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2 Nephi 24:1 
Israel set in their own land 
 Perhaps another dual prophecy—King Cyrus of Persia will allow the Jews to return from Babylonian captivity in 
537 B.C.; this may also refer to the latter-day gathering of Israel, in which modern covenant Israel will receive help 
from the Gentiles. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 155 
 
2 Nephi 24:2-3 
 In the original text of this verse there were 18 words which have been left out of the King James Version.  The 
brass plates contained these words and clarified three others: “And the people shall take them and bring them to their 
place; YEA, FROM FAR UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; AND THEY SHALL RETURN TO THEIR LANDS [note 
the plural] OF PROMISE.  And the house of Israel shall possess them, and the land of the Lord SHALL BE for 
servants and handmaids and they shall take them captives UNTO WHOM they were captives; and they shall rule 
over their oppressors” (2 Nephi 24:2; emphasis added). 
 Note how extensive the gathering will be.  Also note that the two lands of promise (Palestine and America) will 
be exclusively for the servants and handmaids of the Lord.  Those who formerly persecuted the people of Israel will 
now find themselves depending on the children of Israel for the administration of the government in righteousness. 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984], 275-76 
 
 These verses were fulfilled when Cyrus the Great of Persia issued an order allowing all captive people in 
Babylon to return to their place of origin.  The first group of Jews returned in 538 B.C. and started to rebuild Jerusalem 
and Judea.  Another great exodus of Jews began in 520 B.C., and the group eventually was able to rebuild the walls 
of Jerusalem, the city itself, and the temple.  Later, under the Maccabees (167-70 B.C.), the Jews enjoyed autonomy 
and prosperity, being so successful that they began to proselyte other people in the area and to grow in numbers.  
Indeed, the body of Jews grew into the millions by the time of Christ; while Babylon became desolate, Judea 
flourished…. 
 These verses can also find two fulfillments in the latter days.  First, they may refer to The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, whose missionary work spreads to all nations and prepares for the peaceful conditions under 
which the Savior will establish his kingdom at the time of his second coming.  Second, these verses may refer to the 
modern-day return of the Jews to the Holy Land and their building of the modern state of Israel.  However, the full 
blessings of these verses will not be realized until the second coming of Christ, when the Jews will accept him as 
their Savior. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 186 
 
2 Nephi 24:4-21 
Taunt-Song 
 These verses begin the taunt-song aimed at the once-powerful king of Babylon.  Even the trees rejoice in the 
demise of this once-powerful king.  Although the historical context of these verses is couched in ancient Babylon, the 
application extends to the latter days as well.  It could apply to the ultimate removal of any wicked leader, particularly 
Satan.  He will be bound at the commencement of the Millennium, reducing him to the role of a powerless prisoner 
for one thousand years (see D&C 88:110). 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 136-137 
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 Verses 4 through 21 are generally considered to be a poem, which Dr. Sidney B. Sperry called “one of the finest 
examples of Hebrew poetry in the Bible.”  While the poem contains a description of Satan as the ruler of spiritual 
Babylon, the message is a dual one.  Satan, of course, is described under the guise of the ancient king of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
 This section of the poem describes the beginning of the Millennium, when Satan will be bound and the earth will 
rest.  The reference is to rulers who have come under the influence of Satan, and not solely to Nebuchadnezzar or 
one of his successors.  The binding of Satan at the beginning of the thousand years is also prophesied in the New 
Testament.  An angel laid hold of Satan “and bound him a thousand years” (Revelation 20:1-3; see also D&C 88:110; 
101:28).  The Book of Mormon says that “because of the righteousness of his [the Lord’s] people, Satan has no 
power; wherefore, he cannot be loosed for the space of many years; for he hath no power over the hearts of the 
people, for they dwell in righteousness, and the Holy One of Israel reigneth” (1 Nephi 22:26).  Therefore, three 
different volumes of scripture testify of his being bound, and Nephi quotes “the prophet,” probably Isaiah since he had 
previously been quoting him, saying “the time cometh speedily that Satan shall have no more power over the hearts 
of the children of men.” (1 Nephi 22:15). 
Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote this Record, p. 702 
 
