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Revelation 
 

 Having daily access to the spirit…is better than periodic miracles. 
Neal A. Maxwell 
 
 
 This principle ought (in its proper place) to be taught, for God hath not revealed anything to Joseph, but 
what He will make known unto the Twelve, and even the least Saint may know all things as fast as he is 
able to bear them… 
TPJS, 149 
 
 
 When a person does fit and qualify himself, spiritual messages, waiting to be revealed, come to him.  
Then, and only then, is spiritual knowledge quickened into living comprehension leading to activity.  When 
there is such correspondence between an individual and the spiritual world, the real joy of life appears.  
Otherwise, something is missing from our daily desire.  We live incompletely…. 
 Is it difficult to…qualify oneself spiritually?  Nothing is easier or more enjoyable.  When there is 
harmony between the instrument and the pounding message [of the Spirit], there is joy in the heart.  The 
world’s confusion roots in discord, lack of harmony [with that Spirit].  To be out of focus or to live in the 
midst of static is to be in semi-darkness and chaos. 
John A. Widtsoe, Evidences and reconciliations, ed. G. Homer Durham (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1960), 86-88 
 
 
 They who think the path difficult, have not tried it….All who yield…obedience to God’s law undergo a 
real transformation, by the Holy Ghost, which enables them more and more, to receive and understand 
spiritual messages.  Unless that transformation is accomplished, a person is opaque to spiritual truth, and 
the “things of God” are beyond his understanding.  Great is the effect of such spiritual communication….It 
transforms life.  It makes the weak strong, the strong mightier….The individual becomes filled with light as 
the incandescent lamp when the electric current passes through it….[A]ll will be aided in their life pursuits if 
they have contact with the inexhaustible intelligence of the spiritual realm.  The wealth of eternity will be 
theirs.  They who do not seek to make themselves receivers of spiritual messages, but thrash about for 
such truth as their unaided powers may reveal, do not learn the meaning and destiny of life, and fail to win 
the vision of the glory of the universe in which we live. 
Ibid, 88 
 
 
 Revelation comes from God to man in various appointed ways, according to the laws ordained by the 
Almighty.  The Lord appears personally to certain spiritually receptive persons; he speaks audibly by his 
own voice, on occasions, to those whose ears are attuned to the divine wave length; angels are sent from 
his presence to minister to deserving individuals; dreams and visions come from him to the faithful; he often 
speaks by the still small voice, the voice of the Spirit, the voice of prophecy and revelation; he reveals truth 
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by means of the Urim and Thummim; and he gives his mind and will to receptive mortals in whatever ways 
seem appropriate as circumstances require. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 643-44 
 
 
Revelations come in many ways: 
Direct forms of Revelation 

1.  Visitations 
2. Visions 
3. Audible voice 
4. Dreams 
5. Patriarchal blessings 
6. Light of Christ 

 

Less Direct forms of Revelation 
1.  Still, small voice 
2. To your mind and heart 

a.  As thoughts 
b. Enlightenment 
c. Feelings 
d. Warnings 
e. Divine intervention 

Gerald N. Lund, Hearing the Voice of the Lord, p. 23-112 
 
 
Principles that Govern the Giving and Receiving of Revelation: 

1. God determines all aspects of revelation; to whom, when, where and what. 
2. We must actively seek revelation. 
3. Most revelation comes incrementally 

DIVINE TUTORIALS 
4. We are to develop spiritual self-reliance. 
5. God’s house is a house of order (line of authority, stewardship). 
6. True revelation always edifies. 
7. That which comes from God is sacred. 
8. Strong feelings do not prove true revelation. 
9. Learning from our own experience (action then verification). 
10. We must accept and act upon what is give before we receive more. 

Gerald N. Lund, Hearing the Voice of the Lord, p. 127-222 
 
 
How can we tell the difference between true and counterfeit revelation? 

1. Is what is revealed in harmony with gospel and in keeping with the nature of God including the 
order he has established in the Church? 

2. Does what is given edify? 
3. Does what is given go counter to the principle of spiritual self-reliance? 
4. Does the motive behind this revelation seem to be to get gain, glory, or benefit for the receiver? 
5. Has the Lord confirmed that this particular revelation comes from Him? 
6. Can we honestly say that our greatest desire is to do God’s will? 

Ibid, pp. 251-260 

6 

7 

8 



Revelation  2 Nephi 32 

Page 3 of 7 

 “How do we recognize the promptings of the Spirit?”  President Gordon B. Hinckley read Moroni 7:13, 
16-17 and then said:  “That’s the test, when all is said and done.  Does it persuade one to do good, to rise, 
to stand tall, to do the right thing, to be kind, to be generous?  Then it is of the Spirit of God…. 
 “If it invites to do good, it is of God.  If it inviteth to do evil, it is of the devil….And if you are doing the 
right thing and if you are living the right way, you will know in your heart what the Spirit is saying to you. 
 “You recognize the promptings of the Spirit by the fruits of the Spirit—that which enlighteneth, that 
which buildeth up, that which is positive and affirmative and uplifting and leads us to better thoughts and 
better words and better deeds is of the Spirit of God.” 
Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, 260-61 
 
