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2 Nephi 20 
Chiasmus 
 Chiasmus:  Style of writing that consists of arranging a series of words or ideas in one order and repeating it in 
reverse order.  The main idea is at the turning point where the second half begins. 
 
 
A.  The wicked will bow down (vs. 1-4) 
 B.  Assyria raised by the Lord (5) 
 C.  The Assyrian king speaks against Jerusalem (6-11) 
 D.  The Lord will punish proud Assyria (12-14) 
 E.  An ax is used as a tool (15) 
 F.  The Lord is a burning fire in the land (16-17) 
 G.  Out of all the [multitudes]—only a remnant returns (18-19) 
 H.  A remnant of Israel shall return to the Lord (20-21) 
 G.  Out of the “sands of the sea”—only a remnant returns (22) 
 F.  A divine consumption is in the land (23) 
 E.  A rod is used as an instrument (24-26) 
 D.  Assyria’s yoke will be lifted (27) 
 C.  Assyrian army approaches Jerusalem (28-32) 
 B.  Assyria humbled by the Lord (33) 
A.  The haughty will be cut down (34) 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet, p. 161 
 
 If chiasmus can be convincingly identified in the Book of Mormon, it will testify of the book’s ancient origin.  No 
one in America, let alone in western New York, fully understood chiasmus in 1830.  Joseph Smith had been dead ten 
full years before John Forbes’s book was published in Scotland.  Even many prominent Bible scholars today know 
little about chiastic forms beyond the name and a few passages where they might be found.  The possibility of 
Joseph Smith’s noticing the form accidentally is also remote, since most biblical passages containing inverted word 
orders have been rearranged into natural word orders in the King James translation.  Even had he known of the form, 
he would still have had the overwhelming task of writing original, artistic chiastic sentences….If the Book of Mormon 
is found to contain true chiastic forms in an ancient style, then is not the book’s own repeated claim to be the product 
of an ancient culture veritably substantiated? 
John W. Welch, Book of Mormon Authorship, ed. Noel B. Reynolds [Provo: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 1982], 41-42 
 
Assyria and the Last Days 
 The first portion of this chapter prophesies of the coming destruction of Assyria, and the last part compares this 
destruction to what will happen to the wicked in the last days. 
Daniel H. Ludlow, A Companion to Your Study of the Old Testament [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1981], 289 
 
 Judah was the hypocritical nation referred to in Isaiah 10:6.  It would be brought down, for “the eyes of the lofty 
shall be humbled” (Isa. 5:15).  In Isaiah 10, we see how God’s divine purpose was accomplished, even though the 
principal agent by which it was done was evil.  God used the Assyrians to bring about his judgments on Judah.  The 
Assyrians intended to conquer and plunder (Isa. 10:7-11, 13-14), but God intended to humble his hypocritical, proud, 
and rebellious people (Isa. 10:5-6).  They both intended to devastate Judah, though their reasons differed.  Still, God 
empowered the Assyrians to do it (cf. Deut. 28:47-52). 

1 

2 

3 

4 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                                          2 Nephi 20 

Page 2 of 8 

 Ahaz’s successor was the faithful king Hezekiah, who vainly tried to turn his people back to God after his father 
had led them astray (see Isa. 36-37; 2 Kgs. 18-19).  The Assyrian king Sennacherib rightly claimed that God had 
called him to attack Judah (Isa. 36:10).  Thus, he “came up against all the defenced [fortified] cities of Judah, and 
took them” (Isa. 36:1)….Sennacherib glorified himself by crediting his mighty armies and superior leaders for his 
victory over Judah; he boasted, “By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent” (Isa. 
10:13). 
 The Lord had foretold what would happen if the Assyrians took the honor to themselves: “When the Lord hath 
performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of 
Assyria, and the glory of his high looks” (Isa. 10:12)….The Lord humbled Sennacherib by devastating his army and 
preserving Jerusalem intact, in answer to the faith of Hezekiah and his people (Isa. 37:33-37). 
 In chapter 10 (vv. 20-27), Isaiah again referred to the day when a remnant would escape and return, a theme 
reflected in the name of his son Shear-jashub (Isa. 7:3; 10:21-22). 
Keith A. Meservy, Studies in Scripture, Vol. 4, Ed. Kent P. Jackson, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1993], 99-100 
 
