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2 Nephi 21 
 Isaiah testifies of Christ as both the “stem of Jesse” (mortal Messiah) and the righteous judge (millennial 
Messiah).  He further testifies of a rod and root of Jesse (Joseph Smith), “a servant in the hands of Christ, who is 
partly a descendant of Jesse as well as of Ephraim, or of the house of Joseph, on whom there is laid much power,” a 
man “unto whom rightly belongs the priesthood, and the keys of the kingdom, for an ensign, and for the gathering of 
[the Lord’s] people in the last days” (D&C 113:1-2, 4-6; cf. JS-H 1:40). 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987-1992], 
1:281 
 

Rod or Root Joseph Smith Jr. (D&C 113:3-4; Sidney B. Sperry, Book of 
Mormon Compendium, 223) 

Stem Jesus Christ (D&C 113:1-2) 

Jesse 
The father of David (Ruth 4:17), Jesse represents the 
royal lineage of King David’s kingdom (Bruce R. 
McConkie, Promised Messiah, 192-92) 

Branch Jesus Christ (Jeremiah 23:3-6; Bruce R. McConkie, Promised 
Messiah, 192-92) 

 
 “Root of Jesse.”  The Doctrine and Covenants identifies this individual as “a descendant of Jesse, as well as of 
Joseph, unto whom rightly belongs the priesthood, and the keys of the kingdom, for an ensign, and for the gathering 
of my people in the last day” (D&C 113:5-6).  The apostle Paul mistakenly identified the “root” as Christ (Rom. 15:12).  
Dr. Sidney B. Sperry explained the reason for this mistake: 
 “Examination of Romans 15:12 demonstrates that Paul was closely following the Septuagint LXX, Greek 
translation) text of Isaiah 11:10 rather than the Hebrew.  As a matter of fact, the LXX version is only a paraphrase of 
the original Hebrew.  We notice that the Greek version of Isaiah 11:1 translates the Hebrew text, ‘stem of Jesse,’ as 
the ‘root of Jesse’ and uses the same phrase in Isaiah 11:10.  Of interest is the fact that the Greek word riza (root) is 
used in both verses to translate different Hebrew words.  Paul would be quick to discern that the ‘root of Jesse’ of the 
LXX text of Isaiah 11:1-5 was the Christ.  And when he observed that the phrase ‘root of Jesse’ was used again in 
verse 10, he would naturally assume that it, too, had reference to the Christ.  Hence the reason for his quotation in 
Romans 15:12.” 
 Who, then, is the “root of Jesse”?  It appears that the Prophet Joseph Smith is both the “rod” and the “root” that 
will come from Jesse… 
 However, Victor Ludlow suggested that “Joseph Smith might not be the only ‘root of Jesse’ in these last days.  
Many presidents of the Church have been related to him by blood, and all have held the priesthood and the keys of 
the kingdom that he held…The ‘root of Jesse’ could also be that particular prophet who will hold the keys when Christ 
returns to preside personally over his kingdom.  The term could even represent the office of the president of the 
Church.  In any case, the ‘root of Jesse” could also be that particular prophet who will hold the keys when Christ 
returns to preside personally over his kingdom.  The term could even represent the office of the president of the 
Church.  In any case, the ‘root of Jesse’ designates a great leader in the Church of Jesus Christ in this dispensation.” 
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 112-13 
 
2 Nephi 21:1-5 
 It is clear from the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants that the principal character in this passage 
is Jesus Christ.  Joseph Smith, recalling the visit of the angel Moroni on the night of September 21, 1823, wrote that 
Moroni “quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that it was about to be fulfilled.” 
 The imagery of the tree in this passage is a natural continuation of the figure used in relationship to Christ and 
the children of Israel throughout the scriptures….Heaven’s Forester carefully trims his trees (consider Zenos’ allegory 
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quoted by Jacob) and in this manner cleans out the evil of his forest.  With God’s cleansing of Israel—cutting down 
boughs here, leveling thickets there, especially the lofty and arrogant ones—all that remains of the people of 
covenant at this reading is a stump.  This prepares the way for flourishing new shoots to come out of the heritage of 
Jesse…. 
 There is warning for all in the language here that speaks of God smiting the earth with the rod of his mouth and 
the very breath of his lips slaying the wicked….In those last days Christ’s judgment will be the truth he speaks and an 
acknowledgment of that truth from all who hear him. 
 In that millennial moment the Messiah will usher in the peace for which all the righteous have wished, worked, 
and waited.” 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 86-87 
 
