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2 Nephi 31:2 
Doctrine of Christ 
 The “doctrine of Christ” as taught by Nephi…focuses on faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, repentance, baptism by 
immersion, receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost, and enduring to the end….”The doctrine of Christ” is simple and 
direct.  It focuses on the first principles of the gospel exclusively….It is in the clarity and simplicity of “the doctrine of 
Christ” that its impact is found. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant, 49-50 
 
2 Nephi 31:3 
Lord speaking to man 
 When conversing with men, God and his angels speak according to the language and understanding of those 
they have chosen to address. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary, 1:359 
 
 A Person may profit by noticing the first intimation of the spirit of revelation; for instance, when you feel pure 
intelligence flowing into you, it may give you sudden strokes of ideas, so that by noticing it, you may find it fulfilled the 
same day or soon; (i.e.) those things that were presented unto your minds by the Spirit of God, will come to pass; 
and thus by learning the Spirit of God and understanding it, you may grow into the principle of revelation, until you 
become perfect in Christ Jesus. 
TPJS, p. 151 
 
2 Nephi 31:5 
Christ’s baptism 
 “This is something of which uninspired men have no comprehension,” stated Elder Bruce R. McConkie.  “Truly, 
he was the Lord Omnipotent before the world was; truly, he was like unto the Father in the pre-mortal life; truly, he 
was the Son of God here on earth—and yet, with it all, as with all the spirit children of the same Father, he too was 
subject to all of the terms and conditions of the Father’s plan.  He also was born on earth to undergo a mortal 
probation, to die, to rise again in immortal glory, to be judged according to his works, and to receive his place of 
infinite glory in the eternal kingdom of his Everlasting Father. How well Paul said: ‘Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author p[that is, the cause] of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.’ (Heb. 5:8-9).” 
Bruce R. McConkie, “The Mystery of Godliness” 
 
2 Nephi 31:5-6 
Fulfill righteousness 
 To be righteous…is far more than being sinless, pure or merely good.  Righteousness is not simply the absence 
of evil or impropriety; it is the active seeking of the mind and will of the Father and compliance with that will once it 
has been attained. 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 360-361 
 
2 Nephi 31:5-10 
Reasons Christ fulfilled all righteousness through his baptism: 

1.  Humbled himself (vs. 7) 
2. Entered covenant relationship with Father, promising obedience to keeping commandments (vs. 7) 
3. Opened himself the gate to celestial kingdom (vs. 9) 
4. Set the example (vs. 10). 

Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 71 
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 Our Lord’s baptism “showeth unto the children of men the straightness of the path, and the narrowness of the 
gate, by which they should enter, he having set the example before them.” (2 Ne. 31:9.)  If even the King of the 
kingdom could not return to his high state of preexistent exaltation without complying with his own eternal law for 
admission to that kingdom, how can any man expect a celestial inheritance without an authorized and approved 
baptism? 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 71 
 
2 Nephi 31:8 
Holy Ghost—“form of a dove” 
 Joseph Smith taught that the Holy Ghost descended in the “sign” of the dove.  “The sign of the dove,” he 
explained, “was instituted before the creation of the world, a witness for the Holy Ghost, and the devil cannot come in 
the sign of a dove.  The Holy Ghost is a personage, and is in the form of a personage.  It does not confine itself to the 
form of the dove, but in sign of a dove.  The Holy Ghost cannot be transformed into a dove; but the sign of a dove 
was given to John to signify the truth of the deed, as the dove is an emblem or token of truth and innocence.” 
Teachings, pp. 275-76 
 
2 Nephi 31:10 
 Christ was not baptized for a remission of sins—he neither had nor would commit any.  Christ was baptized 
because baptism is required for entrance into the kingdom of God.  “Baptism is a sign to God, to angels and to 
heaven that we do the will of God,” declared Joseph Smith, and there is no other way beneath the heavens whereby 
God hath ordained for man to come to Him to be saved, and enter into the Kingdom of God, except faith in Jesus 
Christ, repentance, and baptism for the remission of sins, and any other course is in vain; then you have the promise 
of the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
Joseph F. McConkie, Studies in Scripture, Vol. 1 p. 166 
 
2 Nephi 31:11, 13, 14, 17 
Repent of your sins 
D&C 1:31-33 
 31 For I the Lord cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance; 
 32 Nevertheless, he that repents and does the commandments of the Lord shall be forgiven; 
 33 And he that repents not, from him shall be taken even the light which he has received; for my Spirit shall not always strive with man, 
saith the Lord of Hosts. 
 
D&C 93:39 
 39 And that wicked one cometh and taketh away light and truth, through disobedience, from the children of men, and 
because of the tradition of their fathers. 
 
D&C 58:42 
 42 Behold, he who has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven, and I, the Lord, remember them no more. 
 
 Repentance means to change your mind, your heart, your actions… 
 It appears then, that there are two dimensions of repentance in the doctrine of Christ: 

1. There must be an initial change of heart and spirit away from transgressions and toward God, with full 
purpose of heart, and a willingness to covenant with God to keep his commandments.  Such a turning is to 
precede water baptism. 
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2. There must be, after baptism, a continuation of that changing, until we have overcome all sin, and abide the 
whole law.  Joseph Smith said: “The nearer man approaches perfection, the clearer are his views, and the 
greater his enjoyments, till he has overcome the evils of his life and lost every desire for sin. 

