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2 Nephi 18 
 We have seen, in Chapter 17, Isaiah’s failure to influence King Ahaz of Judah.  Now the prophet turns to the 
people, and in prophecies that parallel those in Chapter 17 he assures them that their present enemies, Israel and 
Syria, will fall before Assyria.  But since they refuse to believe, like their king in this respect, he prophesies disaster, 
the coming of Assyrian forces to overrun their land like a flood.  Despite Assyria’s success in overrunning Judah, 
Isaiah makes clear that God will not permit the entire destruction of His people.  On the contrary, the peoples (the 
reference is to Assyria) will be overthrown and a remnant of Israel will survive, “for God is with us,” a play on the 
name Immanuel.  The Lord’s plan, not Assyria’s will prevail. 
Sidney B. Sperry, Book of Mormon Compendium [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968], 201-03 
 
2 Nephi 18:1-2 
What are the “roll” and “witnesses”? 
 Isaiah is told to write…on a large scroll or tablet…. 
 …In keeping with the law of witnesses,…Isaiah has two witnesses on hand to record and testify of what was 
being said. 
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Isaiah Plain & Simple, 75, 76 
 
2 Nephi 18:1-3 
Symbolic Names 
Isaiah Jehovah is salvation 
Prophetess Testimony of Jesus 
 Bearer of God’s Word-incarnate in her sons 
Shear-jashub a remnant shall return 
Immanuel God is with us 
Maher-shala-hash-baz to speed, spoil, hasten, plunder 
Jesus Salvation - Wonderful Counselor - Mediator 
 Mighty God - Warrior 
 Everlasting Father - Eternal Fatherhood 
 Prince of Peace - Author of all Peace 
The name Maher-shalal-hash-baz 
 This is the longest word in the scriptures!  The footnote below says that this name means “destruction is 
imminent.”  Other commentaries translate this name as “the spoil speeds, the prey hastens” (Book of Mormon 
Reference Companion, 317), “to speed, spoil, hasten, plunder” (Parry, Understanding Isaiah, 81) and “to speed to the 
spoil, he hasteneth the prey” (Isaiah 8:1, footnote d).  Perhaps my favorite interpretation was given by Terry B. Ball, 
“here comes trouble” (Isaiah and the Book of Mormon, audiotape, #4). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 115 
 
 Isaiah was the father of two sons, Maher-shalal-hash-baz (see 2 Ne. 18:3) and Shear-jashub (see 2 Ne. 17:3).  
Both names are symbolic of the Lord’s intentions for the northern kingdom Israel.  Maher-shalal-hash-baz is a 
Hebrew term meaning “to speed to the spoil, he hasteneth the prey” (Isa. 8:1d; see also 2 Ne. 18:1b).  This name 
describes the events spoken of in 2 Nephi 18:4.  The ten tribes were overrun and despoiled by the Assyrians when 
Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom, was besieged.  Shear-jashub is a Hebrew term meaning “the remnant 
shall return” (Isa. 7:3a).  This is a reference to the day when Israel will be gathered from her scattered condition.  
Thus Isaiah could report: “Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders in 
Israel from the Lord of Hosts” (2 Nephi 18:18). 
Book of Mormon Student Manual, Religion 121 and 122 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1989], 33 
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 The message Isaiah carried to the people was “Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz” or, “quick to the plunder, swift to the 
spoil.” (See Isa. 8, footnote 1d).  This message was written on a large tablet or parchment to warn the people that an 
Assyrian attack was imminent.  The message was also embodied in Isaiah’s son, who received the message as his 
given name.  The nearness of fulfillment was also to be seen in the son because before he could “call out” or speak 
to his parents, the invasion would come upon Damascus and Samaria, and their wealth would go to Assyria…. 
 Isaiah had the warning witnessed by leaders of Jerusalem, and thus after his wife conceived and they named 
their son, the people waited for him to learn to speak.  It appears that before he did, the attack came, and the 
Judeans received a confirmation of Isaiah’s prophetic powers. 
 With a witness of Isaiah’s prophecy about the Assyrian attack upon the northern countries, the people of 
Jerusalem could study his prophecy given about them and know that it was also to be fulfilled. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 147 
 
