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Introduction to 2 Nephi 29 
 Joseph Fielding Smith insists that the Lord has always followed [the law of witnesses] in granting new revelation 
to the people.  All down through the ages this law has been a fixed and definite one.  If we had perfect records of all 
ages, we would find that whenever the Lord has established a dispensation, there has been more than one witness 
to testify for him  
1:203; emphasis in origina 
 
 In every dispensation, from Adam to the present, two or more witnesses have always joined their testimonies, 
thus leaving their hearers without excuse in the day of judgment should the testimony be rejected. 
Bruce R. McConkie, 436 
 
 Joseph F. McConkie and Robert L. Millet:  “We are not left without proof of spiritual things.  The justice of eternal 
law demands that the gospel be properly taught if men are going to be damned for refusing to accept and live it.  
Evidence of the truthfulness of the gospel must be such that there could be no justification for unbelief upon the day 
of judgment. 
 
 Does God love us less than those led by the ancient prophets?  Do we need his guidance and instruction less?  
Reason suggests that this cannot be.  Does he not care?  Has he lost his voice?  Has he gone on a permanent 
vacation?  Does he sleep?  The unreasonableness of each of these proposals is self-evident. 
James E. Faust, Conference Report, Apr. 1980. P.16 
 
2 Nephi 29:1 
Great and Marvelous Work 
 Nephi prophesied that when the “great and marvelous work” of restoration, foretold by Isaiah, was about to begin 
with the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, many would reject it and give the argument that they already had a 
Bible and had no need for another.  The statement is its own refutation.  The philosopher argues that there can be no 
absolutes, not realizing that such a pronouncement constitutes an absolute.  The false religionist argues that the 
Bible contains all revelation, not realizing that since the Bible makes no such a claim for itself, the only way they 
could know this would be by revelation.  Thus men and women find themselves in the awkward position of claiming a 
revelation to say that there is no revelation.  Such is the confusion of which the kingdom of darkness is made. 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 347 
 
 Strange as it may seem to present day enemies of the truth, their very opposition to the receipt of more of the 
word of the Lord by way of the Book of Mormon is one of the signs of the times. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 719 
 
2 Nephi 29:3-11 
“A Bible—A Bible” 
 At the end of the book of Revelation, the last book of the Bible, the author, John, issues a warning and a curse 
upon any man who adds to or takes away from the book….(Revelation 22:18-19). 
 These verses of scripture have been cited repeatedly by those attempting to discredit the Book of 
Mormon….They assert that the Book of Mormon is an attempt to add to the words of the Bible…. 
 A careful reading of the words makes it clear that the warning against adding to or taking away does not refer to 
the whole Bible or even to the New Testament, but to use John’s words, only to the words of “the book of this 
prophecy.”  That is, the prophecy contained in the book of Revelation.  This is substantiated by the fact that some of 
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the books of the New Testament had not yet been written when John wrote the book of Revelation, and even those 
that had been written and were in existence at that time had not yet been gathered into one compilation. 
 The collection of writings consisting of the sixty-six books we know as the Bible were brought together and 
compiled into one volume long after John wrote the prophetic book that has been placed at the end of the collection.  
It is clear, therefore, that the terrible judgments pronounced upon those who add to the book could not possibly apply 
to the whole of the Bible…but only to the book of Revelation…. 
 It is also interesting to note that John himself added to scripture after writing the book of Revelation, which is 
generally conceded to have been written while he was on the Isle of Patmos.  It was long after John left Patmos that 
he wrote his first epistle…. 
 A study of the revelations of the Lord in holy writ confirms the fact that it is continuous revelation that guides 
prophets and the Church in any age. 
Howard W. Hunter, Conference Report, Apr. 1981 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1981], 86-87 
 
2 Nephi 29:7 
Speak unto All Nations 
 As Latter-day Saints we have accepted the Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the 
Pearl of Great Price….But we also acknowledge our obligation to accept truth from whatever source it comes.  All the 
sacred writings will some day be gathered together. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:413 
 
2 Nephi 29:8 
Testimony of Two 
 The Bible sits on the pulpit of hundreds of different religious sects.  The Book of Mormon, the record of Joseph, 
verifies and clarifies the Bible.  It removes stumbling blocks, it restores many plain and precious things.  We testify 
that when used together, the Bible and the Book of Mormon confound false doctrines, lay down contentions, and 
establish peace. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Teachings, 63 
 
2 Nephi 29:11-14 
Other Nations Shall Write 
 The splendid Book of Mormon advises that a third scriptural witness is yet to come from the lost tribes (see 2 
Nephi 29:12-14)….We do not know when and how this will occur, but we are safe in assuming that the third book will 
have the same fundamental focus as the Book of Mormon—“that…their seed [too]…may be brought to a knowledge 
of me, their Redeemer” (3 Nephi 16:4).  If there is a title page in that third set of sacred records, it is not likely to differ 
in purpose from the title page in the Book of Mormon, except for its focus on still other peoples who likewise received 
a personal visit from the resurrected Jesus (see 3 Nephi 15:20-24; 16:1-4). 
Neal A. Maxwell, First Nephi, The Doctrinal Foundation, BYU Religious Studies Center, 15 
 
 The day will come, brothers and sisters, when we will have other books of scripture which will emerge to 
accompany the Holy Bible and the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price.  
Presently you and I carry our scriptures around in a “quad”; the day will come when you’ll need a little red wagon. 
Neal A. Maxwell, The Book of Mormon: Mosiah, Salvation Only Through Christ, edited by Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr. [Provo, UT: 
Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 1991], 1 
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 Lost books are among the treasures yet to come forth.  Over twenty of these are mentioned in the existing 
scriptures.  Perhaps most startling and voluminous will be the records of the lost tribes of Israel (see 2 Nephi 29:13).  
We would not even know of the impending third witness for Christ except through the precious Book of Mormon, the 
second witness for Christ!  This third set of sacred records will thus complete a triad of truth.  Then, just as the 
Perfect Shepherd has said, “My word also shall be gathered in one” (v. 14).  There will be “one fold and one 
shepherd” (1 Nephi 22:25) in a welding together of all the Christian dispensations of human history (see D&C 
128:18). 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. 1986 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1986], 52 
 
 [T]he Lord will eventually cause the inspired teachings He has given to His children in various nations to be 
brought forth for the benefit of all people.  This will include accounts of the visit of the resurrected Lord to what we call 
the lost tribes of Israel and His revelations to all the seed of Abraham.  The finding of the Dead Sea Scrolls shows 
one way this can occur. 
Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, May 2006 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2006], 80 
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