2 Nephi 21:4 
Smite the earth with rod of his mouth 
 When that time shall come, the “earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”  
Wickedness shall be destroyed, for with righteousness shall Jehovah “judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the 
meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay 
the wicked.” 
 In that day there shall be no “divided Christianity.”  All who will not repent and receive the gospel shall soon be 
removed, and they who shall remain shall learn to worship the true and living God in spirit and in truth.  The Church 
of Jesus Christ shall have sway over all the earth, for Christ shall be the King and Deliverer.  Peace shall prevail both 
among men and among beasts.  Satan shall be bound and his dominion, which he has held by usurpation and fraud 
since the beginning of the earth’s temporal existence, shall come to an end.  The rightful King shall reign and his 
saints shall possess the kingdom according to the vision of Daniel (Isa. 65:17-25; D&C 101:23-31; Dan. 7:14, 22, 27). 
 Jerusalem shall become a righteous city when Israel is gathered and redeemed.  Zion also shall be cleansed of 
all iniquity, and in that day, when Christ shall rule, the word of the Lord to Isaiah shall be fulfilled, “for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isa. 2:3). 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation: Sermons and Writings of Joseph Fielding Smith, ed. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [Salt Lake City: 
Bookcraft, 1954-1956], 1:168-69 
 
 For the righteous and the meek, the judgment shall be a blessing.  The coming of Jesus Christ as Judge will 
improve the justice system of nations and peoples.  The courts will not be influenced by the wickedness of corrupt 
laws and judges that are now part of the fallen earth.  As the Prophet Joseph Smith explained, “The world has had a 
fair trial for six thousand years; the Lord will try the seventh thousand Himself; ‘He whose right it is, will possess the 
kingdom,…Satan will be bound, and the works of darkness destroyed;…and he that fears the Lord will alone be 
exalted in that day.’” (Smith, History of the Church, 5:64-65; see also Isa. 28:17.)  The hopes and dreams of good 
people through the ages will be realized as righteousness becomes the standard of judgment and equity is bestowed 
upon all the inhabitants of the earth…. 
 Isaiah wrote that those who have not known the Lord’s name will also be spared at the beginning of the 
Millennium (see Isa. 66:19).  Those who have not known the name of Jesus Christ, or the non-Christian peoples, are 
referred to as heathen nations.  Concerning those who have not known his name, God revealed further clarification to 
the Prophet Joseph Smith saying that “the heathen nations [shall] be redeemed, and they that knew no law shall 
have part in the first resurrection; and it shall be tolerable for them” (D&C 45:54).  It should be remembered that 
those who lived in wickedness in mortality or “the spirits of men who are to be judged, and are found under 
condemnation…live not again until the thousand years are ended” (D&C 88:100-101).  But many among the heathen 
nations will be able to abide a terrestrial law and enjoy the blessings of the Millennium.  They are good, honorable 
people who have been “blinded by the craftiness of men” (D&C 76:75).  Further, they will receive a testimony of 
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Jesus in the millennial day or will have received this testimony as spirits prior to coming forth in the resurrection from 
the dead (D&C 76:72-74). 
Craig J. Ostler, Voices of Old Testament Prophets: The 26th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 65-
66, 68-69, 83 
 
 During all these years men dwelling in mortality will have the privilege of associating with those who have 
received their resurrection.  Our Lord and Savior will be a familiar figure among the righteous saints.  Instruction will 
be given by resurrected prophets.  How could wickedness remain under such conditions?  Those who have passed 
through the resurrection will not, however, dwell with those in mortality.  They will not stay in earthly, or human 
homes nor sleep in the beds of mortals.  Such a thing would be inconsistent.  Joseph Smith has said: 

 Christ and the resurrected Saints will reign over the earth during the thousand years.  They will not probably dwell on the earth, but 
will visit it when they please, or when it is necessary to govern it.  There will be wicked men on the earth during the thousand years.  The 
heathen nations who will not come up to worship will be visited with the judgments of God, and must eventually be destroyed from the 
earth... 

 The question naturally will arise, if the wicked are to be destroyed when Christ comes, then how can there be 
wicked men on the earth during the Millennium, as stated by Joseph Smith and Isaiah?  It is quite evident that the 
“wickedness” during that time will be among those who are heathen, or have not come into the Church, and their 
wickedness consists of failure to receive the Gospel of Jesus Christ… (D&C 84:50-53). 
 Men will be free from the temptations of Satan; peace will be in the hearts of all men, and it is decreed that in 
time all will receive the truth, for the Gospel is to cover the earth as the waters do the sea. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, The Way to Perfection [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1968], 312-14 
 
