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2 Nephi 27:12 
The Last Days—Days of the Gentiles 
 We are living in the days of the Gentiles when this prediction was to be fulfilled….If we are living the religion 
which the Lord has revealed and which we have received, we do not belong to the world.  We should have no part in 
all its foolishness….If I sometimes, and once in a while I do, go to a football game or a baseball game or some other 
place of amusement, invariably I will be surrounded by men and women who are puffing on cigarettes or cigars or 
dirty pipes.  It gets very annoying, and I get a little disturbed.  I will turn to Sister Smith, and I will say something to 
her, and she will say, “Well, now, you know what you have taught me.  You are in their world.  This is their world.”  
And that sort of brings me back to my senses.  Yes, we are in their world, but we do not have to be of it.  So, as this 
is their world we are living in, they prosper, but, my good brethren and sisters, their world is coming to its end. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Conference Report, Apr. 1952, 27-28 
 
 Speaking of the overthrow of the Jews and the destruction of Jerusalem, the Lord said to his disciples: “And they 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled….” 
 This scripture was also referred to by Moroni when he visited Joseph Smith in September, 1823, which scripture 
he said was soon to be fulfilled.  He said that the fullness of the Gentiles was soon to come in…. 
 We all know that from the time of the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D. until near the close of World 
War I, Jerusalem was trodden down of the Gentiles, and during all of that time the Jews were scattered and almost 
without privileges in the Holy Land.  The Lord said they should remain scattered among the nations until the times of 
the Gentiles were fulfilled.  Moroni said the times of the Gentiles were about to be fulfilled.  Today we are living in the 
transition period; the day of the Gentiles has come in, and the day of Judah and the remnant of downtrodden Israel is 
now at hand. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation: Sermons and Writings of Joseph Fielding Smith, ed. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [Salt Lake City:  
Bookcraft, 1954-1956], 3:258-59 
 
 What do you mean by their times being fulfilled, and the fullness of the Gentiles coming in?...This Gospel, which 
God sends by the ministration of “another angel” from heaven, must be preached to all nations, kindreds, tongues 
and people, to the Gentiles first; and when they get through with them, it will go to Israel, for the times of the Gentiles 
will then be fulfilled; in other words, when God shall speak to his servants,--and say unto them—“It is enough, you 
have been faithful in your ministry, you have warned the nations, kindreds and tongues of the Gentiles sufficiently, 
now I call you to a still greater work, and will give you a new mission, not to go and preach to the Gentiles, but go to 
the remnants of the House of Israel wherever they can be found, and let your testimony be to them.  Hunt them up 
from the four quarters of the earth, gather them out with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, and bring them 
back to their own land.”  When that time shall come Israel will be gathered and not till then. 
Orson Pratt, Journal of Discourses, 16:352 
 
 How does our nation stand? 
 Are not many of us materialistic?  Do we not find it well-nigh impossible to raise our sights above the dollar 
sign?... 
 Are not many of us status-seekers—measuring the worth of a man by the size of his bank account, his house, 
his automobile? 
 Are we not…willing to co-exist with evil...so long as it does not touch us personally? 
 If the answer to these questions is, “yes”…then surely these are among the many reasons why this is truly an 
era of peril…. 
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 Many of us imagine in the foolishness of pride, that our manifold blessings are due not to God’s goodness, but to 
our own wisdom and virtue.  Too many of us have been so drunk with self-sufficiency as no longer to feel the need of 
prayer…. 
 This is a sad commentary on a civilization which has given to mankind the greatest achievements and progress 
ever known.  But it is an even sadder commentary on those of us who call ourselves Christians, who thus betray the 
ideals given to us by the Son of God himself. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Conference Report, Oct. 1960, 103, 105 
 
 Taking the meridian of time as a starting point, the gospel was preached first to the Jews and thereafter to the 
Gentiles.  In our dispensation, the dispensation of the fullness of times, the gospel was, according to prophecy, 
brought forth by Gentiles who in turn will take it to all the nations of the earth.  After the Gentiles have had ample 
opportunity to receive it and then turn on it in wickedness, it will be taken from them and given back to its original 
stewards.  Thus, the first shall be last and the last first (see 1 Ne. 13:42). 
 When we speak of the day of the Gentiles being fulfilled, we are speaking of that time when “the consumption 
decreed” will make “a full end of all nations” (D&C 87:6), and a messianic kingdom established in their stead.  Thus, 
the day of the Gentile will end—its power, authority, and influence will be no more. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie, Third Nephi 9-30, This Is My Gospel, ed. Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr. [Provo: Religious Studies 
Center, BYU, 1993], 174-175 
 
2 Nephi 27:3-5 
Dream of a Night Vision (Isa. 29:7-10) 
 And I pray for those who deal in the highest form of larceny—that of stripping people of their precious 
testimonies.  Such action, if continued, will lead only to the futility and emptiness of the dream of a night vision (See 2 
Ne. 27:3; Acts 5:33-39). 
Carlos E. Asay, Ensign, Nov. 1981, 69 
 
 Many who are without the fullness of the gospel but who reject that fullness when it is available wander in a 
stupor of sin (see D&C 84:51); they are frequently among those who have imbibed the liquors of a licentious world 
and are intoxicated with immorality and idolatry and inebriated with apathy.  Their vision is dim and their judgment 
faulty.  They are without the living God in the world, having chosen to live after the manner of that world…. 
 Those who choose to reject the prophets and thereby spurn living oracles sleep on, long after the glorious dawn 
of heaven-sent revelation has brought an end to the night of apostate darkness and the vapor of ignorance and sin.  
In their pitiable plight they have become comatose as to the things of righteousness. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992], 314 
 
