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2 Nephi 26:1-7 
 Without the idea of the existence of the attribute justice in the Deity, men could not have confidence sufficient to 
place themselves under his guidance and direction; for they would be filled with fear and doubt lest the judge of all 
the earth would not do right. 
Joseph Smith, Lectures on Faith, 4:13; See also Mormon 6:17 
 
2 Nephi 26:8 
 In 2 Nephi 26:8, Nephi observed that the righteous who hearkened unto the words of the prophets would not be 
destroyed.  These observations by Nephi deal with an interesting spiritual law regulating this mortal earth, showing 
that the behavior of human beings can affect and influence the so-called “natural” phenomena.  The language of the 
scriptures also suggests that God uses these “natural” occurrences to punish or at times to reward his children. 
Robert J. Matthews, “Two Ways of the World,” Studies in Scriptures, Vol 1 p. 151 
 
 The Lord expects us to be as faithful, as devoted, as courageous as those who went before us.  They were 
called to give their lives for the gospel.  We are called to live our lives for the same purpose….All dispensations 
prepared the way for the first coming of the Lord and His Atonement.  Similarly, history and prophecy laid the 
groundwork for the Restoration of the gospel through the Prophet Joseph Smith.  Do we have eyes to see that the 
events and prophecies of our time are preparing us for the Savior’s Second Coming? 
Robert D. Hales, “Preparations for the Restoration and the Second Coming: ‘My Hand Shall Be Over Thee,’” Liahona and Ensign, Nov. 2005, 
91-92 
 
2 Nephi 26:10 
They sell themselves for naught 
 What shall a man or a woman give in exchange for their souls? (See JST, Matthew 16:27-29).  Of what value is 
a divine birthright?  Is anything which may be purchased or extorted in this fallen sphere worth eternal life?  Are 
fame, wealth, title, or power worth the bartering of one’s values?  Satan’s first article of faithlessness has been 
repeated with creedal clarity since the beginning:  One can buy anything in this world for money.  It is a hellish 
philosophy, and those who operate in harmony with it sell that which is priceless for a paltry sum.  Such a scene, 
acted out in Faustian fashion every day, is both pitiful and pathetic.  Our modern counterpart is the foolish search for 
fulfillment in fads and fashions.  In neglect of God-ordained roles, and the flight from covenant obligations. 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 302 
 
 This [the Spirit], when withdrawn, will make it difficult for you to pray, difficult for you to have direction and 
guidance, difficult for you to withstand evil….I hope you haven’t come to that state, but if you are not careful and this 
experience is repeated again, with each repetition there comes a diminishing of that spirit until you, like they, will 
have lost, not only the power of the Holy Ghost, but also the light of the Christ… 
Harold B. Lee, BYU Speeches, Oct. 1956, pp. 6-7 
 
2 Nephi 26:11 
The Spirit of the Lord will not always strive with man 
 The gift of the Holy Ghost is enjoyed only by those who have been baptized and confirmed members of the 
Church (see Teachings, p. 199).  All men and women are born with the Light of Christ or Spirit of Jesus Christ (see 
John 1:9; Moroni 7:16; D&C 84:46).  One of the manifestations of the Light of Christ is conscience, the internal moral 
monitoring system by which every soul can know to choose good from evil.  If a person attends to the light of 
conscience within him, he is further directed in righteous paths and led to greater light and knowledge.  If he ignores 
or rejects the Spirit of Jesus Christ and lives after the manner of the world, he will eventually sear his conscience and 
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stiffly the promptings toward that which is good and ennobling.  “The Holy Ghost does not strive or entice,” Elder 
Bruce R. McConkie has written.  “His mission is to teach and testify.  But those who heed the enticements and submit 
to the strivings of the Holy Spirit (which is the light of Christ) are enabled to receive the Holy Spirit (which is the Holy 
Ghost).” (New Witness, p. 261.)… 
 On the other hand, unaided man—man unillumined and undirected by that God who holds the destinies of 
nations and peoples in his hand—will ultimately fail in his attempts to establish peace and order in society; he is 
operating with limited resources.  “It has been the design of Jehovah,” Joseph Smith explained, “from the 
commencement of the world, and is His purpose now, to regulate the affairs of the world in His own time, to stand as 
a head of the universe, and take the reins of government in His own hand.  When that is done, judgment will be 
administered in righteousness; anarchy and confusion will be destroyed.”  Other man-made attempts “to promote 
universal peace and happiness…have proved abortive; every effort has failed; every plan and design has fallen to 
the ground; it needs the wisdom of God, the intelligence of God, and the power of God to accomplish this.” 
(Teachings, pp. 250-51, 252.) 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1 p. 302 
 