2 Nephi 21:6-9 
A New Eden 
 Wolfleopard/lion/lamb/kid/calf.  Six animals are listed (not counting the fatling, see below); three are wild 
carnivores (wolf, leopard, lion) that feed on the three tame animals (lamb, kid, calf).  The wild animals, which are 
ferocious, aggressive, and vicious, are a threat to mankind; the tame animals are docile, submissive, and useful to 
man.  This passage may be taken literally; or the wolf, leopard, and lion may represent those who foment war and 
murder; the lamb, kid, and calf may symbolize meek and peaceful people. 
 Fatling.  The King James Version translation of fatling is probably incorrect.  The Jerusalem Bible suggests “calf 
and lion cub feed together,” replacing fatling with the verb feed. 
 Little child shall lead them.  Small children will not only feel safe among the ferocious beasts but will have control 
over them and lead them. 
 Cow/bear/lion/ox.  Isaiah continues to compare wild, carnivorous animals (bear and lion) with tame animals (cow 
and ox).  His prophecy that the lion will pasture like the ox suggests that there will be no shedding of blood during the 
Millennium by man or beast.  During the Millennium, “the enmity of man, and the enmity of beasts, yea, the enmity of 
all flesh, shall cease from before my face” (D&C 101:26). 
 Their young ones. This refers to the offspring of the cow and the bear and indicates that the subsequent 
generations of beasts will have no hostilities toward one another.  This peaceful state of affairs, wherein no blood is 
shed, will endure…. 
 Both the nursing infant and the weaned toddler are completely helpless in the face of danger, but during the 
Millennium, both will be able to play at the asp (possibly the cobra) and the cockatrice’s (possibly the viper’s) dens, 
for poisonous snakes that once harmed and destroyed will be harmless.  The curse between the seed of the woman 
(the child) and the serpent (Gen. 3:15) will be gone.  The serpents here call to mind “that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan” (Rev. 12:9), whose intent it is to harm and destroy the souls of mankind.  Satan, however, will be 
bound during the Millennium, with all of his angels, so that peaceful conditions can hold sway. 
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 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain.  Enmity will be removed from the earth, and peace, love, 
and kindness will be the rule.  Holy mountain may refer to the entire earth in its temple-like condition. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 119-20 
 
 One of the instructions given by the Prophet during this journey was that his brethren should not kill an animal of 
any kind, unless it became absolutely necessary to save themselves from starvation.  On one occasion…the men 
saw three rattlesnakes and were about to kill them, but Joseph Forbade the act.  He asked the elders how would the 
serpent ever lose its venom while the servants of God made war upon it with desire to kill.  He said: “Men themselves 
must first become harmless before they can expect the brute creation to be so.  When man shall lose his own vicious 
disposition and cease to destroy the inferior animals, the lion and lamb may dwell together and the suckling child play 
with the serpent in safety.”  It was a deep philosophy and contrary to the preconceived notions and early lessons of 
his brethren; but they obeyed.  And soon they experienced the truth of his words.  One of the members of the camp 
by the name of Solomon Humphrey lay down on the prairie one day to rest.  He fell asleep with his hat in hand.  
While he slumbered a large rattlesnake crawled up and coiled between him and his hat, and when Elder Humphrey 
awoke he found the serpent’s head not a foot from his own.  He did not harm it, and when some of his brethren would 
have killed it, he stayed their hands, saying: “No, I will protect him, for he and I have had a good nap together.”  
Although the rattlesnake was roused it made no effort to strike. 
George Q. Cannon, Life of Joseph Smith the Prophet, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1972], 174-75 
 
 I opened the Old Testament randomly and…came upon a prophecy of Zechariah regarding the city of Jerusalem 
in the millennial day: “And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof” (Zech. 
8:5).  That verse for me has ever since personified the joy and peace of the earth’s Sabbath Day—a time to come in 
which children will grow up free from fear, from neglect and abuse, from darkness and ignorance; a time in which the 
little ones of the world will live under the seal of a higher law and a loving Lord.  I yearn for the day when in every 
village and city of the world, boys and girls will play in innocence, and every child know the peace of a happy home.  
For me, that is the Millennium. 
Bruce D. Porter, The King of Kings [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2000], 181 
 
 On the paradisiacal earth “the enmity of all flesh shall cease” (D&C 101:26).  All animals shall mingle together in 
peace, and the appetites of the carnivorous beast shall be changed so that the grass of the field becomes the 
common diet of the animal world (Isa. 11:6-9; 65:25). 
 Man and all forms of life will be vegetarians in the coming day; the eating of meat will cease, because, for one 
thing, death as we know it ceases.  There will be no shedding of blood, because man and animals are changed 
(quickened) and blood no longer flows in their veins. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 496, 658 
 
 Inspired children often show the way through the wilderness….Children often have the “thoughts and [the] 
intents of [their] hearts” focused on the Master.  Though not full of years, such children are full of faith!... 
 It has been a privilege to seal several adopted children to Nan and Dan Barker, now of Arizona.  Some time ago 
Nate, then just over three, said: “Mommy, there is another little girl who is supposed to come to our family.  She has 
dark hair and dark eyes and lives a long way from here.” 
 The wise mother asked, “How do you know this?” 
 “Jesus told me, upstairs.” 

