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2 Nephi 23 
 There is something I learned about Isaiah which, as soon as I realized it, made the book of Isaiah a little easier 
for me.  Although it consists of sixty-six chapters and they are numbered consecutively from one to sixty-six, the book 
of Isaiah is not a continuous story.  It’s a group of books that have been put together.  That one concept alone makes 
the book plainer to us.  When we read the book of Genesis, we read fifty chapters that make up a continuous story.  
If we start in chapter 20, we start in the middle of the story.  If we start in chapter 40, we are starting toward the end 
of the story—a continued story.  But when we read Isaiah, we might just as well start anywhere.  It will be just as 
plain to us as if we had started somewhere else. 
Robert J. Matthews, “How to Read Isaiah and Enjoy It!” 199 
 
2 Nephi 23-24 (Isaiah 13-14) 
 There is undoubtedly a dual message within these two chapters.  The basic message is against the old Babylon, 
which existed before Isaiah’s time and became a world power under King Nebuchadnezzar after Assyria’s downfall, 
and after the ministry of Isaiah.  Babylon became the epitome of wickedness in the ancient world, and was used by 
the Lord as the symbol of the wicked world when he commanded: “Go ye out from among the nations, even from 
Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon” (D&C 133:14). 
 The same symbolism is used in the Book of Revelation (14:8-11; chapters 17-18).  Thus a greater message is 
given to modern-day Babylon, the wickedness of our world.  It is often difficult to know which Babylon the text is 
referring to, and it may be that sometimes it refers to both at the same time.  Because Nephi included these two 
chapters in the Book of Mormon record, it would appear that the majority of the text refers to the latter days. 
 Chapter 24 (Isaiah 14) contains an interesting proverb against the king of Babylon.  Babylon represents the 
wicked world, and the king of that wickedness is none other than Satan himself.  The graphic description of Satan’s 
fall is most interesting. 
Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote This Record, p. 694-695 
 
2 Nephi 23:1 
Burden 
 A “burden,” in this case, is “a message of doom ‘lifted up’ against a people” (Isaiah 13:1, footnote b). 
 
2 Nephi 23:2 
 banner.  The banner also means “ensign,” which is found earlier in 5:26 and 11:10.  Anciently, Israel’s families 
and clans gathered with their own banner around the temple of Jehovah (Num. 2:2; Mosiah 2:5-6).  Similarly, 
members of God’s kingdom of this dispensation will figuratively lift up the gospel banner upon the mountain (18:3; 
30:17), which symbolizes the temple, and the nations of the earth will seek after it. 
 high mountain.  A symbolic reference to the temple. 
 exalt the voice unto them.  This is the “voice of warning” that shall be raised “unto all people, by the mouths of 
[the Lord’s] disciples” (D&C 1:4).  Also, “And let your preaching be the warning voice, every man to his neighbor” 
(D&C 38:41). 
 wave the hand.  To wave the hand is to beckon or extend an invitation to another. 
 gates of the nobles.  Possibly a symbolic reference to the entrances into Zion or to the temple’s portals. 
Parry, Parry, & Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 130 
 
2 Nephi 23:3 
 my sanctified ones. Jehovah’s sanctified ones (Josh. 3:5) are those who are temple worthy, who actually attend 
the temple, and who are made holy by Christ’s power.  In ancient Israel the soldiers prepared for the holy war by 
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participating in holy rituals connected with the temple (Deut. 23:10-15).  In this dispensation, Jesus Christ’s soldiers 
(members of the Church) prepare for the battle against Babylon by participating in temple rituals. 
 my mighty ones.  This phrase can read “my warriors.”  The saints are warriors who battle against evil forces 
under Jehovah’s direction, using his weapons (13:5). 
Ibid 
 
2 Nephi 23:4 (Isaiah 13:4) 
Noise 
 The word noise in this verse may also be translated “voice,” such as in “the voice of many people in the 
mountains.”  Elsewhere Isaiah likens the noise of a great multitude of people to the “noise of the seas” (17:12) and 
“the rushing of mighty waters” (17:12).  The saints, or multitude, will gather together from the world’s nations and 
kingdoms with the intent of building Zion (Matt. 24:30-31; D&C 29:7-11; 45:66-71; 103:22-25). 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 131 
 
2 Nephi 23:4 
In the mountains like as of a great people 
 This has reference to gathering of the Saints in the Rocky Mountains.  On 6 August 1842, Joseph Smith 
prophesied that some of the Saints would “live to go and assist in making settlements and build cities and see the 
saints become a mighty people in the midst of the Rocky Mountains.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 255; 
emphasis added.) 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 131-132 
 
