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Blessings of Studying Isaiah 
 

Bible Dictionary 
Isaiah (The Lord is salvation) 
 Son of Amoz, a prophet in Jerusalem during 40 
years, 740-701 B.C. He had great religious and 
political influence during the reign of Hezekiah, whose 
chief advisor he was. Tradition states that he was 
“sawn asunder” during the reign of Manasseh; for that 
reason he is often represented in art holding a saw.  
 Isaiah is the most quoted of all the prophets, 
being more frequently quoted by Jesus, Paul, Peter, 
and John (in his Revelation) than any other O.T. 
prophet. Likewise the Book of Mormon and the 
Doctrine and Covenants quote from Isaiah more than 
from any other prophet. The Lord told the Nephites 
that “great are the words of Isaiah,” and that all things 
Isaiah spoke of the house of Israel and of the gentiles 
would be fulfilled (3 Ne. 23: 1-3).  
 The writings of Isaiah deal with events of his day 
as well as events beyond his time, some of which 
have already come to pass and others are yet to be. 
The bulk of Isaiah’s prophecies deal with the coming 
of the Redeemer, both in his first appearance (“For 
unto us a child is born,” Isa. 9: 6) and as the Great 
King at the last day, as the God of Israel. A major 
theme is that God requires righteousness of his 
people, and until they obey him they will be smitten 
and scattered by their enemies. But in the end, Israel 
will be restored; the barren land will be made fruitful 
and able to support a large population; and the Lord, 
the Holy One of Israel, will dwell in the midst of his 
people, who will be called Zion.  
 Some notable references are the following: Ch. 1, 
which is a prologue to the rest of the book; Isa. 7: 14; 
Isa. 9: 6-7; Isa. 11: 1-5; Isa. 53: 1-12; and Isa. 61: 1-3, 
which foreshadow the mission of the Savior; chs. 2, 
11, 12, and 35, which deal with events in the latter 
day, when the gospel is restored, Israel is gathered, 
and the thirsty land blossoms as the rose; ch. 29, an 
exposition of the coming forth of the Book of Mormon 
(cf. 2 Ne. 27); and chs. 40 - 46, which extol the 
superiority of Jehovah as the true God over the idol 
gods of the pagan worshippers. The remaining chs., 

47 - 66, deal with events in the final restoration of 
Israel, the cleansing of the earth, and the 
establishment of Zion, with the Lord dwelling among 
his people.  
 A major difficulty in understanding the book of 
Isaiah is his extensive use of symbolism, as well as 
his prophetic foresight and literary style; these take 
many local themes (which begin in his own day) and 
extend them to a latter-day fulfillment or application. 
Consequently, some prophecies are probably fulfilled 
more than one time and/or have more than one 
application.  
 Some notable references to Isaiah in the N.T. are 
Luke 4: 16-21; John 1: 23; Acts 8: 26-35; 1 Cor. 2: 9; 
1 Cor. 15: 54-56. When the angel Moroni came to 
Joseph Smith on September 21-22, 1823, he quoted 
Isa. 11 and said it was about to be fulfilled (JS-H 1: 
40).  
The reader today has no greater written commentary 
and guide to understanding Isaiah than the Book of 
Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants. As one 
understands these works better he will understand 
Isaiah better, and as one understands Isaiah better, 
he more fully comprehends the mission of the Savior, 
and the meaning of the covenant that was placed 
upon Abraham and his seed by which all the families 
of the earth would be blessed.  
 
3 Nephi 23:1-3 
 1 AND now, behold, I say unto you, that ye ought 
to search these things. Yea, a commandment I give 
unto you that ye search these things diligently; for 
great are the words of Isaiah. 
 2 For surely he spake as touching all things 
concerning my people which are of the house of 
Israel; therefore it must needs be that he must speak 
also to the Gentiles. 
 3 And all things that he spake have been and 
shall be, even according to the words which he 
spake. 
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1 Nephi 19:23, 24 
 23 And I did read many things unto them which 
were written in the books of Moses; but that I might 
more fully persuade them to believe in the Lord their 
Redeemer I did read unto them that which was written 
by the prophet Isaiah; for I did liken all scriptures unto 
us, that it might be for our profit and learning. 
 24 Wherefore I spake unto them, saying: Hear ye 
the words of the prophet, ye who are a remnant of the 
house of Israel, a branch who have been broken off; 
hear ye the words of the prophet, which were written 
unto all the house of Israel, and liken them unto 
yourselves, that ye may have hope as well as your 
brethren from whom ye have been broken off; for 
after this manner has the prophet written. 
 