2 Nephi 27:6-11 
Sealed Plates 
 The people of Limhi brought to Mosiah a record, “engraven on plates of ore” (Mosiah 21:27), which record 
Mosiah translated, by the aid of “two stones which were fastened into the two rims of a bow,” and which gave an 
account of the Jaredites, (Mosiah 28:11-19.)  In translating this record Mosiah kept from going forth to the people that 
particular part forbidden by the Lord to be revealed until after he was lifted up upon the cross (Ether 4:1).  These 
sacred revelations given to the Brother of Jared were kept from the Nephite people, as well as many other things, 
until after the resurrection of Christ (Alma 63:12).  After the appearing of the Savior to the Nephites, the vision of the 
Brother of Jared was revealed to the Nephites.  When Moroni made his abridgment of the record of Ether, he copied 
on his record the vision of the Brother of Jared (Ether 4:2-7). 
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 At the command of the Lord, however, Moroni also sealed up the greater things in this vision and also the 
interpreters—which were the same “two stones” had by the Brother of Jared—so that this vision should not be made 
known even in our day among the Gentiles, in the day of their wickedness (2 Ne. 27:8); it could not be revealed “until 
the day that they shall repent of their iniquity, and become clean before the Lord.” (Ether 4:6.)  So we today do not 
have the fullness of the account written and sealed up by the Brother of Jared and again sealed by Moroni.  This part 
of the record the Prophet Joseph Smith was forbidden to translate.  We have, then, received but the “lesser part” (3 
Ne. 26:8-11). 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation: Sermons and Writings of Joseph Fielding Smith, ed. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [Salt Lake City: 
Bookcraft, 1954-1956], 3:224-25 
 
 Now the Lord has placed us on probation as members of the Church.  He has given us the Book of Mormon, 
which is the lesser part, to build up our faith through our obedience to the counsels which it contains, and when we 
ourselves, members of the Church, are willing to keep the commandments as they have been given to us and show 
our faith as the Nephites did for a short period of time, then the Lord is ready to bring forth the other record and give it 
to us, but we are not ready to receive it.  Why?  Because we have not lived up to the requirements in this 
probationary state in the reading of the record which had been given to us and in following its counsels. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Conference Report, Oct. 1961, 19-20 
 
 I have had many people ask me through the years, “When do you think we will get the balance of the Book of 
Mormon records?”  And I have said, “How many in the congregation would like to read the sealed portion of the 
plates?”  And almost always there is a 100-percent response.  And then I ask the same congregation, “How many of 
you have read the part that has been opened to us?”  And there are many who have no read the Book of Mormon, 
the unsealed portion.  We are quite often looking for the spectacular, the unobtainable.  I have found many people 
who want to live the higher laws when they do not live the lower laws. 
Spencer W. Kimball, The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, ed. Edward L. Kimball [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1982], 531-32 
 
 When, during the Millennium, the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon is translated, it will give an account of 
life in the premortal existence; of the creation of all things; of the fall and the Atonement and the Second Coming; of 
temple ordinances, in their fullness; of the ministry and mission of translated beings; of life in the spirit world, in both 
paradise and hell; of the kingdoms of glory to be inhabited to resurrected beings; and many such like things. 
Bruce R. McConkie, CES Symposium, Aug. 1984, 1 
 
2 Nephi 27:9 
Slumbered in the Dust 
 Now obviously, the only way a dead people could speak “out of the ground” or “out of the dust” would be by the 
written word which was accomplished through the “Stick of Joseph.”  Truly it has a familiar spirit, for it contains the 
words of the Nephite and Lamanite prophets of God. 
LeGrand Richards, Israel! Do You Know? [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1973], 38 
 
 A murder trial was in progress in the town where Mr. Barrington then lived, and walking along the main street 
one day Mr. B. "noticed a great many people walking up to the county court house, and not knowing what was going 
on there," he says, "I became inquisitive, and made up my mind to go there also, and on entering the court room I 
found that the same was crowded to overflowing, but being young and strong I soon made my way up to the railing in 
front of the bench and jury box, and I then learned from a friend that it was a murder trial on before the court, and that 
the young attorney who was then addressing or making his opening argument to the jury was the county attorney, 
Oliver Cowdery; as soon as Mr. Cowdery closed his opening argument, the attorney for the prisoner arose, and, in a 
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sneering way, said: 'May it please the Court, and gentlemen of the jury, I challenge Mr. Cowdery, since he seems to 
know so much about this poor defendant, to tell us something about his connection with Joe Smith, and the digging 
out of the hill of the Mormon Bible, and how Mr. Cowdery helped Joe Smith to defraud the American people out of a 
whole lot of money by selling the Mormon Bible and telling them that an angel appeared to them from heaven, 
dressed in white clothes.' After having kept on for a while in this way, abusing Mr. Cowdery, he [attorney for the 
defendant] began to argue the case to the jury; but all interest was shifted from the prisoner and his case and 
directed towards Oliver Cowdery; everybody was wondering in what manner he would reply to the accusation just 
made. The people did not believe, or know before this, that they had elected a county prosecutor who had been an 
associate of the 'Mormon Prophet,' Joseph Smith. Finally, when the defendant's attorney had completed his 
argument, Oliver Cowdery's turn came to reply, and everybody in the court room strained their necks to catch a 
glimpse of Mr. Cowdery.  
 He arose as calm as a summer morning, and in a low but clear voice which gradually rose in pitch and volume 
as he proceeded, said:  "'If your honor please, and gentlemen of the jury, the attorney on the opposite side has 
challenged me to state my connection with Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon; and as I cannot now avoid the 
responsibility, I must admit to you that I am the very Oliver Cowdery whose name is attached to the testimony, with 
others, as to the appearance of the angel Moroni; and let me tell you that it is not because of my good deeds that I 
am here, away from the body of the Mormon church, but because I have broken the covenants I once made, and I 
was cut off from the church; but, gentlemen of the jury, I have never denied my testimony, which is attached to the 
front page of the Book of Mormon, and I declare to you here that these eyes saw the angel, and these ears of mine 
heard the voice of the angel, and he told us his name was Moroni; that the book was true, and contained the fulness 
of the gospel, and we were also told that if we ever denied what we had heard and seen that there would be no 
forgiveness for us, neither in this world nor in the world to come.'" (Affidavit-files, Church Historian’s Office as quoted 
in Berrett and Burton, Readings in LDS Church History, vol. 1, pp. 59-61.) 
Alma P. Burton and Clea M. Burton, Stories From Mormon History [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1972], 49-50 
 
