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2 Nephi 10:1-2 
 The Prophet Joseph Smith declared—and he never taught more comforting doctrine—that the eternal sealings of 
faithful parents and the divine promises made to them for valiant service in the Cause of Truth, would save not only 
themselves, but likewise their posterity.  Though some of the sheep may wander, the eye of the Shepherd is upon 
them, and sooner or later they will feel the tentacles of Divine Providence reaching out after them and drawing them 
back to the fold.  Either in this life or the life to come, they will return.  They will have to pay their debt to justice; they 
will suffer for their sins; and may tread a thorny path; but if it leads them at last, like the penitent Prodigal, to a loving 
and forgiving father’s heart and home, the painful experience will not have been in vain.  Pray for your careless and 
disobedient children; hold on to them with your faith.  Hope on, trust on, till you see the salvation of God. 
Elder Orson F. Whitney, Quoted by Elder Boyd K. Packer in “Our Moral Environment,” Ensign, May 1992, p. 68 
 
2 Nephi 10:3 
 It is a remarkable thing to discover that, indeed, this is the first time in the Book of Mormon that the name-title 
Christ is given for the Redeemer.  Before this he is known by numerous titles, such as Messiah, Holy One of Israel, 
Shepherd, Lamb of God, Son of the Eternal Father, Savior, and Lord.  It is difficult to know exactly what Jacob had in 
mind here.  Did he mean that this was the first occasion when he came to know that the name of the Holy one of 
Israel, the Messiah, would be Christ?  Did he mean that the angel had simply confirmed in his mind the specific name 
of the Messiah, something the Nephites already knew?  The question is largely one of language: we know the Lord 
Jehovah as Jesus Christ, names that mean literally “the Lord is salvation” and “the Messiah or anointed one,” 
respectively.  The exact name by which Christ was known to other peoples of the past (and of different languages)—
including the Nephites—is unknown to us.  The complete name-title Jesus Christ is given for the first time by Nephi in 
2 Nephi 25:19.  For a more detailed discussion of this matter, see Theodore M. Burton, God’s Greatest Gift (Salt 
Lake City: Deseret Book Company, 1976), pp. 153-55. 
Robert L. Millet, The Power of the Word: Saving Doctrines from the Book of Mormon, p.97 
 
2 Nephi 10:3 
They shall crucify him— 
 Jacob was not the first to announce the death of the Son of God by crucifixion.  Enoch had seen “the Son of Man 
lifted up on the cross” (Moses 7:55), as had Zenock, whose words were had by the Nephites (1 Nephi 19:10).  Such 
knowledge could only be had by revelation.  The fulfillment of the prophecy required not only that the Jews reject and 
kill their Messiah but also that he die by crucifixion.  The prophecy was the more remarkable because crucifixion was 
unknown to Hebrew law.  The Mosaic code prescribed the penalty of death in four forms: stoning, burning, 
beheading, and strangling (The Mishnah, trans. Herbert Danby [Oxford University Press: 1974], p. 39).  Thus the 
strange alliance in the death of Christ between the leaders of the Jews who condemned him to death and the 
Romans who carried out their sentence.  Although crucifixion was one of the most excruciating and cruel forms of 
death ever devised, it was not original with the Roman Empire, though the Romans certainly perfected its horrors.  To 
the Jews it was a most ignominious form of death, making of Christ a figure of disrepute, “for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13; Deuteronomy 21:22-23). 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol. 1 p. 266 
 
None other nation…would crucify their God— 
 It is a sad distinction to be identified as the most wicked of nations on an earth that had been identified as the 
most wicked of all God’s creations (Moses 7:36).  Thus the place was chosen in the midst of eternity where an infinite 
and eternal sacrifice would be made.  To be most blessed precedes the fall to most cursed.  History has so attested.  
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That spirit which led a nation to crucify their God finds its most obvious manifestation today among those who malign 
and persecute the Jews, or those of any persuasion, under the pretense of piety and loyalty to God. 
Ibid 
 
