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Intro to 2 Nephi 28 
 President Ezra Taft Benson taught:  “The Book of Mormon brings men to Christ through two basic means.  First, 
it tells in a plain manner of Christ and His gospel.  It testifies of His divinity and of the necessity for a Redeemer and 
the need of our putting trust in Him.  It bears witness of the Fall and the Atonement and the first principles of the 
gospel, including our need of a broken heart and a contrite spirit and a spiritual rebirth.  It proclaims we must endure 
to the end in righteousness and live the moral life of a Saint. 
 “Second, the Book of Mormon exposes the enemies of Christ.  It confounds false doctrines and lays down 
contention (see 2 Nephi 3:12).  It fortifies the humble followers of Christ against the evil designs, strategies, and 
doctrines of the devil in our day.  The types of apostates in the Book of Mormon are similar to the types we have 
today.  God, with His infinite foreknowledge, so molded the Book of Mormon that we might see the error and know 
how to combat false educational, political, religious, and philosophical concepts of our time.” 
The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [1988], 56; italics added 
 
2 Nephi 28:3 
“I am the Lord’s” 
 The Church, we may say, is his, only if he [Jesus Christ] is the founder of it.  No painter, no matter how much of 
an artist he is, can make a genuine Rembrandt. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:403 
 
2 Nephi 28:3-6, 22 
No God Today and No Devil 
 Several years ago in a seminary recognized as perhaps the greatest in this country, a doctor of divinity, who had 
a string of honorary doctoral degrees and who is on the board of directors of one of the largest Protestant churches in 
America, in lecturing to a large group of students, most of whom already had bachelor of divinity degrees, said 
sympathetically: “I know that it is difficult for you men to teach creeds which you, yourselves do not believe, but you 
have the social obligation to do it.”  Another man in the same institution, having about the same academic 
credentials, declared: “Who knows but what in the year 2004 or some other year, there will live a man who will love 
more perfectly than did Jesus.  Then we will worship him as the Son of God, rather than Jesus.  The reason we 
worship Jesus as the Son of God is because he lived the most perfect life of any man of whom we have knowledge. 
A. Theodore Tuttle, Conference Report, Oct, 1960, p. 54 
 
 There is a personal devil, and we had better believe it.  He and a countless host of followers, seen and unseen, 
are exercising a controlling influence upon men and their affairs in our world today. 
 An ancient American prophet, envisioning our day and observing what is going on, prophesied that if Satan is 
not checked, he will bring this generation to destruction.  Addressing himself to our present situation, Nephi said: (2 
Nephi 28:19-22). 
Marion G. Romney, Ensign, Apr. 1971 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1971], 36 
 
 There are those who profess belief in a devil, yet live as though Satan were not real.  By failing to keep the 
Sabbath day holy or by violating the laws of chastity and other God-given laws, many of our Father’s children show 
their disbelief of the power their actions give to Satan to influence and destroy their souls.  Others say that the idea of 
a devil is nothing but a fictional creation of designing men who would use fear to keep people under their control.  
That intellectual denial of Satan is like stepping into a boxing ring and convincing oneself there is no opponent even 
while one is continually pummeled by the enemy. 
Clyde J. Williams, Doctrines of the Book of Mormon, 1991 Sperry Symposium, edited by Bruce A. Van Orden and Brent L. Top [Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book, 1992], 248 
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2 Nephi 28:7-8 
Eat Drink and Be Merry 
 The idea that one is better off after one has sinned and repented is a devilish lie of the adversary.  Does anyone 
here think that it is better to learn first-hand that a certain blow will break a bone, or a certain mixture of chemicals will 
explode and sear off our skin?  Are we better off after we have sustained and then been healed from such injuries?  I 
believe we all can see that it is better to heed the warnings of wise persons who know the effects on our bodies… [as 
well as our spirits]. 
Dallin H. Oaks, BYU Fireside, 5 August 1990 
 
 Many of God’s children live life as though there were no tomorrow, no day of reckoning.  They fill their lives with 
the pursuit of comfort, gain, and pleasure.  Of such, Nephi said [Elder Dunn then quoted 2 Nephi 28:7-8]… 
 As the result of such erroneous thinking, the world is filled with lurid and lascivious attractions.  We see young 
men who refuse to marry; young women who foolishly surrender their virtue in pursuit of lustful relationships; couples 
who purposefully refuse to have children or who opt for a “trophy child” because a family would interfere with plans 
for adventure, leisure, or maximum financial gain. 
James M. Dunn, Conference Report, Apr. 2003 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2003], 37 
 
 In order to sin without feeling guilt, one must lower his moral standard to correspond with his behavior.  This is 
an exactly opposite teaching from the true gospel principle that to remove guilt one must lift his behavior to his moral 
standard through appropriate repentance.  Seeking to reverse the process, some modern clinicians, with their false 
teachings, seek to strip mankind of the gift of conscience.  The disarming of this divine alarm system enables the 
enemy to enter and move freely about. 
Dennis L. Largey, The Enemies of Christ, 2 Nephi 28 
 