This is a station to which no man ever arrived in a moment” (TPJS 51). 
Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, The Book of Mormon: Second Nephi, the Doctrinal Structure, “The Doctrine of Christ” by 
Larry E. Dahl, Vol 3. P. 360 
 
2 Nephi 31:11-15 
Conversation with the Father and the Son 
 2 Nephi 31 is a most distinctive scriptural text.  In verse 11 Nephi records the words of the Father to him.  In 
verse 12 the voice of the Son comes to him.  The pattern repeats itself in reverse order in verses 14 and 15: in verse 
14 we have a record of that spoken by the voice of the Son, verse 15 the voice of the Father.  Apparently Nephi finds 
himself in conversation with both members of the Godhead.  If such is the case, this is a singular occasion, inasmuch 
as revelation since the Fall has normally come by and through Jehovah, who is Jesus Christ.  The prophet Enoch 
seems to have had an experience similar to Nephi’s (see Moses 7:50, 53, 59).  Those instances wherein Elohim has 
appeared or spoken have been for the purpose of introducing Jesus Christ as his Son.  In compliance with the 
principle of divine investiture of authority, there are also numerous instances wherein the Son has spoken for and in 
behalf of the Father. 
R. Millet and J. F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987], 1:364 
 
2 Nephi 31:12 
Gift of Holy Ghost 
 An intelligent being, in the image of God, possesses every organ, attribute, sense, sympathy, affection that is 
possessed by God himself. 
 But these are possessed by man, in his rudimental state, in a subordinate sense of the word.  Or, in other words, 
these attributes are in embryo and are to be gradually developed.  They resemble a bud, a germ, which gradually 
develops into bloom, and then, by progress, produces the mature fruit after its own kind. 
 The gift of the Holy Ghost adapts itself to all these organs or attributes.  It quickens all the intellectual faculties, 
increases, enlarges, expands, and purifies all the natural passions and affections, and adapts them, by the gift of 
wisdom, to their lawful use.  It inspires, develops, cultivates, and matures all the fine-toned sympathies, joys, tastes, 
kindred feelings, and affections of our nature.  It inspires virtue, kindness, goodness, tenderness, gentleness, and 
charity.  It develops beauty of person, form, and features.  It tends to health, vigor, animation, and social feeling.  It 
invigorates all the faculties of the physical and intellectual man.  It strengthens and gives tone to the nerves.  In short, 
it is, as it were, marrow to the bone, joy to the heart, light to the eyes, music to the ears, and life to the whole being. 
Parley P. Pratt, Key to the Science of Theology, p. 61 
 
 You might as well baptize a bag of sand as a man, if not done in view of the remission of sins and getting of the 
Holy Ghost.  Baptism by water is but half a baptism, and is good for nothing without the other half—that is, the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
 The Savior says, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
TPJS, 314 
 
Wherefore, follow me 
 Perfect worship is emulation.  We honor those whom we imitate.  The most perfect way of worship is to be holy 
as Jehovah is holy. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Promised Messiah, 568 
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2 Nephi 31:13 
Follow Christ’s Example of Baptism 
 It is good to see these youngsters here this morning….How were you baptized?  “Put your head down under the 
water and brought you back up.” …How was Christ baptized?  “He was baptized the same way.”  Who did it?  “John 
the Baptism.” …He put him right under the water, didn’t he? …What happened after he came up out of the water? 
…Was there any voice that said anything?  “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17).  He 
never said that before he was baptized, did he? …It was after he was “dunked” under the water and brought back up, 
then the voice of the Father came from heaven and said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  
That’s what he says about you because you were baptized under the water and brought up.  You may not have 
heard the voice, but God was saying about you, “This is my boy, in whom I am well pleased.” 
Matthew Cowley Speaks [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1954], 364-365 
 
“Acting no hypocrisy” 
 Speaking about the many times Jesus condemned hypocrisy, President J. Reuben Clark, Jr., said: “Taking the 
New Testament alone, you will gain little idea of the kind of life the Romans led in Palestine, the kind of life that the 
Christ condemned, and yet….it has seemed to me that the one sin that the Savior condemned as much as any other 
was the sin of hypocrisy—the living of the double life, the life we let our friends and sometimes our wives believe, and 
the life we actually life” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1960, p. 90). 
 The word hypocrite is translated from a Greek word meaning an actor on the stage.  A hypocrite is, therefore, a 
person who pretends to be something he is not, or one who assumes different roles that do not reflect his real 
thinking and feeling. 
Nephi wrote that we must follow Christ “with full purpose of heart” and “with real intent” (2 Nephi 31:13) to receive the 
blessings of the Holy Ghost.  “Full purpose of heart” suggests a total commitment of the inner man to Christ; “real 
intent” conveys the idea of sincere or pure motives.  Moroni later wrote of this principle when he indicated that a 
testimony of the book of Mormon is received through seeking “with a sincere heart, with real intent” (Moroni 10:4).  
He also wrote that true righteousness is based on the intent of the heart (see Moroni 7:6-9). 
BYU BOM Student Manual, p. 43 
 
