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2 Nephi 14 
 “In the preceding chapter we read of the bitter winter seasons of apostate darkness. Now we read of darkness 
and wickedness giving way to light and righteousness; we read of the glorious spring of restoration with its heaven-
sent cleansing rains, followed in turn b the pleasant summer of millennial splendor. It is a day when Zion’s daughters 
have abandoned worldly fashions and have adorned themselves with robes of righteousness, while Jacob’s faithful 
sons have, in the language of Isaiah, put on their beautiful garments-the authority and power of the holy priesthood 
(see Isaiah; D&C 113:7-8).” 
R. Millet and J.F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:279 
 
2 Nephi 14:1 
 “The JST and the Hebrew Bible place this verse in the previous chapter where it fits the context much better. 
This condition will result from the war described in Isaiah 3:25-26. While this verse has been interpreted by some as 
a prophecy of plural marriage as revealed in the Doctrine and Covenants. The proposal to marry (or merely live 
together) is made here by the woman. Under the Lord’s law, the man would initiate the marriage (see D&C 132:58-
61). The women described by Isaiah volunteer to remain economically independent rather than make the man 
responsible for their care while they multiply and replenish the earth, as under the Lord’s law (see D&C 132:63 and 
Jacob 2:30). The innate desire of the woman to be a wife and a mother is noted in the phrase to take away our 
reproach. To be childless was considered a reproach in ancient Israel (see Luke 1:25 and Gen. 30:23). 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are the Words of Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980], 37 
 
2 Nephi 14:1 
Seven Women—One Man 
 In a Semitic society, the greatest disgrace for a woman was to be barren. Isaiah describes a time when women 
will support themselves financially, but seek a husband who will make it possible for them to achieve the honor of 
motherhood. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Unlocking the Old Testament [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1981], 149 
 
2 Nephi 14:1 
 “In that day,” (14:1) when judgments will have removed so many men that there is a great scarcity of them, 
“seven women” (Meaning simply a lot of women) will request a man’s hand in marriage. Economic problems will be 
such that these women will be willing to provide their own food and clothing, contrary to the usual marriage customs. 
According to the Hebrew scriptures (Ed. 21: 10), a man was required to provide a wife with food and clothing; but in 
this case Isaiah observes that the women are willing to waive that right. Having a good knowledge of the importance 
of marriage, they request a man to take away their reproach. In Isaiah’s day and, indeed, in many parts of the Near 
East today, it was and is a disgrace to remain unmarried. 
Sidney B. Sperry, Book of Mormon Compendium [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968], 183-84 
 
 
 When a large part of the male population shall have been exterminated by war and its concomitants, seven 
women shall offer themselves to one man…In the old times a woman, as a rule, considered it unfortunate not to have 
the privilege of motherhood. See the story of Rachel in the Old Testament, Gen. 30:33; or, in the New Testament, 
Elisabeth the mother of John the Baptist, Luke, 1:25. The misfortune must have been felt more keenly at a time when 
the population had been practically decimated. A plurality of wives in one household, under the protection of one man 
may, according to this prophetic utterance, be a more desirable arrangement than one by which six women of every 
seven are excluded from the joys and responsibilities of a mother. It is no defense of lawlessness to say that under 
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similar circumstances the same remedy might be applied again. But only by divine revelation through the Prophet 
authorized to speak for the Lord. (See Jacob 2:27-30; D&C 43:2-6.) 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, ed. Phillip C. Reynolds, 7 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret book 
Co., 1955-1961], 330 
 
2 Nephi 14:2 
 “The days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch [LDS Bible footnote b says “Jesus 
Christ”], and a King shall reign and prosper” (Jeremiah 23:5). 
 In another sense, the “branch” could represent dispersed remnants of the house of Israel who have been 
redeemed and brought back to the glory of the Lord. (See Isa. 60:21; 61:3; 2 Ne. 3:5; Jacob 2:25.) 
Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr., Isaiah Plain and Simple [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1995], 37 
 
