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2 Nephi 19 
Messianic Prophecies 
 Chapters 9 and 10 of Isaiah are a natural continuation of chapters 7 and 8; the historical context still centers 
upon the Assyrian crisis of 734-701 B.C., although the situation worsens after Ahaz ignores Isaiah’s counsel.  In 
chapters 7 and 8, Isaiah told Ahaz that an Assyrian alliance would bring problems.  Now, in chapters 9 and 10, with 
the alliance an accomplished fact, Isaiah prophesies more specifically about the Assyrian punishments coming upon 
Israel and Judah.  He warns the ten tribes in the north of their impending captivity and foretells a later Assyrian attack 
upon the southern tribes. 
 The messianic prophecies of chapters 7 and 8 are also developed further in chapters 9 and 10.  The Immanuel 
prophecy is amplified in chapter 9 as Isaiah promises a “new light” and a new leader for Israel.  This promised child 
could be the young King Hezekiah, who would help deliver Judah from the Assyrians, but if Hezekiah is the object of 
Isaiah’s prophecy, he is only a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, the greater light and deliverer of all nations. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 151 
 
 2 Nephi 17-19 all contain prophecies of a son being born.  Some scholars believe these chapters relate to each 
other like this: 

2 Nephi 17 The Immanuel prophecy 
2 Nephi 18 The first fulfillment (Maher-shalal-has-baz) 
2 Nephi 19 The later fulfillment (Jesus Christ) 

Adapted from Parry, Understanding Isaiah, 93 
 
2 Nephi 19:1 
 Ancient manuscripts of the Bible were not divided into chapters and verses.  That is a rather recent thing 
(probably only 700 years ago).  With regard to the scriptures, we have become accustomed to thinking everything 
has to be double-columned, with numbered chapters and verses.  Modern organization makes finding specific 
references more convenient, but if we only see the smaller segments, we lose something of the larger concepts that 
are intended.  If our scriptures weren’t divided into chapters and verses and double columns, it would be much harder 
to find particular phrases, but the larger meaning might be detected more easily than now. 
Robert J. Matthews, See “How to Read Isaiah and Enjoy it!” 210 
 
“Nevertheless” 
 We don’t normally begin a sentence with the word “nevertheless,” unless, of course, we are adding some more 
information to a previous thought, which is exactly what is happening here.  The last verse of the previous chapter 
speaks of “darkness” and “dimness,” and this verse adds that their problems could be more severe the next time 
around. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 121 
 
The Lands of Zebulun and Naphtali 
 These are the names of two of the sons of Jacob (whose name was changed to Israel), and their mention in this 
verse refers to the lands given to them and their posterity after they were led out of Egyptian bondage.  Because of 
their strategic locations, these lands were often “afflicted” and “vexed” as the first to be attacked in times of war.  
Generals wanted to conquer this area because of the convergence of major highways, including the Way of the Sea, 
the Patriarch’s Way, and the King’s Way.  Thus, the lands of Zebulun and Naphtali in time of war often represented 
“the front.” 
Ibid, p. 121-122 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                                          2 Nephi 19 

Page 2 of 9 

Galilee of the Nations 
 The northern part of Palestine, allotted to Zebulon and Naphtali and bordering on Phoenicia and Syria, was 
known as the “Galilee of the Nations,” or, Gentiles, because of its mixed population.  The manners and customs of 
the people, and even the dialect spoken became affected by foreign settlers. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, ed. Philip C. Reynolds, 7 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 1955-1961], 1:348 
 
 When the land of Canaan was divided among the twelve tribes of Israel, the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali lay to 
the west of the Sea of Galilee and formed the northern border of Israel next to the gentile nations of the 
Galilee….The land of Naphtali and Zebulun was the first area captured by the Assyrians in the time of Isaiah (see 2 
Kgs. 15:29).  The phrase “afterwards did more grievously afflict by the way of the Red Sea beyond Jordan in Galilee 
of the nations”…probably has reference to a later captivity by Assyria….The blessing which was to have come to this 
area, but which had been lost by Israel’s wickedness and subsequent subjection by Assyria, would come through the 
“light” of Christ as he ministered unto Judah in Galilee, as noted in Matthew. 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 67 
 
