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2 Nephi 12:1 
 Although Isaiah notes that he saw things concerning Judah and Jerusalem (2:1), his vision includes references 
to three different peoples and two different lands. He speaks of Judah in the land of Jerusalem, of the "daughters of 
Zion," and of the "branch of the Lord" in the land of Zion. The prophet Joseph Smith declared, "The prophets have 
spoken and written upon it [Zion]; but I will make a proclamation that will cover a broader ground. The whole of 
America is Zion itself from north to south, and is described by the Prophets, who declare that it is the Zion where the 
mountain of the Lord should be, and that it should be in the center of the land. When elders shall take up and 
examine the old prophecies in the Bible, they will see it." (TPJS, p. 362.) Thus, the "daughters of Zion" refer to those 
who inhabit the Americas.      
 The "branch of the Lord" spoken of by Isaiah consists of those who are "escaped of Israel" (those of Israel who 
will have escaped the judgments which are to come upon the world in the last days). He speaks of these as being 
from the daughters of Zion and from Jerusalem. Therefore, the three peoples include the inhabitants of Jerusalem in 
general, the inhabitants of Zion in general, and the specific group from Zion and Jerusalem who constitute the 
beautiful and glorious branch of the Lord. The two lands include the land of Jerusalem and the land of the Americas.      
Monte S. Nyman, Great are the Words of Isaiah , p.21-22 
 
2 Nephi 12:2-3 
 It will be noted that the words of the above verses from the Book of Mormon are identical with the King James 
translation of Isaiah 2:1-4 except for the change of one word.  In the second verse the word “that” (an italicized word) 
in the King James translation is changed to “when.”…If the word “when” is used, time is indicated and not place.  
Thus the Book of Mormon supplies a key to understanding these passages by saying that when the mountain of the 
Lord’s house is established in the top of the mountains, then certain events will follow. 
Ross Warner, The Fulfillment of Book of Mormon Prophecies, [Salt Lake City: Hawkes Publishing, Inc., 1975], 175 
 
“Mountain of the Lord’s House” 
 The word mountain is used in the scriptures in different allegorical or figurative senses.  In 2 Nephi 12:1-4 the 
word mountain refers to a high place of God, a place of revelation, even the temple of the Lord. 
G. Reynolds and J. Sjodahl, Book of Mormon Commentary, 1:323 
 
 This temple on this temple block is that house of the God of Jacob that our pioneer fathers started to build when 
they were a thousand miles from transportation, and it took them forty years to build it. 
LeGrand Richards in CR, Oct. 1975, p. 77 
 
 [Second Nephi 12:2] has specific reference to the Salt Lake Temple and to the other temples built in the top of 
the Rocky Mountains, and it has a general reference to the temple yet to be built in the New Jerusalem in Jackson 
County, Missouri. 
Bruce R. McConkie, New Witness for the Articles of Faith, 539-40 
 
 I believe that [this] prophecy [2 Nephi 12:2-3, 5] applies to the historic and wonderful Salt Lake Temple.  But I 
believe also that it is related to this magnificent [Conference Center] hall.  For it is from this pulpit that the law of God 
shall go forth, together with the word and testimony of the Lord. 
President Gordon B. Hinckley, “This Great Millennial Year,” Ensign, November 2000, 69 
 
 While many Latter-day Saints believe that the establishment of “the mountain of the Lord’s house” in the tops of 
the mountains represents the Salt Lake Temple, verse 2 has a broader application.  The Zion of North and South 
America was labeled by some Old Testament prophets as the “everlasting hills” or the “ancient mountains” (see Gen. 
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49:26; Deut. 33:15).  This would suggest that Isaiah’s prophecy relates to the whole continent, not just Salt Lake City.  
The first temple built in the “everlasting hills” in this dispensation was the Kirtland Temple in 1836, and the Lord 
appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in that temple on 3 April 1836 (see D&C 110). 
Monte S. Nyman, Great Are t he Words of Isaiah, p. 26 
 
 All of the holy temples of our God in the latter days shall be built in the mountains of the Lord, for his 
mountains—whether the land itself is a hill, a valley, or a plain—are the places where he comes, personally and by 
the power of his Spirit, to commune with his people…. 
 Isaiah names the building of latter-day temples as a sign both of the gathering of Israel and of the second coming 
of Christ.  Israel, as we are aware, is to gather to places where there are temples so her municipals may gain the 
blessings made available in these holy houses, and these blessings prepare their recipients to meet the Lord, who 
will suddenly come to his temple…. 
 The building of a temple in both the mountain of the Lord and the tops of the mountains, unto which the elect of 
the Lord shall come out of all nations, is the promised sign.  This is first and foremost the temple, capped with six 
spires and crowned with an angelic ministrant sounding the trump of God, that now stands in Salt Lake City in the 
tops of the mountains of America.  All of the temples now built or that may be built in the high mountains of America 
also do or will fulfill this prophetic word. 
Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah, p. 275-76 
 
