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2 Nephi 30:2 
 Jews and Gentiles are on a level of equality before God, for Gentiles who repent, thereby join the covenant 
people and share its privileges prerogatives….”There is no difference between the Jew and the Greek”—Gentile—
“for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.” (Rom.10:12.) 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:418 
 
 This is a potent reminder that niether riches nor lineage nor any other privileges of birth should cause us to 
believe that we are “better one than another” (Alma 5:54; see also Jacob 3:9).  Indeed, the Book of Mromon 
commands, “Ye shall not esteem one flesh above another, or one man shall not think himself above another” (Mosiah 
23:7). 
Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, May 2006 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2006], 79 
 
2 Nephi 30:3 
 Combined with the Spirit of the Lord, the Book of Mormon is the greatest single tool which God has given us to 
convert the world.  If we are to have the harvest of souls that President Kimball envisions, then we must use the 
instrument which God has designed for that task—the Book of Mormon. 
Ezra Taft Benson, “A New Witness for Christ,” Ensign, November 1984, p. 7 
 
2 Nephi 30:3-5 
Many shall believe 
 In the year 1827 Joseph Smith was living in Palmyra, New York, and it was at the Hill Cumorah, not far from his 
home,…[w]hen the people of the neighborhood learned that he was contracting with a local printer to publish the 
book, they did everything possible to discourage it.  They declared the work was a fraud and determined to prevent 
its publication, nad in order that the venture might be a financial failure, they tried to make the distribution impossible 
by agreeing that they would not read the book. 
 Years later, when I went back to that section of country I found the only copy of the Book of Mormon thereabouts 
was the printer’s copy that was owned by one, Pliny T. Sexton, who was Chancellor of the University of New York 
and a banker at Palmyra.  It had never been cut and was kept in a glass case.  The people in that section had never 
read the Book of Mormon, and thus had apparently kept their word insofar as their threat was concerned about not 
reading it. 
 Notwithstanding the threats that were made Joseph placed the manuscript containing this prophecy in the hands 
of the printer for publication (II Nephi, 30th Chapter and 3rd, 4th and 5th verses)…. 
 It is interesting to note that notwithstanding the animosity of the people, and the threat not to purchase the book, 
it did not deter the youthful Prophet from publishing the prediction that had been made by Nephi, “There shall be 
many which shall believe the words which are written.”  Let us see if that promise of the Lord has been fulfilled…. 
 The estimate now [1936] is that considerably more than a million copies have since been distributed among the 
nations of the earth.  The demand for it increases as the days go by, and it fills my heart with joy to know that every 
man who will read it prayerfully, every man who will desire to know whether it be of God or not, has the promise of 
our Heavenly Father that they shall know of a surety that it is of God. 
George Albert Smith, Sharing the gospel With Others, selected and compiled by Preston Nibley [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1948], 100-103 
 
2 Nephi 30:4 
Descendants of the Jews 
 It is true that Lehi and his family were descendants of Joseph through the lineage of Manasseh (Alma 10:3), and 
Ishmael was a descendant of Ephraim, according to the statement of the Prophet Joseph Smith.  That the Nephites 
were descendants of Joseph is in fulfillment of the blessings given to Joseph by his father Israel.  The Nephites were 
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of the Jews, not so much by descent as by citizenship, although in the long descent from jacob, it could be possible 
of some mixing of the tribes by inter-marriage. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City:Deseret Book, 1957], 1:142-143 
 
 To Nephi…Jews are those descended from the inhabitants of the kingdom of Judah at the time Lehi left 
Jerusalem, regardless of whether individuals might have had ancestors not of the tribe of Judah (see 2 Nephi 33:8).  
In terms of this very generalized definition, even one who happened to be descended from one of the ten tribes but 
who lived around Jerusalem in 600 B.C. would be called a Jew (see 2 Nephi 25:6, 14-15 and 33:8).  So in this 
framework, the Lehite colony—whether Nephite or “Mulekite”—is a subcategory of the Jews. 
Robert L. Millet, Rediscovering the Book of Mormon, edited by John L. Sorenson and Melvin J. Thorne [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1991], 
187-188 
 
 Jew and Judah are national names as well as tribal names.  From about 1800 B.C. to about 750 B.C. the terms 
Jews and Judah applied specifically to one one of the thirteen tribes (counting Joseph as two tribes, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, as in Numbers 2).  After that time, the terms increasingly began to be used to name any citizen of the 
kingdom of Judah, which consisted primarily of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, but included many people from 
other tribes, especially Levi. 
 Ther term Jew first appears in the Old Testament in 2 Kings 16:6, at the time just before the northern kingdom of 
Israel fell to Assyria.  Thereafter, the Jews, or the southern kingdom of Judah, became the only known surviving 
remnant of Israel.  Nephi referred to the Jews as “them from whence I came” (2 nephi 33:8). 
 Mulek, and possibly all of the Mulekites, were Jews of the tribe of Judah.  They were “exceedingly numerous” 
(Omni 1:17) when discovered by the people of King Mosiah.  In addition to being descendants of the Jews in the 
national sense, there is also a blood relationship to the tribe of Judah among the modern Lamenites. 
Book of Mormon Student Manual, Religion 121 and 122 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1989], 41 
 
