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2 Nephi 22 
 Isaiah 12 is Israel’s “Songs of Salvation” that we will sing in the future, perhaps at Christ’s coming or during the 
Millennium.  The first hymn has been individualized with the frequent use of the first person pronouns I and me—
each of us will praise the Lord with these sacred words.  The second hymn will also be sung by us (“thou inhabitant 
of Zion”).  It is not evident where we will sing these hymns: perhaps in the temple, at the gathering at Adam-ondi-
Ahman, at general conference, or in other sacred settings. 
Parry, Parry, Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 126 
 
 Two brief psalms comprise the whole of chapter 12, and they provide a suitable conclusion to the messianic 
images of chapter 11.  This short chapter is also a positive, inspirational capstone for the first dozen chapters of 
Isaiah’s writings….In the two psalms of chapter 12, Isaiah speaks for all Israel as he gives thanks and praise to the 
Lord for providing salvation and millennial blessings. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 177-78 
 
 This song of praise unto Jehovah will be sung in the day of Israel’s great restoration.  Paul, in writing to the 
Hebrews, may have been quoting a part of verse 2 to show a brotherhood between Christ and his people (see Heb. 
2:13).  The water which is drawn “out of the wells of salvation” is similarly promised by John the revelator (see Rev. 
21:6); the “water” which is promised and given through Christ is identified by John as the Holy Ghost (see John 7:38-
39). 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1980], 77 
 
2 Nephi 22:1 
“Thine anger is turned away” 
 Covenant Israel felt the wrath of the Lord, now they praise him with song.  Problems created by fallen man 
always find their solution in the atonement and mercy of Christ.  Anger and reconciliation, sin and repentance, fall 
and atonement, death and resurrection, apostasy and restoration—man’s problems and Christ’s solutions are a 
noticeable theme throughout the scriptures.  We learn that we must go through the wilderness before we are led to 
the promised land. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 145 
 
2 Nephi 22:2 
God is my salvation 
 Salvation is spoken of twice in this verse for emphasis.  Lectures on Faith defines salvation as follows: “Salvation 
consists in [gaining] the glory, authority, majesty, power and dominion which Jehovah possesses and in nothing else; 
and no being can possess it but himself or one like him.” 
Parry, Parry, Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 127 
 
Jehovah 
 The covenant or proper name of the God of the Old Testament was so highly reverenced that it was rarely 
spoken.  In fact, the original pronunciation of the name may be unknown to mortal man.  When reading orally, the 
Israelites substituted the name Adonai, meaning literally, my Lord.  Elder James E. Talmage tells us that “Jehovah is 
the Anglicized rendering of the Hebrew, Yahveh or Jahveh, signifying the Self-existent One, or The Eternal.  This 
name is generally rendered in our English version of the Old Testament as LORD, printed in [small] capitals.” …Of 
the four times the sacred name appears unchanged in the Old Testament, Isaiah uses it twice.  Latter-day Saints 
affirm that this holy name is the premortal name of Jesus Christ and has been used in behalf of the Savior in sacred 
places during His postmortal ministry. 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 121 
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2 Nephi 22:3 
Wells of Salvation 
 The “water out of the wells of salvation” is a symbol used in Jeremiah 2:13 and John 4:7-14.  It is life-giving 
“water” of new birth unto salvation and atonement. 
Ellis T. Rasmussen, A Latter-day Saint Commentary on the Old Testament, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1993], 512-513 
 
 Wells of Salvation has reference to the feast of tabernacles, or tents, celebrated by the Jews at the close of the 
year in grateful remembrance of the goodness of God to their fathers in the wilderness, and to themselves, as 
evidenced by abundant harvests and other blessings in the land of Rest (Lev. 23:34).  The observance lasted for 
seven days.  A libation was an important part of the services every day.  It was at the close of such a festival that our 
Lord stood on the temple ground and invited the people to come unto him.  It was the last day.  The water was 
perhaps flowing gently in the trench.  But the crowd was about to disperse.  Each one had to go to his own home and 
leave the life-giving stream for, perhaps, less pleasant water containers.  Then Jesus cried with a loud voice: “If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  He that believeth on me, as the scriptures hath said, out of his 
innermost parts shall flow rivers of living water.”  You need not thirst, because you cannot always stay by this stream 
(John 7:37, 38; cf. John 4:14) Jesus spoke of the spirit which they that believe on him should receive (John 7:39). 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, ed. Philip C. Reynolds, 7 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 1955-1961], 1:360 
 
 Brothers and sisters, let us be anxiously engaged in good causes.  Let us love God the Father and His Son, 
Jesus Christ. Let us sustain and live by the revelations of the restored gospel.  Let us love our fellow beings and fill 
our hearts and souls with the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Then we will sing with Isaiah: 

 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid;… 
 “Therefore with joy shall [I] draw water out of the wells of salvation” (Isaiah 12:2-3)…. 

 Each of us needs to model what it truly means to be a believing and behaving Latter-day Saint….Let us…radiate 
to others the joy, confidence, love, and warmth of being part of the true Church of Christ. 
 Our discipleship is not something to be endured with long face and heavy heart.  Nor is it something to be 
jealously clutched to our bosoms and not shared with others… 
 Remember, too often our behavior is a bigger deterrent to others than is our doctrine. 
M. Russell Ballard, Ensign, Oct. 1999, 62 
 
2 Nephi 22:4 
His name is exalted 
 It will be in the latter days that the gathered hosts of Israel will praise the Lord and call upon his name.  They will 
have learned that the beginning of repentance and the turning away from stubborn apostasy starts with humble 
prayers, and calling upon God to forgive and guide his wayward children.  No longer will they be atheistic or agnostic, 
or seek to hold God in derision.  No longer will they be humanistic or “man centered” in seeking happiness and the 
true meaning of life.  Finally, they will acknowledge the Lord as the Supreme and Exalted One. 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984], 256 
 
2 Nephi 22:5 
 The admonition to “sing unto the Lord” is not one that is reserved for the redeemed remnant of the future.  
Sacred music invites the Spirit of the Lord into our midst and is a wonderful way in which to worship Deity.  Modern 
revelation reminds us that the Lord’s “soul delighteth in the song of the heart; yea, the song of the righteous is a 
prayer unto [Him]” (D&C 25:12). 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 122 
 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                                          2 Nephi 22 

Page 3 of 3 

2 Nephi 22:6 
Inhabitant of Zion 
 The terms cry out, shout, inhabitant, and thee are feminine forms in the Hebrew and personify Christ’s bride who 
is ready to be received by the Holy One of Israel.  Zion is depicted as the bride elsewhere (54:1-6; Rev. 21:2, 9; D&C 
109:73-74), and Jehovah is portrayed as the husband (54:5).  Zion’s inhabitants are the pure in heart (D&C 97:21). 
Parry, Parry, Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 128 
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