2 Nephi 26:12 
 Moroni wrote on the title page of the Book of Mormon that one of the major reasons the Book of Mormon had 
been preserved was for the purpose of the “convincing of the Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal 
God, manifesting himself unto all nations.”  Jesus is, of course, the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One.  As to this 
verity there is wholesale rejection by unconverted Jews but little dispute among the believing element in modern 
Christendom. 
 But Jesus Christ is also the Eternal God.  He is Jehovah.  He is the Holy One of Israel.  He is the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the same eternal being who gave the Law of Moses on Sinai.  And he is a separate and 
distinct being from that of his eternal parent, the Almighty Elohim.  As to these latter verities there is almost universal 
ignorance in the Christian world and, once again, complete rejection by Jews who have not come to accept Jesus as 
the Christ.  The Book of Mormon is thus a Sacred volume which manifests the identity of the premortal Jehovah, the 
Shepherd of Israel.  It establishes beyond question that a God became a man, that he condescended to leave his 
throne divine to take upon him a tabernacle of clay, and that he who was and is the Lord Omnipotent came to earth 
to suffer and bleed and die to atone for the spiritual and physical death of the human family. 
 This Jesus Christ, this Eternal God, is the same yesterday, today, and forever in the sense that he always 
manifests himself unto those who call on his name in faith and endure in righteousness.  The Holy Ghost is the “gift 
of God unto all those who diligently seek [Christ], as well in times of old as in the time that he should manifest himself 
unto the children of men.  For he is the same yesterday, today, and forever; and the way is prepared for all men from 
the foundation of the world, if it so be that they repent and come unto him.” (1 Nephi 10:17-18.) 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 304-305 
 

 Christ-Messiah is God! 
 Such is the plain and pure pronouncement of all the prophets of all the ages.  In our desire to avoid the false and 
absurd conclusions contained in the creeds of Christendom, we are wont to shy away from this pure and unadorned 
verity; we go to great lengths to use language that shows there is both a Father and a Son, that they are separate 
Persons and are not somehow mystically intertwined as an essence of spirit that is everywhere present.  Such an 
approach is perhaps essential in reasoning with the Gentiles of sectarianism; it helps to overthrow the fallacies 
formulated in their creeds. 
 But having so done, if we are to envision our Lord’s true status and glory, we must come back to the 
pronouncement of pronouncements, the doctrine of doctrines, the message of messages, which is that Christ is God.  
And if it were not so, he could not save us. 
Bruce R. McConkie, The Promised Messiah, p. 98 
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2 Nephi 26:13 
 In the Lectures on Faith the Prophet Joseph Smith explains “that three things are necessary in order that any 
rational and intelligent being may exercise faith in God unto life and salvation” (3:2).  Convincing faith would, by 
definition, lead one to life and salvation.  The Prophet Joseph Smith teaches that faith rests upon three pillars: (1) 
“the idea that he (God) actually exists”; (2) “a correct idea of his character, perfections and attributes”; and (3) “an 
actual knowledge that the course of life which [one] is pursuing is according to his (God’s) will” (3:3-5). 
 