Receive the Holy Ghost 
 Now I am going to say something that maybe I could not prove, but I believe is true, that we have a great many 
members of this Church who have never received a manifestation through the Holy Ghost.  Why?  Because they 
have not made their lives conform to the truth.  And the Holy Ghost will not dwell in unclean tabernacles or 
disobedient tabernacles.  The Holy Ghost will not dwell with that person who is unwilling to obey and keep the 
commandments of God or who violates those commandments willfully.  In such a soul the spirit of the Holy Ghost 
cannot enter.  That great gift comes to us only through humility and faith and obedience.  Therefore, a great many 
members of the Church do not have that guidance.  Then some cunning, crafty individual will come along teaching 
that which is not true, and without guidance which is promised to us through our faithfulness, people are unable to 
discern and are led astray.  It depends on our faithfulness and our obedience to the commandments of the Lord if we 
have the teachings, the enlightening instruction, that comes from the Holy Ghost. 
 When we are disobedient, when our minds are set upon the things of this world rather than on the things of the 
kingdom of God, we cannot have the manifestations of the Holy Ghost.  Did you ever stop to think what a great 
privilege it is for us to have the companionship of one of the members of the Godhead?  Have you thought of it that 
way?  That is our privilege, if we keep the commandments the Lord has given us. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, We Are Here to Be Tried, Tested, Proved, Brigham Young University Speeches of the Year [25 Oct. 1961], pp. 4-5 
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2 Nephi 31:13, 17 
Receive the Holy Ghost…Baptism of Fire 
 Sins are remitted not in the waters of baptism, as we say in speaking figuratively, but when we receive the Holy 
Ghost….The baptism of the Holy Ghost is the baptism of fire….After baptism in water, legal administrators lay their 
hands upon a repentant person and say: “Receive the Holy Ghost.”  This gives him the gift of the Holy Ghost, which 
is the right to the constant companionship of that member of the Godhead based on faithfulness.  Either then or later, 
depending upon the individual’s personal worthiness, the Holy Ghost comes.  The baptized person becomes a new 
creature.  He is baptized with fire, sin and evil are burned out of his soul, and he is born again. 
Bruce R. McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1985], 290-291 
 
 Fire is an agent of purification.  When a person is baptized by the fire the dross of sin is burned from his soul and 
he thus becomes a fit abiding place for the Holy Ghost.  Fire is also a metaphor used to describe the witness of the 
Spirit that is associated with the receipt of the Holy Ghost. (See Jeremiah 20:9.) 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol. 1 p. 365 
 
 Years ago I took a young man, 20 years of age, into the waters of baptism…. 
 As I brought that young man up out of the waters of baptism, he surprised me by throwing his arms around my 
neck and whispering in my ear, tears streaming down his face, “I’m clean; I’m clean.”  That same young man, after 
we laid our hands on his head with the authority of the Melchizedek Priesthood and conferred on him the Holy Ghost, 
said to me, “When you spoke those words, I felt something like fire go down from the top of my head through my 
body, all the way to my feet.” 
Henry B. Eyring, Ensign, May 2005 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2005], 77 
 
 Nephi wrote about two baptisms (see 2 Nephi 31:13).  One was the baptism of water, which may be 
administered under the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood, and the other was the baptism of fire, or the Holy Ghost, 
administered under the keys of the Melchizedek Priesthood.  Speaking of this baptism of fire, Elder Bruce R. 
McConkie explained: 
 “By the power of the Holy Ghost—who is the Sanctifier (3 Ne. 27:19-21)—dross, iniquity, carnality, sensuality, 
and every evil thing is burned out of the repentant soul as if by fire; the cleansed person becomes literally a new 
creature of the Holy Ghost. (Mosiah 27:24-26.)  He is born again. 
 “The baptism of fire is not something in addition to the receipt of the Holy Ghost; rather, it is the actual enjoyment 
of the gift which is offered by the laying on of hands at the time of baptism.  “Remission of sins,’ the Lord says, comes 
‘by baptism and by fire, yea, even the Holy Ghost.’ (D&C 19:31; 2 Ne. 31:17.)  Those who receive the baptism of fire 
are ‘filled as if with fire.’ (Hela. 5:45.)” (Mormon Doctrine, p. 73.) 
BYU BOM Student Manual p. 43 
 
2 Nephi 31:15-16 
Endure to the End 
 Enduring to the end consists in keeping the commandments after baptism (see Alma 7:16).  Salvation is the 
journey of a lifetime, not the event of some particular moment.  The glory thus obtained is known only to those who 
labored and toiled to ascend the mountain of faith, the infinite majesty of which will never be known to those who 
merely praise the mountain’s beauty while resting in its shaded glens. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 1, p.366 
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 Membership in the Church and conversion are not necessarily synonymous.  Being converted, as we are here 
using the term, and having a testimony are not necessarily the same thing either.  A Testimony comes when the Holy 
Ghost gives the earnest seeker a witness of the truth.  A moving testimony vitalizes faith; that is, it induces 
repentance and obedience to the commandments.  Conversion, on the other hand, is the fruit of, or the reward for, 
repentance and obedience….Conversion is affected by divine forgiveness, which remits sins.  The sequence is 
something like this.  An honest seeker hears the message.  He asks the Lord in prayer if it is true.  The Holy Spirit 
gives him a witness.  This is a testimony.  If one’s testimony is strong enough, he repents and obeys the 
commandments.  By such obedience he receives divine forgiveness which remits sin.  Thus he is converted to a 
newness of life.  His spirit is healed. 
Marion G. Romney, “Conversion” 1066; emphasis added 
 