2 Nephi 28:8 
“A Little Sin” 
 Have you ever watched a big farm gate…when it opens?  If you look at the hinge, you can scarcely see any 
movement.  But if you look out at the perimeter, there is a great deal of movement.  That is the way it is with influence 
out here….That is the way people become alcoholics….Every man who became an alcoholic, every man who 
became a drunkard started with a first drink….Drink—that little bit of imperceptible movement that had its effect later. 
 It is the same with drugs. 
Discourses of President Gordon B. Hinckley, vol. 1 1995-99 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 391-392 
 
Lie a little 
 A lie is any communication given to another with the intent to deceive. 
 A lie can be effectively communicated without words ever being spoken.  Sometimes a nod of the head or 
silence can deceive.  Recommending a questionable business investment, making a false entry in a ledger, devious 
use of flattery, or failure to divulge all pertinent facts are a few other ways to communicate the lie. 
Marvin J. Ashton, Conference Report, Apr. 1982 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1982], 10-11 
 
 Several years ago in a seminary recognized as perhaps the greatest in this country, a doctor of divinity, who had 
a string of honorary doctoral degrees and who is on the board of directors of one of the largest Protestant churches in 
America, in lecturing to a large group of students, most of whom already had bachelor of divinity degrees, said, 
sympathetically: 
 “I know that it is difficult for you men to teach creeds which you, yourselves, do not believe, but you have the 
social obligation to do it.” 
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 Another man in the same institution, having about the same academic credentials, declared: “Who knows but 
what in the year 2004 or some other year, there will live a man who will live more perfectly than did Jesus.  Then we 
will worship him as the Son of God, rather than Jesus.  The reason we worship Jesus as the Son of God is because 
he lived the most perfect life of any man of whom we have knowledge.” 
A. Theodore Tuttle, Conference Report, Oct, 1960, [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1960], 95 
 
2 Nephi 28:9 
 Certainly, some blame can be attached to the voices from lecture platforms, editorial rooms, or broadcasting 
stands, and even from the pulpit. 
 Such voices may have to answer for their perpetuating falsehood and their failure to give true leadership in 
combating evil….From among the discordant voices we are shocked at those of many priests who encourage the 
defilement of men and wink at the eroding trends and who deny the omniscience of God.  Certainly these men should 
be holding firm, yet some yield to popular clamor. 
 I give some quotes from the press: 
 “Many churchmen are reluctant to give a definite yes or no to marijuana.”… 
 Other religious leaders are saying: “…precise rules of Christian conduct should not necessarily apply to 
problems of sexuality.”… 
 Only this month the press quoted the retired head of a populous church proposing “revival of old-style betrothals 
which would permit young unmarried couples to sleep together with the church’s blessing,” and “it would not be 
regarded in the moral sense as fornication.” 
Spencer W. Kimball, General Conference, Apr. 1971 
 
2 Nephi 28:14 
 There are at least three dangers that threaten the Church within….As I see these, they are flattery of prominent 
men in the world, false educational ideas, and sexual impurity. 
Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, 312 
 
 Yes, within the Church today there are tares among the wheat and wolves within the flock.  As President Clark 
stated, “The ravening wolves are among us, from our own membership, and they, more than any others, are clothed 
in sheep’s clothing because they wear the habiliments of the priesthood….We should be careful of them” (Era, May 
1949, p. 268.  See also Conference Report, April 1949, p. 163). 
 The wolves amongst our flock are more numerous and devious today than when President Clark made this 
statement.  
 President McKay has said that “the Church is little, if at all, injured by persecution and calumnies from ignorant, 
misinformed or malicious enemies.  A greater hindrance to its progress comes from faultfinders, shirkers, 
commandment-breakers, and apostate cliques within its own ecclesiastical and quorum groups” (Era, December 
1967, p. 35; see also Conference Report, October 1967, p. 9)…. 
 As the Book of Mormon, speaking of our day, states: … (2 Nephi 28:14)…. 
 Yet there are some in our midst who are not so much concerned about taking the gospel into the world as they 
are about bringing worldliness into the gospel. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Conference Report, Apr. 1969 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1969], 11 
 
2 Nephi 28:17, 19, 32 
Repent 
 God never forgets us, even those who turn away from or deny Him.  If they repent and come unto Him, He will 
be merciful to them, “for [His] arm is lengthened out all the day long” (2 Nephi 28:32). 
Neal A. Maxwell, Wonderful Flood of Light, 60 
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2 Nephi 28:18 
Great and Abominable Church 
 The titles church of the devil and great and abominable church are used to identify all churches or 
organizations…which are designed to take men on a course that leads away from God. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 137 
 
2 Nephi 28:19 
Kingdom of the Devil…Stirred Up 
 During this time when nations are in distress, with perplexity, there will actually be some redemptive turbulence: 
“For the kingdom of the devil must shake, and they which belong to it must needs be stirred up unto repentance” (2 
Nephi 28:19).  Being so “stirred up” will be a real thin, though we can only speculate as to how it will be achieved. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. 1998 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1998], 62 
 
2 Nephi 28:19-20 
“Devil stirs them up to anger” 
 It should come as no surprise that one of the adversary’s tactics in the latter days is stirring up hatred among the 
children of men.  He loves to see us criticize each other, make fun or take advantage of our neighbor’s known flaws, 
and generally pick on each other.  The Book of Mormon is clear from where all anger, malice, greed, and hate come 
[2 Nephi 28:20].  By the looks of what we constantly see depicted in the news media, it appears that Satan is doing a 
pretty good job.  In the name of reporting the news, we are besieged with sometimes graphic depictions—too often in 
living color—of greed, extortion, violent sexual crimes, and insults between business, athletic, or political opponents. 
Marvin J. Ashton, Ensign, May 1992 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1992], 19 
 