 This great prophecy, as is often the case, is subject to the law of multiple fulfillment.  1. In Salt Lake City and 
other mountain locations temples, in the full and true sense of the word, have been erected, and representatives of 
all nations are flowing unto them to learn of God and his ways.  In this connection and as part of the general 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, is the fact that one of the world’s greatest genealogical societies has been 
established in Salt Lake City—a society to which people of all nations come to do the ancestral research which must 
precede the performance of vicarious temple ordinances.  2. But the day is yet future when the Lord’s house is to be 
built on that “Mount Zion” which is “the city of New Jerusalem” in Jackson County, Missouri (D&C 84:2-4).  Mount 
Zion, itself, will be the mountain of the Lord’s house in the day when that glorious temple is erected.  3. When the 
Jews flee unto Jerusalem, it will be “unto the mountains of the Lord’s house” (D&C 133:13), for a holy temple is to be 
built there also as part of the work of the great era of restoration (Ezek. 37:24-28). 
 The law cannot go forth from Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, in the full millennial sense that 
Isaiah foresaw and specified, until these two great future temples are constructed in the old and new Jerusalems 
(Isa. 2; Mic. 4; 2 Ne. 12). 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 518 
 
 Why is the Lord gathering Israel in these last days? It is to fulfil the covenant made with Abraham and renewed 
with Isaac and Jacob and others. What is that covenant? It is not the gathering of Israel per se, but something far 
more important than the mere assembling of a people in Jerusalem or on Mount Zion or at any designated place. It is 
not the allocation of Palestine for the seed of Abraham, or the designation of the Americas as the inheritance of 
Joseph, though each of these arrangements has a bearing on the fulfillment of the covenant. The gathering of Israel, 
at whatever place Deity specifies, is a necessary condition precedent, something that makes possible the fulfilling of 
the ancient covenant. What, then, is the covenant itself?    
 Jehovah promised-covenanted with-his friend Abraham that in him and in his seed, meaning the literal seed of 
his body, should "all the families of the earth be blessed, even with the blessings of the Gospel, which are the 
blessings of salvation, even of life eternal." (Abr. 2:8-11.)    
Bruce R. McConkie, The Mortal Messiah: From Bethlehem to Calvary, 4 vols., 4: p.337-338 
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 The expression “the mountain of the Lord’s house,” as here indicated, was undoubtedly to be referred to as a 
place as well as a definition of a righteous people….And then the ancient prophet said, “And many nations shall 
come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.” (2 Nephi 12:3).  With the coming of the pioneers to establish the Church in the tops of the mountains, our 
early leaders declared this to be the beginning of the fulfillment of that prophecy….Years ago I went with the brethren 
to the Idaho Falls Temple [dedication], and I heard in that inspired prayer of the First Presidency a definition of the 
meaning of that term “out of Zion shall go forth the law.”  Note what they said; “We thank thee that thou hast revealed 
to us that those who gave us our constitutional form of government were men wise in thy sight and that thou didst 
raise them up for the very purpose of putting forth that sacred document….We pray that kings and rulers and the 
peoples of all nations under heaven may be persuaded of the blessings enjoyed by the people of this land by reason 
of their freedom and under thy guidance and be constrained to adopt similar governmental systems, thus to fulfill the 
ancient prophecy of Isaiah and Micah that “…out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.”  (Improvement Era, Oct. 1945, p. 564.) 
Harold B. Lee, Ensign, Nov. 1971, p. 15 
 
2 Nephi 12:2-4 
 Interestingly, the first words Isaiah records in verses 2-4 of chapter 2 are also found with only slight variations in 
Micah 4:1-4.  It may be that Isaiah “saw” the words of Micah or that he “saw” his own vision and Micah borrowed his 
words.  Or, both prophets may have read the prophecy of some earlier prophet.  Scholars differ in their opinions on 
which of these possibilities best explains the textual similarities.  There is yet a fourth possibility, however, that seems 
plausible, particularly to Latter-day Saints: Isaiah and Micah, by virtue of their prophetic callings, each ‘saw” the same 
heavenly vision and were inspired to record it in essentially the same words.  Since Isaiah and Micah were 
contemporaries dealing with the same people and problems, it seems likely that they would share similar spiritual 
manifestations.  Precedents for this explanation exist elsewhere in the scriptures, because several prophets far 
distant from each other have recorded the same inspired messages: compare the “charity” sermon in 1 Corinthians 
13 with Moroni 7, and the discourse on gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12 with Moroni 10 and Doctrine and 
Covenants section 46.  Certainly it is possible for two prophets to use the same vocabulary in recording revelations if, 
as the Lord said, “these words are not of men, nor of man, but of me” (D&C 18:34). 
 The important point here is that these verses have authority, regardless of their authorship.  They are authentic 
and prophetic, and carry a beautiful message concerning the Lord’s kingdom in the last days. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet, 85-86 
 
2 Nephi 12:3 
Law from Zion—Word from Jerusalem 
 It would be foolish to say that these references [Isa. 2:2-5; Mic. 4:107; 2 Ne. 12:205] to Zion were to the hill in 
Jerusalem where David dwelt.  Through modern revelation the Lord has made it known that the American continent 
is Zion.  It is to be on this land that the city Zion, the New Jerusalem, shall be built.  These predictions are clearly 
stated in the Book of Mormon and are in perfect accord with the writings of the Bible.  (Era, vol. 26, 960; 3 Ne. 20:22; 
21:20-29; Ether 13:2-11.) 
 This western continent is known as the land of Joseph and is also designated as the land of Zion.  The holy city 
which is to be built upon this land is sometimes called the City of Zion.  We should keep in mind that these terms 
(City of Zion, and New Jerusalem) have reference to the same sanctified place from whence shall go forth the law, 
with the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation: Sermons and Writings of Joseph Fielding Smith, p. 67 