2 Nephi 18:3-8 
Immanuel Prophecy of 2 Nephi 17-18 is Dualistic in Nature 
 The prophecy was a dual application, as shown by a close reading of Isaiah 7:10-16; 8:3-7; and Matthew 1:21.  
First, the greater fulfillment of the prophecy centers in Jesus Christ, who was Immanuel, the son of the virgin Mary.  
Matthew recorded this fulfillment:  “She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their sins.  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet [Isaiah], saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us” (Matt. 1:21-23).  Second, because the sign was given, in part, to 
nurture Ahaz’s faith, it would have had some fulfillment in his lifetime.  The lesser fulfillment of the Immanuel 
prophecy thus pertains to Isaiah’s wife, the prophetess, who also fulfilled the conditions of Isaiah’s prophecy when 
she brought forth a son.  Isaiah, the prophetess, their son, and the conditions surrounding his birth all point to the 
birth of Jesus Christ.  These similarities are shown in Table 1.  Isaiah’s language in both passages of scripture was 
deliberate, designed to show that the first fulfillment of the Immanuel prophecy was connected to himself, his wife, 
and their son, all of whom were signs of Israel (8:18). 
 

THEME CHRIST— 
2 Nephi 17:14-17 

ISAIAH— 
2 Nephi 18:3-7 

Mother Virgin (v. 14) Prophetess (v. 3) 
Conception Shall conceive (v. 14) She conceived (v. 3) 
Child is a son Bear a son (v. 14) Bare a son (v. 3) 
Naming a son Call his name Immanuel (v. 14) Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-

baz (v. 3) 
Child shall have a knowledge Before the child shall know (v. 16) Before the child shall have 

knowledge (v. 4) 
Child before eight years To refuse the evil and choose the 

good (v. 16) 
To cry, My father, and my mother (v. 
4) 

Land Land…shall be forsaken (v. 16) Damascus and Samaria shall be 
taken away (v. 4) 

Kings Both her kings (v. 16)` King of Assyria (v. 4) 
Role of the Lord Lord shall bring upon thee (v. 17) Lord bringeth up upon them (v. 7) 
Assyrian King King of Assyria (v. 17) King of Assyria (v. 7) 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, 73 
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2 Nephi 18:3 
Prophetess 
 The Isaiah that has floated before our eyes has been commonly a stately form treading the upper circles, walking 
amid courts and breathing the air of kings.  The dignity of his rhythm has seemed incompatible with a modest sphere; 
the strength of his denunciations has appeared to imply the voice of one who moved upon the mountains.  But look 
beneath the surface and you will change your view.  There will stand before you a new Isaiah, a humble-minded 
Isaiah, an Isaiah whose heart is in the valley.  His very house was in the valley—in the lower part of Jerusalem.  Men 
called the spot “the Valley of Vision”—perhaps by way of a sneer….Down in his Valley of Vision Isaiah lived, far from 
the madding crowd—divorced from public sympathy, almost in social ostracism.  But not divorced from family life.  
No—there the brightness comes in.  Isaiah had the joy of wedded happiness.  He had a wife whose mind was in tune 
with his own.  She was familiarly called “the prophetess”—a great compliment to her, and a great testimony to her 
unity with her husband.  And there were two sons born to them…sons whose names he had fondly recorded. 
George Matheson, The Old Testament and the Fine Arts, comp. Cynthia Pearl Maus [New York: Harper & Row, 1954], 562 
 
 The prophetess, like her husband, possessed a testimony of Jesus, for “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy” (Rev. 19:10).  The title prophetess “was given to Isaiah’s wife because she was literally the bearer of the 
Lord’s word, incarnate in her son.”  The fulfillment of the sign given to King Ahaz from the Lord came through Isaiah’s 
wife and the birth of her son Maher-shalal-hash-baz (7:14).  She typified the virgin Mary (7:14; see also Table 1, page 
73). 
 Maher-shalal-hash-baz, the son of Isaiah and the prophetess, is a type of Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God 
(7:14-16). 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, 82 
 
2 Nephi 18:4 
 To cry, my father, and my mother. 
 Isaiah’s prophecy concerning the pending invasion of Assyria will be fulfilled within two or three years.  The time 
element is set forth in the prophecy that Assyria will capture Damascus, Syria, Samaria, and Israel before Maher-
shalal-hash-baz is able to say My father, and my mother. (Young children are able to say simple phrases such as my 
father or my mother near the age of two.)  The prophecy was fulfilled in 734-732 B.C. when Tiglath-pileser, king of 
Assyria, captured the Galilee region, the Jezreel Valley, and Transjordan, and plundered their riches. 
 Riches of Damascus/spoil of Samaria.  After conquering Syria and Israel, the Assyrian army seized their 
personal and public wealth.  Tiglath-pileser III recorded in his royal chronicle that Israel “with all its inhabitants and its 
goods, I led to Assyria.” 
Ibid 
 