2 Nephi 14:3 
 Holiness has been defined as “conformity to the nature and the will of God, whereby a Saint is distinguished from 
the unrenewed world; and is not actuated by their principles and precepts, nor governed by their maxims and 
customs.”  (Cruden’s Concordance under “Holiness.”)  Israel was commanded to be a “holy nation, a sanctified 
nation, a nation of saints.”  (Ex. 19:6)  The followers of our Savior are in the New Testament often referred to as 
“saints,” which indicates that they were regarded as sanctified, separated fro the “world” by their purer faith and more 
perfect practices.  In this remarkable prophecy the prediction is made that, in the latter days, when Israel and Judah 
(v. 4) are being gathered in from the dispersion, those who remain after having passed through the fiery trials, 
whether in Zion or Jerusalem, will be known as “holy,”—that is, as “Saints.” 
George Reynolds & Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the BOM, p. 330 
 
2 Nephi 14:4 
 In its root sense, the Hebrew word for filth has reference to human excrement.  The term is used symbolically to 
emphasize the terrible nature of the sins of Israel and the impurities found within the daughters of Zion. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 49 
 
 “Washing away the filth of the daughters of Zion” and “purging the blood of Jerusalem” recalls the ancient 
sacrifices in which the burnt offerings were rinsed to remove impurities, the cleansing atonement of Christ, and 
washings and anointings. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 110 
 
2 Nephi 14:5 
Defense 
 A protecting cover.  But even so, the expression needs explanation.  Perhaps a question might help.  Suppose 
the prophet, seven hundred years before our era, had been carried away, in the spirit, to Ensign Peak and been 
permitted to see Salt Lake valley, as it is today, first at noon, then at sunset with its indescribable beauty of colors; 
then, let us suppose that he had seen the shadows of night fall, and, all of a sudden, the entire valley, as by a 
miracle, lit up by thousands of lights, the Temple radiant among all the glittering little stars; how would he have 
described this vision to a public not aware of electricity, and he, himself, just as ignorant in that particular as his 
hearers, except by saying just what he did say, that the Lord had created upon every dwelling place on Mount Zion, 
and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night; and that this 
marvelous beauty, this evidence of progress and prosperity would be the protection of the glory of Zion?  Or, 
suppose that the prophet had been standing on the Mount of Olives in Palestine, at a future day, viewing the New 
Jerusalem and the new temple across the Valley of Kedron, and the thousands of homes that will be there, even 
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more wonderfully illuminated, as scientific marvels are multiplied; what could he have said in a description?  That the 
modern glory of Zion reminded him of the cloud and the fire by which God anciently manifested his glory to Israel is 
certain.  (See Ex. 13:21; 33:18; Numb. 9:15; 2 Chron. 5:13, 14.  See also Ezek. 11:22, 23; 43:1-5). 
Reynolds & Sjodahl, Commentary on the BOM, p. 
 
2 Nephi 14:5-6 
“Zion a place of refuge” 
 In Bible times men did not build houses with the idea in mind that most of their daily living would be spent inside 
them.  Their first interest was in spending as much time as possible in God’s out-of-doors.  The house served as a 
place of retirement.  For this reason the outside walls of the humble house were not inviting.  There was no effort to 
attract attention to this place of retirement.  The purpose of these dwellings is borne out by the meaning of the 
Hebrew and Arabic words for “house.”  Rev. Abraham Rihbany, who was born in Syria and spent his early life there, 
has made a very illuminative statement about the meaning and purpose of the Palestinian house: 
 The Hebrew word bavith and the Arabic word bait mean primarily a “shelter.”  The English equivalent is the word 
“house.”  The richer term, “home,” has never been invented by the son of Palestine because he has always 
considered himself “a sojourner in the earth.”  His tent and his little house, therefore, were sufficient for a shelter for 
him and his dear ones during the earthly pilgrimage. 
 Because the Palestinians lived out-of-doors so much, the sacred writers were fond of referring to God as a 
“Shelter” or as a “refuge,” rather than as a “home.” 
Fred H. Wight, Manners and Customs of Bible Lands [Chicago: Moody Press, 1953], 20-21 
 