2 Nephi 10:5-8 

The Judgments of God upon the Jews 
 

2000 B.C. Abraham is given the land “from the river of Egypt unto the great Euphrates (Genesis 15:18).  The 
land inheritance was passed on to his posterity, Isaac and Jacob.  Jacob has twelve sons, his 
name is changed to Israel and they become the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Around 1700 B.C. Joseph is sold into Egypt (Genesis 37), and the family of Jacob comes down into Egypt because of 
the famine in the land of Canaan, an indication of wickedness.  After Joseph’s death the Egyptians 
place Israel into bondage.1 

Between 1400-1200 B.C. Moses delivers Israel out of their bondage to Egypt.  The spend 40 years in the wilderness.  Moses 
is translated and Joshua leads them into the promised land.  After Joshua dies, the period of the 
Judges is one of great wickedness. 

Around 1100 B.C. Saul is appointed king over Israel in spite of the Lord’s warning about King. 

Around 1050 B.C. David becomes king of Israel. 

Around 1000 B.C. Solomon reigns as king. 

About 975 B.C. The ten tribes revolt and the kingdom of Israel is divided into the Northern ten tribes and the 
kingdom of Judah in the South. 

About 722 B.C. The Northern ten tribes are taken captive into Assyria.  They become known as the “lost tribes.” 

About 607 B.C. Judah is captured by Nebuchadnezzar and taken in bondage to the Babylonians.  Many Jews are 
taken captive into Babylon for 70 years as Jeremiah had prophesied (Jeremiah 25:12). 

600 B.C. Lehi and his party leave Jerusalem. 

589 B.C. Jerusalem is destroyed by Babylon and the Jews are scattered again. 

538 B.C. Cyrus decrees that the Jews can return and rebuild their temple.  Many return. 

A.D. 70 The Romans destroy Jerusalem and the Jews scatter throughout the world (known as the 
Diaspora). 

October 24, 1841 Elder Orson Hyde dedicates the land for the return of the Jews. 

May 15, 1948 The nation of modern Israel is born. 

Monte S. Nyman, I, Nephi Wrote this Record, p. 528-529 
 
2 Nephi 10:7-9 
Do the Jews Believe in Christ? 
 Morris Jastrow was a Jew.  This is what he said:  “From the historic point of view Jesus is to be regarded as a 
direct successor of the Hebrew prophets.  His teachings are synonymous with the highest spiritual aspirations of the 
human race.  Like the prophets, He lays the chief stress upon pure conduct and moral ideas, but He goes beyond the 
prophets in His absolute indifference to theological speculations and religious rites.  It has been commonly said that 
                                                      
1 Because of the uncertainty and controversy over the Old Testament dating, the above dates are very general, rounded off, and 
approximate.  The intent is to merely give an overview.  The teacher can fill in the details as desired. 
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the Jews rejected Jesus.  They did so in the sense in which they rejected the teachings of the earlier 
prophets,…(Cited in Joseph Fielding Smith, The Signs of the Times, p. 62.) 
 Dr. Max Nordau further states: 
 “Jesus is soul of our soul, as He is flesh of our flesh.  Who, then, could think of excluding Him from the people of 
Israel?  St. Peter will remain the only Jew who said of the son of David, ‘I know not the man.’ 
 “If the Jews up to the present time have not publicly rendered homage to the sublime moral beauty of the figure 
of Jesus, it is because their tormentors have always persecuted, tortured, assassinated them in His name. 
 “The Jews have drawn their conclusions from the disciples as to the Master, which was wrong; a wrong 
pardonable in the eternal victims of the implacable, cruel hatred of those who called themselves Christians.  Every 
time a Jew mounted to the source and contemplated Christ alone without his pretended faithful, he cried with 
tenderness and admiration, putting aside the Messianic mission, ‘This man is ours.  He honors our race, and we 
claim Him as we claim the Gospels—flowers of Jewish literature, and only Jewish.’” (Cited in Smith, Signs of the 
Times, pp. 62-63.) 
 