2 Nephi 23:4-5, 15 
Final War 
 At the very moment of the Second Coming of our Lord, “all nations” shall be gathered “against Jerusalem to 
battle” (Zech. 11; 12; 13; 14)….As John expressed it, “the kings of the earth and of the whole world” will be 
gathered.” 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 74 
 
The end of heaven (Isa. 13:5) 
 The end of heaven may simply suggest the farthest reaches of the earth. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 132 
 
To destroy the whole land (Isa. 13:5) 
 Isaiah seems to be saying here that the Lord’s valiant servants will successfully battle evil during this time 
period.  A modern revelation adds light to this phrase of Isaiah: “Wherefore, I [the Lord] call upon the weak things of 
the world, those who are unlearned and despised. To thrash the nations by the power of my Spirit; And their arm 
shall be my arm, and I will be their shield and their buckler; and I will gird up their loins, and they shall fight manfully 
for me; and their enemies shall be under their feet; and I will let fall the sword in their behalf, and by the fire of mine 
indignation will I preserve them” (D&C 35:13-14; 133:58-59). 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 131 
 
 Just as the Medes conquered the Babylonians, so will the wicked be destroyed at the Second Coming.  “Thus 
the past becomes the key that unlocks the future.  As history has its cycles, so prophecies have multiple fulfillments 
and repeated applications.  Isaiah’s prophecies of events now past foretell events yet future.  The past is the stage 
upon which the future is portrayed.”  (Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary, 1:282.) 
Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 90 
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2 Nephi 23:6-16 
The Day of the Lord is at Hand 
 To the Babylonians the invasion of the Medes and Persians, the destruction of their homes and cities, was “the 
day of the Lord.”  It was the day of his vengeance and judgment upon them.  The prophetic imagery, which here 
refers to the destruction of Babylon, is applicable to all such catastrophes of historic import.  It is, therefore, also 
descriptive of the last judgment before the Millennium, which is, the fullest meaning of the word, “the day of the Lord.” 
 The destruction comes from the Almighty (v. 6); it is not a peaceful, painless operation.  On the contrary, under 
it, people will faint with pain and anguish. (v. 7-9); stars and constellations (“Orions”), meaning, individuals and 
organizations renowned throughout the world for their brilliancy, will fail to give their light; even the sun and the 
moon—even kings and queens, and governments in general (Gen. 37:8-10)—will be darkened, or fail to function (v. 
10); for the Lord will punish the world for evil and wickedness, and humiliate the proud and haughty. (v. 11) In this 
process the population will be decimated (v. 12); the heavens will be shaken—government systems will be 
dissolved—the earth removed out of her place—boundaries of kingdoms will be obliterated in the wrath of the Lord 
(v. 13); armies will be scattered like sheep (v. 14), and those who are found among the wicked will be slain by the 
sword (v. 15); in the savagery of the war, even women and children will be destroyed. (v. 16) Such is the prophetic 
sketch of the day of the Lord which was to end the Babylonian empire.  And that catastrophe was a type of the 
termination of our own era, too. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 1 p. 363 
 
 In general, this is that period of time just preceding the return of the resurrected Lord to this earth, as well as the 
time of His actual coming…. 
 Although the righteous will ultimately be saved in the kingdom of God, it should be pointed out that even some of 
them will fall prey to the war and pestilence that will precede the Second Coming.  “It is a false idea,” said the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, “that the Saints will escape all the judgments, whilst the wicked suffer; for all flesh is subject 
to suffer, and ‘the righteous shall hardly escape;’ still many of the Saints will escape, for the just shall live by faith; yet 
many of the righteous shall fall a prey to disease, to pestilence, etc., by reason of the weakness of the flesh and yet 
be saved in the Kingdom of God.” (HC 4:11.) 
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 127-28 
 
2 Nephi 23:9 
Faces Shall Be An Flames (Isaiah 13:9) 
 Rashi says that means their faces (i.e., of the Babylonians) will be yellow with fear.  Kimshi says, red with 
shame.  And Ibn Ezra, stressing the root of the word which means “fire” or “flame,” says that it means the face 
burned with intense pain. 
Solomon B. Freehof, Book of Isaiah [New York: Union of American Hebrew Congregation, 1972], 84 
 

2 Nephi 29:10, 13 
 10 Wherefore, because that ye have a Bible ye need not suppose that it contains all my words; neither need ye suppose that I have 
not caused more to be written. 
 13 And it shall come to pass that the Jews shall have the words of the Nephites, and the Nephites shall have the words of the Jews; 
and the Nephites and the Jews shall have the words of the lost tribes of Israel; and the lost tribes of Israel shall have the words of the 
Nephites and the Jews. 
 
