rev. 14:6-7 would illustrate.  The other three would be Jacob, Mormon, and Moroni, the three principle engravers 
upon the plates from which the Book of Mormon was translated and which contains the everlasting gospel to go to 
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. 
Monte S. Nyman, I, Nephi Wrote a Record, p. 758 
 
2 Nephi 33:15 
 It is the pattern of the prophets to teach the doctrines of salvation and then to seal their teachings with a 
testimony that what they have taught is the gospel.  As Nephi concluded an earlier discourse, he said: “I have spoken 
plainly unto you, that ye cannot misunderstand.  And the words which I have spoken shall stand as a testimony 
against you; for they are sufficient to teach any man the right way; for the right way is to believe in Christ and deny 
him not; for by denying him ye also deny the prophets and the law.” (2 Ne. 25:28.)  In the truest sense, unless 
something has been taught, no testimony has been given.  As Nephi concluded his record, which contains teachings 
about the plan of salvation that are unsurpassed in all the holy writ for plainness and spiritual power, Nephi placed a 
seal upon his testimony or teachings. 
Joseph F. McConkie, “The Promise of Eternal Life,” Studies in Scriptures, Vol 1, pp. 171-172 
 
 An acquaintance of mine, John Condry, a business consultant by profession, once expressed to me what he 
considered to be the heart and soul of leadership: “The real-world lesson in leadership is brought home every day: 
Nothing happens until someone takes personal responsibility.”  Nephi gives an extraordinary lesson on personal 
responsibility at the end of his second book, focusing the light of individual responsibility and accountability upon the 
reader in a unique way. Nephi adduces a personal relationship between himself and that reader, saying, in effect, 
that there would be a future reunion, before the judgment seat of God, where the verity of the words he had written in 
his record would be confirmed (see 2 Ne. 33:11).  Face-to-face is a rather personal posture for two people to 
assume, especially before the court of God.  Nephi summarizes his entire book of Mormon account by placing his 
witness and his message squarely at the feet of—or, better still—upon the shoulders of, the reader, with the 
injunction to take action based on the essence and spirit of his words.  Thus the reader is encouraged to exercise 
leadership by taking personal responsibility for his or her behavior relative to the prophetic word. 
 For the reader, the fundamentally important transition is from casual observer to self-observed, from abstract 
persona to an involved individual who exclaims: “He is talking about me!  I am the one being addressed.  It is my 
salvation and immortality that is at stake!” 
Richard J. Allen, Teachings & Commentaries on the BOM, p. 146-147 
 
“Amen” 
 Christ is called “the Amen, the faithful and true witness.” 
LDS Bible Dictionary, s.v. “Amen.”  See also 2 Corinthians 1:20; Revelation 3:14 
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