 The mother noted, “We don’t have an upstairs,” but quickly sensed the significance of what had been communicated.  After much 
travail and many prayers, the Barker family were in a sealing room in the Salt Lake Temple in the fall of 1995—where a little girl with dark 
hair and dark eyes, from Kazakhstan, was sealed to them for time and eternity.  Inspired children still tell parents “great and marvelous 
things” (3 Ne. 26:14). 
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 Benjamin Ballam is the special, spina bifida child of Michael and Laurie Ballam.  He has been such a blessing to 
them and many others.  Also spiritually precocious, Benjamin is a constant source of love and reassurance.  Having 
had 17 surgeries, resilient Benjamin knows all about hospitals and doctors.  Once, when an overwhelmed attendant 
became vocally upset—not at Benjamin, but over stressful circumstances—little three-year-old Benjamin exemplified 
the words of another Benjamin about our need to be childlike and “full of love” (Mosiah 3:19).  Little Benjamin 
reached out, tenderly patted the irritated attendant, and said, “I love you anyway.”…No wonder…in certain moments 
we feel children are our spiritual superiors…. 
 Elder Craig Zwick and I shared a precious moment in Fortaleza, Brazil, where we were privileged to bless a 
special seven-year-old boy who was dying of leukemia.  His names—Jared Ammon—tell you much about his parents 
and family….Jared Ammon’s faithful 14-year-old sister held him in her arms.  His stomach was so severely swollen.  
When the stake president lifted the oxygen mask to ask if he would like a blessing, Jared said, “Yes, please.”  It was 
a privilege to bless him and to call him to serve beyond the veil.  Tears flowed, for the Spirit was strong.  The oxygen 
mask was then lifted again, and Jared Ammon was asked if there was anything else we could do for him.  Jared 
meekly requested that we sing for him “I Am a Child of God” (Hymns, no. 301).  Weepingly, we responded to a 
submissive Jared Ammon’s last request, and two hours later he was released from this life. 
 Before emplaning the next day, we went to the viewing at the chapel.  His wonderful parents were full of faith, 
composed, and reverently “willing to submit” (Mosiah 3:19).  The sister who held Jared plans to serve a mission later 
on this side of the veil while Jared serves on the other. 
 Brothers and sisters, no wonder the divine direction is for each of us to “becometh as a child” (Mosiah 
3:19)…Only “after the trial of [our] faith” does the full witness come; meanwhile, often “a little child shall lead [us]” 
(Ether 12:6; Isa. 11:6). 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, May 1996, 69-70 
 
 We ourselves can learn from our children and grandchildren….Our grandson, six-year-old Jeffrey Monson 
Dibb,…along with his girlfriend, went for a walk one day.  They marched up the front steps of a home, not knowing 
who lived there or what affiliation they might have with the Church.  They knocked on the front door, and a woman 
answered.  Without the slightest hesitation, Jeff Dib said to her, “We are the visiting home teachers.  May we come 
in?”  They were ushered into the living room and were asked to be seated.  With total faith the children addressed the 
woman, “Do you have a treat for us?”  What could she do?  She produced a treat, and they had a nice conversation.  
The impromptu teachers departed uttering a sincere “Thank you.” 
 “Come back again,” they heard the woman say, with a smile on her face. 
 “We will,” came the reply. 
 The parents of the two youngsters heard of the incident.  I am certain they were restrained in counseling the little 
ones.  Perhaps they remembered the words from the scriptures: “And a little child shall lead them.” 
Thomas S. Monson, Ensign, Nov. 1997, 19 
 
 Last summer I received a letter from a woman who has emerged from a long period of Church inactivity.  She is 
ever so anxious for her husband, who as yet is not a member of the Church, to share the joy she now feels. 
 She wrote of a trip which she, her husband, and their three sons made from the family home to Grandmother’s 
home in Idaho.  While driving through Salt Lake City, they were attracted by the message which appeared on a 
billboard.  The message invited them to visit Temple Square.  Bob, the nonmember husband, made the suggestion 
that a visit would be pleasant.  The family entered the visitors’ center, and Father took two sons up a ramp that one 
called “the ramp to heaven.”  Mother and three-year-old Tyler were a bit behind the others, they having paused to 
appreciate the beautiful paintings which adorned the walls.  As they walked toward the magnificent sculpture of 
Thorvaldsen’s Christus, tiny Tyler bolted from his mother and ran to the base of the Christus, while exclaiming, “It’s 
Jesus!  It’s Jesus!”  As Mother attempted to restrain her son, Tyler looked back toward her and his father and said, 
“Don’t worry.  He likes children.” 
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 After departing the center and again making their way along the freeway toward Grandmother’s, Tyler moved to 
the front seat next to his father.  Dad asked him what he liked best about their adventure on Temple Square.  Tyler 
smiled up at him and said, “Jesus.” 
 “How do you know that Jesus likes you, Tyler?” 
 Tyler, with a most serious expression on his face, looked up at his father’s eyes and answered, “Dad, didn’t you 
see his face?”  Nothing else needed to be said. 
 As I read this account, I thought of the statement from the book of Isaiah:  “And a little child shall lead them.” 
(Isa. 11:6). 
Thomas S. Monson, Ensign, May 1990, 53 
 