2 Nephi 18:5-8 
Waters of Shiloah…Waters of the River 
 Isaiah describes and then contrasts two forms of waters—the soft, rolling waters of Shiloah, located near the 
temple mount of Jerusalem, and the waters of the Euphrates, a great river that often floods out of control.  The 
waters of Shiloah are controlled and inviting, whereas the Euphrates is dangerous and destructive.  The waters of 
Shiloah bring life to those who drink them; the Euphrates brings death to those who are swept up in its flood.  Isaiah’s 
images of the two waters are symbolic: the former represents Jesus, the King of Heaven, who is likened to the waters 
of life; the latter is the king of Assyria, who leads his great, destructive armies and “cover the earth [like a flood…and] 
destroy the inhabitants thereof” (Jer. 46:8).  Inasmuch as the inhabitants of Judah had rejected Jesus, or the waters 
of Shiloah, the Lord set upon them the king of Assyria, or the strong and mighty waters of the river that would 
overflow their banks and cover the entire land with destruction. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, 83 
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 President Wilford Woodruff, the apostle who became the fourth President of the Church I represent, said this to 
the Jews in the year 1879: 

 And this is the will of your great Elohim, O house of Judah, and whenever you shall be called upon to perform this work, the God of 
Israel will help you.  You have a great future and destiny before you….The God of your father’s house has kept you distinct as a nation for 
eighteen hundred years, under all the oppression of the whole Gentile world.  You may not wait until you believe on Jesus of Nazareth, 
but when you meet with Shiloh your king, you will know him….It is true that after you return and gather your nation home, and rebuild your 
City and Temple, that the Gentiles may gather together their armies to go against you to battle…; but when this affliction comes, the living 
God, that led Moses through the wilderness, will deliver you, and  your king, you will know him….It is true that after you return and gather 
your nation home, and rebuild your City and Temple, that the Gentiles may gather together their armies to go against you to battle…; but 
when this affliction comes, the living God, that led Moses through the wilderness, will deliver you, and your Shiloh will come and stand in 
your midst and will fight your battles; and you will know him, and the afflictions of the Jews will be at an end, while the destruction of the 
Gentiles will be so great that it will take the whole house of Israel who are gathered about Jerusalem, seven months to bury the dead of 
their enemies.”… 

 The book of Mormon, which was also written to the Jew, testifies who the Shiloh is, “for there is save one 
Messiah spoken of by the prophets.” (2 Ne. 25:18). 
Ezra Taft Benson, Ensign, Dec. 1976, 71 
 
2 Nephi 18:8 
Reach even to the neck. 
 In 701 B.C., the Assyrians invaded the kingdom of Judah and conquered many cities but did not enter Jerusalem 
(the head, or capital city). 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 116 
 
2 Nephi 18:9 
Broken into Pieces 
 The repetition of phrases at the end of verse 9 accentuates the message and provides a form of the 
comparative.  The comparative degree in Hebrew was formed by simply repeating a word or phrase.  To repeat the 
item three or more times made it superlative.  Whereas in English one would say “good,” “better,” and “best” to 
indicate comparative degrees, in Hebrew one could say “good,” “good, good,” and “good, good, good.”  Thus, in the 
verse above, Isaiah is warning the nations that if they prepare for battle, they will be devastated. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 148 
 
2 Nephi 18:14-15 
Stone of Stumbling 
 Because the Lord would save Judah, the prophet advised against a confederacy with other nations for security; 
the king and people should make the Lord their “sanctuary.”  Isaiah knew, however, that the Lord as Savior in those 
times, as also later during the Lord’s life on earth, would be “a stone of stumbling,” upon whom many unbelievers 
would “stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken” (Isa. 8:14-15). 
 Neither the king nor the people would accept the testimony given to the Lord’s disciples, nor would they 
understand the “signs” and wonders provided through Isaiah. 
Ellis T. Rasmussen, A Latter-day Saint Commentary on the Old Testament [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1993], 510 
 
