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2 Nephi 25:1 
The Prophetic Language 
 We may here note some peculiarities of the prophetic language, “the manner of prophesying among the Jews.” 
 The prophets sometimes speak of future events as present, because they are present to them in their visions.  
For instance, “Unto us a Child is born” (Isa. 9:6). 
 Similarly, they sometimes speak of the future as already past.  For instance: “He hath borne our grief and carried 
our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted” (Isa. 53:4). 
 Another peculiarity is that the prophets sometimes group together future events very much as one combines 
stars into constellations in the wide expanse, according to their apparent position to an observer on earth, rather than 
their actual distance from each other.  We have seen an example of this in the prophecies (see Isa. 10 and 11), 
where the prophet speaks of the deliverance from Assyrian captivity and the deliverance by the Messiah, still future, 
as closely following, one upon the other.  This peculiarity is very striking in the prophecies of our Lord concerning the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the “end of the world.” 
 Nephi claimed to understand the prophecies, not only because he, himself, had the Spirit of prophecy (v. 4), but 
because he had lived in Jerusalem and was familiar with the religious observances of the Jews, their national 
customs, habits and history (v. 5), and the topographical surroundings of Jerusalem (v. 6).  Without this knowledge 
the prophetic word is to a large extent unintelligible. 
 Prophecies are often uttered in figurative, or symbolic, terms…. 
 In this introduction Nephi explains that he has not been prompted to teach his people many things concerning 
the manners of the Jews, including, of course, the prophetic terms (v. 2), because their works were the works of 
darkness.  That he refers to his people in the Land of Nephi, and not to the Jews in Palestine, must be inferred from 
the fact that he, in verse 5, makes this statement, “I know that the Jews do understand the things of the prophets.”  
He, therefore speaks of another class of people, gathered around him in his new American settlement. 
George Reynolds, Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on BOM, Vol 1, p. 370 
 
2 Nephi 25:2 
Jews 
 The name indicated first of all a man of the kingdom of Judah, as distinguished from persons belonging to the 
northern kingdom of Israel.  Its first chronological occurrence in the bible is in 2 Kgs. 16:6, about 740 BC.  It has 
become customary to use the word Jew to refer to all the descendants of Jacob, but this is a mistake.  It should be 
limited to those of the kingdom of Judah or, more especially today, those of the tribe of Judah and his associates.  
Thus all Jews are Israelites, but not all Israelites are Jews, because there are descendants of the other tribes of 
Israel also upon the earth (cf. 2 Nephi 33:8). 
Bible Dictionary, p. 713 
 
 Thus at the time of the Babylonian captivity, which is essentially the beginning point of the major story of the 
Book of Mormon, even descendants of the other tribes, including Ephraim and Manasseh, were considered by some 
to be Jews if they were of the house of Israel living in Jerusalem.  Thus, Nephi refers to himself and his descendants 
as being “of the Jews.” 
Daniel H. Ludlow, The Message to the Jews 
 
2 Nephi 25:1-7 
Nephi explains how to better understand Isaiah 

1.  Listen to the words of modern prophets (v. 4). 
2. Seek for the “spirit of prophecy” (v. 4). 
3. Understand the manners and customs of the Jews (v. 5). 

1 

2 

3 

4 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                                    2 Nephi 25 

Page 2 of 9 

4. Know the geography (v. 6). 
Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 92 
 
2 Nephi 25:9 
 When…ancient kingdoms and peoples became wicked and corrupt,…the Lord raised up prophets to warn them; 
and these prophets…warned these nations and cities of the judgments that would overtake them. 
Wilford Woodruff, in Collected Discourses, 1:242 
 