 In [2 Nephi 28:19]…notice the connection between Satan’s chains and those who are “stirred up to anger.”  
What a contrast between those who please Satan through anger and those who submit to the Lord by becoming 
“child[like],…meek, humble, patient, [and] full of love” (Mosiah 3:19). 
 Nephi continued this line of reasoning by speaking to the audience that also includes the youth of our time: “At 
that day shall he rage in the hearts of the children of men, and stir them up to anger against that which is good” (2 
Nephi 28:20).  In the previous verse, he spoke of those of the latter-days who wear the chains of anger, but in this 
verse he includes “the children of men” who “anger against that which is good.”  Isn’t it possible that some of that 
anger is reflected in the fashion of some of our youth in their body piercing tattoos, radical hairstyles, and general 
conduct? 
K. Douglas Bassett, Life Lessons from the Book of Mormon, Jack R. Christianson and K. Douglas Bassett [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003], 
97-98 
 
 One day…I became angry with one of my teenage sons who had lost the oil cap to my car.  Instead of telling me 
of the mistake when it happened he had stuffed a rag into the hole, hoping he could find the cap and replace it before 
I discovered the error.  However, the car emptied itself of oil as I was driving on the freeway a few days later, thus 
putting an end to the engine. 
 When he confessed to the deed, I was incensed, and after an angry barrage of words, I inquired, “Son why didn’t 
you tell me you had lost the oil cap in the first place?” 
 To which he replied, “Because I thought you would act the way you’re acting right now.”  I pondered his words 
for a moment; then I asked for a “time out” to regroup my emotions for a more suitable presentation. 
 While his motive for hiding the truth did not excuse his behavior or allow him to avoid the consequences, there 
was a lesson in this experience for me as well.  Being a parent, as well as being the owner of the car, did not justify 
my angry tirade.  The Lord admonished the Prophet Joseph to state the truth “not in haste, neither in wrath nor with 
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strife” (D&C 60:14).  The Savior did not excuse the Nephites from contention even when they were on the side of 
truth.  He said, “He that hath the spirit of contention is not of me, but is of the devil” (3 Nephi 11:29).  So when I 
stated the truth to my son in the spirit of contention, my words were still “of the devil.”  Why?  Because the Holy 
Ghost could not be there to bear witness, to comfort, and to heal.  That being the case, perhaps it is easier to 
understand why Nephi stated that in the last days, “the children of men… [would] anger against that which is good” (2 
Nephi 28:20).  Children, and adults, have a tendency to respond to the method rather than the message when 
disciplined; such was the case on the occasion of the lost oil cap. 
K. Douglas Bassett, Life Lessons from the Book of Mormon, Jack R. Christianson and K. Douglas Bassett [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003], 
129-130 
 
 For years, George Rona was an attorney in Vienna; but during the Second World War, he fled to 
Sweden….Since he could speak and write several languages, he hoped to get a position as correspondent for some 
firm engaged in importing or exporting.  Most of the firms replied that they had no need of such services….One 
man…wrote George Rona a letter saying: “What you imagine about my business is not true.  You are both wrong and 
foolish.  I do not need any correspondent.  Even if I did need one, I wouldn’t hire you because you can’t even write 
good Swedish.  Your letter is full of mistakes.” 
 When George Rona read that letter, he was as mad as Donald Duck….Why, the letter that this Swede himself 
had written was full of mistakes!  So George Rona wrote a letter that was calculated to burn this man up.  Then he 
paused.  He said to himself, “Wait a minute, now.  How do I know this man isn’t right?  I have studied Swedish, but 
it’s not my native language, so maybe I do make mistakes I don’t know anything about.  If I do, then I certainly have 
to study harder if I ever hope to get a job.  This man has possibly done me a favor, even though he didn’t mean to.  
The mere fact that he expressed himself in disagreeable terms doesn’t alter my debt to him.  Therefore, I am going to 
write him and thank him for what he has done.” 
 So George Rona tore up the scorching letter he had already written, and wrote another that said: “It was kind of 
you to go to the trouble of writing to me, especially when you do not need a correspondent.  I am sorry I was 
mistaken about your firm….I did not know I had made grammatical errors in my letter….I will now apply myself more 
diligently to the study of the Swedish language and try to correct my mistakes.  I want to thank you for helping me get 
started on the road to self-improvement.” 
 Within a few days, George Rona got a letter from this man, asking Rona to come to see him.  Rona went—and 
got a job.  George Rona discovered for himself that ‘a soft answer turneth away wrath.” 
Dale Carnegie, How to Stop Worrying and Start Living [New York: Simon and Schuster, 1944], 103-104 
 