 The phrase “both the houses of Israel” refers to the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of 
Judah.  During times of apostasy, citizens of these kingdoms viewed Jesus Christ as a stumbling stone, or someone 
who got in their way during their journey through mortality. 
Donald W. Parry, Visualizing Isaiah, [Provo, Utah, The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2001], 77 
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 Both Peter and Paul quoted verse 14 to the Jews as evidence of their stumbling over Christ (see 1 Pet. 2:8; 
Rom. 9:33; 1 Cor. 1:23).  Jacob, the Book of Mormon prophet, also foretold that the Jews would stumble over Christ 
(see Jacob 4:15). 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 65 
 
2 Nephi 18:16 
Bind Up The Testimony 
 One commentary indicates that the binding and sealing of the law is a symbolic process whereby one actually 
ties up a parchment roll, whereon the teachings of the prophets are recorded, as a witness against those to whom 
the message was delivered. 
J. R. Dummelow, as quoted in Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 81 
 
 Prophets both ancient and modern are given power to bind and seal something on earth and have it sealed in 
heaven (see Matt. 16:19; 18:18; D&C 1:8; 68:12).  The wording of verse 16 is reversed in D&C 88:84, wherein the 
Lord sent his disciples among the Gentiles, and in the Appendix to the Doctrine and Covenants, referring to those 
who refused to believe in the Lord’s servants (see D&C 133:71-72).  The wording therein is to bind up the law and 
seal up the testimony instead of binding the testimony and sealing up the law.  However, the meaning is the same in 
either case.  While the sealing may be a sealing unto heaven or a sealing against heaven, as shown in the various 
references cited, Isaiah’s charge was to seal up the disciples to heaven. 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 65 
 
2 Nephi 18:7 
Hideth his face 
 Did the Lord “hide his face” from covenants Israel?  Footnote 17a gives the answer from Isaiah 54:8: “In a little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee.”  This verse is 
repeated to the Nephites by the Savior in 3 Nephi 22:8. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 17 
 
2 Nephi 18:17 
Wait upon the Lord—Patience 
 Attentive doctors, nurses, therapists, a loving spouse, parents, children, and friends comfort us when we are ill 
and speed our recovery process. There are times when, no matter how independent we may be, we must entrust 
others with our care.  We must surrender ourselves to them.  Our caregivers are those who assist in the healing 
process. 
 The Lord is the ultimate caregiver.  We must surrender ourselves to the Lord.  In doing so, we give up whatever 
is causing our pain and turn everything over to Him…. 
 As we put our faith and trust in the Lord, we must battle our pain day by day and sometimes hour by hour, even 
moment by moment; but in the end, we understand that marvelous counsel given to the Prophet Joseph Smith as he 
struggled with his pain of feeling forgotten and isolated in Liberty Jail: 

 My son, peace by unto thy soul; thine adversity and thine afflictions shall be but a small moment;  
 And then, if thou endure it well, God shall exalt thee on high; thou shalt triumph over all thy foes (D&C 121:7-8)…. 

 When pain, tests, and trials come in life, draw near to the Savior.  “Wait upon the Lord,…look for him” (Isa. 8:17; 
2 N3. 18:17).  “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31).  Healing comes in the Lord’s time 
and the Lord’s way; be patient. 
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Our Savior waits for us to come to Him through our scripture study, pondering, and prayer to our Heavenly 
Father….As we are strengthened and healed, we can then lift and strengthen others with our faith. 
Robert D. Hales, Ensign, Oct. 1998, 18-19 
 
 Being human, we would expel from our lives physical pain and mental anguish and assure ourselves of continual 
ease and comfort, but if we were to close the doors upon sorrow and distress, we might be excluding our greatest 
friends and benefactors.  Suffering can make saints of people as they learn patience, long-suffering, and self-
mastery.  The sufferings of our Savior were part of his education. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Faith Precedes the Miracle [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1973], 98 
 
 No pang that is suffered by man or woman upon the earth will be without its compensating effect…if it be met 
with patience. 
James E. Talmage, as quoted in Spencer W. Kimball, Faith Precedes the Miracle [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1972], 98 
 
 No pain that we suffer, no trial that we experience is wasted.  It ministers to our education, to the development of 
such qualities as patience, faith, fortitude and humility.  All that we suffer and all that we endure, especially when we 
endure it patiently, builds up our characters purifies our hearts, expands our souls, and makes us more tender and 
charitable, more worthy to be called the children of God…and it is through sorrow and suffering, toil and tribulation, 
that we gain the education that we come here to acquire and which will make us more like our Father and Mother in 
heaven. 
Orson F. Whitney as quoted in Spencer W. Kimball, Faith Precedes the Miracle [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1973], 98 
 