2 Nephi 25:10-19 
What events did Nephi prophesy about? 
Destruction of Jerusalem by Babylon (v. 10) 
Jews carried away captive (v. 10) 
Some Jews return from Babylon to Jerusalem (v. 11) 
Christ will be born among the Jews (v. 12) 
He will be rejected by the Jews (v. 12) 
They will crucify Jesus (v. 13) 
After three days he will be resurrected (v. 13) 
Jerusalem will be destroyed again (v. 14) 
The Jews will then be scattered among all nations (v. 15) 
The Jews will be scourged by many nations for many generations (v. 16) 
They will be scourged until they believe in Christ (v. 16) 
Then the Lord will gather them (v. 17) 
They shall have his scriptures (v. 18) 
The scriptures will convince them that Jesus is the Christ (v. 18) 
Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 92-93 
 
2 Nephi 25:13 
“With healing in his wings” 
 He…came with healing in his wings, to bear the sorrows and sickness of the people. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mortal Messiah, 2:301 
 
2 Nephi 25:14 
“Jerusalem shall be destroyed” 
 This was done by the Romans under Titus, 70 A.D.  Jesus, who foresaw what the consequences of Hebrew 
politics would be, wept when he took a last look at the city, before his passion.  And well might he weep.  The city at 
the time of the destruction, was overfilled with visitors who had come to celebrate a yearly festival.  Suddenly the 
gates were closed and the multitudes were trapped.  Food supplies were consumed.  A difference of opinion between 
the dominant parties, concerning the defense, developed into a civil war.  Pharisees, Sadducees and Zealots fought 
each other, with sword and fire.  The Zealots took charge of the temple grounds and massacred the priests at the 
altars.  When the food supplies were finished, famine added horrors to the situation.  Cases of cannibalism were 
observed under heart-rending circumstances, as when mothers were slaying their own children.  When, finally, the 
Roman soldiers gained an entrance into the city, they strewed the streets with corpses.  It is estimated that 1,100,000 
perished in this insane conflict.  When Titus was lauded for his victory, he disclaimed all honor for it.  He was, he 
said, only an instrument of divine retribution. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, edited and arranged by Philip C. Reynolds, 7 vols., 1:, p.376 
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2 Nephi 25:15 
“Jews shall be scattered” 
 Although the city and the temple had been destroyed and thousands of the inhabitants were driven into foreign 
lands, some of the exiles returned sixty years later, led by a pretender to Messianic authority.  These tried again to 
defy Rome.  A war began which lasted two years.  It is claimed that 580,000 of the people fell in this conflict, besides 
those who perished by famine, pestilence and fire.  At that time, it is said, fifty cities were totally destroyed, and 
Judaea was left a desert.  From that time Jews have been a foreign element in nearly every country on earth, in Asia, 
in Europe, in Africa and America.  According to the decree of Emperor Hadrian, Jews were prohibited, on pain of 
death, to enter Jerusalem. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, edited and arranged by Philip C. Reynolds, 7 vols., 1:, p.376 - 
377 
 
2 Nephi 25:16 
“With pure hearts and clean hands” 
 Joseph Smith taught that one of the primary reasons for gathering Israel was to construct temples so that the 
ordinances of salvation and the glories of God’s kingdom might be revealed to the chosen lineage (Teachings, pp. 
307-8).  Those who are able to ascend the hill of the Lord (Psalm 24:3-4) and go up to the mountain of the Lord’s 
house (Isaiah 2:2; D&C 84:2-3)—those who have accepted the true Messiah and cleansed themselves sufficiently to 
enter the temple of the Lord worthily—these are they who have gathered in the highest spiritual sense. 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol 1 p. 287 
 
“For another Messiah” 
 Even those in the Christian world today who profess allegiance to Jesus Christ have not received him in the 
fullest sense: the greatest evidence of a modern people’s inability to read and discern the signs of the times is their 
failure to accept The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as the predicted kingdom of God on earth.  Elder 
Bruce R. McConkie asked the following questions of the religious world: “Who will believe our words, and who will 
hear our message?  Who will honor the name of Joseph Smith and accept the gospel restored through his 
instrumentality? 
 “We answer: the same people who would have believed the words of the Lord Jesus and the ancient Apostles 
and prophets had they lived in their day. 
 “If you believe the words of Joseph Smith, you would have believed what Jesus and the ancients said. 
 “If you reject Joseph Smith and his message, you would have rejected Peter and Paul and their message. 
 “If you accept the prophets whom the Lord sends in your day, you also accept the Lord who sent them. 
 “If you reject the restored gospel and find fault with the plan of salvation taught by those whom God hath sent in 
these last days, you would have rejected those same teachings as they fell from the lips of the prophets and Apostles 
of old.” 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol 1 p. 288 
 