11 

12 

13 



Book of Mormon Commentary                                                                                          2 Nephi 12 (Isaiah 2) 

Page 4 of 13 

 He [God] will assemble the Natives, the remnants of Joseph in America; and make of them a great, and strong, 
and powerful nation: and he will civilize and enlighten them, and will establish a holy city, and temple, and seat of 
government among them, which shall be called Zion. 
 And there shall be his tabernacle, his sanctuary, his throne, and seat of government for the whole continent of 
North and South America for ever. 
 In short, it will be to the western hemisphere what Jerusalem will be to the eastern. 
 And there the Messiah will visit them in person; and the old Saints, who will then have been raised from the 
dead, will be with him.  And he will establish his kingdom and laws over all the land…. 
 The city of Zion, with its sanctuary and priesthood, and the glorious fullness of the gospel, will constitute a 
standard which will put an end to jarring creeds and political wranglings, by uniting the republics, states, provinces, 
territories, nations, tribes, kindred, tongues, people, and sects of North and South America in one great and common 
bond of brotherhood…. 
 Americans!  This mighty and strange work has been commenced in your midst, and must roll on in fulfillment. 
“Proclamation of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to all the Kings of the World,” April 6, 1845, as quoted 
in James R. Clark, comp., Messages of the First Presidency, 5 vols. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1955-1975], 1:259-61 
 
 Out of Zion shall go forth the law says the prophet.  What law?  A law to regulate the nations, a law teaching 
them how to be saved, a law informing the kings and emperors and the nobles of the earth how they can save 
themselves, and how they can save their dead. 
Orson Pratt, JD, 14:350 
 
 Moses received the word of the Lord from God Himself; he was the mouth of God to Aaron, and Aaron taught the 
people, in both civil and ecclesiastical affairs; they were both one;…so will it be when the purposes of God shall be 
accomplished: when “the Lord shall be King over the whole earth” and “Jerusalem His throne.”  “The law shall go 
forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
Joseph Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 252 
 
 These will be the two religious “capitals for the kingdom of God during the millennium.” (Smith, Doctrines of 
Salvation, 3:71.)  One will be located in independence, Missouri (D&C 57:3; 84:2-4); the other will be found in old 
Jerusalem (Ether 13:2011).  Both centers will be called Zion and Jerusalem, and they will possess great temples. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 27 
 
 Traditionally the world has supposed that Isaiah’s reference to the law going forth from Zion and the word of the 
Lord going forth from Jerusalem was a Hebrew parallelism and that both references pointed to the Old World.  That 
such was not Isaiah’s intent is illustrated in a revelation given to Joseph Smith wherein it was announced that the 
Gentiles (meaning non-Jewish nations) were to flee to the Zion of the New World while those who are of Judah were 
to flee to Jerusalem, “unto the mountains of the Lord’s house” (D&C 133:12-13). 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987-1992], 
278 
 
 We believe the people of the United States, moving forward under the provisions of this inspired Constitution, 
have a manifest destiny—not a destiny of territorial expansion and worldly aggression, but the destiny of promoting, 
upholding, and defending the ideals of free institutions in government and righteousness in human relations…. 
 To proclaim these truths—0free government, free institutions, free men—to live them, to encourage their 
observance by example—this is the destiny of America…. 
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 Then America will take her true place as a leader among the nations, and her principles, her ideals, her laws, 
shall fill the earth. 
 Thus would be realized the prophecy of Isaiah of old, “for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem.” 
J. Reuben Clark, Jr. Liahon1: the Elders’ Journal, 31:461-62 
 
 The statement about the law going forth from Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem will come to pass 
during the Millennium…. 
 We expect to see the day when temples will dot the earth….Perhaps they will number in the hundreds, or even in 
the thousands, before the Lord returns.  During the Millennium their presence will be everywhere, for the billions of 
church members will all be entitled to the fullness of the ordinances and blessings of the Lord’s holy houses.  But 
there are two great temples in particular, two glorious houses of the Great Jehovah, that must be built by his people 
before he comes—one in Jerusalem of old, the other in the New Jerusalem…. 
 Solomon built a majestic mansion for the Lord in the day of Israel’s glory.  Zerubbabel built it anew when the 
remnant returned from bondage in Babylon.  And Herod—a wretched, evil man whose every act bore Satan’s 
stamp—built it for the final time in the day our Lord made flesh his tabernacle….This is the temple that was torn 
apart, stone by stone, by Titus and his minions.  And thus ended temple work in Jerusalem….And thus was it to be in 
Jerusalem until the promised day when a new temple should arise—perhaps on the very site of the old one—in which 
the gospel ordinances of the new kingdom shall be performed…. 
 And then shall the Millennium be ushered in….Who shall build this temple?  The Lord himself shall do it by the 
hands of his servants the prophets….There is only one people who know how to build temples and what to do in 
them when they are completed.  That people is the Latter-day Saints.  The temple in Jerusalem will not be built by 
Jews who have assembled there for political purposes as at present….But it will be built by Jews who have come 
unto Christ, who once again are in the true fold of their ancient Shepherd…. 
 All of this brings us to that inspired statement of the Prophet Joseph Smith relative to the temple in Jerusalem 
and the Second Coming: “Judah must return,” he said, “Jerusalem must be rebuilt, and the temple, and water come 
out from under the temple, and the waters of the Dead Sea be healed.  It will take some time to rebuild the walls of 
the city and the temple, etc.; and all this must be done before the Son of Man will make His appearance” (Teachings, 
286). 
 We now turn to a consideration of the temple in the New Jerusalem….In July 1831 the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
then in Jackson County, Missouri, importuned the Lord in these words: “When will the wilderness blossom as the 
rose?  When will Zion be built up in her glory, and where will thy Temple stand, unto which all nations shall come in 
the last days?” (Introductory heading, D&C 57).  In answer the Lord said:  “This is the land of promise, and the place 
for the city of Zion….Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the center place; and a spot for the 
temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the court-house” (D&C 57:1-3). 
 It is in this city, the New Jerusalem in Jackson County, that the house of the Lord unto which all nations shall 
come in the last days shall be built….When the appointed time comes, the Lord will reveal it to his servants who 
preside over his kingdom from Salt Lake City, and then the great work will go forward….Some Lamanites may assist 
and some Gentiles may bring their wealth to adorn the buildings, but the keys are with Ephraim. 
Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah, 276-81 
 