 A person may get converted in a moment, miraculously.  That is what happened to Alma the younger.  He had 
been baptized in his youth, he had been promised the Holy Ghost, but he had never received it.  He was too worldly-
wise; he went off with the sons of Mosiah to destroy the Church….Alma was in this state, and then this occasion 
occurred when a new light came into his soul, when he was changed from his fallen and carnal state to a state of 
righteousness.  In his instance the conversion was miraculous, in the snap of a finger, almost….But that is not the 
way it happens with most people.  With most people, conversion is a process; and it goes step by step, degree by 
degree, level by level, from a lower state to a higher, from grace to grace, until the time that the individual is wholly 
turned to the cause of righteousness.  Now this means that an individual overcomes one sin today and another sin 
tomorrow.  He perfects his life in one field now, and in another field later on.  And the conversion process goes on, 
until it is completed, until we become literally, as the Book of Mormon says, saints of God instead of natural men. 
Bruce R. McConkie, “Be Ye Converted,” 12 
 
 Well, try a little test on yourself.  You know you have testimony, that is not open to question.  You already know 
the work is true.  Are you converted?  Have you been born again?  Read the fifth chapter of Alma for the recitation of 
the tests that tell a person whether he has been born again and how he knows.  You know if you have been born 
again, or you know the degree to which you have been born again; it is the measure to which you keep the 
commandments and feed the Lord’s sheep and strengthen your brethren.  In other words, it is the measure of your 
involvement in the things of the Spirit, in the things of the Church (emphasis added). 
Ibid 
 
2 Nephi 31:17-18 
Gate 
 Sometimes someone will say: “Well, I have been baptized into the Church; I am a member of the Church; I’ll just 
go along and live an ordinary sort of life; I won’t commit any great crimes; I’ll live a reasonably good Christian life; and 
eventually I will gain the kingdom of God.” 
 I don’t understand it that way.  I think that baptism is a gate.  It is a gate which puts us on a path; and the name 
of the path is the straight and narrow path.  The straight and narrow path leads upward from the gate of baptism to 
the celestial kingdom of heaven.  After a person has entered the gate of baptism, he has to press forward with a 
steadfastness in Christ, as Nephi expresses it, having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of God and of all men; 
and if he endures to the end, then he gains the promised reward. 
Bruce R. McConkie, in Conference Report, Oct. 1950, p. 16 
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2 Nephi 31:17 
Remission of sin by fire 
 This baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost here spoken of by Nephi…cleanses, heals, and purifies the soul.  It is 
the sealing and sign of forgiveness. 
Marion G. Romney, Learning for the Eternities, 133 
 
2 Nephi 31:18 
Commandments 
 Keeping God’s commandments is a challenge to the faith and willpower of the most resolute soul. 
 Doing the Lord’s commandments…is an effort extending through the balance of life. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Miracle of Forgiveness, 202 
 
2 Nephi 31:18 
A role of the Holy Ghost 
 No man can know that Jesus is the Christ, but by the Holy Ghost. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings, p. 243 
 
2 Nephi 31:19 
Mighty to save 
 Jesus had not finished his work when his body was slain, neither did he finish it after his resurrection from the 
dead; although he had accomplished the purpose for which he then came to the earth, he had not fulfilled all his 
work.  And when will he?  Not until he has redeemed and saved every son and daughter of our father Adam that 
have been or ever will be born upon this earth to the end of time, except the sons of perdition.  That is his mission. 
Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, p. 442 
 
2 Nephi 31:20 
Press forward with “steadfastness in Christ” 
 Steadfast:  to be firm, in belief and adherence.  Syn: Loyal, true, faithful, staunch, resolute. 
Webster Dictionary 
 
 The idea or imagery of pressing forward suggests, therefore, earnestness and energy and not a passive stroll in 
the general direction of Home and Him.  The imagery also emphasizes a direction—forward—not side trips and 
detours.  Detours don’t have to be bad to have a bad effect—they always cost us time.  They may also mean that we 
were not there to help a fellow traveler who needed us as he stumbled.  Pressing forward suggests an enthusiastic, 
relentless progress along the path, “with a steadfastness in Christ” (2 Nephi 31:20) being part of the imagery. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Wherefore Ye Must Press Forward, p. 34 
 
 
 Brothers and sisters, Christ paid such an enormous, enabling price for us!  Will we not apply His Atonement in 
order to pay the much smaller price required for personal progress? (See Mosiah 4:2).  Being valiant in our testimony 
of Jesus, therefore, includes being valiant in our efforts to live more as He lived (see D&C 76:79).  We certainly 
cannot enter His kingdom without having significantly developed our charity and the other cardinal attributes (see 
Ether 12:34).  Yes, we need the essential ordinances, but we also need the essential attributes.  Yes, we need to 
keep our covenants, but we also need to develop our character.  Do we not sing, “More holiness give me,’ pleading 
that we can be “More Savior, like thee”? (Hymns, no. 131). 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. 1997 
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 We must know Christ better than we know him; we must remember him more often than we remember him; we 
must serve him more valiantly than we serve him.  Then we will drink water springing up unto eternal life and will eat 
the bread of life.  What manner of men and women ought we to be?  Even as he is. 
President Howard W. Hunter 
 
 “To become as He is, we must have Him constantly in our thoughts,” President Ezra Taft Benson taught.  “Every 
time we partake of the sacrament we covenant to always remember Him” (Moroni 4:3; 5:2; D&C 20:77, 79).  If 
thoughts make us what we are and we are to be like Christ, then we must think Christlike thoughts.” (Come Unto 
Christ, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1983). 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mortal Messiah, p. 41 
 