 The scattering occurred in three primary phases: (1) the Assyrian captivity of the northern kingdom of ten of the 
tribes of Israel (c. 722 B.C.); (2) the Babylonian captivity of the kingdom of Judah (c. 587 B.C.); and (3) the 
destruction of the Judean state and second temple by Rome (A.D. 66-70).  While other cases of scattering occurred, 
these phases accomplished the Lord’s purposes of punishing his covenant people by scattering them; but he 
mercifully made preparation for gathering their descendants in the latter years when they “come to the knowledge of 
their Redeemer” (2 Ne. 6:8-14). 
Douglas A. Steward, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, edited by Daniel H. Ludlow, 4 vols. [New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1992], 2:708 
 
2 Nephi 20:3 
What will ye do…? 
 But the Lord wants Isaiah to ask these wicked judges and bureaucrats a question.  What are they going to do in 
the coming crisis when destruction descends on them by an enemy who has come from afar?  What good will their ill-
gotten wealth be to them in that threatening situation?  To whom will they flee for help?  And since there is going to 
be a universal destruction of the wicked, to whom will they leave the glory of their inheritance? 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984], 231 
 
Where will ye leave your glory? 
 This does not refer to the glory of the Lord, but to the glory of the world.  Hugh Nibley commented: 
 Imitation glory is darkness; it’s sad.  The glory of a merry-go-round, or the glory of Las Vegas, all that light, all 
that neon glitter.  Is that your idea of glory?  That’s not very glorious.  It’s the opposite; it’s very sad, isn’t it. (“Lecture 
18,” 218). 
 Other translations render this verse, “Where will ye leave your riches?” (Holy Bible, New International Version).  
Riches will not save you in the day of judgment.  In fact, as we’ve been taught elsewhere, they may condemn you, if 
your heart is set upon them. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 130 
 
2 Nephi 20:5 
 Assyrian.  Refers to the king of Assyria as well as his nation.  Assyria represents the wicked nations of the last 
days that will worship idols and false gods and goddesses, war against Israel, and eventually be consumed by the 
Lord’s glory and majesty during the Second Coming. 
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 rod/staff.  Assyria is the rod and staff that will smite and chasten the people of Israel because they are an 
“apostate nation” (10:6).  Assyria will smite Israel with the staff as a taskmaster smites a slave, and then Assyria will 
rule over Israel with the rod or scepter. 
Parry, Parry, Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 104 
 
2 Nephi 20:6 
 apostate nation/people of my wrath.  Israel’s inhabitants have become like their neighbors, Assyria and Egypt; 
they are profane, ritually unclean, impure, and unworthy to worship in God’s dwelling place, the temple.  They have 
apostatized from the truth and are the people of [God’s] wrath. 
 to take the spoil/to take the prey.  Spoil and prey refer to the prophetic name Maher-shalal-hash-baz, suggesting 
that Isaiah’s earlier prophecy regarding his son (8:1-4) finds at least partial fulfillment in Assyria’s capturing and 
plundering of Israel. 
Ibid 
 
2 Nephi 20:7 
He meaneth not so 
 Of course, the Lord knew that Sennacherib had no intention of accomplishing GOD’S purposes.  The intent of his 
heart would be to destroy, desolate, and cut off many nations which would lie in his path.  He would do it for what he 
thought were his own purposes. 
W. Cleon Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984], 232 
 
2 Nephi 20:8 
Princes Altogether Kings 
 Assyria now boasts that even the commanders in its army are vassal kings….Not only that, but he boasts of the 
ease with which he has gathered the wealth of the peoples and has claimed the whole earth as his dominion.  In their 
fear none of the inhabitants gave any resistance, not even a “chirp.” 
Sidney B. Sperry, Book of Mormon Compendium [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968], 214-15 
 
2 Nephi 20:12 
I will punish the stout heart 
 The Assyrians will attack Mount Zion, the hill upon which Solomon built his temple (1 Kings 8:1).  (This attack 
occurred in 701 B.C., under the Assyrian king Sennacherib).  Yet the Lord will punish the king of Assyria for this 
“stout heart” and “high looks” (arrogance, pride, and boasting).  This prophecy was fulfilled when a desolating 
sickness was sent into the Assyrian camps, causing many deaths, and the king was later slain by his own sons (2 
Kings 19:32-37; Isaiah 37:33-38). 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 100 
 