2 Nephi 19:2 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
 Isaiah described this area as “dark” for perhaps three reasons: It was emotionally dark because of the battles 
often fought there, resulting in sadness and death; it was spiritually dark because of apostasy; and it was physically 
dark because of the black indigenous rock that people there used to build their dwelling places.  But the prophecy 
states that these people in darkness will see “a great light.”  Interestingly, these lands are exactly the place where 
Jesus spent much of his ministry.  Matthew specifically mentioned the Savior’s presence in these lands as a 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (see Matthew 4:13-16).  The Savior is the “light of the world,” and brought with him 
emotional light through healing and mercy, spiritual light through teaching the truth, and even physical light through 
the miracles and wonders he performed during his ministry (see Matthew 2:2; 17:2; 3 Nephi 1:19). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 122-123 
 
The Light Shined 
 The land of the shadow of death is a land peopled by those who do not know Jesus Christ, the “great light,” and 
his gospel.  These people walk in darkness.  Jesus was the great light that shone upon the inhabitants of Galilee 
during his mortal mission.  Matthew 4:13-16 contains the fulfillment of this prophecy found in Isaiah 9:1-2.  As those 
who follow Christ walk through mortality in the latter days, they will receive great hope, comfort, and joy when they 
accept Jesus as the “great light.” 
Donald W. Parry, Visualizing Isaiah [Provo, Utah: The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2001], 78 
 
2 Nephi 19:3 
 In the Bible the first part of the verse reads, “Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy,” but 
Nephi excludes the word not.  The version that Nephi is quoting makes the verse clearer, showing that Jesus Christ 
will bring gladness and joy. 
Thomas R. Valletta, ed., Book of Mormon for Latter-day Saint Families, 117 
 
Joy of the Harvest 
 In the Orient, the harvest time is always a time of great festivity.  To the Jews of the Bible days, it was also a time 
of great joy….The law provided two feasts that were harvest festivals (Exod. 23:16).  The first of these was called at 
one time The Feast of the Harvest….The second of these feasts was sometimes called The Feast of Ingathering, 
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being held after all the grain, fru8it, wine, and oil had been gathered in…It was also called the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Lev. 23:39-43), because they dwelt in booths to remind them of the wilderness days of the past. 
Fred H. Wight, Manners and Customs of Bible Lands [Chicago: Moody Press, 1953], 136-37 
 
2 Nephi 19:4 
Yoke, Staff, Rod 
 In biblical times, the staff and rod were used by taskmasters on slaves.  A yoke was a wooden frame designed to 
harness together beasts of burden.  These three items—the yoke, staff, and rod—signify oppression, or the burdens 
placed on Israel by its neighbors (Isa. 10:5, 24-27). 
 In particular, the language of this verse recalls the manner in which Egypt oppressed the Israelites before Moses 
led them out of captivity. (For example, see “yoke” in Leviticus 26:13; “burden” in Exodus 1:11; 2:11; 5:4-5; 6:6-7; and 
“taskmasters” in Exodus 3:7; 5:6, 10-14).  Just as Moses delivered ancient Israel from the Egyptian yoke of physical 
bondage, Jesus Christ delivers his followers from the yoke of spiritual bondage. 
Donald W. Parry, Visualizing Isaiah [Provo, Utah: The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2001], 79 
 
 Is it any wonder that Laman and Lemuel worked off their pent-up frustration by beating their younger brother with 
a stick when they were once hiding in a cave?  Every free man in the East carries a stick, the immemorial badge of 
independence and of authority; and every man asserts his authority over his inferiors by his stick, which “shows that 
the holder is a man of position, superior to the workman or day-labourers.  The government officials, superior officers, 
tax-gatherers, and schoolmasters use this short rod to threaten—or if necessary to beat—their inferiors, whoever 
they may be.”  The usage is very ancient.  “A blow for a slave,” is the ancient maxim in Ahikar, and the proper 
designation of an underling is ‘abd-ad-‘asa, “stick-servant.”  This is exactly the sense in which Laman and Lemuel 
intended their little lesson to Nephi, for when the angel turned the tables he said to them, “Why do ye smite your 
younger brother with a rod?  Know ye not that the Lord hath chosen him to be a ruler over you?” (1 Nephi 3:29). 
Hugh Nibley, Lehi in the Desert/The World of the Jaredites/There were Jaredites, ed. John W. Welch [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1988], 
69-70 
 
2 Nephi 19:5 
Noise and blood, or burning and fire? 
 Isaiah comments on how this future battle will be different from conventional wars with the confusion of battle 
and bloodshed.  This battle will be fuel and fire.  Isaiah 9:5 footnote b states, “This ‘burning’ is to be the cleansing of 
the earth by fire prior to the setting up of the Messianic kingdom.”  One scholar suggests this could also refer to the 
burning and fire of the Holy Ghost involved in conversion. (Ball, Isaiah and the Book of Mormon, audiotape, #4.) 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 123-124 
 