2 Nephi 21:9 
Earth full of knowledge 
 All things…will be revealed anew, in order to fulfill that passage….Things of all former dispensations will be 
made manifest and revealed anew. 
Orson Pratt, Journal of Discourses, 16:47 
 
 Advances in communication and travel during this last century have hastened the pace at which the word of the 
Lord goes out from Zion (see Micah 4:2).  I feel much like Isaiah, who spoke of our time, when “the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9).  I believe that this marvelous outpouring of 
knowledge has heightened our ability to take the Lord’s saving message to the world, “that repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name among all nations” (Luke 24:47). 
James E. Faust, Ensign, May 1999, 19 
 
 [2 Ne. 30:8.] Has he fulfilled that promise?  If there be anybody in this house past seventy-five years of age who 
will take the time to think of what has occurred since the Book of Mormon was first published, he will discover that 
almost every implement, almost every convenience now enjoyed by mankind, has come since the Book of Mormon 
issued from the press in the year 1830.  We are witnesses this day that in a hundred years this world has made 
progress along most lines greater than in all the previous centuries since the earth was created and our first parents 
came upon it.  The Lord said he would commence his work among the nations.  Man had had his trial; men for 
thousands of years had worked at it.  But when the Lord set his hand and when he began to quicken the minds of 
men by the inspiration of his holy power men began to work out wonderful inventions that have changed the entire 
condition of this world.  I say to you that after a hundred years we are living in a new world.  But the work of the Lord 
has only just begun. 
George Albert Smith, Conference Report, Apr. 1930, 67-68 
 
 In our day we are experiencing an explosion of knowledge about the world and its people.  But the people of the 
world are not experiencing a comparable expansion of knowledge about God and his plan for his children.  On that 
subject, what the world needs is not more scholarship and technology but more righteousness and revelation. 
 I long for the day prophesied by Isaiah when “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord” (Isa. 11:9; 2 
Ne. 21:9).  In an inspired utterance, the Prophet Joseph Smith described the Lord’s “pouring down knowledge from 
heaven upon the heads of the Latter-day Saints” (D&C 121:33).  This will not happen for those whose “hearts are set 
so much upon the things of this world, and aspire to the honors of men.” (v. 35)…The Lord makes this great promise 
to the faithful: 

 The doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as the dews from heaven. 
 The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, and thy scepter an unchanging scepter of righteousness and truth; and thy 
dominion shall be an everlasting dominion, and without compulsory means it shall flow into thee forever and ever (D&C 121:45-46). 

Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, May 1989, 30 
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2 Nephi 21:10-12 
Two Gatherings 
 From this scripture we learn that the events described were to be in the future: “The Lord shall set his hand 
again the second time to recover the remnant of his people.”  There could not be a “second time” unless there had 
been a first.  The first time was when the Lord led Israel out of Egyptian bondage and captivity. 
LeGrand Richards, A Marvelous Work and a Wonder, rev. ed. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1979], 202 
 
 The time has at last arrived when the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has set His hand again the 
second time to recover the remnants of his people, which have been left from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea, and 
with them to bring in the fullness of the Gentiles, and establish that covenant with them, which was promised when 
their sins should be taken away….This covenant has never been established with the house of Israel, nor with the 
house of Judah….Christ, in the days of His flesh, proposed to make a covenant with them, but they rejected Him and 
His proposals, and in consequence thereof, they were broken off, and no covenant was made with them at that 
time….Thus after this chosen family had rejected Christ and His proposals, the heralds of salvation said to them, “Lo, 
we turn unto the Gentiles;” and the Gentiles received the covenant, and were grafted in from whence the chosen 
family were broken off. 
Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 1, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976], 313 
 
 Some members of the Church have an erroneous idea that when the millennium comes all of the people are 
going to be swept off the earth except righteous members of the Church.  That is not so.  There will be millions of 
people, Catholics, Protestants, agnostics, Mohammedans, people of all classes, and of all beliefs, still permitted to 
remain upon the face of the earth, but they will be those who have lived clean lives, those who have been free from 
wickedness and corruption.  All who belong, by virtue of their good lives, to the terrestrial order, as well as those who 
have kept the celestial law, will remain upon the face of the earth during the millennium. 
 Eventually, however, the knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters do the sea.  But there will be 
need for the preaching of the gospel, after the millennium is brought in, until all men are either converted or pass 
away.  In the course of the thousand years all men will either come into the Church, or kingdom of God, or they will 
die and pass away.  In that day there will be no death until men are old.  Children will not die but will live to the age of 
a tree.  Isaiah says this is 100 years.  When the time comes for men to die, they will be changed in the twinkling of an 
eye and there will be no graves. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation: Sermons and Writings of Joseph Fielding Smith, ed. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book Co., 1954-1956], 1:86-87 
 