 
 The Spirit’s voice is ever present, but it is calm….The adversary tries to smother this voice with a 
multitude of loud, persistent, persuasive, and appealing voices: 

• Murmuring voices that conjure up perceived injustices. 
• Whining voices that abhor challenge and work. 
• Seductive voices offering sensual enticements. 
• Soothing voices that lull us into carnal security. 
• Intellectual voices that profess sophistication and superiority. 
• Proud voices that rely on the arm of flesh. 
• Flattering voices that puff us up with pride. 
• Cynical voices that destroy hope. 
• Entertaining voices that promote pleasure seeking. 
• Commercial voices that tempt us to “spend money for that which is of no worth,’ and/or “labor for 

that which cannot satisfy” (2 Nephi 9:51). 
James E. Faust, The Voice of the Spirit, p. 1-2 
 
 
How do we increase our likelihood of receiving and recognizing revelation? 

1. Exercise faith 
2. Seek 
3. Believe 
4. Do (take action) 
5. Receive 

Gerald N. Lund, Hearing the Voice of the Lord, pp. 261-296 
 
 
Reasons answers don’t come: 

1. Perhaps timing is not right. 
2. Some things don’t matter to the Lord 
3. Our hearts may not be right 
4. May be asking for something that is not right. 
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5. The Lord may be saying He trusts us and our best judgment. 
6. We may already have an answer and don’t recognize it. 
7. To answer our prayer the Lord would have to limit someone else’s agency. 
8. He answered but we haven’t accepted it. 
9. We may be in the midst of a Divine tutorial 
10. We may give up too soon. 
11. “This kind cometh not out but by fasting.” 
12. A thorn in the flesh. 

Ibid, pp. 297-316 
 
 
Sources of Inner Noise—“Be still and know” 

1. Personal unworthiness 
2. Pride 
3. Contention 
4. Busyness 
5. Irreverence 
6. The cares of the world 
7. Having our wants too high 

Ibid, pp. 317-326 
 
 
How to reduce inner noise: 

1. Reduce noise 
2. Draw closer 

a. Humility and meekness 
b. Prayer and fasting 
c. Feast on the word 
d. Sacramental covenants 
e. Deepen reverence 
f. Temple worship 

3. Concentrate and focus 
a. Fasting 
b. Simplify our lives 
c. Ponder 
d. Learn to hear 

Ibid, pp. 327-350 
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 As the challenges around us increase we must commit to do more to qualify for the companionship of 
the Holy Ghost.  Casual prayer won’t be enough.  Reading a few verses of scripture won’t be enough.  
Doing the minimum of what the Lord asks of us won’t be enough.  Hoping that we will have the Atonement 
work in our lives and that we will perhaps sometimes feel the influence of the Holy Ghost won’t be enough. 
Henry B. Eyring 
 
 
 Study the following table.  Think of times when you have experienced any of the feelings, thoughts, or 
impressions described in the passages below. As you study and gain experience, add other passages to 
this list. Think of how you can use these principles to help others feel and recognize the Spirit. 

D&C 6:23; 11:12–14;  
Romans 15:13; Galatians 5:22–23 

Gives feelings of love, joy, peace, patience, meekness, 
gentleness, faith, and hope. 

D&C 8:2–3 | Gives ideas in the mind, feelings in the heart. 
D&C 128:1 | Occupies the mind and presses on the feelings. 

Joseph Smith—History 1:11–12  Helps scriptures have strong effect. 
D&C 9:8–9  Gives good feelings to teach if something is true. 

Alma 32:28; D&C 6:14–15; 1 Corinthians 2:9–11  Enlightens the mind. 
Alma 19:6 Replaces darkness with light. 

Mosiah 5:2–5 Strengthens the desire to avoid evil and obey the 
commandments. 

John 14:26 Teaches truth and brings it to remembrance. 
John 14:27 Gives feelings of peace and comfort. 
John 16:13 Guides to truth and shows things to come. 

Moroni 10:5 Reveals truth. 
D&C 45:57 Guides and protects from deception. 

2 Nephi 31:18; D&C 20:27; 
John 16:14 

Glorifies and bears record of God the Father and Jesus Christ. 

D&C 42:16; 84:85; 100:5–8; Luke 12:11–12 Guides the words of humble teachers. 
John 16:8 Recognizes and corrects sin. 

Moroni 10:8–17; D&C 46:8–26; 1 Corinthians 12 Gives gifts of the Spirit. 
Alma 10:17; 12:3; 18:16, 20, 32, 35; D&C 63:41 Helps to perceive or discern the thoughts of others. 

D&C 46:30; 50:29–30 Tells what to pray for. 
2 Nephi 32:1–5; D&C 28:15 Tells what to do. 
1 Nephi 10:22; Alma 18:35 Helps the righteous speak with power and authority. 