2 Nephi 10:11 
 It is remarkable that so few attempts have been made to establish thrones in America.  Perhaps the most 
substantial barrier has been the Monroe Doctrine, although, there has, for the most part, been so little real force 
behind that “doctrine” that its very weakness has invited more than one European monarch to attempt to “smash it.”  
It defied all the world to attempt to set up any authority of their own, or to interfere with any of the independent 
governments then existing in North or South America….In a word the real meaning of the Monroe Doctrine is, “Hands 
off” and that too, to all the world….One could imagine that the Book of Mormon prophet might have been standing at 
the elbow of President Monroe when he signed the document as it was handed to him by the Secretary of State, 
John Quincy Adams.  For the Monroe Doctrine is nothing more than the Book of Mormon prophecy put in the form of 
a state paper.  It has been tested and tried.  It has been called the “most magnificent bluff in history, and so far the 
most successful.”  At any rate, it has stood.  It has been affirmed and re-affirmed by President after President until it 
is now upheld and proclaimed as with the voice of a hundred millions of people. 
Nephi Lowell Morris, Prophecies of Joseph Smith and Their Fulfillment, pp. 136-138 
 
2 Nephi 10:10-14 
 In the Book of Mormon, “The American volume of scripture,” the Lord has given us information pertaining to this 
land upon which we dwell and called it a land favored above all other lands.  I recommend that not only you Latter-
day Saints read the Book of Mormon, but that our Father’s other children read it.  They will find it contains, in addition 
to what the Bible has said about the world, what the Lord has said about this Western Hemisphere—that this should 
be a land of liberty unto the Gentiles, and that no king should dwell upon this land, but that he, the God of heaven, 
would be our King and would fortify this land against all the nations, that this should be a land of peace and 
happiness, on condition that we would honor the God of this earth, the Father of us all.  The factor controlling the 
promise is that we must keep the commandments of our Heavenly Father or it cannot be realized. 
George Albert Smith, CR, April, 1937 
 
2 Nephi 10:16 
“They who are not for me are against me.” 
 Before you joined this Church you stood on neutral ground.  When the gospel was preached good and evil were 
set before you.  You could choose either or neither.  There were two opposite masters inviting you to serve them.  
When you joined this Church you enlisted to serve God.  When you did that you left the neutral ground, and you 
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never can get back…to it.  Should you forsake the master you enlisted to serve it will be by the instigation of the evil 
one, and you will follow his dictation and be his servant. 
Joseph Smith, quoted in Juvenile Instructor, 27:492 
 
2 Nephi 10:18 
Numbered among the House of Israel 
 While the tribes of Israel were specially favored,…the Lord…took means to include the nations of the Gentiles 
within the pale of these blessings given to Abraham, by the scattering of his children, thus sprinkling his blood among 
the Gentiles entitling them to the privileges of the sacred covenants which were conferred upon Israel, but, of course, 
on their worthiness.  Moreover, the Lord provided in the blessing to Abraham that the pure Gentiles who had none of 
the blood of Abraham in their veins, should also partake of the blessings of Abraham through obedience by the 
principle of adoption. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Restoration of All Things, 159 
 
2 Nephi 10:23 

Know This, That Every Soul Is Free 
 
Know this, that every soul is free 
To choose his life and what he’ll be; 
For this eternal truth is given: 
That God will force no man to heaven. 
 
He’ll call, persuade, direct aright, 
And bless with wisdom, love, and light, 
In nameless ways be good and kind,  
But never force the human mind. 
 

Freedom and reason make us men; 
Take these away, what are we then? 
Mere animals, and just as well  
The beasts may think of heaven or hell. 
 
May we no more our powers abuse, 
But ways of truth and goodness choose; 
Our God is pleased when we improve 
His grace and seek his perfect love. 
Hymns, 240 
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