 If you wish your children to be taught in the principles of the gospel, if you wish them to love the truth and 
understand it, if you wish them to be obedient to and united with you, love them! and prove to them that you do love 
them by your every word or act to them….However wayward they might be…when you speak or talk to them, do it 
not in anger, do it not harshly, in a condemning spirit.  Speak to them kindly; get them down and weep with them if 
necessary….Use no lash and no violence…approach them with reason, with persuasion and love unfeigned….Our 
children are like we are; we couldn’t be driven; we can’t be driven now.  We are like some other animals that we 
know of in the world.  You can coax them…but you can’t drive them; they won’t be driven.  We won’t be driven.  Men 
are not in the habit of being driven; they are not made that way…. 
 You can’t force your boys, nor your girls into heaven.  You may force them to hell, by suing harsh means in the 
efforts to make them good, when you yourselves are not as good as you should be.  The man that will be angry at his 
boy, and try to correct him while he is in anger, is in the greatest fault; he is more to be pitied and more to be 
condemned than the child who has done wrong.  You can only correct your children by love, in kindness, by love 
unfeigned, by persuasion, and reason. 
Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1975], 316-317 
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2 Nephi 28:20-21 
“Pacify” 
 Today, in America, we are living in a fool’s paradise.  We have permitted ourselves to be pacified and lulled 
away into carnal security as the Book of Mormon prophets predicted. 
Ezra Taft Benson, A nation Asleep [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1963], 26 
 
 “And thus the devil cheateth their souls and leadeth them away carefully down to hell.”  And that is the way he 
does it, that’s exactly the way [Satan] does it.  He does not come and grab you bodily and take you into his territory, 
but he whispers, “Do this little evil,” and when he succeeds in that, another little evil and another, and, to use the 
expression quoted, “He cheateth their souls.”  That’s what he does.  He makes you believe that you are gaining 
something when you are losing.  So it is every time we fail to observe a law of God or keep a commandment, we are 
being cheated, because there is no gain in this world to come but by obedience to the law of our Heavenly Father.  
Then again, that peculiar suggestion, “And he leadeth them carefully away down to hell” is significant, that is his 
method.  Men and women in the world today are subject to that influence, and they are being drawn here and there, 
and that whispering is going on and they do not understand what the Lord desires them to do, but they continue in 
the territory of the evil one, subject to his power where the Spirit of the Lord will not go. 
Elder George Albert Smith, CR, April 1918, 18 
 
 We live in a day of slick, quiet and clever sins. 
Ezra Taft Benson, A Nation Asleep, p. 44 
 
 I like that word “carefully.”  In other words, don’t shake them, you might awake them. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Conference Report, Apr. 1918, pp. 39-41 
 
 An influence is in the world today trying to make people believe that by their own intelligence and by their own 
power they can gain eternal life….He does not come and grab you bodily and take you into his territory, but he 
whispers, “Do this little evil,” and when he succeeds in that, another little evil and another….He makes you believe 
that you are gaining something when you are losing….that is the condition of the world today.  Nephi could not have 
stated it plainer if he had been right here in the world now. 
Elder George Albert Smith, CR, April 1918, pp. 39-41 
 
 The safest road to Hell is the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without 
milestones, without signposts. 
C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Letters, p. 56, as quoted by James E. Faust, Ensign, Nov. 1987, p. 35 
 
 
 Every transgression, regardless of how minor, makes us more susceptible to Satan’s influence the next time he 
tempts us.  Satan takes us an inch at a time, deceiving us as to the consequences of so-called minor sins until he 
captures us in major transgressions.  Nephi describes this technique as one of pacifying, lulling, and flattering us 
away until Satan “grasps [us] with his awful chains, from whence there is no deliverance.” 
Richard C. Edgley, Ensign, Nov. 1994, p. 40 
 
 Satan…seeks to deceive us about right and wrong and to persuade us that there is no such thing as sin.  This 
detour typically starts off with what seems to be only a small departure; “Just try it once.  One beer or one cigarette or 
one porno movie won’t hurt.”  What all of these departures have in common is that each of them is addictive.  
Addiction is a condition in which we surrender part of our power of choice.  When we do that, we give the devil power 
over us…. 
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 If we choose the wrong road, we choose the wrong destination.  For example, a friend of many years told me 
that her husband, always a “good kid” in high school, took a few drinks that he thought would help him forget some 
problems.  Before he knew what was happening, he was addicted.  Now he is not able to support his family, and he 
is ineffective at almost everything he tries to do.  Alcohol governs his life, and he cannot seem to break free of its 
grip. 
Dallin H. Oaks, Conference Report, Oct. 2004 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 46-47 
 
 But if he can’t get us to succumb to blatant evil, the adversary tries to coax us onto his side of the line by 
resorting to strategies that slowly wear us down, weaken our resolve, and dim our memory of who we are….Lucifer 
whispers that it doesn’t matter what we do now, that there is plenty of time later to get our spiritual act together….He 
feeds our vanity with promises of popularity, power, and prosperity.  He tells us…that if we experience pain or 
underserved difficulties the gospel must not be working.  He always promotes shortcuts…. 
 He wants us to compare ourselves to others and then to criticize and judge one another.  He numbs us to a 
sliding scale of mortality….He wants us to believe that anything short of blatant immorality is just sport….He wants us 
so absorbed with school, dating, and careers that we don’t have time to really live the gospel—to learn how to 
receive answers to prayer, to immerse ourselves in the scriptures, and to go to the temple.  He rejoices in even small 
breaches in our integrity because he knows that unless checked they will ultimately lead us “away carefully down to 
hell” (2 Nephi 28:21; emphasis added). 
Sheri Dew, BYU Speeches: Living on the Lord’s Side of the Line, 21 Mar. 2000 [Provo, UT: Publications and Graphics, 2000], 3 
 