2 Nephi 24:4-8 
Babylon—How Hath the Oppressor Ceased 
 The traits and the behavior which Isaiah denounces as the worst of vices are without exception those of 
successful people…The very wickedest people in the Book of Mormon are the Zoramites.  A very proud, 
independent, courageous, industrious, enterprising, patriotic, prosperous, people who attended strictly to their weekly 
religious duties with the proper observance of dress standards.  Thanking God for all he had given them and bearing 
testimony to his goodness.  They were sustained in all their doings by a perfectly beautiful self-image.  Well, what is 
wrong with any of that?  There is just one thing that spoils it all and that is the very thing that puts Israel in bad with 
the Lord….and yet…By far the commonest charge Isaiah brings against the wicked is “oppression” ashaq.  The word 
means to choke, to grab by the neck and squeeze, grasp, or press, to take the fullest advantage of someone in your 
power, in short, to maximize profits.  It is all centralized in “Babylon…the golden city, the oppressor,” (14:4).  Which 
gives us instant insight into the social and economic structure of Isaiah’s world.  It is a competitive and predatory 
society, “Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough.  And (leaders) they are shepherds that cannot 
understand (they do not know what is going on0: because everyone is looking out for himself—“they all look to their 
own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter” (56:11). 
 The charge applies to our own day when “…every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own 
God, whose image is in the likeness of the world, and whose substance is that of an idol, which waxeth old and shall 
perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great which shall fall.” (D&C 1:16).  Babylon had flourished long before Isaiah’s 
day and it was to flourish long after….Its philosophy is no where better expressed than in the words of Korihor: 
“…every man fared in this life according to the management of the creature; therefore every man prospered 
according to his genius, and that every man conquered according to his strength…and whatsoever a man did was no 
crime” (Alma 30:17). 
Hugh W. Nibley, “Great Are the Words of Isaiah,” Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Provo, Utah: Religious Instruction, BYU, January 28, 1978] 
198-99 
 
 This section of the poem describes the beginning of the millennium, when Satan will be bound and the earth will 
rest.  The reference is to rulers who have come under the influence of Satan and not solely to Nebuchadnezzar or 
one of his successors.  The binding of Satan at the beginning of the thousand years is also prophesied in the New 
Testament (see Rev. 20:1-3), the Book of Mormon (see 1 Ne. 22:26), and the Doctrine and Covenants (see 43:31; 
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88:110; 101:28).  First Nephi 22:15 suggests that the prophecy of the binding of Satan used by Nephi may have been 
taken from Isaiah. 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 85 
 
 There were three notable occasions when this verse was literally fulfilled for the Jews.  The first was when they 
were liberated along with the rest of Israel from captivity and hard bondage under the Egyptians.  The second was 
when they were liberated from the Babylonians by Cyrus and the Persians.  The third has been in modern times 
when powerful dictators such as Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini established a policy of slave labor camps for Jews, 
and said they would eventually exterminate all Jews coming within their power.  In each of these instances the 
terrible desolation hanging over the people was suddenly lifted.  It was virtually unbelievable at first.  And so it will yet 
be when the Jews face their Armageddon.  After much tribulation, it will suddenly end.  As with the fall of ancient 
Babylon in a single night, so shall it be in the latter days.  Their oppressors will dissolve into nothing just as the 
golden city of the Babylonians ceased to be a threat once the Persians had taken over. 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984], 276-277 
 
2 Nephi 24:7 
Whole earth at rest 
 Not only will civil strife come to an end, but evidently “the voice of thundering, and the voice of lightnings, and the 
voice of tempests, and the voice of waves of the sea heaving themselves beyond their bounds” (D&C 88:89-91), and 
“earthquakes…in diverse places” (Matthew 24:7) shall cease. 
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Isaiah Plain & Simple, 138 
 
2 Nephi 24:8 
Cedars 
 It is a well-known fact that the trees of Lebanon were cut down by the kings of Assyria (cf. Habakkuk 2:17), and 
inscriptions found in the district of Lebanon seem to confirm the Babylonian guilt in this respect. 
Sidney B. Sperry, Book of Mormon Compendium [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968], 175 
 
“No feller is come.” 
 The word feller as it is used…refers to a person who fells or cuts down trees. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, Companion, 145 
 