This shall be with burning and fuel of fire 
 During the Millennium “the material and equipment needed for war will be destroyed.”  
Sidney B. Sperry, Book of Mormon Compendium, 207 
 
2 Nephi 19:6-7 
A Child is Born 
 If Isaiah is prophesying about Hezekiah [the king of Judah who helped deliver Israel from the Assyrians], then 
verse 3 describes the Israelites’ joy at their deliverance; verse 4 portrays how the Assyrians were defeated in spite of 
their greater numbers, just as the many Midianites were by Gideon and his 300 men (Judg. 7); verse 5 describes the 
Assyrian casualties; and verses 6 and 7 tell us about Hezekiah’s titles and righteous, peaceful rule as king. 
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 If the verses describe a righteous people fighting against wickedness, then verse 3 describes their joy at 
success, verses 4 and 5 portray the defeat of the enemy, and verses 6 and 7 describe a new age of millennial peace 
that may be assisted or ushered in by a messianic figure. 
 Finally, the identification of the ruler in verses 3-7 with Jesus Christ has a number of possibilities, as verse 3 talks 
about his many followers who rejoice at the spiritual blessings he has provided; verse 4 describes how he was able 
to overcome the temptations of Satan, break the yoke of sin, and maintain power over the legions of Satan’s devils; 
verse 5 symbolizes his atonement and the cleansing powers of baptism and the Holy Ghost; verse 6 presents some 
of his titles and roles; and verse 7 describes his eternal position as the Lord and King of this earth. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 154 
 
 One of the beautiful reminders in this magnificent passage…is the gentle declaration that through all of his power 
and majesty, Christ is still “the Son”—the Son as taught by Abinadi and other Book of Mormon prophets….We are 
reminded here that he is, gloriously, the Son of God, a child of heaven. 
 The fact that the government would eventually be upon his shoulders affirms what all the world will one day 
acknowledge—that he is Lord of lords and King of kings and will one day rule over the earth and his Church in 
person….All can take comfort from the fact that because the government—and the burdens thereof—will be upon his 
shoulders, they will be lifted in great measure from our own.  This is yet another reference in Isaiah to the Atonement, 
the bearing away of our sins (or at very least in this reference, our temporal burdens) on the shoulders of Christ. 
 As “Wonderful Counselor,” he will be our mediator, our intercessor, defending our cause in the courts of 
heaven…. 
 Of course, as noted by Isaiah, Christ is not only a mediator but also a judge….It is as if the judge in that great 
courtroom in heaven, unwilling to ask anyone but himself to bear the burdens of the guilty people standing in the 
dock, takes off his judicial robes and comes down to earth to bear their stripes personally.  Christ as merciful judge is 
as beautiful and wonderful a concept as that of Christ as counselor, mediator, and advocate. 
 “Mighty God” conveys something of the power of God, his strength omnipotence, and unconquerable influence… 
 “Everlasting Father” underscores the fundamental doctrine that Christ is a Father—Creator of worlds without 
number, the Father of restored physical life through the Resurrection, the Father of eternal life for his spiritually 
begotten sons and daughters, and the One acting for the Father (Elohim) through divine investiture of authority… 
 Lastly, with the phrase “Prince of Peace,” we rejoice that when the King shall come, there will be no more war in 
the human heart or among the nations of the world. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 80-81 
 
Everlasting Father 
 Jesus is even described as the Father, because he is the Father-Creator of this and other worlds.  Furthermore, 
he is the Father of all who are born again spiritually.  When we take upon ourselves his name and covenant to keep 
his commandments, we then become his sons and daughters, ‘the children of Christ.”  Additionally, since he and the 
Father are one in attributes and in purpose, Jesus acts for the Father through divine investiture, sometimes speaking 
as the Father. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Mosiah, Salvation Only Though Christ, ed. By Nyman and Tate, pp. 5-6 
 