 Upon hearing the story of golden plates delivered by an angel, some people today ask: “Where are the plates 
now?”  They seem to think if they could see the plates, it would make the testimony of the witnesses more credible.  
But this is not the way the Lord works.  He operates through a law called the law of witnesses.  This law provides that 
in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall the truth of His word be established in all ages (see D&C 6:28; 2 Ne. 
27:12-14). 
Ezra Taft Benson, The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1988], 50 
 
 It was in Clarkston, Utah, July, 1875. 
 Early in the morning a thought came to my mind, that I would go and see brother Harris.  It was only three blocks 
from my home.  I heard that he was not feeling well, and people came from other towns to see him, and hear his 
testimony on the Book of Mormon.  But when I arrived, there were two men present.  Brother Harris lay on his bed 
leaning on his elbow.  I said, “How are you brother Harris?”  He answered slowly, “Pretty well.” 
 “We came to hear your testimony on the Book of Mormon.”  “Yes,” he said in a loud voice, as he sat up in bed, “I 
wish that I could speak loud enough that the whole world could hear my testimony.  Brother, I believe there is an 
angel here to hear what I shall tell you, and you shall never forget what I shall say.  The Prophet and Oliver Cowdery, 
David Whitmer and myself went into a little grove to pray; to obtain a promise that we should behold it with our own 
eyes.  That we could testify of it to the world.  We prayed two or three times, and at length the angel stood before 
Oliver and David, and showed them the plates.  But, behold I had gone to myself to pray and in my desperation I 
asked the Prophet to kneel down with me, and pray for me, that I might also see the plates./  And we did so, and 
immediately the angel stood before me and said, “Look.”  And when I glanced at him I fell; but I stood on m y feet and 
saw the angel turn the golden leaves over, and I said, “It is enough, my Lord, my God!”  Then I heard the voice of 
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God say, “The book is true, and translated correctly.” …”As sure as you are standing here and see me, just so sure 
did I see the angel with the golden plates in his hand; and he showed them to me.” …His lips trembled and tears 
came into his eyes….I refreshed myself and shook hands with him and thanked him and left. 
 When I think of the day I stood before Martin Harris, and saw him stretch forth his hand and raise his voice and 
bear his testimony, the feeling that thrilled my whole being I can never forget, nor can I express the joy that filled my 
soul.  This is true testament. 
 (Signed)  Ole A. Jensen 
    John Godfrey 
    James Keep 
William E. Berrett and Alma P. Burton, Reading in LDS Church History: from Original Manuscripts, 3 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 
1953], 1:62-63 
 
2 Nephi 27:12-14 
 David Whitmer, in 1881, as reported in the Richmond Conservator, of March 25, that year, made this statement: 

 Those who know me best know well that I have always adhered to that testimony.  And that no man may be 
misled or doubt my present views in regard to the same, I do again affirm the truth of all my statements as then made 
and published…. 
 In the spirit of Christ, who hath said, “Follow thou me, for I am the Life, the Light, and the Way,” I submit this 
statement to the world; God in whom I trust being my judge as to the sincerity of my motives and the faith and hope 
that is in me of eternal life. 

 On Sept. 7, 1878, David Whitmer, in the presence of Elder Joseph F. Smith, Elder Orson Pratt, and a number of 
other persons, including his eldest son, a grandson, and a son, Jacob Whitmer, bore this testimony: 

 He (the angel) stood before us.  Our testimony, as recorded in the Book of Mormon, is strictly and absolutely true. 
 In 1886, David Whitmer said to Elder Edward Stevenson: 

 As sure as the sun shines and I live, just so sure did the angel appear unto me and Joseph Smith and I heard his 
voice and did see the angel standing before us. 

Francis W. Kirkham, A New Witness for Christ in America, 2 vols., rev. ed. [Salt Lake City: Utah Printing Co., 1942-1959], 248-49 
 
 The testimony of the Three Witnesses to the Book of Mormon stands forth in great strength.  Each of the three 
had ample reason and opportunity to renounce his testimony if it had been false, or to equivocate on details if any 
had been inaccurate.  As is well known, because of disagreements or jealousies involving other leaders of the 
church, each one of these three witnesses was excommunicated from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints by about eight years after the publication of their testimony.  All three went their separate ways, with no 
common interest to support a collusive effort.  Yet to the end of their lives—periods ranging from 12 to 50 years after 
their excommunications—not one of these witnesses deviated from his published testimony or said anything that cast 
any shadow on its truthfulness. 
Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, May 1999, 36 
 
2 Nephi 27:14 
Him That Rejecteth the Word 
 Such rejection occurs not only when the book is spurned by unbelievers but also when Latter-day Saints—those 
who have accepted the book as the word of God—fail to take it seriously.  Regarding such neglect, consider the 
warnings of two latter-day prophets. 
 President Joseph Fielding Smith, tenth prophet of the Lord in these latter days, stated: No member of [The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints] can stand approved in the presence of God who has not seriously and 
carefully read the Book of Mormon (CR, October 1961, 18). 
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 President Ezra Taft Benson, the thirteenth man to wear the prophet’s mantle in this dispensation, declared: 
“Every Latter-day Saint should make the study of this book a lifetime pursuit.  Otherwise he is placing his soul in 
jeopardy and neglecting that which could give spiritual and intellectual unity to his whole life” (CR, April 1975, 97). 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 160 
 