2 Nephi 31:20 
“Having perfect brightness of hope” 
 Ultimate hope is a different matter.  It is tied to Jesus and the blessings of the great Atonement, blessings 
resulting in the universal Resurrection and the precious opportunity provided thereby for us to practice emancipating 
repentance, making possible what the scriptures call “a perfect brightness of hope” (2 Ne. 31:20). 
 Moroni confirmed: “What is it that ye shall hope for?  Behold I say unto you that ye shall have hope through the 
atonement of Christ” (Moro. 7:40-41; see also Alma 27:28).  Real hope, therefore, is not associated with things 
mercurial, but rather with things immortal and eternal! … 
 Real hope keeps us “anxiously engaged” in good causes even when these appear to be losing causes on the 
mortal scoreboard (see D&C 58:27).  Likewise, real hope is much more than wishful musing.  It stiffens, not slackens, 
the spiritual spine.  Hope is serene, not giddy, eager without being naïve, and pleasantly steady without being smug.  
Hope is realistic anticipation which takes the form of a determination—not only to survive adversity but, moreover, to 
“endure…well” to the end (D&C 121:8)…. 
 The truly hopeful, for instance, work amid surrounding decay at having strong and happy families.  Their 
response is the steady, Joshua response: “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). 
 We may not be able to fix the whole world, but we can strive to fix what may be amiss in our own families.  
Tolkien reminds us: “It is not our part to master all the tides of the world, but to do what is in us for the succor of those 
years wherein we are set, uprooting the evil in the fields that we know, so that those who live after may have clean 
earth to till.  What weather they shall have is not ours to rule” (The Return of the King [1965], 190)…. 
 Whatever our particular furrow, we can, in Paul’s words, “plow in hope,” not looking back, and refusing to let 
yesterday hold tomorrow hostage (1 Cor. 9:10). 
 Genuine, ultimate hope helps us to be more loving even while the love of many waxes cold (see Matt. 24:12).  
We are to be more holy, even as the world ripens in iniquity; more courteous and patient in a coarsening and curt 
world, and to be of strong hearts even when the hearts of others fail them (see Moro. 10:22)…. 
 As in Charles Wesley’s words in the hymn “Come Let Us Anew,” our lives and times do glide swiftly away, and 
our glide paths vary widely, as we all know.  But all those who prevail “by the patience of hope and the labor of love” 
will hear the glorious words, “’Well and faithfully done; Enter into my joy and sit down on my throne’” (Hymns, no. 
217). 
 May this glorious moment one day be ours to claim, through the gospel of hope—in the name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, amen. 
Taken from Neal A. Maxwell, “Hope through the Atonement of Jesus Christ,” Ensign, Nov. 1998, p. 61-63 
 
2 Nephi 31:20 
“And a love of God and all men” 
 Love without service like faith without works is dead. 
Unknown 
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He drew a circle that shut me out— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But Love and I had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle that took him in. 
Edwin Markham, “Outwitted” 
 
 It is a responsibility divinely laid upon us to bear one another’s burdens, to strengthen one another, to encourage 
one another, to lift one another, to look for the good in one another, and to emphasize that good. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, From BYU address, Oct. 29, 1974 
 
 When I was a missionary in England sixty years ago, we held street meetings at a corner around from Trafalgar 
Square, and right across the street was a beautiful statue of an English girl.  One that statue were engraved the 
words, ‘Brussels Dawn, 1918” and the words, “Patriotism is not enough, I must have love for all men.”  Edith Cavell 
was shot by the German conquerors in Brussels as an English spy, although she was there working as a nurse doing 
Christian good.  But, ever since sixty years ago when I held street meetings on that corner and looked across at that 
statue and read those words, the word “Brussels” has had added meaning in my life.  “Patriotism is not enough, I 
must have love for all men.”  
Gordon B. Hinckley, Belgium Brussels Missionary Meeting, June 12, 1996 
 
 When I was a little boy, we children traded paper hearts at school on Valentine’s Day.  At night we dropped them 
at the doors of our friends, stamping on the porch and then running in the dark to hide. 
 Almost without exception those valentines had printed on their face, “I love you.”  I have since come to know that 
love is more than a paper heart.  Love is of the very essence of life.  It is the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.  
Yet it is more than the end of the rainbow.  Love is at the beginning also, and from it springs the beauty that arches 
across the sky on a stormy day.  Love is the security for which children weep, the yearning of youth, the adhesive 
that binds marriage, and the lubricant that prevents devastating friction in the home; it is the peace of old age, the 
sunlight of hope shining through death.  How rich are those who enjoy it in their associations with family, friends, 
church, and neighbors. 
 I am one who believes that love, like faith, is a gift of God. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, “And the Greatest of These Is Love,” Ensign, March 1984, p. 3 
 
 Since they shared a hotel room, Elder Maxwell who was exhausted from their hectic schedule, asked President 
Hunter if it would be all right if he took a quick nap before their next appointment.  After thirty minutes or so, Elder 
Maxwell awoke to the image of President Hunter sitting on the edge of his bed polishing Elder Maxwell’s shoes.  
Elder Maxwell perceived that President Hunter was embarrassed that he had been caught in the act, for he would 
rather not have had Elder Maxwell even notice what he had done.  Such a simple act speaks volumes of what he 
was really like.  An Apostle shining the shoes of his beloved junior companion is a modern-day example of the 
Master washing the dusty feet of his disciples to demonstrate that “he that is greatest among you shall be your 
servant” (Matthew 23:11). 
Brent Top, Lord, I Will Follow Thee, p. 103-104 
 