2 Nephi 19:7 
 of the increase.  Christ’s kingdoms and peace will increase throughout the eternities (Luke 1:30-33). 
 throne of David.  The throne is a metaphor for kingship, dominion, and sovereignty (Gen. 41:40; 2 Sam. 7:16; 1 
Kgs. 1:47).  Jehovah is crowned, seated on the throne of David, and rules with great glory and justice for eternity. 
 to order it.  Christ’s society replaces the confusion of the telestial world. 
 judgment/justice.  The Messiah will rule his kingdom with perfect justice. 
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 zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.  This expression is also found in 2 Kings 9:31; it “is an assurance that 
the promise will in fact be fulfilled because [the Lord] will support it with his ‘zeal’,…with all his strength.” 
Parry, Parry, & Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 96-97 
 
2 Nephi 19:8 
A Prophetic Poem 
 Isaiah 9:8-10:4 is divided into four subsections.  The first subsection deals with pride (9:8-12), and the fourth 
refers to social injustice (10:1-4).  The four subsections are part of a single prophecy but are divided structurally with 
an identical poetic refrain at the end of each section: “For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is 
stretched out still” (9:12, 17, 21; 10:4; see also 5:25).   
 This prophecy has a dual fulfillment: first, when the ancient kingdom of Israel was destroyed, and second, when 
the world will be destroyed at the time of the second coming of Christ. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 97 
 
Warnings against: 
Pride 2 Nephi 19:8-12 
Evil leaders 2 Nephi 19:13-17 
Selfishness 2 Nephi 19:18-21 
Social Injustice 2 Nephi 20:1-14 
 
2 Nephi 19:9-10 
Bricks—Hewn Stones—Sycamores—Cedars 
 In Isaiah’s time, bricks were made of mud or clay mixed with sand, straw, or other material, and then baked in a 
kiln or dried by the sun.  Bricks were inferior to hewn stone because bricks were more breakable.  Additionally, hewn 
stone was more expensive to prepare….The sycamore is a fruit-bearing tree valued for its figs and lumber.  The 
Egyptians used its wood to make coffins, but apparently sycamore wood was not as precious as that of a cedar (Isa. 
9:10).  The sycamore grows to a height of forty feet.  Its branches spread widely from a short trunk. 
Donald W. Parry, Visualizing Isaiah [Provo, Utah: The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2001], 11 
 
 The doors as well as windows were ordinarily built of sycamore wood.  It was only for ornamental purposes of 
the wealthy that cedar wood was used. 
Fred H. Wight, Manners and Customs of Bible Lands [Chicago: Moody Press, 1953], 25 
 
2 Nephi 19:11 
Adversaries of Rezin 
 Perhaps we should read [as do some Hebrew manuscripts] “the princes of Rezin” [the king of Syria]; the 
meaning would then be that the Syrian allies of Israel [Isaiah 7:1-2] will turn against it. 
J. R. Dummelow, The One Volume Bible Commentary [New York: Macmillan, 1936], 421-22 
 
2 Nephi 19:12 
How are “the Syrians before and the Philistines behind”? 
 Israel…would be attacked on the east by the Syrians and on the west by the Philistines.” 
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Isaiah Plain & Simple, 91 
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2 Nephi 19:12, 17, 21; 20:4 
His Hand Is Stretched Out Still 
 Before we leave this prophetic poem (19:8-20:4) it should be pointed out that the last clause of the four refrains 
(19:12, 17, 21; 20:4), “but his hand is stretched out still,” is usually interpreted to mean that God’s wrath against his 
people is unappeasable, that Isaiah has no word of hope for his people, still stretched out still to strike.”  I may be 
wrong, but I feel that Isaiah was by no means completely a prophet of doom, that he still held out to his people a note 
of encouragement intended to bring about their repentance (cf. Isa. 1:16-20).  Let me express it this way: “But his 
hand is stretched out still if only you but change your ways.” 
Sidney B. Sperry, Book of Mormon Compendium [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968], 213 
 
 His grasp is galactic. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, May 1976, 26 
 
 Our merciful and long-suffering Lord is ever ready to help.  His “arm is lengthened out all the day long” (2 Ne. 
28:32), and even if His arm goes ungrasped, it was unarguably there!  In the same redemptive reaching out, our 
desiring to improve our human relationships usually requires some long-suffering.  Sometimes reaching out is like 
trying to pat a porcupine.  Even so, the accumulated quill marks are evidence that our hands of fellowship have been 
stretched out, too! 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. 1996, 22 
 