 Last Sunday the Deseret News carried a detailed feature story on underground drug parties that go by the name 
of Rave.  They run from 3:00 until 7:30 of a Sunday morning.  Here young men and women, in their late teens to 
early 20s, dance to the metallic beat of so-called music pouring forth from stacks of amplifiers.  “Some are wearing 
brightly colored beads; others are waving glow sticks.  Some have pacifiers in their mouths, while others are wearing 
painter’s masks” (Deseret News 17 Sept. 2000, B1). 
 Drugs go back and forth from sellers to users at $20 to $25 a pill. 
 I know of no better answer to these foul practices that confront our young people than the teachings of a mother, 
given in love with an unmistakable warning. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, General Relief Society Meeting, 28 Sept. [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2000]. 3 
 
 One evening I picked up the morning paper….My eyes stopped on the theater ads, so many of them an open 
appeal to witness that which is debauching, that which leads to violence and illicit sex. 
 I turned to my mail and found a small magazine which lists the television fare for the coming week and saw titles 
of shows aimed in the same direction.  A news magazine lay on my desk.  This particular issue was devoted to the 
rising crime rate.  Articles in the magazine spoke of additional billions for increased police forces and larger prisons. 
 The flood of pornographic filth, the inordinate emphasis on sex and violence are not peculiar to North 
America….The whole dismal picture indicates a weakening rot seeping into the very fiber of society…. 
 This is done in the name of freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of choice in so-called personal 
matters.  But the bitter fruit of these so-called freedoms has been enslavement to debauching habits and behavior 
that leads only to destruction.  A prophet, speaking long ago, aptly described the process when he said, “And thus 
the devil cheateth their souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell” (2 Nephi 28:21). 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, Sept. 2004 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 3 
 
 It is his plan to divert every soul, and to degrade him and enslave him to that end, the arch deceiver has studied 
every way possible to achieve his ends, using every tool, every device possible.  He takes over, distorts, and 
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changes and camouflages everything created for the good of man, to make it desirable to men so he may take over 
their minds and pervert their bodies and claim them his. 
 He never sleeps—he is diligent and persevering.  He analyzes carefully his problem and then moves forward 
diligently, methodically to reach that objective.  He uses all five senses and man’s natural hunger and thirst to lead 
him away.  He anticipates resistance and fortifies himself against it.  He uses time and space and leisure.  He is 
constant and persuasive and skillful.  He uses useful things as radio, television, the printed page, the airplane, and 
the car to distort and damage.  He uses the gregariousness of man, his loneliness, his every need to lead him 
astray….He overlooks nothing that will deceive and distort and prostitute.  He uses money, power, force.  He entices 
man and attacks at his weakest spot.  He takes the good and creates ugliness.  He takes beautiful art and gives it 
sensualness.  He takes divine music and changes it to excite passion and lewdness.  He uses sacred things to divert. 
Spencer w. Kimball, “How to Evaluate Performance,” Improvement Era, Oct. 1969 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 1969], 12 
 
2 Nephi 28:21 
All is well in Zion 
 We have discussed elsewhere that other class of people who are basically unrepentant because they are not 
doing the commandments.  They are Church members who are steeped in lethargy.  They neither drink nor commit 
the sexual sins.  They do not gamble nor rob nor kill.  They are good citizens and splendid neighbors, but spiritually 
speaking they seem to be in a long, deep sleep.  They are doing nothing seriously wrong except in their failures to do 
the right things to earn their exaltation. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Miracle of Forgiveness, pp. 211-212 
 The peril of this century is spiritual apathy. 
David O. McKay, in Conference Report, Oct. 1907, p. 62 
 
 It is not possible, as some of us have supposed, for us to slip along easily, through this life, keeping the 
commandments of the Lord indifferently—accepting some of the doctrines and not others, and indulging our 
appetites or desires, and, because we consider them little things, failing to understand and comprehend our duty to 
them—and then expect to receive a fullness of glory in the kingdom of God. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 2:14-15 
 
 The time has come for us to stand a little taller, to lift our eyes and stretch our minds to a greater comprehension 
and understanding of the grand millennial mission of this The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  This is a 
season to be strong.  It is a time to move forward without hesitation, knowing well the meaning, the breadth, and the 
importance of our mission.  It is a time to do what is right regardless of the consequences that might follow.  We have 
nothing to fear.  God is at the helm.  He will overrule for the good of the work. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, "This Is the Work of the Master," Ensign, May 1995, pp. 69, 71.     
 