 After a speech in which she had preached about the love of God and His forgiveness, Corrie was approached by 
and recognized a man who had been one of the concentration camp jailers who had treated them in such a 
humiliating way.  “His hand was thrust out to shake mine.  And I, who had preached so often…the need to forgive, 
kept my hand at my side.  Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them.  Jesus 
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Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask more?  ‘Lord Jesus,’ I prayed, ‘forgive me and help me to forgive 
him.’ 
 “I tried to smile, I struggled to raise my hand.  I could not.  I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or 
charity.  And so again I breathed a silent prayer.  ‘Jesus, I cannot forgive him.  Give me your forgiveness.’ 
 “As I took his hand, the most incredible thing happened.  From my shoulder along my arm and through my hand 
a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost 
overwhelmed me. 
 “And so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our goodness that the world’s healing 
hinges, but on His.  When He tells us to love our enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself.” 
Corrie Ten Boon, The Hiding Place, 239 
 
 Winter came early that year and froze much of the sugar beet crop in the ground.  My dad and brother Francis 
were desperately trying to get out of the frosty ground one load of beets each day which they would plow out of the 
ground, cut off the tops, and toss the beets, one at a time, into the huge red beet wagon and then haul the load off to 
the sugar factory.  It was slow and tedious work due to the frost and the lack of farm help, since my brother Floyd and 
I were in the army and Francis, or Franz, as everybody called him, was too young for the military service. 
 While they were thusly engaged in harvesting the family’s only cash crop and were having their evening meal 
one day, a phone call came through from our eldest brother, George Albert,…bearing the tragic news that Kenneth, 
nine-year-old son of our brother Charles,…had been stricken with the dread “flu,” and after only a few hours of violent 
sickness, had died on his father’s lap; and would dad please come to Ogden and bring the boy home and lay him 
away in the family plot in the Lehi Cemetery. 
 My father cranked up his old flap-curtained Chevrolet and headed for Five Points in Ogden to bring his little 
grandson home for burial.  When he arrived at the home he found “Charl” sprawled across the cold form of his dear 
one, the ugly brown discharge of the black plague oozing from his ears and hose and virtually burning up with fever. 
 “Take my boy home,” muttered the stricken young father, “and lay him away in the family lot and come back for 
me tomorrow.” 
 Father brought Kenneth home, made a coffin in his carpenter shop, and mother and our sisters, Jennie, Emma, 
and Hazel, placed a cushion and a lining in it, and then dad went with Franz and two kind neighbors to dig the 
grave…. 
 The folks had scarcely returned from the cemetery when the telephone rang again and George Albert…was on 
the line with another terrifying message: Charl had died and two of his beautiful little girls—Vesta, 7, and Elaine, 5—
were critically ill, and two babies—Raeldon, 4, and Pauline, 3—had been stricken. 
 Our good cousins, the Larkin undertaking people, were able to get a casket for Charl and they sent him home 
and in a railroad baggage car.  Father and young Franz brought the body from the railroad station…. 
 Next day my sturdy, unconquerable old dad was called on still another of his grim missions—this time to bring 
home Vesta, the smiling one with the raven hair and big blue eyes. 
 When he arrived at the home he found Juliett, the grief-crazed mother, kneeling at the crib of darling little Elaine, 
the blue-eyed baby angel with the golden curls.  Juliett was sobbing wearily and praying: “Oh, Father in heaven, not 
this one, please!  Let me keep my baby!  Do not take any more of my darlings from me!” 
 Before father arrived home with Vesta the dread word had come again.  Elaine had gone to join her daddy, 
brother Kenneth, and sister Vesta.  And so it was that father made another heartbreaking journey to bring home and 
lay away a fourth member of his family, all within the week. 
 The telephone did not ring the evening of the day they laid away Elaine nor were there any more sad tidings of 
death the next morning…. 
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 After breakfast dad said to Franz, “Well, son, we had better get down to the field and see if we can get another 
load of beets out of the ground before they get frozen in any tighter.  Hitch up and let’s be on our way.” 
 Francis drove the four-horse outfit down the driveway and dad climbed aboard.  As they drove along the 
Saratoga Road, they passed wagon after wagon-load of beets being hauled to the factory and driven by 
neighborhood farmers.  As they passed by, each driver would wave a greeting: “Hi ya, Uncle George,” “Sure Sorry, 
George,” “Tough break, George,” “You’ve got a lot of friends, George.” 
 On the last wagon was the town comedian, freckled-faced Jasper Rolfe.  He waved a cheery greeting and called 
out: “that’s all of ‘em, Uncle George.” 
 My dad turned to Francis and said, “I wish it was all of ours.” 
 When they arrived at the farm gate, Francis jumped down off the big red beet wagon and opened the gate as we 
drove onto the field.  He pulled up, stopped the team, paused a moment and scanned the field, from left to right and 
back and forth—and lo and behold, there wasn’t a sugar beet on the whole field.  Then it dawned upon him what 
Jasper Rolfe meant when he called out: “That’s all of ‘em, Uncle George!” 
 Then dad got down off the wagon, picked up a handful of the rich, brown soil he loved so much, and then in his 
thumbless left hand a beet top, and he looked for a moment at these symbols of his labor, as if he couldn’t believe his 
eyes. 
 Then father sat down on a pile of beet tops—this man who brought four of his loved ones home for burial in the 
course of only six days; made caskets, dug graves, and even helped with the burial clothing—this amazing man who 
never faltered, nor flinched, nor wavered throughout this agonizing ordeal—sat down on a pile of beet tops and 
sobbed like a little child. 
 Then he arose, wiped his eyes with his big, red bandanna handkerchief, looked up at the sky, and said: “Thanks, 
Father, for the elders of our ward.” 
Quoted by Elder Vaughn J. Featherstone in Conference Report, April 1973, pp. 46-48 
 