2 Nephi 27:15-19 
Charles Anthon 
 This is the brilliant and scholarly gentleman who turned out to be the “one that is learned,” spoken of in Isaiah 
29:11 and in 2 Nephi 27:15-18. 
 It was to this learned professor of Columbia that Martin Harris took the characters which had been copied from 
the plates of the Book of Mormon. 
 Charles Anthon was professor of classical studies at Columbia College (later Columbia University) for forty-
seven years—1820-1867.  In earlier years he attended Columbia as a student and is described as probably the most 
brilliant scholar ever to attend Columbia College. 
 The Dictionary of American Biography describes Professor Anthon as a prolific writer.  During a period of thirty 
years he produced at least one volume annually.  “Each of his text books passed through several editions, and for 
thirty years his influence upon the study of the classics in the United States was probably greater than that of any 
other man.” (vol. 1, 314) 
 Edgar Allen Poe wrote of Anthon: “If not absolutely the best, he is at least generally considered the best 
classicist in America…” (The Literati, New York, 1859, 45-47). 
 Harper’s Weekly, August 17, 1867, said Professor Anthon was “more widely known in Europe than any other 
American commentator on classical authors.” 
 Charles Anthon was a bachelor and lived in a wing of Columbia College.  It is believed that it was there, in his 
study, that Martin Harris interviewed him. 
 (The above information was abstracted from “The Anthon Transcript,’ by Professor Stanley B. Kimball of 
Southern Illinois University, BYU Studies, Spring, 1970, 331.) 
W. Cleon Skousen, Hidden Treasures from the Book of Mormon, 1:1367 
 
 I went to the city of New York, and presented the characters which had been translated, with the translation 
thereof, to Professor Charles Anthon, a gentleman celebrated for his literary attainments.  Professor Anthon stated 
that the translation was correct, more so than any he had before seen translated from the Egyptian.  I then showed 
him those which were not yet translated, and he said that they were Egyptian, Chaldaic, Assyric, and Arabic; and he 
said they were true characters.  He gave me a certificate, certifying to the people of Palmyra that they were true 
characters, and that the translation of such of them as had been translated was also correct.  I took the certificate 
and put it into my pocket, and was just leaving the house, when Mr. Anthon called me back, and asked me how the 
young man found out that there were gold plates in the place where he found them.  I answered that an angel of God 
had revealed it unto him. 
 He then said to me, “Let me see that certificate.”  I accordingly took it out of my pocket and gave it to him, when 
he took it and tore it to pieces, saying, that there was no such thing now as ministering of angels, and that if I would 
bring the plates to him, he would translate them.  I informed him that part of the plates were sealed, and that I was 
forbidden to bring them.  He replied, “I cannot read a sealed book.”  I left him and went to Dr. Mitchell, who 
sanctioned what Professor Anthon had said respecting both the characters and the translation.” 
Martin Harris, History of the Church, 1:20 
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 Dr. Anthon’s unfortunate role in these important events was a source of great embarrassment to him in later 
years.  This would tend to verify the statement of Nephi that his motives were not entirely sincere [v. 16].  For 
example, he wrote a letter to E. D. Howe on February 17, 1834, verifying the visit of Martin Harris but ridiculing the 
claim that he had given Mr. Harris a certificate vouching for the accuracy of the translation or the authenticity of the 
writings.  Said Professor Anthon, “He [Martin Harris] requested an opinion from me in writing, which, of course, I 
declined to give, and he then took his leave, taking his paper with him.”  Seven years later, on April 3, 1841, 
professor Anthon wrote a letter to the Rev. Dr. T. W. Coit in which he said, “He requested me to give him my opinion 
in writing about the paper which he had shown me.  I did so without hesitation, partly for the man’s sake, and partly 
to let the individual ‘behind the curtain’ see that the trick was discovered.  The import of what I wrote was, as far as 
I can now recollect, simply this, that the marks in the paper appeared to be merely an imitation of various 
alphabetical characters, and had, in my opinion, no meaning at all connected with them.”  At that point the duplicity of 
Dr. Anthon becomes fully evident as he verifies the very thing which he had formerly denied, all of which lends great 
credence to the simple and direct statement of martin Harris as to what really happened. 
 At the time of the above visit, neither Martin Harris nor Joseph Smith was aware that the Book of Mormon 
contained a commentary on chapter 29 of Isaiah, or that it impugned the motives of Dr. Anthon.  In later years, when 
Professor Anthon was told that he had been identified as the “learned” scholar in Isaiah 19:11, he was intellectually 
horrified.  Martin Harris became aware of this when he made a special trip to New York a second time to personally 
present a copy of the newly published Book of Mormon to him.  Professor Anthon would not even allow Martin Harris 
to leave a copy in the house! 
W. Clean Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Time, [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984], 100-101 
 
2 Nephi 27:19 
Unlearned 
 Joseph Smith (as a young man)…could neither write nor dictate a coherent and well-worded letter, let alone 
dictate a book like the Book of Mormon, and though I was an active participant in the scenes that transpired, was 
present during the translation of the plates, and had cognizance of things as they transpired, it is marvelous to me—a 
marvel and a wonder—as much as to anyone else….My belief is that the Book of Mormon is of divine authenticity—I 
have not the slightest doubt of it…when acting as his scribe, your father (she was being interrogated by her son) 
would dictate to me hour after hour; and when returning after meals, or interruptions, he would at once begin where 
he had left off, without either seeing the manuscript or having any portion of it read to him.  This was an unusual thing 
for him to do.  It would have been improbable that a learned man could do this and for one so ignorant and unlearned 
as he was, it was simply impossible. 
Emma Smith, The Witnesses of the Book of Mormon, comp. Preston Nibley [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1968], 28-29 
 
 A man asked me awhile ago—“Why did the Lord choose Joseph Smith to build up his kingdom?  Why did he not 
choose Dr. Porter, Henry Ward Beecher, or some such men?”  Said I—“Such men would sell the kingdom of God 
and everything in it for money and popularity, and as the Lord lives he never could rule and handle them, none of 
them would work with him, they are too much like the Pharisees, Sadducees, High Priests and Rabbis of Judea and 
Jerusalem.”  Did the Lord ever choose such men to perform his work?  Go through the whole history of the world, 
and you will find that whenever God wanted a servant, an Apostle or a Prophet, he chose the very humblest man that 
could be found.  When a king was wanted for Israel, he could not find one out of all the tall sons of Jesse; and when 
the Prophet asked if Jesse had not another son, he was told no, only the boy that looked after the sheep.  Nobody 
thought anything about him, he was of no consequence.  “Let me see him,” said the man of God; and when he was 
brought, the Prophet poured oil on his head and anointed him King of Israel.  So it has been all the way through.  
Take Moses, the leader of Israel….When the Lord called Moses to deliver Israel from Egypt, said he—“How can I do 
this?  I am a man of a hard language and slow of speech…. 
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 So all the way through the Lord has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the wise, and the things 
that are nought, to bring to nought the things that are.  Jesus Christ himself was born in a stable and cradled in a 
manger; and who were his Apostles?  Illiterate fishermen, men of the lowest calling almost in Judea…. 
 The Lord called Joseph Smith because he was foreordained before the world was to build up this Church and 
Kingdom….He was an illiterate youth, but the Lord used him, and he lived to fulfill the measure of his appointment. 
Wilford Woodruff, Journal of Discourses, 18:118 
 