2 Nephi 24:9-11 
 Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming.  Those in hell know that the king of Babylon will 
imminently join them. 
 it stirreth up the dead for thee.  The New International Version reading here is instructive; it says that hell “rouses 
the spirits of the departed to greet you—all those who were leaders in the world, it makes them rise from their 
thrones.” 
 chief ones of the earth/kings of the nations.  These will marvel that the mighty king of Babylon has been cut 
down and become like them (14:10). 
 Art thou also become weak as we?  During mortality the king of Babylon ruled with glory and power and 
possessed great wealth and importance.  After death, while in the spirit prison, other spirits asked him, “Have you 
now become like us, without glory and wealth?  Have you now become weak like us?” 
Parry, Parry, & Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 145-146 
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 This section of the poem predicts Satan’s being restricted to the spirit world of hell during the millennial years of 
peace on earth, and describes the reaction of hell’s inhabitants when it is announced that he is assigned there.  That 
he will have influence there is shown by the Prophet Joseph Smith’s statement that “when we have power to put all 
enemies under our feet in this world, and a knowledge to triumph over all evil spirits in the world to come, then we are 
saved” (TPJS, 297).  Alma 34:34-35 also shows that the spirit of the devil will have power to possess the unrepentant 
in the spirit world.  When he is bound in the spirit world, “the chief ones of the earth”—those leaders who were 
influential in the devil’s kingdom while they lived upon the earth—will assemble to greet him.  When they see him, 
they will be amazed at his having lost his power. 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 85 
 
2 Nephi 24:12-17 

Lucifer.  “And was called Perdition, for the heavens wept over him—he was Lucifer, a son of the morning” (D&C 
76:26). 
 The name Lucifer (Hebrew helel) means “shining one.”  If the name is given different vowels (helal), it signifies 
the crescent of the moon, having a possible meaning that Lucifer had less light (symbolically) than the full moon, or 
Lucifer’s light waned as does the light of the moon during its cycle.  Further, Lucifer’s light was far less than the light 
of Jesus Christ, whose light is the sun (Ps. 84:11; D&C 88:7-9).  Isaiah may also be using a play on words, for 
Lucifer’s name (helel) sounds like a word Isaiah uses in 13:6 where he commands those of Babylon to “Howl!” 
(Hebrew helili). 
 son of the morning.  In Hebrew this means ‘son of the dawning light.”  Doctrine and Covenants 76:26 recalls 
Isaiah’s words: “And was called perdition, for the heavens wept over him—he was Lucifer, a son of the morning.”  
The title son of the morning recalls the phrase morning stars (Job 38:7; D&C 128:23) and refers to eminent persons 
from the premortal existence.  Christ, we recall, is the “bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16) and the “morning star” 
(Rev. 2:28), the most eminent of all stars. 
Parry, Parry, Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 146 
 
 The only places in the Bible and the Book of Mormon where the title Lucifer is used are Isaiah 14:12 and 2 Nephi 
24:12.  In Doctrine and Covenants 76:25-28 we learn that Lucifer (which means “light bearer”) was the premortal 
name of Satan.  Because of his rebellion against God he fell from his position of “authority in the presence of God” (v. 
25) and “was called Perdition” (v. 26), which means “destruction.” 
Book of Mormon student Manual, Religion 121 and 122 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1989], 34 
 
 Now, in this world, mankind are naturally selfish, ambitious and striving to excel one above another; yet some 
are willing to build up others as well as themselves.  So in the other world there are a variety of spirits.  Some seek to 
excel.  And this was the case with Lucifer when he fell.  He sought for things which were unlawful.  Hence he was 
sent down, and it is said he drew many away with him; and the greatness of his punishment is that he shall not have 
a tabernacle.  This is his punishment.  So the devil, thinking to thwart the decree of God, by going up and down in the 
earth, seeking whom he may destroy—any person that he can find that will yield to him, he will bind him, and take 
possession of the body and reign there, glorying in it mightily, not caring that he had got merely a stolen body; and by 
and by someone having authority will come along and cast him out and restore the tabernacle to its rightful owner.  
The devil steals a tabernacle because he has not one of his own: but if he steals one, he is always liable to be turned 
out of doors. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, comp. Joseph Fielding Smith [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976], 297-98 
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 As people fill their hearts with the Spirit of God, there will be no room in their hearts for Satan’s influence.  Isaiah 
delighted in the future binding of Satan to outer darkness following the Millennium. 
 In teaching this concept Isaiah employed a satirical song.  He portrayed the ancient king of Babylon as a type for 
Lucifer.  Similar to the king of Babylon, Lucifer has ruled over an empire built upon tyranny and oppression… (Isa. 
14:13-14).  Isaiah prophesied that the day will come when Lucifer will “be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit” 
(Isa. 14:15).  John the Revelator was shown an angel who had the key of a bottomless pit.  “He laid hold on…that old 
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and 
shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled” (Rev. 20:2-3).  Satan will be held in such low regard that people will mock him, saying, “Is this the man that 
made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms;…that opened not the house of his prisoners?” (Isa. 14:16-17).  
Truly, during the Millennium Lucifer will be bound and will “not have power to tempt any man” (D&C 101:28).  
Therefore, he will “have no place in the hearts of the children of men” (D&C 45:55). 
Craig J. Ostler, Voices of Old Testament Prophets: The 26th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 75-
76 
 