 To appreciate this story, you have to realize that it occurred when he was nearly eighty and had bone cancer.  
He had bone cancer so badly in his hips that he could hardly move.  The pain was great…. 
 He had the responsibility for the welfare farm.  An assignment was given to weed a field of onions, so Dad 
assigned himself to go work on the farm….I have met several people who were with him that day.  I talked to one of 
them on the phone, and he said that he was weeding in the row next to Dad….He said that the pain was so great that 
Dad was pulling himself along on his stomach with his elbows.  He couldn’t’ kneel.  The pain was too great for him to 
kneel.  Everyone who has talked to me about that day has remarked how Dad smiled and laughed and talked happily 
with them as they worked in that field of onions…. 
 After all the work was finished and the onions were all weeded, someone said to him, “Henry, good heavens!  
You didn’t pull those weeds, did you?  Those weeds were sprayed two days ago, and they were going to die 
anyway.” 
 Dad just roared.  He thought that was the funniest thing.  He thought it was a great joke on himself.  He had 
worked through the day in the wrong weeds.  They had been sprayed and would have died anyway. 
 When Dad told me this story, I knew how tough it was.  So I asked him, “Dad, how could you make a joke out of 
that?  How could you take it so pleasantly?”  He said something to me that I will never forget, and I hope you won’t.  
He said, “Hal, I wasn’t there for the weeds.” 
 Now, you’ll be in an onion patch much of your life.  So will I.  It will be hard to see the powers of heaven 
magnifying us or our efforts.  It may even be hard to see our work being of any value at all.  And sometimes our work 
won’t go well. 
 But you didn’t come for the weeds.  You came for the Savior….I promise you that if you will be patient and 
diligent, you will have the blessing of knowing that you are doing what the Lord would have you do.  And you will 
remember that while you’re in that onion patch, you are not there for the weeds.  (That will be important sometimes 
when the weeds don’t come out easily.)  You will feel the approval of God. 
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 “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31). 
 Dad never got better. He just got worse.  So you might say, “Well, he waited upon the Lord, but he couldn’t run 
and he couldn’t walk.”  But that was true only in this life.  There will be a day for you and me when, whatever 
difficulties and limitations we have here, we will have that promise fulfilled for us.  We will be lifted up as on eagle’s 
wings if we have waited upon the Lord…. 
 One night when I was not with him and the pain seemed more than he could bear, he somehow got out of bed 
and on his knees beside it—I know not how.  He pled with God to know why he was suffering so.  And the next 
morning he said, with quiet firmness, “I know why now.  God needs brave sons.” 
Henry B. Eyring, To Draw Closer To God [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 101-103, 116 
 
 Patience is another form of self-control.  It is the ability to postpone gratification and to bridle one’s passions.  In 
his relationships with loved ones, a patient man does not engage in impetuous behavior that he will later regret.  
Patience is composure under stress.  A patient man is understanding of others’ faults. 
 A patient man also waits on the Lord.  We sometimes read or hear of people who seek a blessing from the Lord, 
then grow impatient when it does not come swiftly.  Part of the divine nature is to trust in the Lord enough to “be still 
and know that [he is] God” (D&C 101:16). 
 A priesthood holder who is patient will be tolerant of the mistakes and failings of his loved ones.  Because he 
loves them, he will not find fault nor criticize nor blame. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Ensign, Nov. 1986, 47 
 
 Since the Lord wants a people “tried in all things” (D&C 136:31), how specifically will we be tried?  He tells us, I 
will try the faith and the patience of my people (see Mosiah 23:21).  Since faith in the timing of the Lord may be tried, 
let us learn to say not only, “Thy will be done,” but patiently also, “Thy timing be done.”… 
 In the agonizing atoning process, Jesus let His will be “swallowed up in the will of the Father” (Mosiah 15:7).  As 
sovereigns, choosing to yield to the Highest Sovereign is our highest act of choice.  It is the only surrender which is 
also a victory!... 
 So, brothers and sisters, given what Jesus died for, are we willing to live with the challenges allotted to us? (See 
Alma 29:4, 6).  Trembling is sometimes both permissible and understandable…. 
 We are to…finish the work we personally have been given to do; to be able to partake of a bitter cup without 
becoming bitter…to let our wills increasingly be swallowed up in the will of the Father; to acknowledge…that, indeed, 
“All these things shall give thee experience, and shall be for thy good” (D&C 122:7). 
Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, May 2001, 59-61 
 