2 Nephi 25:16-17 
Gathering (second time) 
 The gathering of Israel is first spiritual and second temporal.  It is spiritual in that the lost sheep of Israel are first 
“restored to the true church and fold of God,” meaning that they come to a true knowledge of the God of Israel, 
accept the gospel which he has restored in latter-days, and join the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  It is 
temporal in that these converts are then “gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and…established in all their 
lands of promise.” (2 Ne. 9:2; 25:15-18; Jer. 16:14-21), meaning that the house of Joseph will be established in 
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America, the house of Judah in Palestine, and that the Lost Tribes will come to Ephraim in America to receive their 
blessings in due course (D&C 133). 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 280 
 
 In that day when Israel remembers their God—that is, accepts Jesus as the Christ—then he will remember them 
and the covenants which he made with their fathers.  This spiritual gathering must precede the temporal gathering. 
R. Millet and J. F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:148 
 
 Certainly one of the major messages of the 25th chapter of 2 Nephi is concerned with this general topic of the 
gathering and restoration of Israel, with a specific message and invitation to the descendants of Judah to gather back 
to the true fold of the Shepherd of Israel.  As some of you will recall, within a month of the death of President Kimball 
and the reorganization of the First Presidency in 1985, a special statement from the First Presidency was published 
under the title: “An invitation to come back” (LDS Church News [22 Dec 1985] 3).  As most of us read this stirring 
invitation, we thought primarily of those who had previously been members of the Church in this dispensation but 
who may have wandered from the fold because of inactivity or had even left the fold through disfellowshipment or 
excommunication.  However, as you reread here some of the words of this invitation by the First Presidency, I would 
invite you to think of them as extending to the descendants of those of prior dispensations—including the Jewish 
people and others who have not yet accepted the fullness of the gospel.  These words include the following: 

 
 We rejoice in the blessings that come of membership and activity in this Church whose head is the Son of God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  In deep sincerity we express our love and gratitude for our brethren and sisters everywhere…. 
 To those who have ceased activity and to those who have become critical, we say “Come back.  Come back and feast at the table 
of the Lord, and taste again the sweet and satisfying fruits of fellowship with the saints.” 
 We are confident that many have longed to return, but have felt awkward about doing so.  We assure you that you will find open 
arms to receive you and willing hands to assist you. 
 This is the…season when we honor the birth of the Lord who gave His life for the sins of all.  We know there are many who carry 
heavy burdens of guilt and bitterness.  To such we say, “Set them aside and give heed to the words of the Savior: ‘Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
 “’Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
 “’For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’” (Matthews 11:28-30) 
 We plead with you.  Pray for you.  We invite and welcome you with love and appreciation. 

Sincerely your brethren, 
The First Presidency 
Ezra Taft Benson 
Gordon B. Hinckley 
Thomas S. Monson 

 
 To me, this is essentially the message to the Jews that was given by Nephi in his writings: 
 Come back.  Come back and feast at the table of the Lord, and taste again the sweet and satisfying fruits of 
fellowship….We plead with you.  We pray for you.  We invite and welcome you with love and appreciation. 
 May this inspired invitation be truly received. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, The Message to the Jews 
 