 Why did God choose an unschooled rustic to be the tool in his hand to build up the last dispensation?  Why did 
he not take of the wise men of the earth…? 
 We will answer that question by another.  Why did God choose the family of a humble Nazarene carpenter in 
which to rear his Son…? 
 Why did not Jesus, beginning his work and choosing those who should follow him, seek out those of great 
learning, from among the scribes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the elders, why did he not choose them that were 
schooled in the law and in its refinements and perversions….Why instead of that, did he go along the seashore 
among the humble fishermen…? 
 Men would choose the wise and confound the weak, but God chooses the weak things of the earth to confound 
the mighty.  Nor does he put new wine into old bottles…. 
 So the Son of God chose the fishermen on the seashore to march with him, and the Father and the Son chose 
the humble rustic to lead the way into a new and the last dispensation.  They chose a virgin mind that, unpolluted by 
heresies and sensitive to the promptings of the Spirit, could be taught and led…. 
 So, as time went on, God revealed to the boy prophet the things he should know in order to restore and again 
build up the Church of Christ on earth. 
J. Reuben Clark, Jr., On the Way to Immortality and Eternal Life [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1961], 120-22 
 
2 Nephi 27:20 
They Have Rejected Them 
 This is not solely a reference to professor Anthon, since the plural pronoun they is used.  The reference 
suggests a mind-set of most of the learned of the world, who, by and large, do not take the Book of Mormon 
seriously.  Even when they read it, they do not really read it, except with a mind-set which excludes miracles, 
including the miracle of the book’s coming forth by the “gift and power of God.” 
Neal A. Maxwell, First Nephi, The Doctrinal Foundation, ed. Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr. [Provo: BYU Religious Studies Center, 
1988], 9 
 
2 Nephi 27:21 
I Am Able To Do Mine Own Work 
 Because the centerpiece of the Atonement is already in place, we know that everything else in God’s plan will 
likewise finally succeed.  God is surely able to do His own work! (See 2 Ne. 27:20-21.)  In His plans for the human 
family, long ago God made ample provision for all mortal mistakes.  His purposes will all triumph and without 
abrogating man’s moral agency.  Moreover, all His purposes will come to pass in their time (see D&C 64:32). 
 Take away an acknowledgment of divine design and then watch the selfish scurrying to redesign political and 
economic systems to make life pain-free and pleasure-filled.  Misguided governments mean to live, even if they live 
beyond their means, thereby mortgaging future generations. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. 1990, 17 
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2 Nephi 27:23 
The Same Yesterday, Today, and Forever 
 What teaching can compare in priceless value and in far-reaching effect with that which deals with man as he 
was in the eternity of yesterday, as he is in the mortality of today, and as he will be in the forever of tomorrow….You 
are to teach this Gospel using as your sources and authorities the Standard Works of the Church and the words of 
those whom God has called to lead His people in these last days.  You are not, whether high or low, to intrude into 
your work your own peculiar philosophy, no matter what its source or how pleasing or rational it seems to you to be… 
 You are not, whether high or low, to change the doctrines of the Church or to modify them, as they are declared 
by and in the Standard Works of the Church and by those whose authority it is to declare the mind and the will of the 
Lord to the Church.  The Lord has declared that he is “the same yesterday, today, and forever.”… 
 We are clear upon this point, namely, that we shall not feel justified in appropriating one further tithing dollar to 
the upkeep of our seminaries and institutes of religion unless they can be used to teach the gospel in the manner 
prescribed. 
J. Reuben Clark, Jr., as quoted in Boyd K. Packer, Teach Ye Diligently, rev. ed. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1991], 374-76 
 
2 Nephi 27:25 
Have Removed Their Hearts Far From Me…Fear toward Me Taught By the Precepts of Men 
 What was the condition of the religious world, which professed to believe in and practice the doctrines of the 
Redeemer, when the Father and the Son appeared to Joseph Smith and instructed him?...Some of the leading 
teachings and practices were as follows: 

1.  That God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are not three personages, but one ethereal, immaterial 
God, unknown and unknowable to man, who fills the immensity of space. 

2. That the canon of scripture is full and complete, and since the passing of the apostles there was to be no 
more revelation, no opening of the heavens and communications by angels, but the people were left to rely 
on what was written in the Bible or taught by their priests. 

3. That baptism is to cleanse us from “original sin,” and that all little children had to be “regenerated” by 
baptism and if not baptized they will perish. 

4. That baptism is an ordinance acceptable to the Lord by sprinkling or pouring water on the heads of 
unbaptized adults or infants. 

5. That men may take upon themselves the authority to be ministers of the word of God, without a divine 
appointment by one duly authorized by Jesus Christ. 

6. That the organization of the Church as established in the days of Jesus Christ and his apostles is no longer 
necessary; there were to be no more apostles, prophets, and gifts of the spirit. 