 In all the important decisions in our lives, what is most important is to do the right thing.  Second, and only 
slightly behind the first, is to do the right thing at the right time.  People who do the right thing at the wrong time can 
be frustrated and ineffective.  They can even be confused about whether they made the right choice when what was 
wrong was not their choice but their timing…. 
 Indeed, we cannot have true faith in the Lord without also having complete trust in the Lord’s will and in the 
Lord’s timing….In our service in the Lord’s church we should remember that when is just as important as who, what, 
where, and how…. 
 People who do not accept continuing revelation sometimes get into trouble by doing things too soon or too late or 
too long.  The practice of polygamy is an example…. 
 This principle [of timing] applies to revelation…and to all of the most important events in our lives: birth, marriage, 
death, and even our moves from place to place…. 
 Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ prepares us for whatever life brings…. 
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 If we have faith in God and if we are committed to the fundamentals of keeping His commandments and putting 
Him first in our lives, we do not need to plan every single event—even every important event—and we should not feel 
rejected or depressed if some things—even some very important things—do not happen at the time we had planned 
or hoped or prayed…. 
 Plan, of course, but fix your planning on personal commitments that will carry you through no matter what 
happens.  Anchor your life to eternal principles, and act upon those principles whatever the circumstances and 
whatever the actions of others.  Then you can await the Lord’s timing and be sure of the outcome in eternity. 
Dallin H. Oaks, Brigham Young University 2001-2002 Speeches [Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University Publications & Graphics, 2002], 188-
92 
 
2 Nephi 18:18 
I and the children 

Isaiah Jehovah is salvation 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz destruction is imminent 
Shearjashub a remnant shall return 

 
 The Prophet reminds the people of the fact that both he and his children were signs and wonders given them by 
the Lord as testimonies of his predictions.  The names of two of his sons are recorded: Shear-jashub (Isa. 7:3) and 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz (Isa. 8:3).  Whether Immanuel, mentioned in Isaiah 7:14 and 8:8, was the second son of 
Isaiah is a debated question….It seems to me that the context of Isaiah 7:14 compels us to regard the virgin, the 
“alma” of that text as a young woman living at the time of King Ahaz and the prophet; for, how could her motherhood 
otherwise have been a sign to the skeptic king, for whom it was intended?...We notice that Isaiah, before the birth of 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz, undoubtedly following divine instructions, summoned two competent witnesses to 
accompany him to the mother of the expected child, to ascertain to their own satisfaction and to disarm public 
criticism, that she, the “prophetess,” was the legal wife of the Prophet.  And, is it not probable that she was given that 
title, because she was the mother of the prophetic child Immanuel,--the type of the Messiah? 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 7 vols., ed. Philip C. Reynolds [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 1955-1961], 1:346 
 
2 Nephi 18:19 
Familiar Spirits—peep 
 There can be no good or wholesome purpose accomplished in this kind of entertainment [Ouija boards], 
therefore it should not be indulged in by members of the Church….When a person is baptized and receives the laying 
on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, he is promised that he will receive the necessary guidance for his spiritual 
and temporal good, provided he is true to his covenants…. 
 There is no need for any member seeking inspiration or knowledge through any unsavory or evil source which is 
coming from Satan or one of his emissaries.  Those who have the light of the Spirit, or Holy Ghost, will avoid any 
contacts from any evil source.  No doubt it is true that the use of these instruments is in the spirit of fun and for 
amusement.  Let it be remembered that the Spirit of the Lord does not and will not dwell in unclean or disobedient 
tabernacles…. 
 The disobedient and wayward become the prey of deception; and as darkness enters their souls, the true light is 
driven out….To seek for information through Ouija boards or any way contrary to the instruction the Lord has given is 
a sin…. 
 All through the Bible, the New Testament as well as the Old, the Lord and his prophets have expressed their 
displeasure when the people turned form the Lord to “familiar spirits.” 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 5 vols., [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1957-1966], 4:30-33 
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2 Nephi 18:20 
The Law 
 At the time of Jesus the Jewish scriptures (our Old Testament) were divided into three major sections.  The Law, 
or the Torah, included the five books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).  The 
Prophets included the writings of the various prophets (such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel).  The third 
sections, the Writings, included the historical books (such as Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings) and the poetic books 
(such as Psalms and Proverbs). 
Book of Mormon 121-122 Student Manual, p. 1 
 

