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1 Nephi 12:2-3 
 Elder McConkie has taught us:  “Our mortal probation is a war, a continuation of the war in heaven (Rev. 12:7-
17), a war against the world, against evil, against Satan.  And there are nu neutrals; all men are for the Lord or they 
are against him; they either serve under his banner or they live after the manner of the world and are in the bondage 
of sin.  The only way for the Christian soldiers to come off victorious is to put on the whole armor of God.  Paul did, 
and as his life drew to a close he was able to affirm, ‘I have fought a good fight,…I have kept the faith’ (2 Tim. 4:7).  
King Mosiah did likewise and after he had ‘gone the way of all the earth,’ Alma the younger was able to say of him 
that he had ‘warred a good warfare’ because he had walked ‘uprightly before God’ (Alma 1:1).” 
Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, 3 vols. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965-1973], 2:524 
 
1 Nephi 12:7-10 
3 Times the Lord Established His Church 

• During his mortal ministry in Jerusalem (Matthew 10:1-6) 
• During his ministry among the Nephites (3 Nephi 19:4-6) 
• In this dispensation (D&C 107:23) 

 
1 Nephi 12:10 
 To have one’s garments made white in the blood of the Lamb is to be made free from sin and its effects, this 
through sincere repentance and submission to the will of the Master.  It is to be cleansed and sanctified, to be made 
pure and holy—fit to dwell in the presence of God and angels.  Such a state comes through subscribing to the 
ordinances of the gospel and thereafter yielding one’s heart unto God. 
Millet and McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 87 
 
1 Nephi 12:17 
Temptations, Blind Eyes, Hard Hearts, Broad Roads 
 To blind the eyes is not to see or acknowledge the consequence of our actions.  To harden the heart is to ignore 
or not be willing to accept counsel.  To be led into the broad roads is to give in to worldly enticements and lose the 
influence of the Holy Spirit in our lives….Temptation is like a magnetic force which holds a metal object in its power.  
It loses its magnetic force and power when you turn away from it.  So we must turn away from temptation; then it will 
lose its power….Temptation can be a compassionate way of warning us of possible dangers.  It acts like a caution 
sign.  It warns us of possible danger ahead.  Temptation can alert the mind to turn away from an improper thought or 
act.  As eternal beings living this earthly experience, we will not be free from temptation.  Temptation implies an inner 
struggle to do that which is right….We should expect temptation, for without temptations there would be little 
education and little character improvement. 
Rulen G. Craven, Ensign, May 1996, pp. 76-77 
 
 Unless…[individuals] were exposed to temptation they never could know themselves, their own powers, their 
own weaknesses nor the power of God.  If Satan had no power to tempt mankind, they would be in a state where 
they could neither know good nor evil; they could not know happiness nor misery.  All their powers would lie dormant, 
for they would be destitute of that experience which prepares men to become like God, their Eternal Father. 
George Q. Cannon, Gospel Truths, 1:109 
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1 Nephi 12:18 
 To those of you who are inching your way closer and closer to that great and spacious building, let me make it 
completely clear that the people in that building have absolutely nothing to offer except instant, short-term 
gratification inescapably connected to long-term sorrow and suffering.  The commandments you observe were not 
given by a dispassionate God to prevent you from having fun, but by a loving Father in Heaven who wants you to be 
happy while you are living on this earth as well as in the hereafter. 
Glenn L. Pace, “They’re Not Really Happy,” Ensign, November 1987, p. 40 
 
 

6 