 He describes Assyria as coming from the North; oppressive and ruthless; a law unto itself; militaristic and bent on 
world domination; imposing a yoke of servitude on other nations; encroaching on the world by degrees, swallowing 
up territories; and setting all the surrounding peoples in fear of it.  When the world is ripe in iniquity, Assyria suddenly 
bursts forth like a flood.  With its alliance of nations, it sweeps over the entire earth, conquering, destroying by fire 
and by the sword, leaving havoc and disaster in its wake—capturing the whole world.  Only Zion/Jerusalem, a safe 
place for the Lord’s righteous, does Assyria not conquer.  Assyria invades even Egypt, the other great superpower; 
Assyria penetrates Egypt and ravages her land. 
 After a few years of war and oppression, Assyria lays siege to Zion/Jerusalem, where a remnant of Israel takes 
refuge.  Then occurs Assyria’s demise.  Because of his covenant with Israel, and because the righteous of his people 
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remain faithful through much trial and tribulation, the Lord utterly destroys the Assyrian army.  The 185,000 men who 
perished overnight in the days of King Hezekiah…serve as the historical type of a latter-day Armageddon….The first 
[kind of divine protection], based on the Sinai covenant, requires that all the Lord’s army consist of righteous men.  
Joshua’s army, at the conquest of Canaan, forms its historical type.  The second kind of divine protection rests on the 
Davidic covenant....This requires the exemplary righteousness of the Davidic king.  He merits the Lord’s protection by 
proxy on behalf of those loyal to the king.  King Hezekiah and the people who fled to Jerusalem from the Assyrians 
serve as its historical type. 
Avraham Gileadi, The Book of Isaiah: A New Translation with Interpretive Keys from the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 
1988], 72-73 
 
2 Nephi 20:14 
Nest—Eggs—Peep (Isa. 10:14) 
 Israel is compared to a bird’s nest, eggs, wings, and call (See 3 Ne. 10:4-6; D&C 10:65; 29:1-2 for other 
examples of bird symbolism).  The eggs in the nest represent Israel’s riches, which Assyria has raided.  Israel’s 
inability to move its wings or to make a peep signifies that it, like a little chick, is helpless before Assyria’s ravening 
armies. 
Donald W. Parry, Visualizing Isaiah [Provo, Utah: The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2001], 33 
 
2 Nephi 20:15 
Axe/Saw – Rod/Staff 
 axe/saw.  These are tools used to cut down trees of the forest, mentioned in 10:18-19.  Here the axe or saw 
represents Assyria in the Lord’s hand.  Assyria and her king are proud enough to believe that they are greater than 
God, who holds the tools in his hands and uses them for his divine purposes. 
 rod/staff.  Isaiah makes it clear that the rod or staff—symbols of Assyria (10:5)—are as fragile as pieces of wood 
when compared to the might and power of God. 
Parry, Parry, Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 108 
 
The ax gets the ax 
 Which is greater, the tool or the carpenter?  The Lord illustrates that although the Assyrian king believes he did 
all these things on his own, he was only a tool in the carpenter’s hand. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 132 
 
 Not long after I was ordained a deacon, my bishop, Leon Walker, asked me into his office to give me an 
assignment.  He handed me a bright key, the key to the chapel, and charged me with responsibility to help look after 
the building.  I considered myself one of the most fortunate boys in the world to have an assignment from my 
priesthood president.  I thought this would not be a difficult task.  My home was just a one-minute bicycle ride away 
from the building.  But I soon learned what I supposed all bishops know, and that is, everybody in the ward seems to 
have a key to the building.  As soon as I had the building locked up of an evening, someone came along behind me 
and opened a door.  As soon as I had opened a Primary classroom, some diligent soul was there behind me to lock it 
up again.  I could hardly stay on top of that job. 
 But I began to learn then, as I have come to understand since, that any call, any service in our Lord’s cause 
sanctifies us.  Whether it is performed in the glare of the public eye or in a quiet corner known only to God is of no 
consequence.  What matters is that we do serve, for by serving we keep our covenants with deity…. 
 I acknowledge that anything I may achieve will be by virtue of the power and the grace and the gift of God.  I am 
not, in Isaiah’s words, the axe that shall “boast itself against him that heweth therewith”; I am not the saw that shall 
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“magnify itself against him that shaketh it” (Isaiah 10:15).  With Nephi, “I know in whom I have trusted” (See 2 Ne. 
4:19). 
D. Todd Christofferson, Ensign, May 1993, 83 
 