THE LAW THE PROPHETS THE WRITINGS THE POETIC BOOKS 
Genesis Isaiah Joshua Psalms 
Exodus Jeremiah Judges Proverbs 

Leviticus Ezekiel Samuel  
Numbers Daniel Kings  

Deuteronomy Etc. Etc.  
Book of Mormon Student Manual 121-122, 120 
 
2 Nephi 18:19-22 
Seek unto Their God 
 The main point of this passage is that turning to any sort of spiritualism, such as turning to the dead on behalf of 
the living, is forbidden.  People of faith should turn “to the law and to the testimony,” which are the scriptures.  If other 
sources do not agree, “it is because there is no light in them.” 
 They of Israel who had ceased to seek the true God were about to pass into the bondage their king had led them 
to.  Trouble, darkness, and the dimness of anguish lay ahead. 
Ellis T. Rasmussen, A Latter-day Saint Commentary on the Old Testament [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1993], 510 
 
2 Nephi 18:20 
No Light in Them 
 There are two great scriptural tests which show whether men have the light and are walking therein, one 
pertaining to beliefs, the other to conduct.  Isaiah challenged false teachers with this test:  “To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20).  And John, 
speaking particularly to members of the Church, those upon whom “the true light now shineth,” said: “He that saith he 
is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.  He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and 
there is none occasion of stumbling in him.  But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, 
and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes” (1 Jn. 2:8-11). 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 2d ed. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966], 445-46 
 
 May I suggest three short tests to avoid being deceived…. 
 1.  What do the standard works have to say about it?  “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them,” said Isaiah (Isa. 8:20).  This is one of the great truths of 
Isaiah so important that it was included in the Book of Mormon scriptures…. 
 2.  The second guide is: what do the latter-day Presidents of the Church have to say on the subject—particularly 
the living President?... 
 3.  The third and final test is the Holy Ghost—the test of the Spirit.  By that Spirit we”…may know the truth of all 
things” (Moro. 10:5). 
Ezra Taft Benson, Conference Report, Oct. 1963, 16-17 
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 To those in quest of spiritual light—this word of counsel: Seek it only in God’s appointed way.  Follow the advice 
of the Apostle James and the example of Joseph the Prophet. (James 1:5; Hist. Ch. Vol. 1, 4, 5.)  Never go upon the 
Devil’s ground.  Keep away from all deceptive influence.  One may believe in hypnotism, without being a hypnotist, 
without surrendering one’s will to the will of the person exercising that power—a very dangerous power when wielded 
by an unprincipled possessor.  In like manner, one may believe spiritualism real, without becoming a spiritualist, 
without attending “séances,’ without consulting “mediums,” without putting trust in planchettes, Ouija boards, 
automatic pencils, false impersonations, etc., or in any way encouraging the advances of designing spirits, who thus 
gain an ascendancy over their victims, leading them into mazes of delusion, and often into depths of despair.  Go not 
after them; and if they come to you, put them to the test “Try the spirits” (1 Jn. 4:1).  If they speak not according to 
revealed truth,--if they conform not to divine standards, “it is because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20). 
Orson F. Whitney, Saturday Night Thoughts [Salt Lake City: The Deseret News, 1921], 312 
 
2 Nephi 18—Conclusion 
 This is the same message as the last chapter, but conveyed in some different ways.  We can either accept the 
living waters that “go softly” or be overcome with the current—current concerns, current fashions, current 
preoccupations that come upon us like an Assyrian army and will only lead us downstream to destruction.  As in the 
previous chapter, we’re taught that making unholy alliances with the world or the worldly will only build on the Rock, 
or stumble over it, but either way, the Rock is right in front of us and we must decide what we’re going to do with it.  
Each of us must answer the question, “What think ye of Christ?” (Matthew 22:42).  My mission president used to say, 
“See it big, keep it simple.”  Isaiah gives us the big picture and presents the ultimate “no-brainer”—shall we stumble 
or stand?  The only intelligent choice is to build upon Christ, our only sure foundation, and leave the world and its 
crumbling foundations behind. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 118-119 
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