2 Nephi 12:4 
 “Rebuke”…like the term “judge,” also carries with it a positive and a negative aspect.  It can mean either to justify 
or to convict.  However, the root of the word means “to be in the front, the forepart,” and hence, figuratively “to be in 
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the sunshine, to be clear, manifest, or to appear.”  It has a very strong positive meaning associated with justice and 
arbitration.  Yet, it also means “to put down, force back, reprimand, or humble.” 
 When Isaiah said that God would “judge among nations and rebuke many people” he apparently meant that God 
would select from among the nations those willing to follow His word….At the same time they would be rebuked, 
humbled, or made lower.  Although to humble or rebuke a person, and at the same time set them up in the forefront, 
may seem to be a contradiction, that same thought has been expressed in similar words in modern times.  The Lord 
stated that the people of the church must be chastened, chastised, and stand rebuked before Him that their sins may 
be forgiven (D&C 95). 
Loren D. Martin, Isaiah: An Ensign to the Nations [Salt Lake City: Valiant Publications, 1982], 55-56 
 
 “To judge”…carries with it the primary meaning of “to set up or to erect,” “to establish the righteous in judgment.”  
Although, the term also carries with it a meaning of condemnation or punishment, the primary meaning is positive.  
Therefore, to “judge among the nations” means to select the righteous from the unrighteous, the saint from the 
sinner. 
K. Douglas Bassett, Commentaries on Isaiah in the Book of Mormon, p. 60 
 
“Swords into plow-shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks” 
 In the millennial day, weapons for killing will be turned into tools for living.  Can you imagine how many farm 
implements could be made out of an aircraft carrier?  In 2005, the United States Department of Defense budget 
totaled 401.7 billion dollars.  Imagine what can be done for the poor in all the world when millennial peace reigns and 
the inhabitants of the earth shall not “learn war any more”? 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 73 
 
 Every gun made, every warship launched, every rocked fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who 
hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed. 
 This world in arms is not spending money alone: It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its 
scientists, the hopes of its children….This is not a way of life at all, in any true sense.  Under the cloud of threatening 
war, it is humanity hanging from a cross of iron. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Peace with Justice: Selected Addresses of Dwight D. Eisenhower [New York:  Columbia University Press, 1961], 37-38 
 
 Nicholas Murray Butler has figured that money spent for the World War could have built a $2,500.00 house, 
placed in it $1000.00 worth of furniture, put it on five acres of land worth $100.00 an acre, and have given this to 
every family in the United States, Canada, Australia, England, Wales, Ireland, Scotland, France, Belgium, Germany, 
and Russia; could have given to each city of 20,000 or over in each of these countries a five-million dollar library and 
a ten-million dollar university; and could still with what was left set aside a sum of 5 per cent that would provide a 
$1,000.00 yearly salary for over 125,000 teachers and like number of nurses. 
Author unknown, Improvement Era, 41:160 
 
 We have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount…Ours is a world of nuclear 
giants and ethical infants.  We know more about war than we know about peace, more about killing than we know 
about living. 
General Omar Bradley, as quoted in Hugh B. Brown, Continuing the Quest, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1961], 255 
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 The millennial day…that promised time when “they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more…[but shall] walk in 
the light of the Lord” (Isa. 2:4-5). 
Howard W. Hunger, Ensign, November 1994, 88 
 
 Whereas numerous temples will already dot the earth prior to the Millennium, their number and distribution will 
increase during this time….The work of preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ to all the inhabitants of the earth will 
continue under his direction.  Meanwhile, a similar teaching program will continue among the spirits of those who 
have departed this life and are waiting the day of their resurrection (D&C 1380.  While such spirits may hear the 
gospel of salvation and accept or reject it in the spirit world, mortals on earth will perform saving ordinances such as 
baptism on their behalf. 
Paul B. Pixton, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, ed. By Daniel H. Ludlow, 4 vols. [New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1992], 906-908 
 