 The second gathering will see remnants return from all directions (as symbolized by different countries: Assyria 
= Modern Iraq; Egypt, Pathros = Egypt; Cush = Ethiopia; Elam = Iran; Shinar = Iraq; Hamath = Syria) and from 
various continents (islands of the sea).  The Lord will also set up a church (or ensign) for the nations and the 
scattered outcasts of Israel. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Unlocking the Old Testament [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1981], 158-59 
 
 Isaiah prophesied “that the Lord shall set his hand again…to recover the remnant of his people” (Isa. 11:11).  
Jeremiah declared that “remnants” would come from “the land of the north” (Jer. 3:18; 16:14-15; cf. 23:7-8; 31:8) and 
that the Lord would “make a new covenant” with them (Jer. 31:31). 
 Book of Mormon prophets affirmed that the Lord had not forgotten the ten tribes, and that they are keeping 
records that will yet be revealed (2 Ne. 29:12-14).  When the resurrected Jesus Christ appeared in the Americas, he 
spoke of being commanded of the Father to minister unto the lost tribes, “for they are not lost unto the Father” (3 Ne. 
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17:4).  Jesus also promised that the Lord’s redemptive work in the last days would include “the tribes which have 
been lost” (3 Ne. 21:26)…. 
 On April 3, 1836, Moses appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple and 
committed to them the “keys of the gathering of Israel…and the leading of the ten tribes from the land of the north” 
(D&C 110:11).  These keys still rest with the President off the Church.  In time, the ten tribes are to be “crowned with 
glory…by the hands of the servants of the Lord, even the children of Ephraim” (D&C 133:26-34)….Plainly, according 
to scripture and teachings of LDS leaders, descendants of the lost tribes—wherever they may be—have continued to 
receive divine attention and will receive future blessings. 
David L. Bolliger, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, ed. Daniel H. Ludlow, 4 vols. [New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1992], 2:709 
 
 In the LDS perspective, gathering Israel in the latter days consists of the following: (1) the spiritual gathering, 
which includes coming to know that Jesus is the Christ and joining The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; 
(2) the assembling of Church members to organized Stakes; and (3) the gathering of the descendants of Jacob’s 
twelve sons—including the lost ten tribes (D&C 1101)—to the lands of their inheritance.  These gatherings are 
necessary because of ancient apostasies that resulted in the dispersion of Israel into all nations (Deut. 4:27; 28:64; 
Jer. 16:13; Hosea 9:17)….. 
 Anciently, the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, and Isaiah prophesied a future recovery of Israel from many 
lands (Isa. 11:11-13; cf. 2 Ne. 6:14). 
Terry L. Niederhauser, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, ed. Daniel H. Ludlow, 4 vols. [New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1992], 710 
 
2 Nephi 21:10, 12 
Ensign 
 What that Statue of Liberty has symbolized to the oppressed and downtrodden of Europe, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is to the world. 
 The restored gospel, the Church, has reared an ensign to the nations…and invites the world to peace, to rest, to 
contentment. 
David O. McKay, Conference Report, Apr. 1963, 97 
 
 This Church is the standard which Isaiah said the Lord would set up for the people in the latter days….This 
Church is the ensign on the mountain spoken of by the Old Testament prophets. 
Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, Apr. 1961, 119 
 
 Rising above the Salt Lake Valley is a dome-shaped peak.  Brigham Young saw it in a vision before the Saints 
left Nauvoo.  He saw an ensign descend upon the hill and heard the voice of Joseph Smith say, “Build under [that] 
point…and you will prosper and have peace” (quoted by George A. Smith, in Deseret News [semiweekly], 29 June 
1869, 3). 
 When Brigham Young first arrived in the valley, he immediately recognized the peak.  On the morning of July 26, 
1847, the men who would eventually comprise the new First Presidency, along with several members of the Twelve, 
climbed its slopes. 
 This small group of priesthood leaders gazed out upon the valley below.  “This is whereon we will plant the soles 
of our feet,” President Young said, “and where the Lord will place his name among his people” (quoted by Erastus 
Snow, in Deseret News, 22 Oct. 1873, 5). 
 As I now stand at Ensign Peak and see the valley below, I marvel at the foresight of that little group.  These 
prophets, dressed in old, travel-worn clothes, standing inn boots they had worn for more than a thousand miles, 
spoke of a millennial vision.  It was both bold and audacious.  It was almost unbelievable. 
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 Here they were, almost a thousand miles from the nearest settlement to the east and almost eight hundred miles 
from the Pacific coast.  They were in an untried climate.  They had never raised a crop here.  They had not built a 
structure of any kind. 
 They were exiles, driven from their city on the Mississippi into this desert region of the West.  But they were 
possessed of a vision drawn from the scriptures and words of revelation: “And he shall set up an ensign for the 
nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners 
of the earth” (Isa. 11:12). 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, May 1997, 63 
 