 One who receives the witness of the Holy Ghost has a sure knowledge that…Jesus Christ is our Elder Brother in 
the spirit and the Only Begotten of the Father in the flesh, our Savior and Redeemer. 
Marion G. Romney, in Conference Report, October 1967, 137 
 
2 Nephi 26:15-16 
Low Out of the Dust 
 These verses could refer to the nations of Judah and Israel being brought low, or destroyed.  The ancient 
covenant people would then speak “low out of the dust” in the sense that they would speak out of the depths of their 
humbled condition. 
 A more probable interpretation of these verses would be their application to the destruction of the ancient 
Nephite civilization.  This is obviously the interpretation Nephi had in mind.  This people, because of iniquity and 
unbelief, were to be “brought down low in the dust, even that they are not.”  Yet, even though destroyed as a people 
without posterity, their words “shall speak…out of the ground, and their speech shall be low out of the dust.”… 
 The last survivor of that ancient Nephite society was a prophet, scribe, and warrior named Moroni.  He was 
charged with safeguarding those sacred writings.  He discharged that duty by concluding the record and safely 
burying it in a protected place to which he was undoubtedly led.  Over fourteen hundred years later, then a 
resurrected being, he was divinely directed to deliver the plates “out of the ground” to the young Prophet Joseph 
Smith.  Joseph, in turn, was called to translate the sacred record into what is now known to millions throughout the 
earth as the Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Christ. (See JS-H 1:27-54, 59-60.) 
 Because Nephi is expounding on Isaiah, rather than simply quoting, his words cast a great deal of light on this 
passage. 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 152-53 
 
 Never was a prophecy more truly fulfilled than this, in the coming forth of the Book of Mormon.  Joseph Smith 
took that sacred history “out of the ground.”  It is the voice of the ancient prophets of America speaking “out of the 
ground”; their speech is “low out of the dust”; it speaks in a most familiar manner of the doings of bygone ages; it is 
the voice of those who slumber in the dust.  It is the voice of prophets speaking from the dead, crying repentance in 
the ears of the living.  In what manner could a nation, after they were brought down and destroyed, “speak out of the 
ground?”  Could their dead bodies or their dust, or their ashes speak?  Verily, no: they can only speak by their 
writings or their books that they wrote while living.  Their voice, speech or words, can only “speak out of the ground,” 
or “whisper out of the dust” by their books or writings being discovered. 
Orson Pratt, Orson Pratt’s Works: The Light of Understanding [Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1945] 271 
 
 The Lord designed from the beginning to bring the Book of Mormon forth from the ground as a voice from the 
dust, as truth springing out of the earth.  The symbolism and imagery in this are beautiful.  As revelation pours down 
from above to water the earth, so the gospel plant grows out of the earth to bear witness that the heavenly rains 
contain the life-giving power.  Heaven and earth join hands in testifying of the truths of salvation.  Their combined 
voices are the voice of restoration, the voice of glory and honor and eternal life, the voice from heaven, and the voice 
out of the earth. 
Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 150 
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2 Nephi 26:16 
Familiar Spirit 
 Elder LeGrand Richards called our attention to a minister of another religion who said that the Book of Mormon 
read with the same sweet feeling as the New Testament (see CR, Apr. 1976, 124).  In other words, the message of 
the Book of Mormon sounds familiar to those who have received the message of the Bible, the gospel, or the Spirit of 
God.  On the other hand, “familiar spirits” in Old Testament times referred to a form of spiritualism wherein spirits 
from the dead were called back out of the ground through witchcraft or enchantment (see 1 Sam. 28; Isa. 8:19-20).  
Some have used this meaning to disclaim the Book of Mormon.  However, a careful reading of Isaiah shows that the 
power of God would be given to these people to “whisper…even as it were out of the ground.” 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 107-108 
 