D&C 45:40-42 
 40 And they shall see signs and wonders, for they shall be shown forth in the heavens above, and in the earth beneath. 
 41 And they shall behold blood, and fire, and vapors of smoke. 
 42 And before the day of the Lord shall come, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon be turned into blood, and the stars fall from 
heaven. 
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D&C 88:87 
 87 For not many days hence and the earth shall tremble and reel to and fro as a drunken man; and the sun shall hide his face, and 
shall refuse to give light; and the moon shall be bathed in blood; and the stars shall become exceedingly angry, and shall cast themselves 
down as a fig that falleth from off a fig-tree. 
 
D&C 34:9 
 9 But before that great day shall come, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon be turned into blood; and the stars shall refuse 
their shining, and some shall fall, and great destructions await the wicked. 

 
2 Nephi 23:11 
The World 
 The encroachment of the world into our lives is threatening!  How hard it seems for many of us to live in the 
world and yet not of the world. 
 Through Isaiah the word of the Lord comes: 

 “And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and 
will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.” (Isa. 13:11.)… 

 Every man should love his wife and cherish and protect her all the days of their lives and she should love, honor, 
and appreciate her husband…. 
 Analyze the divorces of which you know, and you will find so often selfishness is in them….Certainly, selfishness 
is near its greatest peak when innocent children must suffer for the sins of their parents…. 
 It was found in…[a] survey that about 90 percent gave as the reason for the breakup immorality on the part of 
one or both of the participants. 
 Immorality is totally selfish.  Can you think of a single unselfish element in that sin?  Accordingly, if two good 
people will discard selfishness, generally they can be compatible…. 
 “Sex can be a wonderful servant but a terrible master: that it can be a creative force more powerful than any 
other in the fostering of a love, companionship, happiness or can be the most destructive of all life’s forces.” (Billy 
Graham, “What the Bible Says About Sex,” Reader’s Digest, May 1970, 118.)… 
 This, then, is our program: to reaffirm and boldly carry forward the work of God in cleanliness. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Ensign, May 1974, 5-8 
 
2 Nephi 23:12 
Gold 
 To survive in a day of such universal destruction will indeed make the life of any person who survives more 
precious than fine gold.  The gold of Ophir was so fine that Solomon had his merchant ships import it to Israel.  Ophir 
is believed to have been in southern Arabia, but some scholars think it might have been in India or Africa. 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984], 265 
 
2 Nephi 23:13-14 
I Will Shake the Heavens 
 This verse, which notes cosmological changes that will affect the earth at the time of Christ’s second coming, is 
partially quoted or paraphrased in Doctrine and Covenants 21:6 and 35:24.  It was also quoted by Oliver Cowdery.  
(See Messenger and Advocate, Apr. 1835, 111-12.)…Beginning with verse 14, Isaiah seems to describe the literal 
conquest of Babylon by the Medes, although this also appears to be a dual prophecy including spiritual Babylon. 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 82-83 
 
 The earth will be removed out of its orbit in the present solar system and given a new location.  It shall “remove” 
out of its “place.”…But at the time of Christ’s coming it will apparently be the intention of the Lord to return the earth 
to its original environment.  To do this quickly would require that the earth be returned to Kolob faster than the speed 
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of light.  Such a phenomenon would seem to fit the words of the Lord in this verse.  He said he would shake the 
heavens, and the earth would remove out of her place.  Of course the earth’s present place is about 30,000 light 
years out from the center of our galaxy.  To pull the earth back toward Kolob in a very short time would give the 
appearance of all the stars falling from heaven as earth went rushing by…. 
 The earth will be as a chased roe (which is famous for its fleetness and tremendous speed).  This implies that 
the planet will not only be moved out of its place, but it will flee back toward Kolob at a fantastic speed.  The Lord 
says the earth will be like an abandoned sheep which no man takes up or claims.  For the earth to seem to be 
running loose through the night sky will be a terrifying experience for those who are then living upon this planet.  
Many will perish.  The hearts of many will fail them because of their terror. 
 Here is the way the Lord describes these coming events in a modern scripture:  “For not many days hence and 
the earth shall tremble AND REEL TO AND FRO AS A DRUNKEN MAN; and the sun shall hide his face, and shall 
refuse to give light; and the moon shall be bathed in blood; and the stars shall become exceedingly angry, and shall 
cast themselves down as a fig that falleth from off a fig-tree” (D&C 88:87; emphasis added).  No doubt this is exactly 
what it will seem like for all those living on the earth.  The planet will be moving too fast for the light of the sun to 
reach it; in fact, the prophetic writings suggest it will have departed out of our present solar system altogether.  The 
light of the stars will go rushing past, giving the impression that they are falling. 
 As we have quoted earlier, the Lord goes on to say, “And all things shall be in commotion; and surely, men’s 
hearts shall fail them; for fear shall come upon all people” (D&C 88:91).  The lord says that as this period of 
commotion commences, every man will hasten to get home to his own people and flee into his own land.” 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984], 266-68 
 