 [Isaiah] further declared that the natural fears and enmities within the animal kingdom will cease, that “the wolf 
also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid” (Isa. 11:6-9; cf. D&C 101:26).  Ezekiel 
prophesied that the earth, which lost its pristine character as a result of the fall of Adam (cf. Gen. 3:17-19), will return 
to its paradisiacal state once again (Ezek. 36:35; cf. A of F 10).  For the duration of the Millennium, Satan will be 
bound (Rev. 20:1-3).  In place of the diabolical regime of the “prince of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; D&C 1:35, the 
Lord Jesus Christ will dwell personally among the inhabitants of earth, ruling over the kingdom of God with the aid of 
righteous mortals and resurrected Saints from all ages (Isa. 35:2; Dan. 7:14, 27)…. 
 During the Millennium, members of the Church of Jesus Christ from any era of time will help in the government of 
the earth under Christ’s direction (Dan. 7:27; D&C 103:7; cf. Matt. 5:5). 
 John the Revelator saw that at the commencement of the Millennium a New Jerusalem would descend to earth 
from heaven….Revelations given to the Prophet Joseph Smith show that the new Jerusalem in the Western 
Hemisphere will coexist with the old Jerusalem, each as a hemispheric capital…. 
 Life will go on for those on earth:  “And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, 
and eat the fruit of them,…and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands” (Isa. 65:21-22).  Righteous mortal 
men and women who die after the beginning of the Millennium “shall not sleep…in the earth, but shall be changed in 
the twinkling of an eye” (D&C 101:31), and children born in this era “shall grow up until they become old” (D&C 63:51; 
Isa. 65:20).  The devil will have no “power to tempt any man,” being bound because of the righteousness of the 
earth’s inhabitants, and children will grow up without sin (1 Ne. 22:26; D&C 43:30-31; 45:58; 101:28-31).  However, 
those who are wicked will not be resurrected or returned to the earth until after the millennium of righteousness (D&C 
76:81, 85). 
Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Vol. 4 p. 906-908 
 
2 Nephi 12:5 
“Light of the Lord” 
 Gospel light is the mental and spiritual enlightenment from God which enables men to receive truth and 
knowledge and gain salvation.  Light is an attribute of Deity and shines forth from him; in him it is found in its fullness 
and perfection…. 
 Christ is the light of the world, and the gospel is his message of light and salvation to all men….Where the gospel 
is there is light; where the gospel is not darkness prevails. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 2d ed. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966], 444 
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2 Nephi 12:6 
“Forsaken” 
 Forsake means “to desert or abandon.”  The original Hebrew is more clear in meaning.  The word translated 
forsaken…does mean “to send away, to let go, to leave or desert;” but it also carries the meanings of “to disperse or 
to spread abroad.”  The entire meaning of the word taken as a whole is exactly what happened to the house of 
Jacob.  God withdrew and they were spread to all quarters of the earth. 
Loren D. Martin, Isaiah: An Ensign to the Nations [Salt Lake City: Valiant Publications, 1982], 61 
 
2 Nephi 12:6 
“Replenish from Cast” 
 To the Israelites, “east is the sacred direction.  Holy temples are oriented eastward,…Jesus Christ enters his 
temples from the east (Ezek. 43:1-2; see Ezek. 10:19); and at the time of the Second Coming, the Lord will come 
from the east (JS-M 1:26; Matt. 24:27; Teachings, 287),” In 2:5, the prophet Isaiah commands the house of Israel to 
“walk in the light of the Lord,” which comes from the east.  Yet the house of Israel attempted to be spiritually 
revitalized (replenished) through apostate, spurious sources from the east (such as the deities and religious systems 
of the heathen countries), which constituted mockery unto God. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 29 
 
“Please themselves in the children of strangers” 
 Hebrew sepiyqu means to “clasp hands” rather than the KJV “please themselves.” 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 29 
 
 The term…translated strangers, means foreign as in opposition to the son or lawful heir.  In Ecclesiastes 6:2, the 
feminine form of the word is used to refer to a strange woman as in opposition to one’s own wife, especially with 
regard to illicit intercourse; hence an adulteress….The people had become strangers to the House of the Lord.  
Therefore, the term also was used to signify the worship of idols or strange gods.  Yet, a most interesting term is the 
word “please.”…The Jerusalem Bible translates the phrase, “they clap foreigners by the hand.”  That interpretation is 
footnoted by the comment, “by the hand”; signifies, “a gesture of friendship, or else a magic rite: the text is obscure.”  
The whole phrase may be taken several ways and has multiple meaning.  It may be taken as a condemnation of 
association with harlots, foreign gods, persons who worship idols, or marrying or being in league with followers of 
idols.  Yet, even further, Isaiah may have also been condemning those who clap hands with strangers in secret rites, 
delivering sacred things to those not worthy to receive them.  The Hebrew term translated “please” means to strike, 
to clap the hands, or to make an agreement concluded with the striking of the hands or handshake.  They left God, 
turned unto soothsayers and “strangers”.  They served the gods of this earth.  Silver and gold became gods.  
Collecting treasure became the objective of life. 
Loren D. Martin, Isaiah: An Ensign to the Nations [Salt Lake City: Valiant Publications, 1982], 62-63 
 
2 Nephi 12:7 
Horses and Chariots 
 Horses and chariots are often mentioned to signify military might and are listed along with treasures and idols in 
these verses.  Relying on military power alone for peace and security is a form of idolatry.  President Spencer W. 
Kimball observed: 
 When enemies rise up, we commit vast resources to the fabrication of gods of stone and steel—ships, planes, 
missiles, fortifications—and depend on them for protection and deliverance.  When threatened, we become anti-
enemy instead of pro-kingdom of God…. 
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 We forget that if we are righteous the Lord will either not suffer our enemies to come upon us—and this is the 
special promise to the inhabitants of the land of the Americas—or he will fight our battles for us. (Teachings of 
Spencer W. Kimball, 417.) 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 74 
 