2 Nephi 26:18 
“At an instant, suddenly” 
 These predictions of Isaiah could not refer to Ariel, or Jerusalem, because their speech has not been “out of the 
ground,” or “low out of the dust,” but it refers to the remnant of Joseph who were destroyed in America….The Book of 
Mormon describes their downfall, and truly it was great and terrible.  At the crucifixion of Christ, “the multitude of their 
terrible ones,” as Isaiah predicted “became as chaff that passeth away,” and it took place, as he further predicts, “at 
an instant suddenly.”  Many of their great and magnificent cities were destroyed by fire, others by earthquakes, 
others by being sunk and buried in the depths of the earth.  This sudden destruction came upon them because they 
had stoned and killed the prophets sent among them.  Between three and four hundred years after Christ, they again 
fell into great wickedness, and the principal nation fell in battle.  Forts were raised in all parts of the land, the remains 
of which may be seen at the present day.  Millions of people perished in battle and they suffered just as they Lord 
foretold by Isaiah. 
Orson Pratt, Orson Pratt’s Works: The Light of Understanding [Salt Lake News Press, 1945], 270-71 
 
2 Nephi 26:19 
“Smitten by the hand of the Gentiles” 
 The story of the invasion of America by Europeans in the 16th century, is a tragic illustration of the truth of this 
prophecy.  Witness the appearance in Mexico of Cortez with his 450 Spaniards and 1000 Tlascalan allies.  From the 
very first of his contact with the natives, strife and slaughter ensued.  Cortez, having occasion to leave Tenoctlican—
the ancient name of the city of Mexico—left Pedro de Alvarado in charge.  The Aztecs celebrated their May festival 
with the sacrifice of a handsome youth, as was their custom.  This was, we may say, their Pentecost.  But the 
sacrifice was too horrible to Alvarado.  Under the impression that the Aztecs were cowards, he fell upon the crowds 
of worshipers and massacred 600-of them, among whom were prominent chiefs.  When Cortez returned, he found 
the people excited.  Montezuma, practically a prisoner among the Spaniards, had been deposed, and his brother, 
Cuitlahuatzin, had been elected ruler in his stead.  They now attacked the Spaniards.  Spanish cannon swept the 
streets with terrible effects.  Some idea of the losses of the Aztecs can be formed from the fact that the battle and the 
retreat cost Cortez 750 of his 1250 white soldiers and 4000 of his 6000 Tlascalan allies. 
 But Cortez came back.  On April 28, 1521, he began a siege of the city, which Dr. John Fiske compares to the 
siege of Jerusalem by Titus, on a smaller scale, of course.  On August 18, Cortez was master of the situation.  But 
then the city was a ruin.  A new era had been inaugurated, in which the natives lost their culture, their literature, and 
arts, and were, practically, buried in the “dust.” 
 The first contact of the natives of Peru with the Spaniards under Pizarro and Almargro—both of whom were 
finally murdered in a feud between themselves—was a duplicate of the so-called conquest of Cortez.  We shall not 
here repeat the almost incredible stories of cruelties perpetrated on the Indians by some of the early invaders.  
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Suffice it to say that this prophecy was literally fulfilled.  The Indians were everywhere sorely “smitten by the hands of 
the Gentiles.” 
Sjodahl & Reynolds, Commentary on the BOM, Vol 1 p. 386 
 
2 Nephi 26:20 
Losses Because of Stumbling Blocks: 

• Understanding of Godhead 
• Understanding of baptism 
• Understanding of resurrection 
• Understanding of Holy Ghost 
• Understanding of sacrament 
• Understanding of priesthood 
• Understanding of revelation 
• Understanding of fall of Adam 

 
2 Nephi 26:20-31 
 Nephi continued his prophecy in 2 Nephi 26, where he described conditions among the Gentiles of the last days.  
It is a description of spiritual poverty, because the Gentiles (1) would be “lifted up in the pride of their eyes”; (2) would 
stumble spiritually, as noted earlier, because of their stumbling block; (3) would preach for religious doctrine their own 
ideas gained through their own wisdom and learning; (4) would preach for financial gain; (5) would deny the miracles 
and power of God: (6) would be filled with envy, malice, and strife; and (7) would support secret combinations from 
the devil.  All this can be classified as priestcraft. (2 Ne. 26:20-31.) 
Robert J. Matthews, “Two Ways of the World,” Studies in Scripture, Vol 1 p. 152 
 