 When the earth was framed and brought into existence and man was placed upon it, it was near the throne of 
our Father in heaven…When man fell, the earth fell into space, and took up its abode in this planetary system…This 
is the glory the earth came from, and when it is glorified it will return again unto the presence of the Father. 
Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 17:143 
 
2 Nephi 23:14 
Roe 
 Isaiah 13:14 footnote 13a says a roe is a hunted deer. 
 
2 Nephi 23:17 
The Medes 
 The Medes…came from Persia and easily conquered Babylon in 538 B.C.  The walls were destroyed twenty 
years later, after which the city never again became the capital of an independent, strong Mesopatamian power.  Two 
centuries later, after the Greeks, under Alexander the Great, conquered the Persians, Babylon rapidly declined in 
commercial and cultural importance as Seleucia became the major city in the area.  By the time of Christ, only a few 
astronomers and mathematicians continued to live in the ancient, sparsely populated city.  After they left, Babylon 
became a deserted tell (mound), which sand and brush gradually covered until it became a hill used only by wild 
animals and as grazing land for nomadic flocks. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 185 
 
 God used Assyria as a rod to destroy many ancient Near East peoples; now he uses the wickedness of the 
Medes to kill each other (the Medes were located in the mountainous region north and east of Babylon)… 
 Historically, the Medes, having formed an alliance with the Persians under Cyrus the Great’s leadership, 
conquered the great Babylonian empire by damming the Euphrates River, marching through its riverbed, going under 
the city walls, and subsequently capturing Babylon.  This event took place more than one hundred sixty years after 
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Isaiah’s prophecy.  The phrase shall not regard silver and gold indicates that the Medes did not go into battle to 
obtain plunder (silver and gold); instead, their motivation was to kill, and gain power and control.  Perhaps ancient 
Media points forward to all nations of the last days who have the same wicked designs. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 137-38 
 
 The man who led the Medes and the confederation of nearby nations against Babylon turned out to be Cyrus.  
His mother was the daughter of the king of the Medes, and according to tradition the old king was so cruel to his 
people that Cyrus rose up and overthrew him.  Cyrus was supported by the Persians.  He combined the two peoples.  
He also conquered all of the tributaries of the old Assyrian empire and formed many of them into a confederation 
before attacking Babylon in 539 B.C. Cyrus was not a cruel or brutal king, but generous with his subjects and wise in 
his administration of their affairs.  The Lord therefore blessed him with success in putting down the wickedness of 
Babylon.  It was not Cyrus, but subsequent Persian kings, who fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecies concerning the total 
devastation of Babylon. 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing co., 1984], 269 
 
2 Nephi 23:19 
Babylon, the Glory of Kingdoms 
 Greatest city of its day:  Walls 335 feet high, 85 feet thick and a circumference of 56 miles. 
 
2 Nephi 23:19 
Chaldees 
 Chaldean is often ‘used as a synonym for Babylonian” (New Bible Dictionary, 203) (Isa. 13:19; 47:1, 5; 48:14, 
20).  “The Chaldeans were a group of tribes in the lower delta of the twin rivers below the most southerly Babylonian 
cities” who had gained a leading position within Babylonia by the time of Isaiah; Merodachbaladan and 
Nebuchadrezzar were both Chaldeans.  It was under Nebuchadrezzar (605-562 B.C.) that Babylonia reached its 
zenith of power, pomp and splendor, but his empire fell only a generation after his death. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 138 
 
2 Nephi 23:14-22 
Destruction of Babylon 
 [Babylon] was the greatest city in all the world….Yet Isaiah announced that that city would be destroyed; he said 
that it would never be rebuilt, that it would never be inhabited from generation to generation, that it would become the 
abode of reptiles and wild animals and that the Arabs would no more pitch their tents there.  That was a declaration 
that the greatest city in the world would not only be destroyed, but it would also never be rebuilt. 
LeGrand Richards, Conference Report, Apr. 1954, 54 
 