2 Nephi 12:9 
“Mean man boweth not down” 
 In statistics, the word mean means “average.”  In this verse, mean means the average or common man doesn’t 
bow down to or worship God—see footnote 9b. 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 75 
 
2 Nephi 12:10 
“Enter into the rock and hide” 
 To say that men shall go into the holes of the rocks and into the caves of the earth is very descriptive of some 
areas of the Middle East.  Many poor, then and now, live amid the caves and rocks.  Often in history, men would flee 
to the mountains to hide in the rocks when threatened by destruction or war.  The Qumran community hid the Dead 
Sea Scrolls in caves. 
Loren D. Martin, Isaiah: An Ensign to the Nations [Salt Lake City: Valiant Publications, 1982], 67 
 
2 Nephi 12:11 
“In that day” 
 Isaiah almost always uses this phrase to refer to the last days or the dispensation of the fullness of times. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Unlocking the Old Testament [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1981], 149 
 
2 Nephi 12:12 
“Day of the Lord” 
 The phrase “day of the Lord” is used frequently by Isaiah and seems to refer to any day of retribution or reward.  
For example, the day when Judah fell to the Babylonians was a day of the Lord, as will be the day of his second 
coming.  It is both a great and dreadful day, great for the righteous and dreadful for the wicked (Mal. 4:5). 
Terry B. Ball, Voices of Old Testament Prophets: The 26th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 59 
 
 A day of the Lord is a period fixed by him to execute judgment upon the nations of the earth.  There have been 
many such days.  Such days are a foretaste of the coming great and dreadful day of the Lord.  Before the destruction 
of Babylon, Isaiah thus prophesied to the people of that wicked city: “Howl ye: for the day of the Lord is at hand.’  
Babylon’s pride was humbled in utter desolation.  It was a day of the Lord unto that corrupt city:  His judgments were 
executed upon her.  When the Savior was crucified the Western Hemisphere was visited by terrible tempests, 
thunder, earthquakes, whirlwinds and fire, resulting in a great and terrible destruction.  This awful disaster killed many 
people.  The survivors in one place cried: “Oh, that we had repented before this great and terrible day.”  It was a day 
of the Lord unto the Nephite people. 
 I believe that the Civil War was a day of the Lord; so also was World War and the epidemic of influenza.  This 
worldwide depression is a day of the Lord, but no one of these days is that great and dreadful day of the Lord which 
is to come at the end of the world. 
Charles A. Callis, Conference Report, Apr. 1935, 17 
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2 Nephi 12:13 
“Cedars of Lebanon oaks of Bashan” 
 The cedars of Lebanon, Cedrus libani, were an especially appropriate species to liken to pride and worldliness.  
These were the noblest, tallest, and most massive trees the Israelites knew.  Unlike the small and shrubby junipers 
called “cedars” in the Rocky Mountain West, these true cedars were monarchs of the forest, reaching heights of 120 
feet and diameters of up to eight feet.  They were once common in the mountains of Lebanon and parts of Cilicia and 
can still be found there in reduced numbers today.  They were esteemed for the fragrance and durability of their 
wood, which was fit for palaces and temples, thrones and altars.  Likewise the oaks of Bashan, most likely Quercus 
aegilops, were impressive trees.  Bashan is a fertile region east of Galilee and today is called the Golan Heights.  In 
Bashan the oaks reached heights of up to fifty feet.  In biblical times they were prized as a source of food, dye, and 
tanning agents. 
Terry Ball, Thy People Shall Be My People and Thy God My God: The 22nd Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book Co., 1994], 24 
 
 Lebanon is the source of fire wood for Israel and a paradise in the Hebrew imagination.  Yet it is home to idol 
worship and so is judged by God…. 
 Lebanon is a region made up of two mountain chains, the coast fringing Mount Lebanon range and the lesser 
easterly Anti-Lebanon range, separated by the Bekaa Valley.  The biblical references are probably only to Mount 
Lebanon itself…. 
 The cedars of Lebanon represent the finest of earthly materials.  Solomon studied the lightness and strength of 
cedars (1 Kgs. 4:33), bargained with Hiram, who ruled the area, and created a conscript labor force thirty thousand 
strong to log the Lebanon cedars for the temple in Jerusalem (1 Kgs. 5).  Using cedar, these men, working one 
month out of three, built a magnificent palace out of the forests of Lebanon.  The famous cedar also provided the 
main supports of the temple.  In Song of Songs the bridegroom’s carriage is made of wood from Lebanon (Song 3:9), 
and in Ezekiel a fine ship is built whose mast is a cedar of Lebanon (Ezek. 27:5)…. 
 The prophets predict a day of humbling for the proud whom Isaiah calls “the cedars of Lebanon, tall and lofty” 
(Isa. 2:13)….Because her beauty breeds pride, the last image of Lebanon is one of judgment: “Open your doors, O 
Lebanon, so that fire may devour your cedars!” (Zech. 11:1 NTV). 
Dictionary of Biblical Imagery, ed. Leland Ryken, James C. Wilhoit, and Tremper LongmanIII [Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998], 499 
 