D&C 21:9; 100:8; John 15:26 Testifies of the truth. 
2 Nephi 31:17; Alma 13:12; 3 Nephi 27:20 Sanctifies and brings remission of sins. 
1 Nephi 2:16–17; 2 Nephi 33:1; Alma 24:8 Carries truth to the heart of the listener. 

1 Nephi 1:1–3; Exodus 31:3–5 Enhances skills and abilities. 
1 Nephi 7:15; 2 Nephi 28:1; 32:7;  

Alma 14:11; Mormon 3:16; Ether 12:2 
Constrains (impels forward) or restrains  
(holds back). 

D&C 50:13–22 Edifies both teacher and students. 
D&C 88:3; John 14:26 Gives comfort. 

Preach My Gospel, pp. 96-97 
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 When asked by Martin Van Buren, then the president of the United States, how Mormonism differed 
from other religions of the day, the Prophet Joseph Smith is reported to have said, “We [differ] in mode of 
baptism, and the gift of the holy Ghost by the laying on of hands.”  All other considerations, the Prophet 
said, are “contained in the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (History of the Church, 4:42.)  The Prophet’s statement 
suggests that the distinctive characteristic of the Lord’s people—and this would be so in all generations of 
time—has been the companionship of the Holy Ghost and the attendant manifestation of the gifts of the 
Spirit.  Where that gift and its fruits are found, there the truths and authority of salvation are found; where 
that gift and its attendant fruits are not found, there the church and kingdom of God are yet to be 
established. 
 If a people have the gift of the Holy Ghost, of necessity they also have the higher or holy priesthood, 
the authority to administer the gospel, the key to unlock the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,, and 
power to commune with and enjoy the presence of God and angels (see D&C 84:19; 107:18-19).  Indeed, 
“no man can receive the Holy Ghost,” Joseph Smith taught, “without receiving revelations” (Teachings of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 328).  A people who have the Holy Ghost will of necessity have the spirit of 
prophecy and revelation also.  They will profess not only the right but the responsibility to add to the canon 
of scripture, and they will maintain that it is not only the privilege but the responsibility of all to whom this 
sacred gift has been given to receive personal revelation. 
 The Holy Ghost is as the breath of life to the Church.  It is the source of all truth and spiritual 
knowledge.  In the kingdom of God there are no doctrines that do not bear the label of divine revelation and 
thus the handprint of the Holy Ghost.  Independent of the Holy Ghost, we are without the right to teach the 
gospel and without the capacity to learn it.  As to the spirit that is to sustain those who teach the gospel, 
revelation declares that they are to “speak as they are moved upon by the Holy Ghost.  And whatsoever 
they shall speak when moved upon by the Holy Ghost shall be scripture, shall be the will of the Lord, shall 
be the mind of the Lord, shall be the word of the Lord, shall be the voice of the Lord, and the power of God 
unto salvation” (D&C 68:3-4.) 
 There are no words equal to the task of describing the gratitude that ought be ours toward that God 
who gave us life.  That same Lord has provided the means whereby we might be redeemed from the 
effects of Adam’s fall and has also granted us the right to enjoy the companionship of the Holy Ghost.  
“There is no doubt,” observed Brigham Young, “if a person lives according to the revelations given to God’s 
people, he may have the Spirit of the Lord to signify to him His will, and to guide and to direct him in the 
discharge of his duties, in his temporal as well as his spiritual exercises.  I am satisfied, however, that in 
this respect, we live far beneath our privileges.” (Journal of Discourses, 12:104.) 
 “For what doth it profit a man if a gift is bestowed upon him, and he receive not the gift?  Behold, he 
rejoices not in that which is given unto him, neither rejoices in him who is the giver of the gift.” (D&C 88:33.)  
For Latter-day Saints to be unmindful of the command that we seek and in reality “receive the Holy Ghost” 
is to fail to reverence God, from whom that supernal gift is given, and to deny ourselves access to those 
enlightening and sanctifying powers of the Spirit which feed the soul.  It is to hunger and thirst when the 
bread of life and living waters are within reach; to stand naked before the world when we could have been 
clothed with the dignity, power, and authority from on high; to be tainted and soiled when we could enjoy 
the consummate peace of personal purity.  We have written in the hope of stimulating faith, of creating 
interest, and of extending encouragement, that in the realm of spiritual things the confidence of the Latter-
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day Saints might wax strong in the presence of God.  Such has been the effect upon our own souls in the 
preparation of this work, for which we properly assume responsibility. 
 The Holy Ghost invites us to step beyond the boundary drawn to guard the sanctity of Sinai, to purify 
ourselves, and to ascend the holy mountain that we might stand in the divine presence.  Indeed, eye hath 
not seen nor ear heard of the marvels God has prepared for those of the house of faith, “neither is man 
capable to make them known, for they are only to be seen and understood by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
which God bestows on those who love him, and purify themselves before him; to whom he grants this 
privilege of seeing and knowing for themselves; that through the power and manifestation of the Spirit, 
while in the flesh, they may be able to bear his presence in the world of glory” (D&C 76:116-18). 
Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert Millet, The Holy Ghost, pp. xi-xiii (Preface) 
 
 