 Isaiah prophesied a literal new exodus for some of the Lord’s people in the last days that resembles the ancient 
exodus out of Egypt.  He predicted that the Lord’s people will exit “Babylon” on the eve of cataclysmic destruction, a 
destruction like that which struck Sodom and Gomorrah.  To Isaiah, however, ‘Babylon” in the latter days consists of 
a world ripening in iniquity and the wicked who make up its citizenry.  Both the exodus out of Egypt, therefore, and 
also the name Babylon serve as types.  First, the Lord will miraculously intervene to save his people from bondage 
and destruction as he did in Egypt.  Second, the ancient Babylonian world, which was known for its idolatry and 
oppression, here becomes a symbol of latter-day wickedness.  Third, there will occur a Sodom-and-Gomorrah type of 
destruction (by fire rained down from the sky) in the last days. 
Avraham Gileadi, Rediscovering The Book of Mormon, ed. John L. Sorenson and Melvin J. Thorne [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1991], 
198-99 
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2 Nephi 23:14-22 
 Babylon was one of the great cities of the ancient world, perhaps the greatest.  Its walls were, for height and 
width, one of the wonders of the world.  The temple of Bel, the terraced (“hanging”) gardens, the immense copper 
gates, and the artificial lake were, up to that time, the greatest achievements of human skill and ingenuity.  The fields 
and farms and flocks yielded almost incredible returns, and the wealth, luxury and power of the ruling classes were 
correspondingly great.  If any city, or country, could be regarded as invincible, Babylonia and Babylon might be so 
considered.  But centuries before their fall Isaiah predicted, with supernatural knowledge of the details, the 
destruction of the city and the overthrow of the government. 
 It was done by means of strategy.  After a long siege, apparently without effect, Cyrus, who led the besieging 
Medes and Persians, decided to turn the Euphrates out of its course and enter on the dry river bed.  That was a 
gigantic undertaking.  The river was 1500 feet wide and 12 feet deep.  However, the undertaking was successful.  
The invaders entered from two sides, the former inflow and outflow of the river, and so quietly did they take 
possession that most of the people did not know what was happening till it was too late to make resistance.  Aristotle 
had been informed that some of the inhabitants did not know until three days afterwards that the city had fallen.  
When the king of Babylon learned that Cyrus was at the gate of the palace, he commanded that he be admitted.  He 
was.  The king and all the revelers surrounding him perished.  Many Babylonian princes, at that time, ended their 
useless earthly lives, in a drunken debauch.  The kingdom was divided and given to the Medes and the Persians.  
Comp. Dan. 5. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, ed. Philip C. Reynolds, 7 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 1955-1961], 1:364 
 
2 Nephi 23 Conclusion 
 This is, of course, a dual prophecy, detailing the fall of Babylon, but warning also of the destruction of the cruel 
and the wicked in the last days.  Most impressive to me is how thoroughly and completely the glorious city of Babylon 
is not only conquered, but leveled to the dust, leaving hardly a trace that it ever existed.  Elder LeGrand Richards 
remarked that “when Brother [Howard W.] Hunter and Brother [Spencer W.] Kimball came back from the holy Land 
after Christmas 1961, I asked Brother Hunter if he saw Babylon.  He said he saw what there was left of it (in 
Conference Report, October 1966, 42). 
 That same king of annihilation will come upon the pride and arrogance of mankind in the last days.  The 
message for the latter days is a warning to each of us to be sure we are standing with both feet in Zion.  Elder David 
R. Stone of the Seventy taught: 

 Seduced by our culture, we often hardly recognize our idolatry, as our strings are pulled by that which is popular, in the 
Babylonian world…. 
 We do not need to adopt the standards, the mores, and the morals of Babylon.  We can create Zion in the midst of 
Babylon.  We can have our own standards for music and literature and dance and film and language.  We can have our own 
standards for dress and deportment, for politeness and respect.  We can live in accordance with the Lord’s moral laws.  We 
can limit how much of Babylon we allow into our homes by the media of communication. 
 We can live as a Zion people, if we wish to.  Will it be hard?  Of course it will, for the waves of Babylonian culture crash 
incessantly against our shores.  Will it take courage?  Of course it will…. 
 …Our homes can be places which are a refuge and protection, as Zion is. 
 We do not need to become as puppets in the hands of the culture of the place and time.  We can be courageous and, 
walk in the Lord’s paths and follow His footsteps. (“Zion in the Midst of Babylon,” Ensign, May 2006, 92-93 

 Babylon must be forsaken by covenant Israel.  Living in Zion most of the time, while making weekend getaways 
to Babylon or while downloading Babylon or viewing entertainment on the Babylon cable network, will not protect us 
from the great and terrible day of the Lord to come.  Or, to use terms from Lehi’s Dream, spiritual Babylon, like the 
great and spacious building has been scheduled for demolition, and it would be wise to vacate the premises. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 152-153 
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