2 Nephi 26:22 
 Lucifer…will use his logic to confuse and his rationalizations to destroy.  He will shade meanings, open doors an 
inch at a time, and lead from purest white through all the shades of gray to…black. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Teachings, 151-152 
 
2 Nephi 26:23 
 Among the things that Nephi makes clear is that the Lord works in plainness, in truth, and in goodness for the 
benefit of the world, whereas the devil deals in deception and cunning, appealing to people’s pride and physical 
appetites until he captures their souls in chains and destruction.  This is not a pretty prospect, but it is a fair warning 
that our enemy is clever and will employ every deceptive and devilish means to accomplish his desires. 
 In this selected portion of Nephi’s prophecy, possibly more than in any other place in the scriptures, particular 
detail is given about the devil’s manner of operation and about how he carefully traps people.  It may seem strange 
that a book of God would contain so much about the devil and his ways, but it is necessary in order that mortals 
might recognize evil when they see it and know how to prepare against it.  The Book of Mormon not only shows us 
what the gospel of Christ is, but it also shows us what it is not. 
Robert J. Matthews, “Two Ways of the World,” Studies in Scripture, Vol 1 p. 149-150 
 
2 Nephi 26:24 
 Why should Christ have volunteered to make this sacrifice?  What was the motive that inspired and sustained 
him from the time of that council in heaven until the moment of his agonized cry “It is finished”? (John 19:30.) 
 …His supernal and all-embracing love for mankind. 
Hugh B. Brown, in Conference Report, April 1962, 108 
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2 Nephi 26:28 
“All men are privileged the one like unto the other” 
 “Of a truth,” Peter declared, “God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:34-35).  He loves all of his children.  But his love is not unconditional in 
the sense of treating all of his children alike; men and women are rewarded or punished according to their works (see 
Romans 2:11; Colossians 3:25).  Indeed, even though “the Lord esteemeth all flesh in one,” as Nephi reminded us, 
“he that is righteous is favored of God” (1 Nephi 17:35). 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 309 
 
2 Nephi 26:29 
What is priestcraft? 
 Priesthood and priestcraft are two opposites; one is of God, the other of the devil.  When ministers claim but do 
not possess the priesthood; when they set themselves up as lights to their congregations, but do not preach the pure 
and full gospel; when their interest is in gaining personal popularity and financial gain, rather than in caring for the 
poor and ministering to the wants and needs of their fellow men—they are engaged, in a greater or lesser degree, in 
the practice of priestcrafts. 
 Apostasy is born of priestcrafts (2 Ne. 10:5; 3 Ne. 16:10; D&C 33:4), for those who engage in them follow vain 
things, teach false doctrines, love riches, and aspire to personal honors. (Alma 1:12, 16.)  Men are commanded to 
repent of their priestcrafts (3 Ne. 30:2), and eventually, in the millennial day, these great evils will be done away. (3 
Ne. 21:19.) 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pp. 593-94 
 
2 Nephi 26:29 
Something to think about— 
 Priestcraft (selfishness) in our homes is our need to defend ourselves instead of the welfare of Zion or our family. 
Scott Anderson, CES Instructor at UVSC 
 
Set themselves up for a light 
 The Lord Jesus is the light (3 Nephi 18:24).  Men are at best mere reflections of that light, and then only when 
they are pure vessels, when the will of the servant is swallowed up in the will of the Master (see Mosiah 15:7).  When 
the servants of God have their eyes single to the glory of God, others are able to acknowledge their good works as of 
divine origin and thereafter glorify the Eternal Father and his Beloved Son (Matthew 5:16).  Such seek not a following 
but companionship with fellow followers of their Lord and Savior.  Christ is the central figure in the divine drama.  For 
us to use ourselves as the example of “the way, the truth, and the life” is to upstage the Lord, causing a spiritual 
eclipse: we thereby block the glory of heaven’s light.  “He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that 
seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him” (John 7:18). 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1 p. 310 
 