2 Nephi 6:4, 5 
 4 And now, behold, I would speak unto you 
concerning things which are, and which are to come; 
wherefore, I will read you the words of Isaiah. And 
they are the words which my brother has desired that 
I should speak unto you. And I speak unto you for 
your sakes, that ye may learn and glorify the name of 
your God. 
 5 And now, the words which I shall read are they 
which Isaiah spake concerning all the house of Israel; 
wherefore, they may be likened unto you, for ye are of 
the house of Israel. And there are many things which 
have been spoken by Isaiah which may be likened 
unto you, because ye are of the house of Israel. 
 
2 Nephi 11:8 
 8 And now I write some of the words of Isaiah, 
that whoso of my people shall see these words may 
lift up their hearts and rejoice for all men. Now these 
are the words, and ye may liken them unto you and 
unto all men. 
 
2 Nephi 25:6 
 6 But behold, I, Nephi, have not taught my 
children after the manner of the Jews; but behold, I, of 
myself, have dwelt at Jerusalem, wherefore I know 
concerning the regions round about; and I have made 
mention unto my children concerning the judgments 

of God, which hath come to pass among the Jews, 
unto my children, according to all that which Isaiah 
hath spoken, and I do not write them. 
 
2 Nephi 25:8 
 8 Wherefore, they are of worth unto the children 
of men, and he that supposeth that they are not, unto 
them will I speak particularly, and confine the words 
unto mine own people; for I know that they shall be of 
great worth unto them in the last days; for in that day 
shall they understand them; wherefore, for their good 
have I written them. 
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1 Nephi 20:1 
“Out of the waters of baptism” 
 This clause first appeared in the 1840 and 1842 editions of the Book of Mormon.  It did not appear again until the 
1920 edition, and it has been in all editions since that time.  It appears to be a prophetic commentary by Joseph 
Smith to explain the meaning of the phrase “out of the waters of Judah.”…If this phrase were a restoration of the 
original text, as found in the more pure version on the brass plates from which it comes, it would have appeared in 
the 1830 edition of the Book of Mormon….Through the use of this phrase, Joseph Smith is calling our attention to the 
fact that the ordinance of baptism was as common to the people of the Old Testament as it was to the people of the 
Book of Mormon. 
Robert Millet and J.F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary of the Book of Mormon, 1:151-152 
 
1 Nephi 20:9-11 
 Here the Lord says that for his “name’s sake” and for his “praise” he would not cut Israel off, despite their 
wickedness.  The reasoning is similar to that used by Moses when he interceded in behalf of Israel after the incident 
with the golden calf.  Moses’ argument was threefold: first, that they were God’s people, he having brought them out 
of Egypt by his own power; second, that God’s glory was thus involved and would be shamed in the sight of Israel’s 
enemies; and third, that God had covenanted with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to raise up a mighty nation from their 
seed. (Exodus 32:11-14.) 
Robert Millet and J.F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary of the Book of Mormon, 1:154 
 
1 Nephi 20:10 

The Silversmith 
 Some time ago, a few ladies met to study the scriptures.  While reading the third chapter of Malachi, they came 
upon a remarkable expression in the third verse: 
 “And He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver” (Malachi 3:3). 
 One lady decided to visit a silversmith, and report to the others on what he said about the subject.  She went 
accordingly, and without telling him the reason for her visit, begged the silversmith to tell her about the process of 
refining silver.  After he had fully described it to her, she asked, “Sir, do you sit while the work of refining is going on?”  
“Oh, yes ma’am,” replied the silversmith; “I must sit and watch the furnace constantly, for, if the time necessary for 
refining is exceeded in the slightest degree, the silver will be injured.” 
 The lady at once saw the beauty and comfort of the expression.  “He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.”  
God sees it necessary to put His children into the furnace; but His eye is steadily intent on the work of purifying, and 
His wisdom and love are both engaged in the best manner for us.  Our trials do not come at random, and He will not 
let us be tested beyond what we can endure.  Before she left, the lady asked one final question, “How do you know 
when the process is complete?”  “That’s quite simple,” replied the silversmith.  “When I can see my own image in the 
silver, the refining process is finished.” 
Author Unknown 
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1 Nephi 20:12 
How is Jesus Christ both the first and the last? 