2 Nephi 20:16 
 fat ones leanness.  Fatness represents temporal prosperity, goodness, and earthly blessings (Gen. 45:18; Deut. 
31:20; Neh. 9:25; Prov. 13:4); leanness represents a lack of temporal or spiritual prosperity and earthly blessings and 
is caused by wickedness and slothfulness (17:4-5; Gen. 41:2-20).  Thus in the passage cited above, the Lord 
replaces the world’s fatness with leanness. 
 his glory.  The expressions his thorns, his briers, his forest, and his fruitful field (10:16-19) refer to the king of 
Assyria in all his glory. 
Parry, Parry, & Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 108 
 
2 Nephi 20:17-19 
Trees, Briars, and Thorns 
 Trees in general were highly valued by the inhabitants of the ancient Near East as sources of food, fuel, and 
building material….The loftiness of trees, along with the great value men placed upon them, made trees an ideal 
metaphor for arrogance and materialism. 
 In the same fashion, characteristics of the lowly briars and thorns render them an appropriate metaphor for pride 
and worldliness….All thistles…are invasive, noxious, and unruly, doing harm to any that would touch them—traits 
commonly found in the proud and worldly as well. 
 Isaiah coupled the lowly briars and thorns with the lofty trees of the forest to illustrate and foretell the fate of the 
ungrateful, rebellious, and worldly, be they rich or poor, great or small.  For example, in speaking of the destruction of 
the boastful Assyrians, Isaiah prophesied that the flame of the Holy One would devour Assyria’s thorns and briars “in 
one day” and also “consume the glory of his [Assyria’s] forest,” so that the remaining trees would be so few even a 
child could count them (see Isa. 10:17-19). 
Terry Ball, Thy People Shall Be My People and Thy God My God: The 22nd Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book Co., 1994], 23 
 
 The “forest” (people) of Assyria shall be destroyed so completely that a child will be able to count those (‘trees’) 
who remain.  The Babylonians and Persians later fulfilled this prophesy, destroying completely the Assyrians as a 
nation and people. 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 102 
 
2 Nephi 20:22 
Sand of the Sea 
 The Old Testament formula for an apostate people’s return to God is found in 2 Chronicles 30:6-9.  These verses 
speak of Israel’s return to the promised land, to God through repentance, and to true temple worship.  The 
expression “as the sands of the sea” recalls the Abrahamic covenant that speaks of Abraham’s posterity becoming 
as numerous as the sands of the sea (Gen. 22:17; Abr. 3:14).  Although the number of children of Israel will be 
exceedingly high, only a remnant will return….The great stretch of sandy seashore next to the Mediterranean Sea 
together with the immense deserts of sand throughout the Near East have made sand the subject of many similes in 
the scriptures. 
Donald W. Parry, Visualizing Isaiah [Provo, Utah: The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2001], 101 
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2 Chronicles 30:6-9 
 destructive decreed.  God, through his prophets, decreed destruction that has application for our day.  Joseph 
Smith wrote, “The Saints have not too much time to save and redeem their dead, and gather together their living 
relatives, that they may be saved also, before the earth will be smitten, and the consumption decreed falls upon the 
world.” 
 overflow with righteousness.  The destruction, which will originate with the Lord (10:23), will be a just and 
righteous act on his part. 
Parry, Parry, & Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 111 
 
2 Nephi 20:24-25 
Zion 
 These verses are a plea to the people who will dwell in Zion in the future.  The Zion spoken of by the Old 
Testament prophets was identified by the Prophet Joseph Smith as the whole of North and South America….The 
“Assyrians” in verse 24 would thus symbolize the Gentiles who were inhabiting that land and were ruling over the 
blood of Israel scattered among them or living under their rule.  The plea is for the Israelites to rely upon the Lord.  
While they may have trials and tribulations, these will be short-lived and the promised blessings of Israel will be 
restored. 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 70 
 
 The whole of America is ion itself from north to south, and is described by the Prophets, who declare that it is the 
Zion where the mountain of the Lord should be, and that it should be in the center of the land. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, comp. Joseph Fielding Smith [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976], 362 
 