The Devil Whispereth in Their Ears 
 Some of Satan’s most appealing lines are “Everyone does it”; “If it doesn’t hurt anybody else, it’s all right”; “If you 
feel all right about it, it’s OK”; or “It’s the in thing to do.”  These subtle… [whisperings] make Satan the …master 
deceiver….Nephi has given to us the pattern or formula by which Satan operates. 
James E. Faust, Ensign, Nov. 1987, p. 34 
 
Pacifies appease or placate 
Cheats swindle, mislead, fool, practice fraud, deceives by trickery 
Flatters compliment excessively and insincerely to win favor, feed vanity, or persuade 
Leads go in advance, conduct, escort, direct, to cause someone to follow a certain course 
Carefully thoroughly, painstaking, conscientiously 
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2 Nephi 28:22 
No devil—No hell 
 In 1929 George Herbut Betts published the results of a fifty-seven doctrinal question survey he sent out to 500 
ministers and 500 theological students.  The questions were structured to gain either “yes,” “no” or “uncertain” 
answers.  Two of the questions were: “Do you believe that hell exists as an actual place or location?” and “Do you 
believe that the devil exists as an actual being?”  Concerning the existence of hell, 53% of the ministers said “yes,” 
34% “no,” and 13% were “uncertain.”  The theological students’ responses were: 11% “yes,” 76% “no” (they did not 
accept the reality of hell), and 13% were “uncertain.”  Regarding the existence of the devil, 60% of the ministers 
surveyed said “yes,” 38% “no,” and 7% were uncertain.  Only 9% of the theological students said they believed in the 
reality of Satan, while 82% denied his existence, and 9% were uncertain (Guide to Religions 237).  These statistics 
show Satan’s success.  With the passing of time, younger theologians are listening to the flattery and whispers, 
“there is no hell,” and “I am no devil, for there is none” (2 Nephi 28:22). 
Dennis L. Largey, The Enemies of Christ, 2 Nephi 28 
 
 I doubt if there was a Christian minister in all the world who would have said there was no devil at the time the 
Book of Mormon was published in 1830, and yet when a questionnaire was sent out by the Northwestern University 
School of Religion in 1934 to five hundred Christian ministers, of the five hundred, fifty-four percent, or two hundred 
and ninety-five, said there would be no judgment day….Twenty-six percent or 130 of the five hundred ministers were 
opposed to the Deity of Jesus.  What in the world could the devil, the enemy of all righteousness, desire more than to 
make our young people think that chastity is outmoded?  To accomplish this, he must make them believe there is no 
devil, and that there is not hell or judgment day.  Thus “he whispereth in their ears, until he grasps them with his 
awful chains, from whence there is no deliverance.’  I read an article in the newspaper at the close of the war [WWII] 
indicating that in Germany there were thirteen thousand illegitimate babies whose fathers were American boys! 
LeGrand Richards, Conference Report, Oct. 1949 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1949], 51-54 
 
 Yes, the devil is decidedly a person.  He is also clever and trained.  With thousands of years of experience 
behind him he has become superbly efficient and increasingly determined.  Young people often feel and say, when 
governing hands are outstretched to them, “I can take care of myself.”  In fact even more experienced adults cannot 
afford to be sure of their resistance to Satan.  Teenage girls or boys certainly need to be properly fortified and 
protected if they are to cope with the efficient, highly-trained, superior powers which are ever alert to opportunities for 
temptation. 
 It is a smart, young or old, who will accept advice and counsel from experienced people who know the pitfalls, 
the crumbling walls, and the cracking dams which bring on destruction. 
Spencer W. Kimball, The Miracle of Forgiveness, 1969, 21-22 
 
2 Nephi 28:20-24 
 We have to know the enemy.  He deals in anger, lies, and justification of sin.  To keep us chained, he may rage 
in the heart to cause us to destroy relationships; or he may pacify us into carnal security so that we are numb to the 
real causes of our malaise.  Leading us carefully, he may flatter us to soothe the smarting child of God lest the child 
discover his real problem and repent.  And while we are in hell itself, he tells us that there is no hell (2 Nephi 28:20-
22).  He is indeed a subtle enemy (Moses 4:5).  He seduces a person into disobedience.  He says, “I am no devil, for 
there is none—and thus he whispereth in their ears, until he grasps them with his awful chains, from whence there is 
no deliverance” (2 Nephi 28:22).  And the reason he is subtle is that he does not want to be detected as separate 
from the person he is seducing.  If a person could detect him as a separate voice, he would know to dismiss him.  We 
can learn to recognize his voice.  Just this knowledge alone gives us considerable power.  That is, if we are not 
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consciously cultivating the Lord’s shepherding, we may know for a surety that we are taking signals from the 
adversary and reaping the physical, emotional, and spiritual consequences. 
M. Catherine Thomas, Selected Writings of M. Catherine Thomas, “Spiritual Twilight and the Contest with Evil,” 229 
 
2 Nephi 28:29 
 “From what we can draw from the Scriptures relative to the teachings of heaven,” Joseph Smith taught, “we are 
induced to think that much instruction has been given to man since the beginning which we do not possess now.  
This may not agree with the opinions of some of our friends who are bold to say that we have everything written in 
our Bible which God ever spoke to man since the world began, and that if He had ever said anything more we should 
certainly have received it.  But we ask, does it remain for a people who never had faith enough to call down one 
scrap of revelation from heaven, and for all they have now are indebted to the faith of another people who lived 
hundreds and thousands of years before them, does it remain for them to say how much God has spoken and how 
much He has not spoken?  We have what we have, and the Bible contains what it does contain: but to say that God 
never said anything more to man than is there recorded, would be saying at once that we have at last received a 
revelation: for it must require one to advance thus far, because it is nowhere said in that volume by the mouth of God, 
that He would not, after giving what is there contained, speak again: and if any man has found out for a fact that the 
Bible contains all that God ever revealed to man he has ascertained it by an immediate revelation, other than has 
been previously written by the prophets and apostles.” 
Teachings, p. 61 
 