2 Nephi 30:6 
Pure, Delightsome 
 Except the 1840 edition of the Book of Mormon, in all editions prior to 1981 this verse read “a white and 
delightsome people.”  The 1981 change was made in conformity with the 1840 edition (the only one personally 
revised by Joseph Smith) where the word “pure” rather than “white” is found.  Commenting on this point, Robert J. 
Matthews wrote: “The decision to use ‘pure’ in this passage was made not on the basis of the original manuscripts 
(as were most other cases) but on the 1840 revision by the Prophet Joseph Smith and the judgment of the [current] 
living prophets.  This correction does not negate the concept that future generations of lamanites will become white, 
but it removes the concept that one has to be white to be delightsome to the Lord.” 
Rodney Turner, Second Nephi, The Doctrinal Structure, edited by Nyman and Tate [Provo, UT: Brigham Young University Religious Studies 
Center, 1989], 156 
 
 I have been to Mexico a number of times extending over a period of many years.  Once our people there 
seemed so poor, their education so meager.  They appeared to be seriously handicapped in many ways. 
 Now, recently, when the Mexico City Temple was dedicated, they came by the thousands.  They were clean, 
their faces bright and smiling, their clothes neat and attractive.  They bore every makr of education and refinement.  
There was something of greatness apparent in them.  Most of them have the blood of Lehi in their veins.  The 
shackles of darkness have fallen from their eyes, as promised by the prophets of the Book of Mormon.  They have 
become “a pure and delightsome people” (2 Nephi 30;6).  What a wonderfully uplifting experience it was to be with 
them and to witness the miraculous power of God in their lives. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Conference Report, Oct. 1985 [Salt lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1985], 71-72 
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 I had a dream one night about our temple in Salt Lake City….Suddenly there was a door opened in the west, 
and an Indian chief came into the temple, leading a vast host of his tribe, and took possession of the temple, and I 
thought they performed more work in one hour than we could do in a day.  This made a strong impression on m y 
mind….I believe the day will come when these Lamanites, with the dark skin that rests upon them, will enter into 
these temples of the Lord in these mountains and do a great deal of work….They will have wisdom given unto them.  
They will have light and truth given unto them, and the spirit of their forefathers will be manifest unto them. 
The Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, edited by G. Homer Durham [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1946], 296-297 
 
 We were recently with the Navajo Nation at Window Rock in Arizona….It was difficult to hold back the tears as 
we mingled with these sons and daughters of Father Lehi.  In my imagination I have seen him weeping for his 
progeny who for so long have walked in poverty and pain.  But the shackles of darkness are falling.  Some of them 
now are men and women of achievement.  They have partaken of the fruits of education.  They have come to know 
and love the gospel.  They have become pure and delightsome.  But there is so much more to do among them.  
Alcohol and drugs literally destroy many of them.  We must do more to help.  As I look to the future, I envision the 
Spirit of the Lord being poured out upon these people.  Education will unlock the door of opportunity, and the gospel 
will bring new light and understanding into their lives. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, Nov. 1997 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1997], 67 
 
2 Nephi 30:7 
The Jews…shall begin to believe in Christ 
 Nephi writes of a time when “the Jews which are scattered also shall begin to believe in Christ.”  As with his 
prophecy describing the conversion of the Lamanites, again he emphasizes a process rather than an event.  History 
knows no people who have more tightly bound themselves with false traditions than the Jews.  It appears from the 
latter-day revelation that the great conversion among the Jews will not take place until after Christ has set his foot 
upon the Mount of Olives and it has been split in two… 
 The work of gathering that will commence in the Millennium will be of such a magnitude that the extent of the 
gathering previously will hardly constitute a beginning by comparison. 
R. Millet and J.F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987], 1:356-357 
 
2 Nephi 30:9-10 
 Before you joined this Church you stood on neutral ground.  When the gospel was preached good and evil were 
set before you.  You could choose either or neither.  There were two opposite masters inviting you to serve them.  
When you joined this Church you enlisted to serve God.  When you did that you left the neutral ground, and you 
never can get back…to it.  Should you forsake the master you enlisted to serve it will be by the instigation of the evil 
one, and you will follow his dictation and be his servant. 
Joseph Smith, quoted in Juvenile Instructor, 27:492 
 
 Each day the forces of evil and the forces of good enlist new recruits.  Each day we personally make many 
decisions showing the cause we support.  The final outcome is certain—the forces of righteousness will win.  But 
what remains to be seen is where each of us personally, now and in the future, will stand in this battle—and how tall 
we will stand.  Will we be true to our last days and fulfill our foreordained missions? 
Ezra Taft Benson, “In His Steps,” Ensign, September 1988, p. 2 
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2 Nephi 30:11 
Girdle, loins, reins 
 A “girdle” is a belt or sash that wraps around the waist.  The “loins” and “reins” stand for a man’s moral charcter.  
Christ will be completely wrapped in righteousness and faithfulness. 
Thomas R. Valletta, ed., Book of Mormon for Latter-day Saint Families, 145 
 
2 Nephi 30:16-18 
Knowledge 
 For the future, there is to be new revelation that will dwarf into comparative insignificance all the knowledge now 
revealed from heaven.  When the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon comes forth it will “reveal all things from the 
foundation of the world unto the end thereof.” 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 649 
 
2 Nephi 30:18 
Satan—no power 
 “Satan will be bound by the power of God; but he will be bound also by the determination of the people of God 
not to listen to him” (George Q. Cannon, Conference Report, October 1897, 65).  An angel has the key and specific 
assignment to seal up Satan for 1,000 years (see Revelation 20:1-3; D&C 88:110). 
 We need not become paralyzed with fear of Satan’s power.  He can have no power over us unless we permit it.  
He is really a coward, and if we stand firm, he will retreat.  The Apostle James counseled: “Submit yourselves…to 
God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). 
James E. Faust, Ensign, September 1995, 6 
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