2 Nephi 12:16 
“Ships…pleasant pictures” 
 The “ships of the sea”…represent the people’s commercial enterprises, especially the “ships of Tarshish,” which 
were noted for their ability to travel long distances, their strength as war vessels, and their large storage capacity as 
commercial carriers….The…”pleasant pictures”…were apparently the pleasure crafts or ships in which the wealthy 
traveled throughout the Mediterranean.  Isaiah prophesies that the Lord will abase all these superficial symbols of 
wealth and power. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 91 
 
 Tarshish, whose precise location is unknown, was probably a prosperous and bustling Mediterranean seaport.  
For instance, it was through Tarshish that Solomon imported such luxury items as gold, silver, ivory, apes, and 
peacocks (1 Kgs. 10:22).  Perhaps because of the city’s connection with wealth and affluence, the destruction of 
Tarshish and its ships symbolizes the Lord’s judgment on the proud and arrogant (Ps.  48:7). 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1998], 34 
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 “Pleasant Pictures” refers to the standard or figure heads of the ships….In Acts 28:11 the student will find an 
illustration of the meaning of the expression, “pleasant pictures.”  There we are informed that the ship in which Paul 
traveled from Malta to Rome had Castor and Pollux for a “sign.”  Those mythical twin sons of Zeus were the 
supposed protectors of the ship, and their images were painted, or sculptured in a prominent place on the ship.  
Others had different protectors and therefore different images and standards.  But idols, whether on land or sea will 
be utterly destroyed in the wrath of the day of the Lord. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, ed. Philip C. Reynolds, 7 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 1955-1961], 325-26 
 
 Footnote a to 2 Nephi 12:16 notes that the Hebrew Masoretic text of Isaiah 2:16 reads “upon all the ships of 
Tarshish,” while the Greek Septuagint reads “upon all the ships of the sea.”  The Book of Mormon text reads “upon all 
the ships of the sea, and upon all the ships of Tarshish.”  One can offer several speculations bout why both phrases 
appear in the Book of Mormon: (1) Perhaps Joseph Smith fabricated the Book of Mormon and somehow had access 
to the Septuagint.  Discovering there was a discrepancy between the Septuagint and the Masoretic texts of this 
passage, he decided to include both text versions in the Book of Mormon to deceive readers into thinking he was 
actually translating a more complete ancient record, that is, the gold plates; or (2) Maybe while Joseph Smith was 
fabricating the Book of Mormon he accidentally, by chance, inserted into the Book of Mormon the very phrase left out 
of the Masoretic text; or (3) while the Prophet Joseph Smith was translating the Book of Mormon from the gold plates 
by the gift and power of God, he translated the phrase “upon all the ships of the sea, and upon all the ships of 
Tarshish” because that is exactly what the record said.  Both phrases were on the gold plates Joseph Smith was 
translating because the brass plates of pre-600 B.C. origin, from which the gold plates text was taken, were a more 
ancient and complete text than either the Masoretic text (ca. A.D. 500-1000) or the Septuagint (ca. 250 B.C.).  
Apparently the Septuagint had lost the phrase “the ships of Tarshish” and the Masoretic text had lost the phrase “the 
ships of the sea.”  The Book of Mormon restores both. 
 From a purely logical point of view, the last option, option 3, is the only tenable one.  From personal conviction, I 
testify that option 3 is the truth. 
Terry B. Ball, Voices of Old Testament Prophets: The 26th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 59 
 
2 Nephi 12:7-18 
Symbols of pride brought down 
 Taken too literally, one might wonder what the Lord has against trees, ships, and so on; but the underlying 
principle appears in verses 11-12, 17.  The Lord is speaking of haughty men who are lifted up in pride.  Not only shall 
they be brought low, but so shall their “lofty looks.”  Contributing to their lofty looks are the status symbols of the 
day—the splendor, glory, and strength of the cedars used in major buildings; the often rare commodity of oaks from 
Palestine, acquired by the most wealthy; the high mountains and hills of false worship and apostate religion; the man-
made defenses of towers and walls; the wonder of the ships of Tarshish (ancient Spain), noted for distance, capacity, 
and strength as war vessels; and the pleasant pictures, or perhaps beautiful crafts or pleasure ships of the day.  In 
other words, the haughty and proud will fall, and their materialistic castles, which were built with wealth, pride, and 
power, shall crumble away in the presence of the Lord’s coming  
S. Brent Farley, CES Symposium, Aug. 1983, 63 
 