 Salvation is nothing more nor less than to triumph over all our enemies and put them under our feet.  And when 
we have power to put all enemies under our feet in this world, and a knowledge to triumph over all evil spirits in the 
world to come, then we are saved, as in the case of Jesus, who was to reign until He had put all enemies under His 
feet, and the last enemy was death. 
 Perhaps there are principles here that few men have thought of.  No person can have this salvation except 
through a tabernacle. 
 Now, in this world, mankind are naturally selfish, ambitious and striving to excel one above another; yet some 
are willing to build up others as well as themselves.  So in the other world there are a variety of spirits.  Some seek to 
excel.  And this was the case with Lucifer when he fell.  He sought for things which were unlawful.  Hence he was 
sent down, and it is said he drew many away with him; and the greatness of his punishment is that he shall not have 
a tabernacle.  This is his punishment.  So the devil, thinking to thwart the decree of God, by going up and down in the 
earth, seeking whom he may destroy—any person that he can find that will yield to him, he will bind him, and take 
possession of the body and reign there, glorying in it mightily, not caring that he had got merely a stolen body; and by 
and by someone having authority will come along and cast him out and restore the tabernacle to the rightful owner.  
The devil steals a tabernacle because he has not one of his own: but if he steals one, he is always liable to be turned 
out of doors. 
Joseph Smith, TPJS, 297-98 
 
2 Nephi 24:13-14 
Fall of Lucifer 
 Lucifer’s statement (14:13-14) about his goals demonstrates his extreme self-centeredness.  He begins all five 
lines with the personal pronoun I, which shows that he is interested in his own goals and in glorifying himself.  Lucifer 
had a fivefold plan: He wanted to enter heaven (without following God’s laws), to be greater than other souls, to 
become part of the assembly of gods, to be exalted above other authorities and powers, and to become like God 
himself (14:13-14).  In contrast, God’s Saints are taught to lose themselves in the service of others (Matt. 16:25; Luke 
9:24) not by looking after self but by seeking out the widows, the poor, the fatherless, and those with spiritual and 
temporal needs. 
 Isaiah’s treatment of the archdevil and enemy of all humanity, Lucifer, sets forth terms and phrases that on one 
hand demonstrate Lucifer’s attempt to imitate God’s exalted state, and on the other present Lucifer’s true 
degradation.  Note the language connected with Lucifer’s attempts at exaltation: ascend, heaven, exalt, above, stars, 
mount, and north (14:13); and ascend, above, heights, clouds, and Most High (14:14).  Contrast that with the 
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language that deals with Lucifer’s actual lowliness: fallen, cut down, to the ground (14:12); brought down to hell, pit 
(14:15); and cast out of thy grave, go down, pit, and trodden under (14:19). 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p.146 
 
2 Nephi 24:17 
Opened not the house of his prisoners 
 Babylon does not give exit permits gladly. 
Neal A. Maxwell 
 
Moses 7:23-26 
 23 And after that Zion was taken up into heaven, Enoch beheld, and lo, all the nations of the earth were before 
him; 
 24 And there came generation upon generation; and Enoch was high and lifted up, even in the bosom of the 
Father, and of the Son of Man; and behold, the power of Satan was upon all the face of the earth. 
 25 And he saw angels descending out of heaven; and he heard a loud voice saying: Wo, wo be unto the 
inhabitants of the earth. 
 26 And he beheld Satan; and he had a great chain in his hand, and it veiled the whole face of the earth with 
darkness; and he looked up and laughed, and his angels rejoiced. 
 