 
2 Nephi 26:30 
All men should have charity 
 The antidote to priestcraft is charity, which Mormon called the “pure love of Christ.”  Those who serve with 
charity do so with a pure heart, having no desire but to build up the kingdom of God and establish his righteousness.  
The charitable person is without envy, pride, or concern for personal honors (see Moroni 7:456, 47).  Charity is the 
anthem of Zion, priestcraft the psalm of Babylon, Elder Dallin H. Oaks counseled the Church that “it is not enough to 
serve God with all of our might and strength.  He who looks into our hearts and knows our minds demands more than 
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this.  In order to stand blameless before God at the last day, we must also serve him with all our heart and 
mind….Such service must be free of selfish ambition.  It must be motivated only by the pure love of Christ.” (CR, 
October 1984, p. 16.) 
Ibid 
 
2 Nephi 26:31 
If they labor for money they shall perish 
 That seems to be a difficult assertion, since our Lord himself (Luke 10:7) teaches that “the laborer is worthy of 
his hire,” and James, the Apostle and (probably) brother of our Lord, in his epistle (5:4, 5) severely rebukes the 
wealthy property owners for withholding the wages due the laborers, contrary to the Mosaic law (Deut. 24:14, 15), 
which prescribes that servants to be paid promptly. 
 “Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren or of thy 
strangers that are in the land within thy gates; at his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down 
upon it; for he is poor and setteth his heart upon it; lest he cry against thee unto the Lord, and it be sin unto thee.” 
 Our Lord does certainly not condemn the wage system, either in Zion or elsewhere, if it is practiced in 
righteousness, for the benefit of his people.  But he puts the mark of disapproval upon the sordid materialism that has 
no higher alm than the making and hoarding of money for selfish purposes.  We can, I believe, safely read: “If they 
labor for money”—only—“they shall perish.” 
Sjodahl & Reynolds, Commentary on BOM, Vol 1, p. 388 
 
They Should Not Lie 
 There is, perhaps, no crime more common among men.  In this paragraph, prevarication, as it is sometimes 
called, politely, is placed where it rightly belongs, between murder and stealing.  Good old Wm. Paley, in his 
Philosophy, justly condemns even so-called “white lies,” thus: “They always introduce others of a darker complexion.”  
I have, he says further, “seldom known anyone who deserted truth in trifles, that could be trusted in matters of 
importance!”  The habit of lying, he adds, “is easily extended to serve the designs of malice or interest; like all habits, 
it spreads indeed of itself.” 
 In other words, there may be harmless “white lies,” as there are guns “not loaded”; but neither white lies nor 
guns are safe toys to play with. 
 “They Should Not Steal.”  All acts of dishonesty in the dealings of a person with God, with society in its entirety 
or in smaller lawful organizations, or with individuals, are theft.  They are prohibited because they are an injury to our 
neighbor, or neighbors, or (in the case of stealing from God) to ourselves.  Opinions may differ as to how far it may 
be permissible to go in the furtherance of personal interests, but our Lord has given us the well known, perfect, 
“golden” rule: “All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the Law 
and the Prophets.” (Matt. 7:12; Luke 6:31, 3, 3 Ne. 14:12.) 
Ibid, p. 388-389 
 
2 Nephi 26:32 
Thou shalt not covet (or envy) 
 It may be that this commandment has even greater relevance in today’s materialistic world than it did in Moses’ 
day.  In our modern society that seems to urge people to satisfy their every desire, obedience to the tenth 
commandment affords us spiritual and temporal protection from the effects of a host of other evils.  For example, 
when we faithfully abstain from covetousness, we will not fall into the traps of adultery or theft, for we will be free of 
the unrighteous desires that precede those sins.  Thus, the commandment “Thou shalt not covet” is intrinsically 
related to all of the other commandments. 