2 Nephi 25:18 
Role of BOM 
 Do eternal consequences rest upon our response to this book?  Yes, either to our blessing or our condemnation.  
Every Latter-day Saint should make the study of this book a lifetime pursuit.  Otherwise he is placing his soul in 
jeopardy and neglecting that which could give spiritual and intellectual unity to his whole life.  There is a difference 
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between a convert who is built on the rock of Christ through the Book of Mormon and stays hold of that iron rode, and 
one who is not. 
Ezra Taft Benson, A Witness and a Warning, pp. 7-8 
 
 For me there could be no more impelling reason for reading the Book of Mormon than this statement of the Lord 
that we shall be judged by what is written in it. 
Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, Apr. 1960, pp. 110-111 
 
 If the early Saints were rebuked for treating the Book of Mormon lightly, [D&C 84:54-57] are we under any less 
condemnation if we do the same? 
Ezra Taft Benson, Ensign, Nov. 1986, pp. 4-5 
 
2 Nephi 25:23 
Grace & Works 
 The Savior’s blood, His atonement, will save us, but only after we have done all we can to save ourselves by 
keeping His commandments. 
Harold B. Lee, Ye Are the Light of the World, p. 245 
 
 All mortals have been saved from the permanence of death through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 
15:22).  As to salvation from sin and the consequences of sin, our answer to the question of whether or not we have 
been saved is “yes, but with conditions.”  Our third article of faith declares our belief: “We believe that through the 
Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel” (Articles of 
Faith, 1:3)….The New Testament frequently refers to the grace of God and to salvation by grace (e.g., John 1:17; 
Acts 15:11; Eph. 2:8).  But it also has many specific commandments on personal behavior, and many references to 
the importance of works (e.g., Matt. 5:16; Eph. 2:10; James 2:14-17).  In addition, the Savior taught that we must 
endure to the end in order to be saved (see Matt. 10:22; Mark 13:13). 
Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, May 1998, p. 55 
 
 Salvation—which is exaltation or eternal life—comes through the merits and mercy and condescensions of God: 
it comes by grace.  It is a divine gift made available through the love of the Father and the selfless sacrifice of the 
Son.  There are many things which are simply beyond the power of man to bring to pass.  Man can neither create nor 
redeem himself; such activities require the intervention of beings greater than he… 
 There are those who contend that man is saved by grace alone, and that no works of any kind are of value.  
Such persons might reconstruct Nephi’s language as follows: “We are saved by grace; after all, what can we 
do?”…On the other hand, there are those who become so obsessed with their own “works-righteousness,” with their 
own goodness, that they do not look to Christ….It is only after a person has so performed a lifetime of works and 
faithfulness—only after he has come to deny himself of all ungodliness and every worldly lust00that the grace of God, 
that spiritual increment of power, is efficacious…. 
 “Salvation is free (2 Nephi 2:4).  Justification is free,” wrote Bruce R. McConkie.  “Neither of them can be 
purchased; neither can be earned; neither comes by the law of Moses, or by good works, or by any power or ability 
that man has….Salvation is free, freely available, freely to be found.  It comes because of his goodness and grace, 
because of his love, mercy, and condescension toward the children of men.”  Continuing, Elder McConkie explained, 
“Free salvation is salvation by grace.  The questions then are: What salvation is free?  What salvation comes by the 
grace of God?  With all the emphasis of the rolling thunders of Sinai, we answer: All salvation is free; all comes by 
the merits and mercy and grace of the Holy Messiah; there is no salvation of any kind, nature, or degree that is not 
bound to Christ and his atonement” (Promised Messiah, pp. 346-347). 
R. Millet & J.F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:294-5 
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 One of the most fallacious doctrines originated by Satan and propounded by man is that man is saved alone by 
the grace of God; that belief in Jesus Christ alone is all that is needed for salvation….One passage in the Book of 
Mormon, written perhaps…to stress and induce appreciation for the gracious gift of salvation offered on condition of 
obedience…is particularly enlightening: “For we labor diligently to write, to persuade our children, and also our 
brethren, to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all 
we can do” (2 Nephi 25:23; italics added)…. 
 …However good a person’s works, he could not be saved had Jesus not died for his and everyone else’s sins.  
And however powerful the saving grace of Christ, it brings exaltation to no man who does not comply with the works 
of the gospel. 
 Of course we need to understand terms.  If by the word salvation is meant the mere salvation or redemption from 
the grave, the “grace of God” is sufficient.  But if the term salvation means returning to the presence of God with 
eternal progression, eternal increase, and eventual godhood, for this one certainly must have the “grace of God,” as it 
is generally defined, plus personal purity, overcoming of evil, and the good “works” made so important in the 
exhortations of the Savior and his prophets and apostles. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, pp. 70-71 
 