2 Nephi 21:12 
Gather Israel & Judah 
 Here is a declaration that the two great kingdoms of Israel—its “out-casts,” the ten tribes, scattered seven 
hundred and twenty years before Christ, and the “dispersed of Judah,” dispersed among all nations, shall be 
gathered.  But before he gathers them he will set up an ensign—an ensign is to be raised in the latter-days especially 
for the gathering of Israel….The Lord has never said that he will lift it up before the time comes to gather Israel….He 
must begin it among the Gentiles,…as Isaiah tells us in the 49th chapter—a standard or ensign, to which the people 
will gather, will be reared among the Gentiles.  Recollect this is something to be commenced among the Gentiles, not 
among the Jewish nation, not away yonder in Palestine or Jerusalem. 
Orson Pratt, Journal of Discourses, 14:66-67 
 
 The Jews have got to gather to their own land in unbelief.  They will go and rebuild Jerusalem and their 
temple….When they have done this and rebuilt their city, the Gentiles, in fulfillment of the words of Ezekiel, Jeremiah, 
and other prophets, will go up against Jerusalem to battle and to take a spoil and a prey; and then, when they have 
taken one-half of Jerusalem captive and distressed the Jews for the last time on the earth, their Great Deliverer, 
Shiloh, will come.  They do not believe in Jesus of Nazareth now, nor ever will, until he comes and sets his foot on 
Mount Olivet and it cleaves in twain, one part going towards the east, and the other towards the west.  Then, when 
they behold the wounds in his hands and in his feet, they will say, “Where did you get them?”  And he will reply, “I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, your Shiloh, Him whom you crucified.”  Then, for the first time will the eyes of 
Judah be opened.  They will remain in unbelief until that day. 
Wilford Woodruff, The Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, ed. G. Homer Durham, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1946], 118-119 
 
2 Nephi 21:12-13 
Judah & Ephraim 
 It is important to know biblical history in order to understand how significant it is that Judah and Ephraim will be 
at peace in that day (Isa. 11:12-13).  In biblical times, Ephraim, the Northern Kingdom (also called Israel), and Judah, 
the Southern Kingdom, often fought each other (Isa. 11:13), as we have seen (Isa. 7-8).  Things will be otherwise in 
the Millennium, when they will come together amicably.  As the scattered bones of a body will be reunited into one 
body, so scattered Israelites will become one nation under one king (see Ezek. 37:1-14). 
Keith A. Meservy, Studies in Scripture, Vol. 4, ed. Kent P. Jackson [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1993], 103 
 
 The entire verse recalls the tensions and hostilities that existed between Ephraim (the Northern Kingdom) and 
Judah (the Southern Kingdom), beginning with Jeroboam’s break with Rehoboam (1 Kgs. 11-12).  God’s latter-day 
gathering will result in the uniting of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel, made possible because the gospel teaches 
peace and love and because the Messiah, who is the true king of Israel and Judah, rules with justice and 
righteousness (11:1-5).  The Book of Mormon also plays a prominent role in reuniting Ephraim and Judah (Ezek. 
37:15-28). 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 124 
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 Who is Judah?  The Jews.  Who is Ephraim?  Those of the birthright, the leaders of the kingdom, the Church.  
This harmony between Judah and Ephraim is something never before experienced, due to the early envy and 
jealousy inherited from Judah himself toward the chosen son of Joseph.  News releases of the day confirm and fulfill 
this latter-day prophecy.  Judah has given Ephraim a position on its famous Mount Olivet for a historical monument of 
peace, the Orson Hyde Memorial.  The Jerusalem Post referred to President Spencer W. Kimball as a “prophet in the 
line of Abraham and Moses.”  
Church News, Dec. 29, 1979, 5 
 
2 Nephi 21:14 
“Shoulders of Philistines” 
 Seven hundred years before the birth of the Savior, the Prophet Isaiah, looking down the vista of time, saw the 
Latter-day gathering of the scattered House of Israel, and said concerning them: “They shall fly upon the shoulders of 
the Philistines toward the West.”  We recognize the fulfillment of that prophecy in the founding of this Church by 
Joseph Smith, a lineal descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who thus lifted the Ensign for the gathering of their 
descendants from their long dispersion among the nations.  But a part of the fulfillment rests with the Gentiles.  Their 
steamships, their railroads, their means of rapid transit and communication—these are “the shoulders of the 
Philistines,” upon which the children of Ephraim have been and are being brought to the West, to the land of Zion, 
where the New Jerusalem is to rise, where the pure in heart will assemble, and the necessary preparation be made 
for the coming of the Lord in his glory.  God works outside as well as inside his Church, and uses big things and little 
things for the accomplishment of his purposes. 
Orson F. Whitney, in Conference Report, Oct. 1919, p. 69 
 