 Isaiah frequently used an interesting phrase when discussing Judah’s sins and God’s continued acts of judgment 
against her:  “For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still” (Isa. 5:25; 9:12, 17, 21; 
10:4).  Despite repeated punishments, Isaiah’s people refused to repent.  This reminds us of the words of Amos, 
Isaiah’s contemporary, when he repeated after a whole series of devastating experiences, “Yet have ye not returned 
unto me” (Amos 4:6, 8, 11).  These phrases imply that God uses judgments as chastening tools to accomplish his 
divine purpose.  As Mormon wrote, “And thus we see that except the Lord doth chasten his people with many 
afflictions, yea, except he doth visit them with death and with terror, and with famine and with all manner of 
pestilence, they will not remember him” (Hel. 12:3). 
Keith A. Meservy, Studies in Scripture, Vol. 4, Ed. Kent P. Jackson [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1993], 99 
 
2 Nephi 19:14-15 
What is the “head and tail, branch and rush” that will be cut off by the Lord? 
 Head represents the elders and old men…and tail symbolizes false prophets. 
 …The branch is a palm branch,…representing society’s leaders; the bulrush stem, located near the ground, 
represents the common people. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, 100 
 
2 Nephi 19:13-17 
The Head and the Tail 
 The second evil to bring the destructive judgments of God upon Israel is her wicked leaders, both the political 
and the religious leaders.  The “head” (government) and the “tail” (false prophets) are identified in verse 15.  The 
phrase “and honourable” is not given in the Book of Mormon as characteristic of the head.  Under the government of 
Israel, the Lord’s prophet was to instruct the king or the government leaders (for example, Isaiah taught Ahaz, as 
Nathan had taught David), but Israel’s future prophets will cause her to err.  The entire people will be hypocrites.  The 
Book of Mormon phrase “of them” in verse 17, identifying the young men and the fatherless and widows specifically 
as hypocrites, points out the justice of God in not showing mercy to them. 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 69 
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2 Nephi 19:17 
“Have no joy” 
 The Lord takes no pleasure in dispensing divine punishment upon the wicked. 
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Isaiah Plain & Simple, 93 
 
2 Nephi 19:18-21 
 The third evil to visit Israel is the wickedness which is likened to a forest fire.  The fire of wickedness will sweep 
on, using the people for fuel.  All will be consumed in wickedness.  This wickedness is so severe that brothers will 
“consume” brothers, members of their own families, and even themselves—and will still not be satisfied. 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 69 
 
2 Nephi 19:21 
Ephraim and Manasseh “shall be against Judah.” 
 The Jerusalem Bible reads “Manasseh devours Ephraim, Ephraim [devours] Manasseh,” meaning that tribes, 
families, and even brothers will contend against one another. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, 101 
 
 In this chapter, we encounter great wickedness, but also great power and holiness in the Messiah to be born.  In 
the latter days, we will also see great wickedness alongside the great power of the Lord in gathering and blessing 
covenant Israel.  To all of us, his hand is stretched out still.  Hopefully, as people who dwell in a world of increasing 
spiritual darkness, we will see and follow the great light of God.  This seems to be exactly what the Apostle Peter 
hoped for when he wrote: 
 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 
 Similarly, President James E. Faust observed, “I am well aware that the world in which the youth of today live will 
be vastly different from the one I have known…A moral blackness is settling in.  You young people are in many ways 
the hope of the future, and I remind you that valuable diamonds shine better against a dark background” (Finding 
Light in a Dark World, 97). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 126-127 
 
2 Nephi 20:1-4 
Fourth Evil—Social Injustice 
 To be justified before God we must love one another…we must visit the fatherless and the widow in their 
affliction,…for such virtues flow from the great fountain of pure religion….We can love our neighbor as ourselves, and 
be faithful in tribulation, knowing that the reward of such is greater in the kingdom of heaven.  What a consolation!  
What a joy!  Let me live the life of the righteous, and let my reward be like this! 
Joseph Smith, History of the Church of Jesus Christ, 2:229 
 
 It is a disgrace to every man and woman that has sense enough to live, not to take care of their own relatives, 
their own poor. 
Discourses of Brigham Young, comp. John A. Widtsoe [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1954], 317-18 
 