 The two major hazards of pitting faith against works as though they were competitors are (1) antinomianism and 
(2) do-it-yourself salvation.  Antinomianism is the scholars’ word for the talk without the walk—the belief that grace 
removes from us any obligation to do good works or that merely saying “Christ is Lord” will guarantee salvation even 
for wicked and unfaithful Christians.  Do-it-yourself salvation is my term for the belief that we save ourselves, that we 
“work out our own salvation” without grace and without being justified through faith in Christ.  Theologically we walk a 
tightrope between these two equally disagreeable extremes.  The finished product of the covenant relationship, 
neither all grace nor all works, is a faithful Christian saved in the kingdom of God through the grace of Christ.  
Without the grace of Christ there is no salvation.  But without our faithfulness there is no salvation either.  Like two 
blades of the scissors, to borrow C. S. Lewis’s analogy, both grace and works must b e part of the process.  That is 
why the relationship is described in the scriptures as a covenant rather than a gift of grace alone or a reward for 
works alone.  The saved are involved in the salvation process and contribute to it because they are involved in the 
covenant and must “keep:” it.  Leave out grace or leave out our own efforts and desire, and you are left with only one 
half of the scissors—not enough to do the job.  Latter-day Saints do not reject the proposition that we are saved by 
grace.  We do, however, reject the proposition that grace can save us against our will or without our consent or while 
we rebel against Christ. 
Stephen E. Robinson, Following Christ: The Parable of the Divers and More Good News [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1995], 91 
 
 Stephen E. Robinson tells the “parable of the bicycle,” illustrating how grace and works function in concert to 
qualify one for salvation.  His little daughter wanted a bicycle.  He told her that if she saved all her money she would 
someday have enough to buy a bike.  After several weeks she had saved sixty-one cents and wanted to go to the 
store.  At the bike shop she saw the price of the bike she wanted and realized with great disappointment that she 
might not ever have enough money. 
 Her father told her, “’You give me everything you’ve got, the whole sixty-one cents, and a hug and a kiss, and 
this bike is yours.’” 
 “…She gave me a big hug and a kiss and handed over the sixty-one cents….It occurred to me that this was a 
parable for the atonement of Christ. 
 “…We want the kingdom of God….But the horrible price—perfect performance—is hopelessly beyond our 
means….At some point…we realize what the full price of admission into that kingdom is…and then we despair. 
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 “But…when we finally realize our inability to perfect and save ourselves…the Savior steps in and says, ‘So 
you’ve done all you can do, but it’s not enough.  Well, don’t despair….You give me…all you can do, and I will provide 
the rest.” 
Stephen E. Robinson, Believing Christ, 32-33 
 
2 Nephi 25:24 
Notwithstanding we believe in Christ, we keep the law 
 As explained earlier (see commentary on 2 Nephi 5:10), the Nephites lived the Law of Moses in the sense that 
they obeyed the endless ethical laws and abided by the myriad moral restrictions (Promised Messiah, p. 427).  They 
keep the Ten Commandments.  They observed the law of animal sacrifice.  But theirs was not a Levitical life-style; 
they had the higher priesthood and the everlasting gospel.  Their vision was more keen than that of their Old World 
kinsmen—they were able to recognize the person and powers and religion of Christ the Lord behind the ritual of the 
preparatory gospel. 
R. Millet and J.F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:296 
 