27 

28 

29 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                                  2 Nephi 26 

Page 8 of 9 

 To understand the meaning of the word covet as it is used in the tenth commandment, we must focus on what 
and why we covet.  The word itself is used in both negative and positive senses in the Bible, and its application 
depends on the root word from which the English is translated.  The Hebrew word translated as covet in Exodus 
20:17 is lo takhmodh, which denotes an inordinate, consuming, selfish desire, arising from improper or evil motives.  
In the New Testament, however, the word appears in a very positive sense as Paul admonishes the Corinthians to 
“covet earnestly the best gifts” (1 Cor. 12:31).  Covet here is taken from the Greek word zeloo, which comes from the 
same root as our English word zealous and connotes a passionate desire to acquire something. 
Brent L. Top, Thou Shalt Not Covet 
 
They Should Not  “Malice” is defined as a disposition to injure another.  In law it is a willfully formed plan to do 
damage to another.  The Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 5:8) compares “malice” and “wickedness” to a leaven, and mentions as 
their opposites, “sincerity” and “truth.”  Malice, then, is a hideous sin.  As all sin it is contagious.  It has an influence 
for evil on all who come in close contact with the sinner. 
Sjodahl & Reynolds, Commentary on BOM, Vol 1 p. 390 
 
2 Nephi 26:33 
 …To proclaim the truth that each individual is a child of God and important in his sight; that he is entitled to 
freedom of thought, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly; that he has the right to worship God according to the 
dictates of his conscience.  In this positive declaration, we imply that organizations or churches which deprive the 
individual of these inherent rights are not in harmony with God’s will nor with his revealed word. 
David O. McKay, CR, Apr. 1954, “Civil Rights” 
 
 During recent months, both in Salt Lake City and across the nation, considerable interest has been expressed in 
the position of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on the matter of civil rights.  We should like it to be 
known that there is in this Church no doctrine, belief, or practice that is intended to deny the enjoyment of full civil 
rights by any person regardless of race, color, or creed. 
 We say again, as we have said many times before, that we believe that all men are the children of the same 
God, and that it is a moral evil for any person or group of persons to deny any human being the right to gainful 
employment, or full educational opportunity, and to every privilege of citizenship, just as it is a moral evil to deny him 
the right to worship according to the dictates of his own conscience. 
 We have consistently and persistently upheld the Constitution of the United States, and as far as we are 
concerned this means upholding the constitutional rights of every citizen of the United States. 
 We call upon all men, everywhere, both within and outside the Church, to commit themselves to the 
establishment of full civil equality for all of God’s children.  Anything less than this defeats our high ideal of the 
brotherhood of man 
Hugh B. Brown, CR, Oct. 1963; or Improvement Era, Dec. 1963, 1058 
 
2 Nephi 26 
Conclusion 
 Just as the consequences of the war in heaven were severe and decisive, so also are the consequences of that 
war, which is now transferred to earth, equally severe and decisive.  Neither conflict was a practice session; both are 
real, and both are of such a nature that every person is involved and affected.  In neither war could there be a neutral 
ground.  Why is that?  Because when a task must be performed by a certain time, and the consequences are crucial, 
so-called neutrality by an able-bodied person is an aid and advantage to the enemy.  Neutrality under such 
circumstances renders comfort and assistance to the opposite side.  Such feigned neutrality is twice measured, not 
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only in the help it gives the opposition, but in the lack of help that could have been given had the person chosen a 
side.  Not to take a stand is in effect taking a stand for the opposition. 
Robert J. Matthews, “Two Ways of the World,” Studies in Scripture, Vol 1 p. 150 
 
 Elder Carlos E. Asay said:  “We, like Israel of old, must rivet our eyes and minds upon…Christ if we hope to gain 
eternal life….Our looks must not be allowed to wander across the way or to become fixed upon the perishable things 
of the world.  The eye…must be trained to look upward.  We must look to God and live!” 
In Conference Report, Oct. 1978, 81; or Ensign, Nov. 1978, 54 
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