2 Nephi 21:14-15 
United Israel and Judah “shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab” and Egypt 
 These verses have a double meaning.  In addition to latter-day Israel having physical power over their enemies, 
some of these countries and cities often carry a symbolic meaning. 
Assyria  = World’s power 
Moab = World’s pride (see also Isaiah 16:6) 
Egypt = World’s glory and abundance 
Damascus = World’s gods, idols of men 
Jerusalem = Worldly or false piety 
Babylon = World wickedness 
Edom = Fallen world 
 The added symbolic meaning teaches that Israel and Judah in the last days will conquer or overcome worldly 
pride (Moab), fallen nature (Edom), and worldly glories and riches (Egypt). 
Brian S. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 88 
 
 
2 Nephi 21:15-16 
Tongue, Highway 
 The word tongue should be translated “gulf.”  This phrase recalls the occasion when Moses and the Israelites 
crossed the Red Sea on dry ground (Ex. 14:21-22), an event that anticipates the gathering in the last days, when no 
powerful nation, mortal tyrant, or army will stop the promised events of the gathering of the saints around God’s 
standard. 
 With his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river…and make men go over dryshod.  Three elements in 
this passage, mighty wind, hand, and go over dryshod, recall the Israelites’ crossing of the Red Sea.  “Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and 
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made the sea dry land…And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground” (Ex. 14:21-22; 
emphasis added).  The same powers that guided the ancient Israelites out of Egypt will guide modern Israel out of 
symbolic Egypt (the world) to their gathering places. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 124 
 
 Various interpretations have been rendered for the term “tongue of the Egyptian sea” in verse fifteen.  It might be the 
western arm of the Red Sea (or Gulf of Suez) near the Suez Canal.  Another possibility is the delta (or tongue) of the Nile that 
protrudes into the Mediterranean Sea along Egypt’s north coast.  The most likely explanation would be the large inland sea 
created late each spring as the Nile overflows its banks and floods a large part of the valley, like a tongue sticking far inland.  
Isaiah 19:5-10 describes this even in greater detail.  This prophecy has been fulfilled since the building of the Aswan Dam and 
the destruction of the traditional way of life along the Nile. 
 The Lord will also divert “the river” (usually understood to be the Euphrates River) into seven streams so travelers can walk 
across without getting their feet wet.  Verse sixteen says that a highway will be prepared for the remnant of Israel coming from 
Assyria (the land on the other side of the Euphrates).  Isaiah 19:23-25 prophecies of a highway all the way from Assyria (through 
Israel) to Egypt.  Other prophecies also describe a great highway for the righteous in the last days (Isa. 35:8-10; 51:9-11; D&C 
133:27). 
 Although this highway could be a literal, physical road, it may represent any means of transportation, such as an airway or 
railroad.  The Lord did not create a literal road for ancient Israel, but he did prepare the way for them so they would reach their 
destination.  He will do the same for Israel in the last days, and they will recognize his hand I their return (Jer. 16:14-15; 30; 31). 
Victor L. Ludlow, Unlocking the Old Testament [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1981], 159-60 
 
 Here are the ten tribes of Israel, we know nothing about them only what the Lord has said by His Prophets.  
There are Prophets among them, and by and by they will come along, and they will smite the rocks, and the 
mountains of ice will flow down at their presence, and a highway will be cast up before them, and they will come to 
Zion, receive their endowments, and be crowned under the hands of the children of Ephraim…They will receive their 
blessings and endowments, from under the children Ephraim. 
Wilford Woodruff, Journal of Discourses, 4:231-32 
 
 Isaiah…in an apparent reference to the joining of the continents, and using that prophetic imagery for which he 
has such great renown, says: “Thy land shall be married” (Isa. 62:4).  Also in a setting relative to the Millennium and 
the gathering of Israel, Isaiah says, “There shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left.”  
That is, those who are left because they have abided the day of our Lord’s coming shall find a highway to lead them 
to their appointed gathering places.  It shall then be, Isaiah says, “like as it was to Israel in the day that he came up 
out of the land of Egypt” (Isa. 11:16).  As the Lord provided a highway through the Red Sea for his people anciently, 
as they traveled to their promised land, so will he provide a way for them to travel in the latter days.  Our latter-day 
revelation, after stating that the great deep shall be driven back into the north countries and that the continents shall 
become one land, states that “they who are in the north countries,” meaning the Ten tribes, shall return.  “And an 
highway shall be cast up in the midst of the great deep” for them (D&C 133:23-27).  Would we go too far astray if we 
were to suggest that the highway is created by the joined landmasses, and that as ancient Israel found a dry path 
through the Red Sea, so latter-day Israel will find a dry path where the Atlantic Ocean once was? 
Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 624-25 
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