2 Nephi 24:18 
“Lie in glory…in his own house” 
 Perhaps this refers to ornate tombs in which former kings lay. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 156 
 
2 Nephi 24:19 
Cast out of thy grave 
 It has always been considered a great calamity not to obtain an honorable burial: and one of the greatest curses 
the ancient prophets could put on any man, was that he should go without a burial. 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 295 
 
 cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch.  The grave of Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon’s king, has never been 
discovered, and Lucifer will never have a grave or a monument because he never received a body.  The imagery of 
cast out of the grave stands opposite Jesus and his tomb (53:9), where Jesus arose from the dead and possessed 
“life in himself” (John 5:26); he used his own power to arise and exit the tomb.  Lucifer, the abominable branch, can 
be contrasted to the useful “Branch” that will “grow out of” the roots of Jesse (11:1; D&C 113:1-2).  John D. Watts, an 
Isaiah scholar, summarizes this section of Isaiah by writing of Nebuchadnezzar: “The body has not been buried, but 
abandoned like garbage (v. 19).  He shares the fate of the dead among the poorest people. 
Parry, Parry, and Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 150-151 
 
2 Nephi 24:19 
Thrust through with a sword 
 This became literally true.  Nabondius, the last king of Babylonia, fled to Borsippa, after having been defeated in 
battle by Cyrus, and left his son, Belshazzar, in Babylon to look after the affairs of state.  The young prince was 
surprised by the invaders, in the midst of revelry, and slain in the confusion, at the gate of his magnificent palace, 
“thrust through with a sword”; whereupon Nabonadius, his father, crushed in body and spirit by his losses, 
surrendered to the conqueror. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, ed. Philip C. Reynolds, 7 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 1955-1961], 1:367 
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2 Nephi 24:21 
“Prepare slaughter for his children…that they do not rise” 
 This sounds pretty harsh at first, but our inspired footnotes soften it a bit: “Let not another evil generation arise 
and resume an evil regime” (Isaiah 14:21, footnote a). 
 Dualistically speaking, or speaking of “his children” as the children of Lucifer, we would note that those who have 
followed the evil spirit instead of the Holy Spirit become the children of the devil and that “the devil will not support his 
children at the last day” (Alma 30:60). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 157 
 
2 Nephi 24:22-23 
Destruction of Babylon 
 Isaiah prophesies that God would put an end to Babylon, the great city of ancient Babylonia known for its huge 
walls, celebrated gardens and parks, and beautiful temples.  Babylon’s destruction would be so great that both “son” 
and “nephew”—those who would produce additional generations to inhabit Babylon—would be destroyed. 
 Isaiah’s words were fulfilled in 539 B.C. when Cyrus, king of Persia, defeated Babylon together with its evil rulers 
and residents.  How complete was Babylon’s destruction?  The Lord said, “I will sweep it with the broom of 
destruction.”  Just as one sweeps a house to eliminate dust and dirt, so god swept Babylon of its foulness so that 
nothing, not even dust, remained.  Its temples and gardens are gone, and Babylon now stands in ruins, a testimony 
that Isaiah’s words were fulfilled. 
 Babylon is a perfect example of an evil place that was destroyed by the power of God.  As such, Babylon is a 
type and a shadow of the wicked world that will be destroyed by God’s power in the last days (D&C 1:16). 
Donald W. Parry, Visualizing Isaiah [Provo, Utah: The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2001], 35 
 
2 Nephi 24:23 
Bittern and Besom 
 “Bittern” is a species of heron, a bird with long feathers on the breast and neck, and a strong, pointed bill. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:367 
 
2 Nephi 24:23 
Pools of Water 
 At the beginning of our era, Babylon was still partly inhabited and the surrounding country was cultivated.  In the 
second century, the walls were still standing.  During the fourth century they served as an enclosure for wild animals, 
and Persian monarchs went there to amuse themselves hunting.  By and by the location was lost sight of and 
forgotten.  More modern writers—Dr. Alexander Keith, among others—note the utter desolation of the once famous 
city.  From the place where once the temple of Bel and the royal palaces rose in majestic heights, to the streets, 
everything has been reduced to gravel hills.  Some are large; others are smaller.  One who sees the innumerable 
parallel hills and the depressions between them does not know whether they are remnants of streets or canals.  
Babylon is fallen.  Its foundations could not have been brought lower.  Its “pomp has been brought down to the 
grave.”  It has literally become “pools of water.”  For laborers have made innumerable excavations to get gravel, or 
clay, for industrial purposes, and when the Euphrates overflows its banks, its water fills these hollows forming pools, 
or swamps.  Such was the glory of Babylon less than a century ago (cf. Jer. 51:42). 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, commentary on the Book of Mormon, ed. Philip C. Reynolds, 7 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 1955-1961], 1:367 
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2 Nephi 24:24 
As I have purposed, so shall it stand 
 This must be the foundation of our instruction: love of God and love for and service to others….That which we 
teach must be constantly gauged against these two standards established by the Lord.  If we shall do so, this work 
will continue to roll forward…. 
 You and I may fail as individuals and miss the blessing.  But his work cannot fail.  There will always be those he 
will raise up to accomplish it.  He has declared: “Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have 
purposed, so shall it stand” (Isa. 14:24). 
 I bear witness to you…that he, watching over Israel, slumbers not nor sleeps.  God help us to be faithful to the 
great trust he has placed in us. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, May 1983, 8 
 