2 Nephi 20:26 
Slaughter of Midian 
 The Midianites sprang from Midian, a son of Abraham by Keturah, whom he married after the death of Sarah.  
But Abraham did not permit Midian’s sons to inherit with Isaac.  Instead he gave them gifts and sent them away “to 
the country of the east” (Gen. 2:6), which probably included the desert fringes of Moab, Edom, and parts of the Sinai 
Peninsula. 
 Midianites next appear as tribes who bought Joseph and sold him into slavery in Egypt (Gen. 37:25-36).  Later 
as Moses fled from Egypt, he went to the land of Midian, where he married Zipporah, daughter of Jethro, a Midianite 
priest (Ex. 2:15-22; 3:1).  Relations with the Midianites were therefore friendly, and Jethro helped Moses with certain 
organizational tasks (Ex. 18). 
 Midianites soon became enemies of Israel, however.  Feeling threatened when Israel attempted to penetrate the 
Transjordan region at the end of the wilderness wanderings, they and the Moabites hired Baalam to curse Israel 
(Num. 22:4-7).  When the curse did not succeed, the Midianites involved their women in an attempt to lead Israel into 
apostasy and initially succeeded.  The judgment fell on the Midianites, associated Moabites, and defecting Israelites 
(Num. 25).  Midianites were singled out for destruction (Num. 25:16-18).  And Israel enjoyed a great victory over 
them (Num. 31). 
 Thereafter the Midianites remained adversaries of Israel, and during the period of the judges periodically 
harassed some of the Israelite tribes.  During the days of Gideon they raided the stockpiles of new grain during 
harvest time, but Gideon dealt them an overwhelming defeat (Judges 7-8).  Scripture later cited this defeat as an 
example of God’s deliverance of His people from oppression (Ps. 83:9, 11; Isa. 9:4; 10:26). 
Howard F. Vos, Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Manners and Custom, [Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999], 130 
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2 Nephi 20:27 
 burden/yoke.  Through the Lord’s power, Assyria’s burdens will be removed from Israel’s shoulders (9:4). 
 oil. This may refer to the Messiah (Hebrew “anointed one”), who was anointed with olive oil and the Holy Ghost 
(Acts 10:38).  In addition, 10:26-27 contains symbols that represent Jesus the Messiah, including rock, rod, and the 
removal of the yoke and burden (Matt. 11:28-29). 
Parry, Parry, & Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 112 
 
2 Nephi 20:28-34 
Assyrian March toward Jerusalem 
 Having given a message of hope and comfort to Israel’s “remnant,” he now gives us a prophetic but graphic 
description of the Assyrian invasion through towns or near towns on the northern approaches to Jerusalem.  We do 
not know the exact location of all the towns mentioned, but suffice it to say that most of them were in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem.  Aiath (Josh. 7:2) is supposed to have been about nine miles to the north and east of Jerusalem and 
about two miles northwest of Michmash, which in turn was a little over seven miles from the capital city of Judah.  
Migron was probably situated between Ai and Mishmash, but has not been identified.  Ramath was located just a 
short distance north of Jerusalem, and Anathoth, the birthplace of Jeremiah, is about three miles northeast of the 
capital.  Nob (city of priests; 1 Sam. 22:19) was obviously near Jerusalem (v. 32), near enough that an enemy leader 
could be seen waving his hand or shaking his fist at her.  Many scholars think that it may have been situated on Mt. 
Scopus, a hill to the north of Jerusalem. 
 Isaiah describes the rapid advance of the enemy and pictures the fear and panic that grip the inhabitants of the 
towns and villages that lie in the immediate path of the Assyrians.  In verse 32 we have the climax—at Jerusalem…. 
 Isaiah knows that the power of Israel’s enemies is but temporary; he doubtless keeps constantly in mind the 
eventual redemption of a remnant of Israel free from enemy oppression.  And so he ends this particular prophecy 
with a prediction of the sudden destruction of Assyria by the Lord.  He uses the metaphor of a forest being cut down 
by the forester’s cutting instrument.  The Lord is the divine forester who cuts down and humbles the pride of the 
forest (Assyria).  The boughs of the trees may represent the young men who are slain in battle.  The tall trees of the 
forest would then represent the haughty ruling classes, and the thickets the common people (cf. 19:18; 12:12, 13).  
The Lord does his work with terrifying power.  Some authorities think that these verses (33, 34) refer to the 
destruction of Judah, but the general context of the chapter convinces many others besides myself that the 
destruction of Assyria is the theme. 
Sidney B. Sperry, Book of Mormon Compendium [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968], 219-221 
 