7. That man was not created in the image of God in form, for God is not an anthropomorphic being. 
8. Other doctrines, such as the necessity for keys for the restoration of Israel, the need of the coming of Elijah, 

as proclaimed in the scriptures, are not necessary. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation: Sermons and Writings of Joseph Fielding Smith, ed. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [Salt Lake City: 
Bookcraft, 1954-1956], 3:284-85 
 
 As I finished my first mission over in Amsterdam,…I was invited into the home of one of the Saints to talk to her 
neighbor.  When my companion and I arrived, the neighbor was there but she had her minster with her…and right 
there he challenged me to a debate in his church the next Saturday night. 
 When we arrived, the church was full….The minister stood up and said, “Now, inasmuch as Mr. Richards is a 
guest in our church, we will accord him the privilege of opening this debate, and we will each talk for twenty minutes.  
Is that agreeable with you, Mr. Richards?”… 
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 I hurried over faith and repentance—I thought they believed in them.  I spoke on baptism by immersion for the 
remission of sin until everybody was giving me accord. 
 Then it came to the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.  And they didn’t believe that.  I never found 
a church that did believe it outside of our Church—they think the Holy Ghost comes just like the breezes that blow 
over the head.  I quoted them the passage saying that when the Apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of God through the preaching of Philip, they sent Peter and John.  And when they came, they 
prayed for them, they laid their hands upon them, and they received the Holy Ghost… (Acts 8:19-20.) 
 And then I gave them a few more references on the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and sat 
down. 
 The minister stood up and talked for twenty minutes, and he never once mentioned a word I had said.  He 
started on the Mountain Meadows Massacre and the “Mormon Bible,” and stated that Joseph Smith had admitted he 
had made many mistakes; and then in a most courteous manner, he said: “Now if Mr. Richards will enlighten us on 
these matters, I am sure this audience will be most appreciative.”  
 I was on my feet just like that….I said, “If I understand a debate, it is the presentation of argument and the 
answering of those presentations.  Has this man answered any of my arguments?”  Everybody said, “No.” 
 I said, “All right, my friend, you may have your twenty minutes over again.”  He couldn’t do it, and I knew he 
couldn’t. 
 Finally his wife stood up in the audience, and she said, “What Mr. Richards is asking you is fair.  You ought to 
answer him.” 
 But he couldn’t do it….I met him on the street a number of times after that, but he would duck his head so he 
didn’t need to speak to me! 
 Now that is what Isaiah meant when he said they would teach for doctrines the precepts of men. 
LeGrand Richards, Ensign, May 1982, 30-31 
 
2 Nephi 27:26 
A Marvelous Work and a Wonder 
 More than seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus Christ the Lord spoke through Isaiah of the coming 
forth of the Book of Mormon and the restoration of the Gospel.  Isaiah, by prophecy, spoke of the restoration of the 
new and everlasting covenant, and the Lord performing a “marvelous work and a wonder,” which should cause “the 
wisdom of their wise men” to perish, and “the understanding of their prudent men” to be hid….This marvelous work is 
the restoration of the Church and the Gospel with all the power and authority, keys and blessings which pertain to 
this great work for the salvation of the children of men. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, as quote in Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 168 
 
 
 In August of 8152…a special conference was held in the old tabernacle on this square.  President Heber C. 
Kimball opened by saying: 

 “We have come together today…to hold a special conference to transact business,…inasmuch as there are elders 
to be selected to go to the missions of the earth. 
 “The missions we will call for during this conference are, generally, not to be very long ones; probably from three 
to seven years will be as long as any man will be absent from his family.” 
 The clerk then read ninety-eight names of individuals who had been proposed for foreign missions…. 

 To me it is a thing of wonder that at a time when our people were struggling to gain a foothold in these 
mountains, they put the spread of the gospel ahead of comfort, security, the well-being of their families, and all other 
considerations…. 
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 It has gone on ever since, and it goes on today at an accelerated pace.  In a hundred nations missionaries of the 
Church are teaching the doctrines of salvation….They are fulfilling the declarations of ancient prophets who spoke in 
the name of the Lord concerning the “marvelous work and a wonder” that should come to pass in the dispensation of 
the fullness of times (Isa. 29:14). 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, Nov. 1989, 53 
 
 Joseph was a seer.  He had the gift to translate ancient records (see History of the Church, 1:238), and a “seer 
is greater than a prophet” (Mosiah 8:13-17). 
 The process of translation was truly “a marvelous work and a wonder,” or, as rendered in Hebrew, “a miraculous 
miracle” (Isa. 29:14).  Depending upon his sequence of translation, scholars estimate Joseph in 1829 was translating 
at a rapid daily equivalent of from eight to thirteen of today’s printed pages….An able, professional translator recently 
told me e considers one page a day productive. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, May 1992, 38 
 
2 Nephi 27:26 
“Wisdom of their wise…shall perish” 
 The contents of all the world’s libraries cannot compare with the wisdom that comes by direct revelation.  Joseph 
Smith taught, “Could you gaze into heaven five minutes, you would know more than you would by reading all that 
ever was 2written on the subject” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 324). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 163 
 
2 Nephi 27:27 
I Know All Their Works 
 Not only does our Heavenly Father see all we do, but he sees us with such eyes of love that Enoch, who saw 
God’s reaction to sin in the time of Noah in vision, asked of God in surprise, “How is it that thou canst weep, seeing 
thou are holy, and from all eternity to all eternity?” (Moses 7:29).  Explaining that he saw the terrible, inescapable 
consequences of unrepented and unforgiven sins, God said to Enoch: “And the whole heavens shall weep over 
them, even all the workmanship of mine hands; wherefore should not the heavens weep, seeing these shall suffer?” 
(Moses 7:37). 
 God knows all we have done.  And while he cannot look on sin with the least degree of allowance, he looks on 
us with compassion beyond our capacity to measure.  When the scripture speaks of the whole heavens weeping, I 
think of another picture, given to us by the Prophet Joseph Smith.  This is what he said: “The spirits of the just 
are…blessed in their departure to the world of spirits.  Enveloped in flaming fire, they are not far from us, and know 
and understand our thoughts, feelings, and motions, and are often pained therewith.” (History of the church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, ed. B. H. Roberts, 2d ed. Rev., 7 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1974], 6:52.) 
 These words pain me when I think of those I have loved and who loved me who are surely now among the spirits 
of the just.  The realization that they feel pain for us and that the God of Heaven weeps because of our unrepented 
sin is surely enough to soften our hearts and move us to action. 
Henry B. Eyring, To Draw Closer to God [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 122-23 
 