2 Nephi 24:25 
Bring the Assyrians in my land (Isa. 14:25; 36) 
 The Lord has not only determined to destroy Babylon in due time, but he has already programmed the means by 
which a more immediate threat to Israel will be eliminated.  This was the Assyrian Empire, which preceded Babylon 
and was the terror of the world in Isaiah’s day.  In this verse the King James Version says the Lord will “break” the 
Assyrians, but in the brass plates it says the Lord will “BRING” the Assyrians into the promised land (2 Ne. 24:25).  
This makes the rest of the verse more sensible.  For it says these Assyrians will pour into the mountains of Israel and 
tread them under foot (conquer them).  It turned out that the Assyrians did not storm the mountains of Judah but only 
the mountains of Ephraim, where the Ten Tribes were located.  These were trodden under foot from around 735 to 
721 B.C., when the surviving remnants were carried off to Assyria.  There they remained as virtual captives or 
hostages until Babylon came along in 605 B.C. and virtually annihilated the Assyrian people as a nation.  This allowed 
the Ten Tribes to escape from their Assyrian captors and flee northward over the Caucasus Mountains, where they 
disappeared and became known as the lost tribes. 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing co., 1984], 284 
 
2 Nephi 24:26-27 
Hand stretched out upon all nations (Isa. 14:26-27; refer in this text to 2 Ne. 19:12, 17) 
 What we mortals encounter as the unforeseen, God has already seen, such as how the oil deposits of this earth 
would shape the latter-day conflicts among nations.  God’s “is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations” 
(Isa. 14:26).  He likewise foresaw all the awful famines, some resulting from the unwise, unnecessary erosions of 
precious topsoil.  He surely foresaw the terrible persecutions of the Jews.  Having created the earth, He had 
anticipated the impact of continental drifts on the frequency and intensity of latter-day earthquakes.  He who 
analogized that “the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest” (Isa. 57:20) also knows where and when, in 
latter days, the seas’ tidal waves will heave themselves savagely “beyond their bounds” (D&C 88:90). 
 Without the revelations, however, the answers as to the why of our existence and the why of human suffering 
would elude even the best intellectual excursions. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. 1987, 37 
 
2 Nephi 24:28 
 In the year that king Ahaz died.  Isaiah dated an earlier vision by the death of King Uzziah (6:1).  The date of 
Ahaz’s death was probably between 740 and 714 B.C. 
 burden.  This is a prophecy of desolation and destruction on a wicked nation. 
Parry, Parry, and Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 154 
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2 Nephi 24:29 
Palestina 
 The country of Philistia consisted essentially of five city-states, each governed by its own lord.  The nation was 
home of the Philistines, detested enemies of Judah and the Israelites.  This country was at the height of its power at 
the time of King Saul’s death, but declined during the reign of King David.  The Philistines were conquered by the 
Assyrians in 734 B.C., later they became part of the Persian Empire, and finally the land was annexed to Syria by the 
Romans. 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 148 
 
2 Nephi 24:29 
 Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him that smote thee is broken.  Palestine, or Philistia, 
which consists of five kingdoms—Gaza, Ekron, Gath, Ashdod, and Ashkalon—is warned not to celebrate Assyria’s 
(the “serpent’s”) lost power, because the Assyrians will regain their strength (the serpent’s seed will produce a 
cockatrice, another poisonous serpent) and once again smite the Philistines. 
 his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent.  Isaiah again uses imagery to describe how the poisonous snake (Assyria) 
will produce offspring that will war against the Philistines.  The serpent is called fiery probably because of its terrible 
burning venom; it is called flying probably because of the speed with which it strikes (30:6; Num. 21:6). 
Parry, Parry, and Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 154 
 