 This is one of those cases where Nephi’s key “know the geography” is not only helpful, but imperative.  Footnote 
28a says, “The Assyrian invasion forces introduced in v. 5 progress toward Jerusalem.”  To the modern reader, it 
might just sound like a list of cities.  With a map, however, it teaches a powerful lesson.  The armies reach all the way 
to Nob, and “shake their hands” at those on the hill of Jerusalem. 
 Elder Gerald N. Lund described the enemy that covenant Israel in the kingdom of Judah faced at this time: “The 
Assyrians are renowned for their brutality in warfare.  They tortured their captives.  Their armies were seemingly 
invincible!”  Elder Lund suggested that we imagine ourselves as covenant Israel, hiding not in Jerusalem, but on 
Temple Square in Salt Lake City (geography with which we are more familiar).  Then Elder Lund described the 
volume of territory already conquered by Assyria: 

 North and South Dakota are gone, Montana is gone, Wyoming is gone, Idaho is gone, and Washington and 
Oregon are gone, Nevada’s gone, Colorado is gone, all gone to the Assyrians, and northern Utah is gone.  And 
then the Lord says, “Be not afraid of the Assyrians.”  Even when you see them reach Clearfield, and Clearfield 
falls, don’t lose heart.  And when Syracuse and Layton and Kaysville and Fruit Heights fall?  No, don’t lose heart 
yet.  Do you know where Nob is?  Nob is the hill just north and west of Jerusalem that gives a military overlook of 
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the city.  And the Assyrians reached Nob.  If we were to continue that analogy, it is like the Lord saying, “Yes, 
even if Woods Cross and bountiful go down, even North Salt Lake, even if they camp on Capitol Hill, don’t you 
lose faith.  Why?  Because I have a scourge reserved for them.  Here is the most brutal, massive army in the 
history of the world to that point, camped within eyesight of Jerusalem. (“Making the Scriptures Live: Levels of Effective 
Scripture Teaching,” audiocassette, Side A). 
 

 So here we are, hiding on Temple Square, and an Assyrian army is shouting and shaking their fists at us from 
Capitol Hill.  Yet the Lord says, “Be not afraid of the Assyrians.”  What a lesson!  Sometimes the Lord waits until the 
last minute to deliver his promised blessings (see 3 Nephi 1). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 134-135 
 
2 Nephi 20:30 
 daughter of Gallim/poor Anathoth.  Gallim and Anathoth’s inhabitants raise up their voices in fear because of the 
impending devastation by the Assyrians.  It was common for the prophets to refer to Near Eastern cities as daughter, 
such as  
Parry, Parry, & Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 113-114 
 
2 Nephi 20:33-34 
High Ones Hewn Down 
 Fulfillment of this prophecy can be seen in the subsequent conquest of Assyria by the Babylonians and the 
Medes, after which the proud Assyrians ceased to be a people. 
Terry Ball, Thy People Shall Be My People and Thy God My God: The 22nd Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book Co., 1994], 23 
 
2 Nephi 20 
Conclusion 
 The obsession of ancient Assyria was land, power, and wealth.  The Lord burned and consumed the Assyrians 
as a type of the burning that will take place at his Second Coming, in a world also obsessed with land, power, and 
wealth. 
 Modern covenant Israel need not live in fear, even when these trials are at their doors because, ‘at the last 
minute,’ the Lord will intervene and redeem covenant Israel.  Many of us have reached the limits of our faith and 
been forced to our knees before the Lord has intervened.  Some have waited and are currently waiting for the Lord’s 
blessings.  This chapter teaches us that such blessings will come, but sometimes there is an uncomfortable amount 
of waiting that tests our faith.  President Ezra Taft Benson taught: 

 One of the trials of life is that we do not usually receive immediately the full blessing for righteousness or the 
full cursing for wickedness.  That it will come is certain, but oft-times there is a waiting period that occurs, as was 
the case with Job and Joseph…. 
 During this testing time the righteous must continue to love God, trust in His promises, be patient, and be 
assured. (“The Great Commandment—Love the Lord,” Ensign, May 1988, 6.) 

 In 2 Nephi 20, Isaiah teaches us to wait upon the Lord with faith and never give up, but to “stand still, with the 
utmost assurance, to see the salvation of God, and for his arm to be revealed” (D&C 123:17). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 137 
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