Feasting upon the Word of God 
 We need to feast upon the words of Christ in the scriptures and as these words come to us from living prophets.  
Just nibbling occasionally will not do. (See 2 Nephi 31:20 and 32:3).  Feasting means partaking with relish and 
delight and savoring—not gorging episodically in heedless hunger, but partaking gratefully, dining with delight, at a 
sumptuous spread carefully and lovingly prepared by prophet-chefs over the centuries. 
Neal A. Maxwell 
 
 Meeting God in scripture has been like a divine intravenous feeding for me—a celestial I.V. that my son once 
described as an “angelical” cord. 
Patricia T. Holland, Best of Women’s Conference, 198 
 
 I urge you to recommit yourselves to a study of the scriptures.  Immerse yourselves in them daily so you will 
have the power of the Spirit to attend you in your callings.  Read them in your families and teach your children to love 
and treasure them.  Then prayerfully, and in counsel with others, seek every way possible to encourage the members 
of the Church to follow your example.  If you do so, you will find, as Alma did, that “the word [has] a great tendency to 
lead people to do that which [is] just—yea, it [has] more powerful effect upon the minds of the people than the sword, 
or anything else, which [has] happened unto them.” (Alma 31:5.0 
Ezra Taft Benson, “The Power of the Word,” May Ensign, 1986 
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 The spiritual strength sufficient for our youth to stand firm just a few years ago will soon not be enough.  Many of 
them are remarkable in their spiritual maturity and in their faith.  But even the best of them are sorely tested.  And the 
testing will become more severe…. 
 The pure gospel of Jesus Christ must go down into the hearts of students by the power of the Holy Ghost.  It will 
not be enough for them to have had a spiritual witness of the truth and to want good things later.  It will not be 
enough for them to hope for some future cleansing and strengthening.  Our aim must be for them to become truly 
converted to the restored gospel of Jesus Christ while they are with us. 
 Then they will have gained a strength from what they are, not only from what they know.  They will become 
disciples of Christ.  They will be His spiritual children who always remember Him with gratitude and in faith.  They will 
then have the Holy Ghost as a constant companion.  Their hearts will be turned outward, concerned for the temporal 
and spiritual welfare of others.  They will walk humbly.  They will feel cleansed and they will look on evil with 
abhorrence. 
Henry B. Eyring, CES Symposium, BYU, 2001 
 
 On a visit he made to a mission president and his family in Russia, Elder Maxwell sat down with the five young 
daughters in the family one morning to converse.  The first thing he asked them was what scripture they had been 
pondering that day.  The question took the girls by surprise.  But think about it.  Elder Maxwell just assumed that the 
scriptures were as precious as gold and sweeter than honey to them as they were to him.  If we did as he suggested 
and always had a scripture in mind, scripture study would be happening as we walked between classes, drove to 
appointments, or cleaned our houses.  It would begin early in our lives and be ongoing and constant.  We would be 
continually feasting, averting personal famine and spiritual hunger.  The words of God would be “written…not in 
tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of [our] heart[s]” (2 Corinthians 3:3). 
Susan W. Tanner, BYU Devotional, Sept. 11, 2005 
 
 The words in the scripture “Ye must…endure to the end”…It sounded grim, like sitting still and holding on to the 
arms of the chair while someone pulled out my tooth. 
 It can surely seem that way to a family depending on crops when there is no rain.  They may wonder, “How long 
can we hold on?”  It can seem that way to a youth faced with resisting the rising flood of filth and temptation.  It can 
seem that way to a young man struggling to get the training he needs for a job to support a wife and family.  It can 
seem that way to a person who can’t find a job or who has lost job after job as businesses close their doors.  It can 
seem that way to a person faced with the erosion of health and physical strength which may come early or late in life 
for them or for those they love. 
 But the test a loving God has set before us is not to see if we can endure difficulty.  It is to see if we can endure it 
well.  We pass the test by showing that we remembered Him and the commandments He gave us.  And to endure 
well is to keep those commandments whatever the opposition, whatever the temptation, and whatever the tumult 
around us…. 
 The combination of trials and their duration are as varied as are the children of our Heavenly Father.  No two are 
alike.  But what is being tested is the same, at all times in our lives and for every person: will we do whatsoever the 
Lord our God will command us? ... 
 The first, the middle, and the last thing to do is to pray…. 
 Another simple thing to do, which allows God to give us strength, is to feast on the word of God: read and 
ponder the standard works of the Church and the words of living prophets…. 
 Go to your meetings, even when it seems hard.  If you are determined, He will help you find the strength to do 
it…. 
 There is another simple thing to do.  The Lord’s Church has been restored, and so any call to serve in it is a call 
to serve Him…. 
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 In his service the Holy Ghost comes as a companion to those who try to do the best they can…. 
 So, whenever the invitation to serve comes, take it.  It brings with it help to pass tests far beyond those of that 
call. 
 Now not all have formal calls.  But every disciple serves the Master by bearing testimony and being kind to 
people around them…. 
 The Father will grant you greater peace and strength in this life and with it a happy anticipation of hearing the 
words, when the test of life is over, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). 
Henry B. Eyring, Ensign, May 2004 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 17-19 
 