 Sidney Sperry points out the serpent’s root, cockatrice (venomous viper), and fiery flying serpent are “all 
symbolic of evil to come upon her [Philistia].” (BMC, 245).  Each of these represents a more deadly threat than the 
previous one mentioned.  J R. Dummelow identified Sargon (Assyrian king from 722 to 705 B.C.) and Sennacherib 
(Assyrian king from 705 to 681 B.C.) as the cockatrice and fiery serpent, “each one proving more terrible and 
formidable to the nations of Western Asia than his predecessor.” 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 149 
 
2 Nephi 24:30 
 first-born of the poor shall feed.  Those who are humble and who suffer (the poor and needy) will join Zion, which 
was founded by Jehovah (14:32).  The New International Version suggests that the first-born of the poor are the 
poorest of the poor. 
 I will kill thy root with famine.  God will create a famine in Philistia, or Palestine, that will destroy its remaining 
inhabitants after the wars with Assyria have ended.  The root may refer to the Philistines who are yet producing 
children, those who are about to bring forth another generation. 
Ibid, p. 155 
 
2 Nephi 24:31-32 
 Howl, O gate/cry, O city.  The inhabitants of all Philistine cities will wail and moan once the Assyrians begin their 
destructive advances. 
 come from the north a smoke.  Smoke represents the burning cities the Assyrians destroyed by fire as they 
advanced southward toward Philistia. 
 none shall be alone in his appointed times.  The Jerusalem Bible reads “there are no deserters in those 
battalions,” which means that all enlisted men who belong to the Assyrian army are mighty warriors; there are no 
cowards or deserters among them. 
 What shall then answer the messengers of the nations?  When envoys from various nations ask how they may 
be saved from Assyria’s destructive forces, they will find comfort in knowing that “the Lord hath founded Zion” (2 Ne. 
24:32). 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                                    2 Nephi 24 

Page 10 of 12 

 Lord hath founded Zion.  The Lord himself has established a place for the pure in hearth to dwell.  Indeed he is 
the very foundation of it; he is our “safe foundation” and our “sure foundation” (Jacob 4:15, 17; Hel. 5:12). 
 poor of his people shall trust in it.  The poor will find both temporal and spiritual salvation in Zion. 
Ibid 
 
 Isaiah also knew that ultimately the whole Philistine coast would be occupied by a righteous people who would 
say: “The Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it.”  The word ‘Zion” refers to a place and a 
condition.   Modern prophets have been told that the place called Zion is North and South America, to which Isaiah 
referred frequently in his writings (Smith, Teachings, 362).  However, “Zion” as a condition can be anywhere.  As the 
Lord has declared, “This is Zion—the pure in heart” (D&C 97:21).  Isaiah knew that ultimately Palestine would belong 
to the pure in heart. 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing co., 1984], 286 
 
Conclusion 
 Once again we are taught that military might doesn’t save.  Gold doesn’t save.  Power doesn’t save.  Only 
Jehovah saves.  Building on real estate in Babylon is a disastrous decision.  Instead, we are repeatedly instructed to 
build on the rock of Christ.  Even then, we are not guaranteed a life of ease.  The mighty winds, shafts in the 
whirlwind, and hail will all come.  But we are promised that the devil will have “no power” to drag us down to the gulf 
of misery and endless wo because of our firm foundation (see Helaman 5:12). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 158 
 
A summary of the Isaiah chapters Nephi quoted: 

2 Nephi Isaiah Message 

12 2 Establishment of Zion, restoration of gospel, including temple blessings 
13 3 Judah to be scattered, including the Nephites 
14 4 Latter-day contrasts: The world vs. Zion 
15 5 Vineyard (world) is not productive and must be destroyed 
16 6 The vision of Isaiah—his call 

17 7 Isaiah’s son Shear-jashub—the destruction of the kingdoms of Israel and 
Syria 

18 8 Isaiah’s son Maher-shalal-hasbaz—Judah warned and nearly destroyed 
19 9 Christ is born in a land of darkness—he will be a great light 
20 10 Assyrian destruction of Israel—type of last days 
21 11 Restoration of gospel by Jesus Christ to Joseph Smith 
22 12 Song of the redeemed, blessings promised the righteous 
23 13 Babylon, those who reject it are cleansed with fire 
24 14 Remnant saved (Zion redeemed), Babylon and wicked destroyed 

Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 70-71 
 
Thoughts on Zion & Babylon 
 Babylon does not give exit permits gladly. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, November 1988, p. 33 
 
 Even if we decide to leave Babylon, some of us endeavor to keep a second residence there, or we commute on 
weekends. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Flood, p. 47 
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 What makes Zion?  God has given us the perfect definition: Zion is the pure in heart.  The pure in heart, not 
merely the pure in appearance. 
 It is not a society or religion of forms and observances, of pious gestures and precious mannerisms.  It is strictly 
a condition of the heart.  Above all, Zion is pure, which means ‘not mixed with any impurities, unalloyed.”  It is all Zion 
and nothing else.  It is not achieved wherever a heart is pure or where two or three are pure, because if is all pure.  It 
is a society, a community, and an environment into which no unclean thing can enter…. 
 It is not even pure people in a dirty environment, or pure people with a few impure ones among them.  It is the 
perfectly pure in a perfectly pure environment. 
Hugh Nibley, “What is Zion?” p. 1-2 
 
 Babylon and Zion cannot mix in any degree.  A Zion that makes concessions is no longer Zion. 
Hugh Nibley, “What is Zion?” p. 4 
 
 In order to reconcile the ways of Babylon with the ways of Zion, it has been necessary to circumvent the 
inconvenient barriers of scripture and conscience by the use of the tried and true device of rhetoric, defined by Plato 
as “the art of making true things seem false and false things seem true by the use of words.”  This invaluable art has, 
since the time of Cain, invested the ways of Babylon with an air of high purpose, solid virtue, and impeccable 
respectability. 
Hugh Nibley, “What is Zion?” p. 12 
 
 The treasures of the earth are merely to provide us with room and board while we are here at school.  [They are] 
“made for the comfort of the creature, not for his adoration,” [says Brigham Young].  “They are made to sustain and 
preserve the body while procuring the knowledge and wisdom that pertain to God and his kingdom, in order that we 
may preserve ourselves, and live forever in his presence.” 
Hugh Nibley, “Educating the Saints,” p. 65 
 
 The Zoramites…had many good qualities; they were wonderful people.  But they misdirected their virtues, and 
that made them all the more vicious.  Alma found them to be the wickedest people in the world…because with all 
their virtues, they set their hearts upon riches.  Alma couldn’t stand it.  He couldn’t look at it anymore.  It hurt.  It was 
too much…. 
 “Behold, O my God, their costly apparel, and their ringlets, and their bracelets, and their ornaments of gold, and 
all their precious things which they are ornamented with; and behold their hearts are set upon them” (Alma 32:28). 
Hugh Nibley, “Gifts,” pp. 11-12 
 
 Money gets quick results and the effects of newly acquired riches are almost instantaneous.  At once the happy 
recipient of a big promotion is expected to change his life-style, move to a better part of town, join different clubs, 
send his children to different schools, even change his church affiliation for a more fashionable one, or drop an 
intended bride for one more acceptable to the president’s wife and her exalted circle.  The instant pride of the foolish 
milkmaid in the prospects of a new affluence was the same ambition that made a monster of the noble and generous 
Macbeth overnight.  History, literature, and folklore are full of the fatal gold—the deadly rings, the dragon’s treasure, 
the golden fleece, etc.—that brings quick and inevitable destruction on those that seek and find it.  No, my friends, 
the Book of Mormon does not exaggerate either the relentless efficiency or the speed with which wealth corrupts all 
those who set their hearts upon riches and the things of the world. 
Hugh Nibley, “Freemen and Kingmen,” p. 15 
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 Samuel the Lamanite sets forth the interesting rule that when the economy becomes the main and engrossing 
concern of a society—or in the routine Book of Mormon phrase, when “they begin to set their hearts upon their 
riches”—the economy will self-destruct….Note well that sequence of folly: first we are well-pleased with ourselves 
because of our wealth, then comes the game of status and prestige, leading to competitive maneuvers, hatred, dirty 
tricks and finally the ultimate solution.  Where wealth guarantees respectability, principles melt away as the criminal 
element rises to the top. 
Hugh Nibley, “Freemen and Kingmen,” p. 9 
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