 The prophets, both ancient and modern, have clearly taught that God knows everything.  Psalm 147:5 reads: 
“Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.”  In Doctrine and Covenants 38:1-2, Jesus Christ 
introduces himself in these words: “Thus saith the Lord your God, even Jesus Christ, the Great I AM…The same 
which knoweth all things.” (See also Alma 26:35.)  The Prophet Joseph Smith also clearly taught this doctrine, as is 
indicated in his “lectures of Faith” which appeared in the early editions of the Doctrine and Covenants: 
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 …God is the only supreme governor and independent being in whom all fullness and perfection dwell; who is 
omnipotent [all-powerful], omnipresent [everywhere present] and omniscient [all knowing]; without beginning of days or 
end of life; and that in him every good gift and every good principle dwell…. 
 …Without the knowledge of all things, God would not be able to save any portion of his creatures; for it is by 
reason of the knowledge which he has of all things, from the beginning to the end, that enables him to give the 
understanding to his creatures by which they are made partakers of eternal life; and if it were not for the idea existing in 
the minds of men that God had all knowledge it would be impossible for them to exercise faith in him. (“Lectures on 
Faith,” Lecture 2, paragraph 2; Lecture 4, paragraph 11.) 

 Joseph Fielding Smith quotes his grandfather, Hyrum Smith, as having said: “I would not serve a God that had 
not all wisdom and all power.”  Then Joseph Fielding Smith continues, “Do we believe that God has all ‘wisdom’?  If 
so, in that, he is absolute.  If there is something he does not know, then he is not absolute in ‘wisdom,’ and to think 
such a thing is absurd.”  (Doctrines of Salvation, 1:5.)  President Smith indicates possible areas in which God is 
progressing (glory, honor, etc.), and then concludes, “Do you not see that it is in this manner that our Eternal Father 
is progressing?  Not by seeking knowledge which he does not have, for such a thought cannot be maintained in the 
light of scripture.  It is not through ignorance and learning hidden truth that he progresses, for if there are truths which 
he does not know, then these things are greater than he, and this cannot be” (Doctrines of Salvation, 1:7). 
Daniel H. Ludlow, A Companion to Your Study of The Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976], 138-39 
 
2 Nephi 27:28 
Lebanon 
 Lebanon was the northernmost portion of Palestine.  It was part of the land promised to the Israelites when they 
crossed into Canaan.  Isaiah’s prophecy has been interpreted to include the entire land of Canaan.  President Joseph 
Fielding Smith wrote of the “deplorable condition” of this land prior to its redemption in recent years, which 
redemption was in fulfillment of prophecy. (Doctrines of Salvation, 3:260-261).  Elder Orson Pratt noted that this 
changed condition would occur only following the publication of the book which Isaiah saw; at which time Lebanon 
and all the land of Canaan is again to be blessed, while the fruitful field occupied by the nations of the Gentiles, “will 
be esteemed as a forest:” the multitude of the nations of the Gentiles are to perish, and their lands which are now like 
a fruitful field, are to be left desolate of inhabitants and become as Lebanon has been for many generations past: 
while Lebanon shall again be occupied by Israel, and be turned into a fruitful field.  These great events could not take 
place until the Lord should first bring forth a book out of the ground (Orson Pratt’s Works, pp. 276-277). 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple, pp. 171-172 
 
 Palestine had been a desolate and arid place for centuries.  In 1917, during World War I, it was taken from 
Turkey by a British army under General Allenby.  A short time later came the Balfour Declaration, and the United 
States and Great Britain sponsored the establishment of a homeland for the Jews. 
 As is well known, the nation of Israel has developed a vast reclamation project in the Holy Land.  The Jews not 
only opened up large areas to agriculture with an irrigation system involving both the Jordan River and the Sea of 
Galilee, but they planted literally millions of trees throughout the valleys, and on the mountains as well. 
 Palestine is now a “fruitful field” as the scripture foresaw, and this has all evolved since 1917.  But the book 
[Book of Mormon] which Isaiah saw was destined to come forth before that happened; that is, before 1917!... 
 The farms of Palestine are fruitful, the mountains are covered with forests, and the nation is exporting large 
volumes of fresh produce with its own fleet of merchant marine. 
Mark E. Peterson, This Is Life Eternal [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1982], 78 
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2 Nephi 27:29 
Deaf Hear and Blind See 
 Now that the Book of Mormon has been published in Braille it is interesting to note that in 2nd Nephi 27th Chapter 
and 29th verse, the following appears: “And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book and the eyes of the 
blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness.” 
 While there are not many blind people in our own communities it is estimated that there are more than 125,000 
in America. 
George Albert Smith, Sharing the Gospel with Others, comp. Preston Nibley [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1948], 102 
 
Ezra Taft Benson: 
 A powerful testimony to the importance of the Book of Mormon is to note where the Lord placed its coming forth 
in the timetable of the unfolding Restoration.  The only thing that preceded it was the First Vision.  In that marvelous 
manifestation, the Prophet Joseph Smith learned the true nature of God and that God had a work for him to do.  The 
coming forth of the Book of Mormon was the next thing to follow.  Think of that in terms of what it implies.  The 
coming forth of the Book of Mormon preceded the restoration of the priesthood.  It was published just a few days 
before the Church was organized.  The Saints were given the Book of Mormon to read before they were given the 
revelations outlining such great doctrines as the three degrees of glory, celestial marriage, or work for the dead.  It 
came before priesthood quorums and Church organization.  Doesn’t this tell us something about how the Lord views 
this sacred work?  
The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1988], 49 
 
2 Nephi 27:31 
Terrible Ones 
 The terrible ones in verse 5 were Jerusalem’s enemies; here the terrible one may refer to Satan himself. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, 273 
 