First Last 
He was the first spirit born to our Heavenly parents 
(Joseph Fielding Smith, Restoration of All Things, 250 

He was the last sacrifice of the Law of Moses (Alma 
34:14). 

He was the first and only mortal begotten by our 
Heavenly Father (Luke 1:32, 35). He will be the last and final judge of all (John 5:22). 

He was the first and only mortal born to a virgin (1 
Nephi 11:20). 

His second coming will be at “the last day” (D&C 
52:44). 

He was the first and only mortal to live a perfect life 
(1 Peter 1:19). 

In his second coming he will appear last to the 
Jews (1 Nephi 13:42). 

He was the first to be resurrected (Acts 26:23).  
First he came to the Jews (1 Nephi 13:42).  

 

 The overall message of Christ being the first and the last is that he stands unique in so many ways as the one 
and only.  He is “the way” (John 14:6) and “there is none other way nor name given under heaven whereby man can 
be saved” (2 Nephi 31:21).  It also implies that Jesus experienced the greatest extremes; he descended below all 
things and will ascend above all things. 
Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 36-37 
 
1 Nephi 20:14 
 One of the challenges of understanding Isaiah is identifying the pronouns in the text.  The following identities 
should help.  “All ye (Judah) assemble (gather) yourselves, and hear (the word of God); who (the prophets) among 
[Judah] hath declared these things unto [Judah]?  The Lord hath loved [Judah]; yea, and [the Lord] will fulfill his word 
which he hath declared by [the prophets]; and he will do his pleasure (desired outcome) on Babylon (who captured 
Judah), and [the Lord’s] arm (power) shall come upon the Chaldeans (the portion of Babylon in the south and east, 
the learned class) (v. 14).  The interpretive brackets are based upon “the judgments of God, which came to pass 
among the Jews” that helped Nephi understand Isaiah (2 Nephi 25:6).  Some bible scholars interpret the “him” to be 
Cyrus who allowed the Jews to return from Babylon, but in the author’s opinion the Book of Mormon text supports the 
broader interpretation. 
Monte S. Nyman, I, Nephi Wrote This Record, p. 307 
 
 Sidney Sperry suggests the servant is Cyrus, king of Persia, through whom the Lord will accomplish His work.  
(Book of Mormon Compendium, 130.)  This is consistent with the footnote reference in the LDS edition of the Bible.  
Monte Nyman believes the referent of “him” is Israel (Great Are the Words of Isaiah, 171), while Victor Ludlow 
believes the description best fits the Lord Jesus Christ Himself (Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet, 405).  In the latter 
instance, Jesus could be delivering a prophecy about Himself as a Spokesman for the Father.  In any event, the work 
to be done by this servant, whoever he may be, has the divine approbation of Deity. 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr. Isaiah Plain and Simple, pp. 181-182 
 
1 Nephi 20:14-17 
Who is the one the Lord “loved,” “called,” “prosper[ed],” and “sent”? 
 One of Isaiah’s most predominant themes is the gathering of Israel, which is accomplished primarily through the 
restoration of the gospel and Israel joining that restored gospel through baptism (see 1 Nephi 120:1).  Several 
scholars disagree about who the Lord “loved, “”called,” “prosper[ed],” and “sent” in verses 14-17.  Brother Monte 
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Nyman suggests it is “Israel” (see Great Are the Words of Isaiah, 171).  This seems most correct and yet too general 
to be completely clear.  Will Israel gather Israel?  That seems a bit confusing.  We know in the last days that the Lord 
will use Ephraim—one of the tribes of Israel—to gather the rest of Israel and the Gentiles (see D&C 113:3-6; 133:30-
33).  Thus the best answer to this question seems to be the tribe of Ephraim. 
Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 37 
 
1 Nephi 20:17-21 
Blessings of Keeping Commandments 

Profit, or prosperity (v. 17) 
God’s guidance (v. 17) 
Peace (v. 18) 
Many offspring (v. 19) 
Deliverance from enemies (v. 20) 
Basic necessities will be met (v. 21) 

Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 37 
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