2 Nephi 25:24-25 
“We keep the law of Moses” 
 The Nephites lived the Law of Moses in the sense that they obeyed the endless ethical laws and abided by the 
myriad moral restrictions.  They kept the Ten Commandments.  They observed the law of animal sacrifice.  But theirs 
was not a Levitical life-style; they had the higher priesthood and the everlasting gospel.  Their vision was more keen 
than that of their Old World kinsmen—they were able to recognize the person and powers and religion of Christ the 
Lord behind the ritual of the preparatory gospel….Inasmuch as the Nephites had the spiritual maturity to see beyond 
the type—to look beyond the Law of the Lawgiver, to penetrate the myriad means to the great end—it was with them 
as if there was no Law of Moses, no lesser or preparatory gospel.  Life was and is and forever will be in Christ. 
Ibid 
 
2 Nephi 25:26 
D&C 6:36:  Look unto me in every thought; doubt not, fear not. 
 Let us follow the Son of God in all ways and in all walks of life.  Let us make him our exemplar and our guide.  
We should at every opportunity ask ourselves, “What would Jesus do?” and then be more courageous to act upon 
the answer.  We must follow Christ, in the best sense of that word.  We must be about his work as he was about his 
Father’s.  We should try to be like him… 
 We must know Christ better than we know him; we must remember him more often than we remember him; we 
must serve him more valiantly than we serve him.  Then we will drink water springing up unto eternal life and will eat 
the bread of life. 
Howard W. Hunter, “What Manner of Men Ought Ye to Be?” Ensign, May 1994, p. 64 
 
 I am one of his witnesses, and in a coming day I shall feel the nail marks in his hands and in his feet and shall 
wet his feet with my tears.  But I shall not know any better then than I know now that He is God’s Almighty Son, that 
He is our Savior and Redeemer, and that salvation comes in and through His atoning blood and in no other way. 
Bruce R. McConkie, April Conference, 1985 
 
2 Nephi 25:26-28 
 When we awake and are born of God, a new day will break and Zion will be redeemed.  May we be convinced 
that Jesus is the Christ, choose to follow Him, be changed for Him, captained by Him, consumed in Him, and born 
again. 
Ezra Taft Benson, “Born of God,” Ensign, July 1989, p. 15 
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2 Nephi 25:29 
Ye must…worship him 
 Elder Bruce R. McConkie has written that “in addition to worshiping the Father, our great and eternal Head, by 
whose word men are, there is a sense in which we worship the Son.  We pay divine honor, reverence, and homage 
to him because of his atoning sacrifice, because immortality and eternal life come through him.  He does not replace 
the Father in receiving reverence, honor, and respect, but he is worthy to receive all the praise and glory that our 
whole souls have power to possess.” (Promised Messiah, p. 566.) 
 Jesus Christ, after having detailed how it was that he had received divine assistance as he gave of himself to 
others (“grace for grace”), as well as how he as our Exemplar developed line upon line in his growth toward the 
fulness of the glory of the Father (“from grace to grace”), concluded: “I give unto you these sayings that you may 
understand and know how to worship, and know what you worship, that you may come unto the Father in my name, 
and in due time receive of his fulness.  For if you keep my commandments you shall receive of his fulness, and be 
glorified in me as I am in the Father; therefore, I say unto you, you shall receive grace for grace.” (D&C 93:19-20; 
italics added.)  As set forth in the foregoing revelation, we worship the Son in that we seek to be like him.  We 
worship him in that we strive to pattern our lives after his.  That is to say, “perfect worship is emulation.  We honor 
those whom we imitate.  The most perfect way of worship is to be holy as Jehovah is holy.  It is to be pure as Christ 
is pure.  It is to do the things that enable us to become like the Father.”  In summary, we worship Christ “by going 
from grace to grace, until we receive the fulness of the Father and are glorified in light and truth as is the case with 
our Pattern and Prototype, the Promised Messiah.” (Promised Messiah, pp. 568-69.) 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol 1, p. 298-99 
 