2 Nephi 27:32 
An Offender for a Word; Lay a Snare…Turn Aside the Just 
 Some few within the Church, openly or perhaps far worse, in the darkness of anonymity, reproach their leaders 
in the wards and stakes and in the Church, seeking to make them “an offender for a word,” as Isaiah said.  To them 
the Lord said: “Cursed are all those that shall lift up the heel against mine anointed. Saith the Lord, and cry they have 
sinned when they have not sinned…but have done that which was meet in mine eyes, and which I commanded them. 
 “But those who cry transgression do it because they are the servants of sin, and are the children of disobedience 
themselves…. 
 “…because they have offended my little ones they shall be severed from the ordinances of mine house. 
 “Their basket shall not be full, their houses and their barns shall perish, and they themselves shall be despised 
by those that flattered them. 
 “They shall not have right to the priesthood, nor their posterity after them from generation to generation” (D&C 
121:16-17, 19-21). 
 That terrible penalty will not apply to those who try as best they can to live the gospel and sustain their leaders.  
Nor need it apply to those who in the past have been guilty of indifference or even opposition, if they will repent, 
confess their transgressions, and forsake them. 
Boyd K. Packer, Ensign, Nov. 1996, 7 
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 Divine doctrine of the Church is the prime target of attack by the spiritually contentious.  Well do I remember a 
friend who would routinely sow seeds of contention in Church classes.  His assaults would invariably be preceded by 
this predictable comment: “Let me play the role of devil’s advocate.”  Recently he passed away.  One day he will 
stand before the Lord in judgment.  Then, I wonder, will my friend’s predictable comment again be repeated?... 
 Dissecting doctrine in a controversial way in order to draw attention to oneself is not pleasing to the Lord….Show 
compassionate concern for others.  Control the tongue, the pen, and the word processor.  Whenever tempted to 
dispute, remember this proverb: “He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbor: but a man of understanding 
holdeth his peace” (Prov. 11:12; see also 17:28).  
 Bridle the passion to speak or write contentiously….Let us respectfully disagree without being disagreeable. 
Russell M. Nelson, Ensign, May 1989, 70-71 
 
 By one means or another, the swiftest method of rejection of the holy prophets has been to find a pretext, 
however false or absurd, to dismiss the man so that his message could also be dismissed. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Conference Report, Apr. 1978, p. 115 
 
2 Nephi 27:33 
Jacob…Wax Pale 
 The house of Jacob has been made ashamed, and his face has waxed pale, ever since he was driven away 
from Lebanon or Canaan, but the Lord has now brought forth out of the ground a book which shall, accompanied by 
His power, restore the tribes of Jacob from the four quarters of the globe, and establish them in the land of Palestine 
and Lebanon forever. 
Orson Pratt, Orson Pratt’s Works:  The Light of Understanding [Salt Lake City: The Deseret News Press, 1945], 278 
 
2 Nephi 27:35 
Erred in Spirit…Learn the Doctrine (Isa. 29:35) 
 Do not be surprised when non-doers scoff….When Jesus focused His hearers on doctrines, “they were 
astonished at his doctrine” (Matt. 22:33).  The only cure for the doctrinal illiteracy of those who murmur will be to 
learn doctrine. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, May 1986, 36 
 
 In the Apocryphon of James, Jesus reportedly told an afflicted Peter and James, “If you consider how long the 
world existed before you, and how long it will exist after you, you will find that your life is one single day and your 
sufferings one single hour.”…How like what the Lord told suffering Joseph in jail: “My son,…thine adversity and thine 
afflictions shall be but a small moment” (D&C 121:7). 
 One’s life, therefore, is brevity compared to eternity—like being dropped off by a parent for a day at school.  But 
what a day!... 
 If we blend “longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2), some who “murmur” about the human predicament “shall 
learn doctrine” (Isa. 29:24; 2 Ne. 27:35)…. 
 One-dimensional man with only a one-dimensional view of the world will surely focus upon the cares of the 
world, yielding to the things of the moment…. 
 Premortality is not a relaxing doctrine….Just because we were chosen “there and then,” surely does not mean 
we can be indifferent “here and now.”…Those called and prepared must also prove “chosen, and faithful.” (See Rev. 
17:14; D&C 121:34-36.) 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. 1985, 17 
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 Some of us are too content with what we may already be doing.  We stand back in the “eat, drink, and be merry” 
mode when opportunities for growth and development abound.  We miss opportunities to build up the kingdom of 
God because we have the passive notion that someone else will take care of it.  The Lord tells us that He will give 
more to those who are willing.  They will be magnified in their efforts….But to those who say, “We have enough, from 
them shall be taken away even that which they have.”… 
 Church history includes incidents of priesthood holders of great capacity.  A few were brilliant but also erratic and 
unreliable and so lost the spiritual gifts and talents with which the Lord had so richly endowed them.  I would like to 
tell you about one such. 
 Samuel Brannan led some Saints around Cape Horn on the ship Brooklyn.  They made a brief stop in Hawaii 
before docking at San Francisco Bay.  He became convinced that the main body of the Saints should not settle in the 
Rocky Mountains but should go on to California.  So he traveled east and encountered the first party of emigrants 
under the leadership of Brigham Young in Green River, Wyoming.  He used all of his persuasive powers trying to 
convince Brigham Young to take advantage of the opportunities which he felt California offered.  Brigham Young 
responded, “Let us go to California, and we cannot stay there over five years; but let us stay in the mountains, and 
we can raise our own potatoes, and eat them; and I calculate to stay here.”  Brannan stayed with the main body of 
the Saints for a few days, but then, because he was headstrong and self-centered, in August of 1847 he headed 
back to California…. 
 Sam Brannan was not focused on building up the kingdom of God.  Instead he was directed toward business 
and making money.  He became the first millionaire in California, with numerous business ventures and extensive 
land holdings.  Because he had been the leader of that group of Saints, President Young asked him to account for 
the tithing that he had collected from the members of the Church in California, including those involved in the gold 
rush, but he did not do so.  Nor did he use those funds to establish the Church or to help the members there. 
 For a time and a season, Brannan was very successful in establishing enterprises and acquiring land for his own 
benefit, but eventually he fell on hard times.  His family did not stay together.  When he died he was alone, broken 
physically, spiritually, and financially.  For 16 months no one claimed his body.  Eventually it was placed in San 
Diego’s Mount Hope  Cemetery.  Sam Brannan accomplished much in his life, but in the end he paid a terrible price 
for not honoring his priesthood stewardship and having failed to follow the prophet of God. 
James E. Faust, Ensign, Nov. 2002, 50-51 
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