 We urge you, particularly priesthood brethren and Relief Society sisters, to be sensitive to the needs of the poor, 
the sick, and the needy.  We have a Christian responsibility to see that the widows and fatherless are assisted.  “Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). 
Ezra Taft Benson, The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1988], 449 
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 Blessed of the Lord is Brother Whitney, even the Bishop of the Church of Latter-day Saints,…the time cometh 
that…he shall deal with a liberal hand to the poor and the needy, the sick and afflicted, the widow and the fatherless.  
And marvelously and miraculously shall the Lord his God provide for him, even that he shall be blessed with a 
fullness of the good things of this earth….And it shall come to pass, that according to the measure that he meteth out 
with a liberal hand to the poor, so shall it be measured to him again by the hand of his God, even an hundred fold.  
Angels shall guard his house, and shall guard the lives of his posterity….As a lion goeth forth among the lesser 
beasts, so shall the going forth of him be whom the Lord hath anointed to exalt the poor. 
Joseph Smith, History of the Church of Jesus Christ, 2:289 
 
 The term widows is used 34 times in the scriptures.  In 23 of these passages, the term refers to widows and the 
fatherless. I believe the Lord has a tender feeling toward widows and the fatherless, or orphans.  He knows that they 
may have to rely more completely on Him than on others.  Their prayers will be more personal and lasting, service to 
fellowmen more genuine, and faith greater…. 
 To you wonderful sisters who find yourselves as widows, please know that God loves you.  You are the choice 
among the choice….Dear sisters, your very lives, as an example of righteous living, continue to inspire younger 
family members to do better.  You continue as teachers. 
 At some period in God’s timetable, you will join your eternal companion and serve together, forever, in the great 
work in the spirit world. 
 For you young widows with ever-increasing family responsibilities, know that God is aware of your needs and 
that he will provide.  Continue to exercise faith and good works.  Faithful family and Church members will assist.  Be 
willing to receive assistance from others as necessary.  Your children will know that you provide them with a double 
measure of love.  It is my testimony that our Heavenly Father will abundantly compensate your family with eternal 
blessings because of the goodness of your hearts. 
 To the family and friends of widows, God knows of your service and He may judge your works by how well you 
assist the widow.  President James E. Faust once shared with the General Authorities a wonderful story about how 
neighbors and friends in a small farming community in central Utah treated the widows.  They each had so many 
hours or minutes to take water turns to irrigate their home gardens.  They agreed that they could each take a little 
less water so that the widows of the neighborhood could have more water for their gardens. 
 I recently observed five elderly widows drive together to a Church meeting in a modest car.  They entered the 
meeting together and sat down beside each other.  They seemed to draw strength and protection from one another.  
I felt the goodness of their noble lives as I watched their tender association with one another in the twilight of their 
lives. 
 Brothers and sisters, the Lord loves widows.  I know that the leaders of the Church are concerned about the 
welfare of the widows.  We members should care for and assist the widows within our family, home, ward, and 
neighborhood.  I urge you young people—members of the Primary, youth, and young adults—to take the opportunity 
to assist and draw strength from the widows in your community. 
Elder Earl C. Tingey, Ensign, May 2000, 76-78 
 
 Recently, while in my car leaving my office I was stopped two blocks away at a stoplight.  A man who appeared 
to be homeless walked across the crosswalk in front of me.  I couldn’t help but notice his shoes.  Actually, the shoes 
were only a façade.  As he approached, his toes were visible where the top of the shoe should have connected with 
the sole.  As he walked away, even more visible were the bare bottoms of his feet as he tried to walk swiftly away, 
obviously struggling not to limp as he tried to walk as normal as possible…. 
 I drove away but could not get the scene out of my mind.  While turning on to the freeway, I thought of my closet 
full of shoes and about trying to decide which pair to wear.  I looked down at my new walking shoes that were so 
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comfortable.  The next exit was more than a mile away, but I took it and drove back to try and see if I could help this 
man in some way. 
 A few minutes later I was back on the same street, and sure enough he was still walking.  I looked again at his 
feet and in a quick glance determined that his shoe size would be very close to my own.  I turned into a parking lot 
and stopped near the sidewalk, where he would have to walk right past me, untied my shoes, held them inside the 
car and as he walked past called to him, “Sir, may I see you for a minute?”  He hesitated briefly, not sure that I was 
calling to him.  When he came over to the window of the car I said, “I couldn’t help but notice your shoes.”  He said, 
“Yeah, I’ve been doing a lot of walking lately.”  I handed him my shoes through the car window.  He asked, “What 
size are they?”  “Size 9,” I said.  “That’s my size,” he said, and then offered a very sincere, “Mister, thanks a lot.” 
 I don’t think I will ever forget his face.  As he walked away and as I drove away in my stocking feet, I felt a calm, 
peaceful feeling. 
Guy A. Irwin, Church News, November 24, 1990, p. 11 