 As surprising as the traits Isaiah despises are those which he prizes.  Not drive, initiative, industry, enterprise, 
hard work, thrift, piety—none of the Zoramite virtues, though they are truly virtues when they are not…[initiated by] 
selfish motives or a morbid obsession with routine.  And let me observe in passing that work is after all not a busy 
running back and forth in established grooves, though that is the essence of our modern business and academic life, 
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but the supreme energy and disciplined curiosity required to cut new grooves.  In Isaiah’s book the quality which God 
demands of men are such as our society looks down on with mildly patronizing contempt.  Isaiah promises the 
greatest blessings and glory to the meek, the lowly, the poor, the oppressed, the afflicted, and the needy….In Zion, 
we are promised there will be no poor.  That is because Satan will not be present there with his clever arrangement 
of things…. 
 If we believe Isaiah, the son of Man himself was “despised and rejected…” From which one concludes that to be 
highly successful in this life is hardly the ultimate stamp of virtue.  For Satan’s golden question “Have you any 
money?” has a paralyzing and intriguing effect that enlists all but the noblest spirits in the great 
conspiracy….Whoever refuses to put up with this sort of thing…must expect to take a beating….Everybody is 
cheating and God does not like it at all.  “Behold the world lieth in sin at this time, and none doeth good, no not 
one…and mine anger is kindling against the inhabitants of the earth to visit them according to this ungodliness.”  
Such were the opening words of the Lord in this dispensation spoken to the Prophet Joseph in the grove (BYU 
Studies9, spring 1969, 280f).  The words “the world lieth in sin,” call for a more particular statement in the manner of 
Isaiah, and we find the same expression explained in D&C 49:20: “…it is not given that one man should possess that 
which is above another, WHEREFORE the world lieth in sin.”  Mammon is a jealous God; you cannot serve him and 
any other master.  To escape the powerful appeal of the things of this world and the deadly threat that hangs over all 
who do not possess them takes a meek and humble soul indeed—and a courageous one. 
Hugh W. Nibley, “Great Are the Words of Isaiah,” in Sidney B. Sperry Symposium [Provo, Utah: Religious Instruction, BYU, January 28, 1978], 
204-205 
 
 The majority are discontented with their lot,...being preoccupied with their material needs, and under the 
obsession of cares for the morrow….One must [only] go to the homes of those who have begun to enjoy a little 
prosperity, to learn how much the satisfaction with what they have is troubled by regret for that which they lack…The 
more goods a man has the more he thinks he needs…. 
 All this has resulted, [in]…a state of mind…which can…be compared to the humor [of] spoiled 
children,…overwhelmed with gifts and still discontented…. 
 The man who gives himself up entirely to the service of his appetites makes them grow and multiply so rapidly 
that they become stronger than he….Moral life consists in the government of one’s self.  Immorality consists in the 
government of ourselves by our…[wants] and our passions….[The world declares the worth of a man is] 
estimated…[by his] selling price,…[which is measured by] the profit [he has]…made….[He who] brings nothing is 
worth nothing, and he who has nothing is nothing. 
 What is a good lamp?  It is not the one most ornamented, the best carved or that which is made of the most 
precious metal.  A good lamp is the one that gives good light.  And so, also, we are…[valued] not by the number of 
goods or pleasures that we procure for ourselves,…but by the solidity of our moral fibre. 
Charles Wagner, The Simple Life [New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1904], 13-21 
 
2 Nephi 12:19 
 Concerning the prayer that mountains fall to crush and hide, Farrar (Life of Christ, 645, note), says: “These 
words of Christ met with a painfully literal illustration when hundreds of the unhappy Jews at the siege of Jerusalem 
hid themselves in the darkest and vilest subterranean recesses, and when, besides those who were hunted out, no 
less than two thousand were killed by being buried under the ruins of their hiding places.  A further fulfillment may be 
yet future.” 
James E. Talmage, Jesus The Christ, 667 
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2 Nephi 12:20 
 The imagery of verse 20 is striking: the people will throw their gold and silver idols to moles and bats, animals 
who are blind….The irony of this is that people who understood the material value of the precious metals, and should 
also have seen the spiritual impotence of the idols, will throw these precious items to animals who will not be able to 
see them at all. 
Victor L. Ludlow, Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, and Poet, 92 
 
2 Nephi 12:21 
 This great earthquake, of a magnitude never before recorded on the Richter Scale, will be “such as was not 
since men were upon the earth,” (Rev. 16:18.)  “The mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall” 
(Ezek. 38:20).  “Every island [shall flee] away” (Rev. 16:20) as the earth’s land masses join together (see D& 
C 133:23; Isa. 62:4).  {All nations shall be shaken” (Hag. 2:6-7). 
 The Savior will make His appearance during this earthquake: “And then shall the Lord set his foot upon this 
mount [of Olives], and it shall cleave in twain, and the earth shall tremble, and reel to and fro, and the heavens also 
shall shake” (D&C 45:48).  “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem 
on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there 
shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward then north, and half of it toward the south” 
(Zech. 14:4). 
 The besieged people of Judah will escape through the valley created by the earthquake and will recognize the 
resurrected Lord as their long-awaited Messiah, yet they will sorrow at seeing the wounds of the crucifixion in His 
body. (See Zech. 14:5; 12:10; 13:6; D&C 45:51-53.) 
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Behold, I Come Quickly [Salt Lake City; Deseret Book Co., 1994], 102-103 
 
2 Nephi 12:22 
 The wicked have always entered into compacts and alliances designed to protect them in their frauds, crimes, or 
secret machinations.  Isaiah warns that such man-made citadels of security will mean nothing in the hour of God’s 
judgment….Mankind is never more than a breath away from death, and therefore any institution of security which 
depends upon man can also disappear in an instant.  The only sound security is living so that we can enjoy the 
eternal blessings and security of a loving Heavenly Father. 
W. Clean Skousen, Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times [Salt Lake City: Ensign Publishing Co., 1984[, 160 
 
“Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils” 
 In other words, cease relying on man, who received his life, the breath of his nostrils, from God (see Moses 3:7).  
Rely instead on God, the giver of life.  The footnote for this verse (Isaiah 2:22) in your LDS Old Testament says, 
“Cease depending on mortal man; he is of little power compared to God.” 
John Bytheway, Isaiah for Airheads, p. 76 
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