2 Nephi 28:30 
Line upon Line 
 It is not wisdom that we should have all knowledge at once presented before us; but that we should have a little 
at a time; then we can comprehend it. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings, p. 297 
 
 A testimony is not thrust upon you; a testimony grows.  We become taller in testimony like we grow taller in 
physical stature; we hardly know it happens because it comes by growth….You cannot force spiritual things…You 
can no more force the Spirit to respond than you can force a bean to sprout, or an egg to hatch before its time.  You 
can create a climate to foster growth, nourish, and protect; but you cannot force or compel: you must await the 
growth.  Do not be impatient to gin great spiritual knowledge.  Let it grow, help it grow, but do not force it or you will 
open the way to be misled. 
Boyd K. Packer, Ensign, Jan. 1983 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1983], 53 
 
 Joseph’s vision of the Father and the Son opened this dispensation.  Then came the Restoration of the fullness 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ with the same organization that existed in the primitive Church, built upon the 
foundation of apostles and prophets (see Article of Faith 1:6; Eph. 2:20).  Some suppose that the organization was 
handed to the Prophet Joseph Smith like a set of plans and specifications for a building, with all of the details known 
at the beginning.  But it did not come that way.  Rather, it came a piece at a time as the Brethren were ready and as 
they inquired of God….it took a generation of asking and receiving before the order of things as we know it today was 
firmly in place.  Each move to perfect that order has come about in response to a need and in answer to prayer.  And 
that process continues in our day. 
Boyd K. Packer, Ensign, Nov. 1996 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1996], 6 
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 How many have read the Book of Mormon through?  How many have made themselves familiar with the things 
revealed to us in the Doctrine and Covenants regarding what the Lord has said of our duties as members of the 
Church and what he has said regarding our salvation and exaltation and how it may be obtained?  Until we are 
prepared to receive the things already given.  I fear the Lord will hold from us those other things which one time will 
be revealed. (D&C 59:4; 101:32-34.)… 
 When we, the members of the Church, reach the point that we are willing to live by all that the Lord has 
revealed, he will give us more than can be placed in the Doctrine and Covenants.  The Lord is withholding from us 
great and mighty truths because of the hardness of our hearts.  Why should we clamor for more when we will not 
abide in what we already have?  We are led by revelation today just as much as they were anciently. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation: Sermons and Writings of Joseph Fielding Smith, ed.  Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [Salt Lake City: 
Bookcraft, 1954-1956], 3:202 
 
2 Nephi 28:30 
 When God communicates that priceless truth to us, He does it by the Spirit of Truth.  We have to ask for it in 
prayer.  Then He sends us a small part of that truth by the Spirit.  It comes to our hearts and minds.  It feels good, like 
the light from the sun shining through the clouds on a dark day.  He sends truth line upon line, like the lines on the 
page of a book.  Each time a line of truth comes to us, we get to choose what we will do about it.  If we try hard to do 
what that truth requires of us, God will send more light and more truth.  It will go on, line after line, as long as we 
choose to obey the truth. 
Henry B. Eyring, Because He First Loved Us [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2002], 4 
 
2 Nephi 28:30-31 
“Lend an ear unto my counsel” 
 We seem to be developing an epidemic of “counselitis’ which drains spiritual strength from the  Church, much 
like the common cold drains more strength out of humanity than any other disease….Some bishops dole out counsel 
and advice without considering that the member should solve the problem himself…. 
 We have become very anxious over the amount of counseling that we seem to need in the Church.  Our 
members are becoming dependent. 
 We must not set up a network of counseling services without at the same time emphasizing the principle of 
emotional self-reliance and individual independence…. 
 Bishops, keep constantly in mind that fathers are responsible to preside over their families…. 
 If my boy needs counseling, bishop, it should be my responsibility first, and yours second. 
 If my boy needs recreation, bishop, I should provide it first, and you second. 
 If my boy needs correction, that should be my responsibility first, and yours second. 
 If I am failing as a father, help me first, and my children second. 
 Do not be too quick to take over from me the job of raising my children. 
 Do not be too quick to counsel them and solve all of the problems.  Get me involved.  It is my ministry. 
Boyd K. Packer, Conference Report, Apr. 1978 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1978], 137, 139 
 
2 Nephi 28:32 
Conclusion 
 The Saints of God may be educators, authors, scientists, or historians; they may be soldiers, farmers, or judges; 
they may be shepherds of sheep or drovers of cattle; they may earn their bread in any one of a thousand temporal 
pursuits.  All of these things, however, are but avocations.  They are also and preeminently the elders or sisters of 
Israel and the Saints of the Most High.  They are the Lord’s agents and his representatives.  These are their true 
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vocations.  Their labors in our Father’s business must take precedence over all else.  Through those labors they earn 
the eternal bread of which men may eat and never hunger more. 
 If and when there is a conflict of interest between members’ earthly pursuits and their heavenly pursuits, it is time 
to take stock and choose to walk in the course charted from on high.  The Saints’ chief obligation is to follow the Lord 
and work for his interests.  Their pledge, sworn on the altars of God, is and must be that they will never do anything 
to destroy faith; they must never perform an act or espouse a cause that runs counter to the needs and purposes of 
the Church.  If this means they forsake the course their colleagues in the world pursue, so be it.  Each member must 
come to believe and declare with soberness: “The kingdom of God or nothing!” 
Millet and McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary of BOM, Vol 1, p. 345 
 