2 Nephi 25 
Conclusion 
 …The children of Christ know whose they are, whence they came, why they are here, and what manner of men 
and women they are to become (2 Peter 3:11; 3 Nephi 27:27).  Still, the children of Christ, like Alma, will “long to be 
there” in the “royal courts on high” (Alma 36:22; “O My Father,” Hymns #292).  It is the only destination that really 
matters.  Resplendent reunion awaits us!  Brothers and sisters, what is more natural and more wonderful than 
children going home?  Especially to a home where the past, the present, and the future form an everlasting and 
eternal now! (D&C 38:2; 130:7; TPJS, 220). 
 Therefore, let us do as King Benjamin urged us: 
 Believe in God; believe that he is, and that he created all things, both in heaven and in earth; believe that he has 
all wisdom, and all power, both in heaven and in earth; believe that man doth not comprehend all the things which the 
Lord can comprehend. (Mosiah 4:6, 9.) 
 I ask you, as I ask myself as I prepare to close, as we think of the discipleship involved in becoming the children 
of Christ, brothers, and sisters, how can there be refining fires without some heat?  How can we develop greater 
patience without some instructive waiting?  How can we develop more empathy without first bearing one another’s 
burdens?  Not only that their burdens may be lightened, but that we thereby may be enlightened through greater 
empathy.  How can we have increased individual faith without some customized uncertainty in our lives?  How can 
we learn to live in cheerful insecurity without some insecurity?  How can there be the later magnification without 
some present deprivation? 
 Except we are thus tutored, how else shall we grow spiritually to become the men and women of Christ?  In this 
brief mortality, therefore, there is so much to do; reveries, even deserved reveries, are often rudely elbowed aside by 
tutoring adversities.  Meanwhile, as faithful children, the challenge is will we prove ourselves, in King Benjamin’s 
phrase, “willing to submit” (Mosiah 3:19). 

29 

30 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                                    2 Nephi 25 

Page 9 of 9 

 Finally, I should like to leave my own witness with you.  In my life, whichever way I turn, brethren and sisters, 
there looms “Jesus!  Name of Wondrous Love!” (The Choirbook 24-27).  He is our fully atoning and our fully 
comprehending Savior.  And in the words of scripture, there is none like unto him (see Ex 8:10; Ps 86:8; Jer 10:6-7). 
 Whether taught in the holy scriptures or in the holy temples, his gospel is remarkable.  Whether it concerns the 
nature of God, the nature of man, the nature of the universe, the nature of this mortal experience, it is remarkable.  
His gospel is stunning in its interior consistency; it is breathtaking in its exterior expansiveness.  Rather than being 
without the gospel in a mortal maze, “I Stand All Amazed” (Hymns #193) at the wonders of that gospel, that we 
should be privileged to be his children! 
 Whatever my experiences, the spiritual facts which have emerged from these encompass me.  They encompass 
me and echo the words of King Benjamin about “the goodness of God, and his matchless power, and his wisdom, 
and his patience, and his long-suffering towards the children of men” (Mosiah 4:6). 
 Every one of God’s virtues I have counted on, I count on now, I will count on again, whether it is his long-
suffering, his matchless power, or his goodness, and so do you.  Those are the very virtues that must come, in a 
measure, to be ours, brothers and sisters.  This is the journey of discipleship.  We must, like the prodigal son, arise 
and go to our Father and be prepared for that resplendent reunion.  And we can hasten the journey only in so far as 
we hasten the process of becoming like him, as the children of Christ going home.  For his help in my personal 
journey, I plead, and for his help for you.  You are the leaven for mankind, and all the winds of political freedom that 
blow, that can bring great blessings with them, intrinsically carry within them the added prospects that the children of 
Christ will be able to reach out to more of their brothers and sisters on this planet with this wondrous message—as 
we “survey the wondrous cross.” 
 May it be so, I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Children of Christ 