 There is nothing in all the world so satisfying as a task of performance well done.  There is no reward so 
pleasing as that which comes with the mastery of a difficult problem or challenge.  My plea is that we constantly take 
the position that every one of us can do better than we are now doing….As a nation and as a people, we will not rise 
to a position of excellence before the world until we have begun to restore and rebuild a foundation of moral, ethical, 
and spiritual strength.  Happily, such a lofty and crucial pursuit does not require genius.  But it does require 
endurance and commitment. 
 A verse in Ecclesiastes reminds us that “the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong” (Ecclesiastes 
9:11).  Life’s winners are generally those who endure to the end.  What tremendous strength there is in commitment! 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Standing For Something [New York: Random House, Inc., 2000], 176-177 
 
 Mortality therefore is not a convenient, suburban, drive-around beltway with a view.  Instead it passes slowly 
through life’s inner city.  Daily it involves real perspiration, real perplexity, real choosing, real suffering—and real 
refining! … 
 The refining and enduring process is of necessity painful and protracted.  Moreover, the process requires our 
voluntary participation and our continued cooperation if it is to achieve any lasting results.  Even Christ cannot 
perform our personal refining and enduring for us.  He bore that huge, atoning portion—our sins—which we could not 
bear.  Now He offers us His grace to help us endure our smaller portion, the painful refining process in which He 
separates the sin, which He hates, from His children, whom He loves. 
 “In process of time” the patina of pride is burnished off.  Hearts that were so set on the things of the world, if 
sufficiently meek, will either go through “a mighty change” or be broken, so “a new heart” can be given (see D&C 
121:35; Alma 5:14; Ezekiel 18:31; 36:26).  The righteous and covenant-keeping individuals who endure it well will 
inherit “all that my Father hath” (D&C 84:38). 
Neal A. Maxwell, If Thou Endure It Well, p. 8-9 
 
 After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for the remission of his sins and receives 
the Holy Ghost, 9by the laying on of hands), which is the first Comforter, then let him continue to humble himself 
before God, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every word of God, and the Lord will soon say 
unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted.  When the Lord has thoroughly proved him, and finds that the man is 
determined to serve him at all hazards, then the man will find his calling and election made sure, then it will be his 
privilege to receive the other Comforter, which the Lord hath promised the Saints, as is recorded in the testimony of 
St. John, in the 14th chapter, from the 12th to the 27th verses. 
TPJS 150; emphasis added 
 
2 Nephi 31:21 
 The “doctrine of Christ” is the plan and system whereby the children of God “fulfill all righteousness” through 
taking upon themselves the name of Christ in baptism, receiving and obeying the principles and ordinances of the 
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gospel, and then enduring to the end in faith.  Paul stated it as “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5), 
while apostate Christianity would have it as “Many Lords, many faiths, and many (or no) baptisms.” 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol. 1 p. 368 
 
2 Nephi 31:21 
“One God” 
 In the exalted family of the Gods, the Father and the Son are one.  They have the same character, perfections, 
and attributes.  They think the same thoughts, speak the same words, perform the same acts, have the same 
desires, and do the same works.  They possess the same power, have the same mind, know the same truths, live in 
the same light and glory.  To know one is to know the other; to see one is to see the other; to hear the voice of one is 
to hear the voice of the other.  Their unity is perfect.  The Son is in the express image of his Father’s person; each 
has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Promised Messiah, 9 
 
 In other ways, the Son literally is the Father. 
 [First] The Savior becomes our Father, in the sense in which…he offers us life, eternal life, through the 
atonement…. 
 [Second] We become the children, sons and daughters of Jesus Christ, through our covenants of obedience to 
him [see Mosiah 5:7]…. 
 [Third] Christ is also our Father because his Father has given him of his fullness; that is, he has received a 
fullness of the glory of the Father [see D&C 93:1-5, 16-17]…. 
 [Therefore] the Father has honored Christ by placing his name upon him, so that he can minister in and through 
that name as though he were the Father…. 
 [Fourth] Our Lord is also called the Father in the sense that he is the Father or Creator of the heavens and the 
earth and all things. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:29-30 
 

An Overview of the Doctrine of Christ 
The doctrine of Christ as explained by Nephi in 2 Nephi includes the following elements: 
 

1.  Approaching the task “with full purpose of heart, acting no hypocrisy and no deception before God, but with 
real intent” (31:13). 

2. Seeking understanding, to be “brought into the light,” through prayer and effort (32:4, 8, 9). 
3. “Repenting of your sins” (31:13). 
4. Being “willing to take upon you the name of Christ, by baptism—yea, by following your Lord and your Savior 

down into the water” (31:13). 
5. Receiving “the baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost” (31:13). 
6. Pressing “forward with a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of God and 

of all men [and] feasting upon the word of Christ” (31:20; 32:3). 
7. Enduring “to the end” (31:20). 
8. Receiving the promise of eternal life (31:20). 

Larry E. Dahl, “The Doctrine of Christ,” The Book of Mormon: Second Nephi, The Doctrinal Structure, Vol 3, p. 356 
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