 President Spencer W. Kimball, ”When Satan is bound in a single home—when Satan is bound in a single life—
the Millennium has already begun in that home, in that life.” 
Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 172 
 
 Elder Boyd K. Packer wrote: “Without a knowledge of the gospel plan, transgression seems natural, innocent, 
even justified.  There is no greater protection from the adversary than for us to know the truth—to know the plan!” 
Our Father’s Plan [1984], 27 
 
 President James E. Faust taught: “We need not become paralyzed with fear of Satan’s power.  He can have no 
power over us unless we permit it.  He is really a coward, and if we stand firm, he will retreat.  The Apostle James 
counseled: ‘Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.’ (James 4:7.)  He cannot 
know our thoughts unless we speak them. [D&C 6:16.]  And Nephi states that ‘he hath no power over the hearts’ of 
people who are righteous. (1 Nephi 22:26.) 
 “We have heard comedians and others justify or explain their misdeeds by saying, ‘The devil made me do it.’  I 
do not really think the devil can make us do anything.  Certainly he can tempt and he can deceive, but he has no 
authority over us which we do not give him. 
 “The power to resist Satan may be stronger than we realize.  The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: ‘All beings who 
have bodies have power over those who have not.  The devil has no power over us only as we permit him.  The 
moment we revolt at anything which comes from God, the devil takes power.’ (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1938], p. 181.) 
 “He also stated, ‘Wicked spirits have their bounds, limits, and laws by which they are governed.’  
(History of the Church, 4:576.)  So Satan and his angels are not all-powerful”  
In James P. Bell, In the Strength of the Lord: The Life and Teachings of James E. Faust, [1999], 418 
 
 President Ezra Taft Benson taught: “A young man who knows and loves the Book of Mormon, who has read it 
several times, who has an abiding testimony of its truthfulness, and who applies its teachings will be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil and will be a mighty tool in the hands of the Lord…. 
 “I bless you with increased discernment to judge between Christ and anti-Christ.  I bless you with increased 
power to do good and to resist evil.  I bless you with increased understanding of the Book of Mormon.  I promise you 
that from this moment forward, if we will daily sup from its pages and abide by its precepts, God will pour out upon 
each child of Zion and the Church a blessing hitherto unknown—and we will plead to the Lord that He will begin to lift 
the condemnation—the scourge and judgment.  Of this I bear solemn witness.” 
Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, 63, 65 
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The Ways of the Devil (2 Nephi 28:3-30) 
 

Tactic Quotation Verse 
Misappropriation “built up, and not unto the Lord” 3 
Exclusivism “I am the Lord’s” 3 
Disputation “contend one with another” 4 
Sophism “teach with their learning” 4 
Cynicism “deny the Holy Ghost, which giveth utterance” 4 
Secularism “deny the power of God” 5 
Historicism “the Redeemer hath done his work” 5 
Empowerment “he hath given his power unto men” 5 
Skepticism “believe it not” 6 
Naturalism “he is not a God of miracles” 6 
Hedonism “eat, drink, and be merry” 7 
Fatalism “tomorrow we die” 7 
Cavalierism “it shall be well with us” 7 
Appearances “nevertheless, fear God” 8 
Popularism “many…shall say” 8 
Rationalizing “justify in committing a little sin” 8 
Criticism “take the advantage of one because of his words” 8 
Entrapment “dig a pit for thy neighbor” 8 
Legalism “no harm in this’ 8 
Permissivism “do all these things” 8 
Leniency “God will beat us with a few stripes 8 
Fadism “many…shall teach after this manner” 9 
Sensationalism “false” 9 
Egotism “vain” 9 
Imprudence “foolish” 9 
Arrogance “puffed up in their hearts 9 
Self-Deception “hide their counsels from the Lord 9 
Persecutionism “blood of the saints shall cry” 10 
Corruptionism “they have become corrupted” 11 
Oppressionism “rob the poor” 13 
Ostentationism “because of their fine sanctuaries” 13 
Narcissism “their fine clothing” 13 
Supremism “persecute the meek and the poor in heart” 13 
Elitism “stiff necks and high heads” 13 
Immorality “abominations and whoredoms” 14 
Distortionism “pervert the right way of the Lord’ 15 
Trivialism “turn aside the just for a thing of naught” 16 
Meanness “revile against that which is good” 16 
Dismissivism “say that it is of no worth” 16 
Tantrumism “rage in the hearts of the children” 20 
Emotionalism “anger against that which is good” 20 
Mollifying Pacifism “others will he pacify” 21 
Materialism “into carnal security” 21 
Toadyism “others he flattereth” 22 
Relativism “there is no hell” 22 
Complacency “wo be unto him that is at ease in Zion” 24 
Secularism “we need no more of the word of God” 29 
Faithless Humanism “putteth his trust in man” 30 
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