 The time is soon coming, when no man will have any peace but in Zion and her stakes.  I saw men hunting the 
lives of their own sons, and brother murdering brother, women killing their own daughters, and daughters seeking the 
lives of their mothers.  I saw armies arrayed against armies.  I saw blood, desolation, fires.  The Son of Man has said 
that the mother shall be against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother.  These things are at our doors.  
They will follow the Saints of God from city to city.  Satan will rage, and the spirit of the devil is now enraged. 
Joseph Smith, TPJS, p. 161 
 
 The First Presidency has called on the parents of the Church to hold family home evening and family prayer, to 
study the gospel in the home, and to spend time with children in wholesome activities…. 
 When I was growing up, my father often led our family in gospel discussions around the dinner table.  Only with 
the perspective of years do I understand today the contribution those family hours made to my own testimony.  I 
rejoice in the prophecy of Isaiah that the time will come when “upon every dwelling place of mount Zion” there shall 
be “a cloud…by day, and …a flaming fire by night” (Isa. 4:5), when the Spirit of God will abide in the homes of His 
people continually. 
Bruce D. Porter, Ensign, May 2001, 81 
 
 I believe this building is called a Tabernacle, and it will accommodate from twelve thousand to fifteen thousand 
persons, and it is a tolerably cool place for the people in the heat of summer, especially to be a shade in the day time 
from the heat, and for a place of refuge and a covert from storm and from rain and tempest. I do not think that storms 
or tempests would affect a congregation that might be assembled in the Lord's Tabernacle; but I wish particularly to 
call your attention to the preceding verse--"The Lord shall create upon every dwelling-place of Mount Zion, and upon 
all her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flame or pillar of fire by night."      
 I do not see any cloud covering this house, or the congregation that is before me. What is the reason? The time 
has not yet come. The time is to come when God will meet with all the congregation of his Saints, and to show his 
approval, and that he does love them, he will work a miracle by covering them in the cloud of his glory. I do not mean 
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something that is invisible, but I mean that same order of things which once existed on the earth so far as the 
tabernacle of  Moses  was concerned, which was carried in the midst of the children of Israel as they journeyed in the 
wilderness.      
 Did God manifest himself in that tabernacle that was built according to the pattern which he gave unto his 
servant Moses? He did. In what way? In the day time a cloud filled that tabernacle. The Lord intended his people to 
be covered with the cloud continually, and he intended to reveal himself unto them, and to show forth his glory more 
fully amongst them; but they sinned so much in his sight that he declared-- "My presence shall not go up with this 
people, lest I should break forth upon them in my fury and consume them in a moment." Because of their wickedness 
he withdrew his presence. and his glory in a great measure was taken from them; but still Moses was permitted to 
enter the tabernacle, and to behold the glory of God, and it is said that he talked with the Lord face to face--a 
blessing which God did intend to bestow upon all Israel had they kept his law and had not hardened their hearts 
against him.      
 But m the latter days there will be a people so pure in Mount Zion, with a house established upon the tops of the 
mountains, that God will manifest himself, not only in their Temple and upon all their assemblies, with a visible cloud 
during the day, but when the night shall come, if they shall be assembled for worship, God will meet with them by his 
pillar of fire; and when they retire to their habitations, behold each habitation will be lighted up by the glory of God,--a 
pillar of flaming fire by night.      
 Did you ever hear of any city that was thus favored and blessed since the day that Isaiah delivered this 
prophecy? No, it is a latter-day work, one that God must consummate in the latter times when he begins to reveal 
himself and show forth his power among the nations. (JD, 16:82.)       
Monte S. Nyman, Great are the Words of Isaiah, p.38-39 
 
Storm/rain 
 These are symbols for God’s judgments on the wicked (Ps. 83:15).  The storms remove the wicked from their 
places as chaff is removed from the wheat (Job 21:18; 27:21), while the righteous, like wheat, are gathered into 
protected units and preserved (in the Lord’s temples and other holy places). 
Parry, Parry, Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 49 
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