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1 Nephi 9:1-6 
Plates of Nephi 
 Nephi 1  made two sets of metal plates-the plates which have come to be known as the large plates of 
Nephi (Jacob 3:13) and the small plates of Nephi (Jacob 1:1)-on which he kept two records of his people. It 
is not clear whether the designations "large" and "small" had to do with the actual size of the plates or with 
their length. Both of these records are termed the plates of Nephi (1 Ne. 9:2; D&C 10:38-42), and both 
records were kept by Nephi's successors. Nephi first made the large plates and recorded on them the 
record of his father Lehi 1 and continued with a more full account of Nephite secular history. Because 
Nephi wrote on the large plates first he spoke of them as the "first plates" (1 Ne. 19:2). Later Nephi 
fashioned the small plates for the specific purpose of recording the ministry of his people (1 Ne. 9:2-6; 19:1-
6; 2 Ne. 5:28-33; Jacob 1:2-4). Many generations later, by the time of Amaleki 1, the small plates were full 
(Omni 1:30). Amaleki "deliver[ed] up" the small plates to King Benjamin (Omni 1:25), who thereafter 
recorded both spiritual and secular matters as one account on the large plates (W of M 1:10). The merged 
record was continued on the large plates throughout Nephite history until Mormon received them (W of M 
1:11). 

Large plates 
 The large plates were to contain a "full account of the history" of the Nephites, including "an account of 
the reign of the kings, and the wars and contentions of [the] people" (1 Ne. 9:2-6). The large plates were 
passed from king to king from Nephi until Mosiah 2 , who entrusted them to the prophet Alma 2  (Mosiah 
28:20). From that time they were kept by the prophets up to and including Mormon (Morm. 2:17-18). The 
large plates consisted of the books of Lehi, Mosiah, Alma, Helaman, 3 Nephi, 4 Nephi, and Mormon. 
Mormon wrote a history of his people in his day on the large plates and then, "according to the will of God," 
abridged the whole of the large plates from the time of Lehi to his own (3 Ne. 5:8-19; 600 b.c.-a.d.  385). 
The plates of Mormon, made by Mormon, contained his complete abridgment of the large plates of Nephi. 
Unfortunately, the portion of the translation of Mormon's abridgment of the large plates that covered the 
period from Lehi to the time of King Benjamin (about 470 years) was lost by Martin Harris. As a result, the 
Book of Mormon today does not contain Mormon's abridgment of the large plates for that time period. 
Fortunately, as the Lord foresaw (W of M 1:7), Nephi's record on the small plates helps to fill that gap. 
When Nephi began the record on the large plates after his arrival in the promised land, he did not know that 
he would later be instructed to make a second set of plates that would be reserved specifically for spiritual 
matters (1 Ne. 19:1-7). Thus he began his record on the large plates merging both spiritual and secular 
histories, including his father Lehi's record, an account of his family's "journeyings in the wilderness," his 
father's prophecies, and his own prophecies (1 Ne. 19:1). 

Small plates 
 Nephi was commanded by the Lord to begin a second record of his people thirty years after they left 
Jerusalem (2 Ne. 5:28-33; ca. 570 b.c.). This record, the small plates of Nephi, was to contain "the more 
sacred things" in Nephite history (1 Ne. 19:5), including the "ministry of my people" (1 Ne. 9:3) and 
accounts of preaching, revelation, and prophesying (Jacob 1:2-4). Nephi stated his purpose for the small 
plates: "For the fulness of mine intent is that I may persuade men to come unto the God of Abraham,  and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, and be saved" (1 Ne. 6:4). He also gave a command-ment to 
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future record keepers: "Where-fore, I shall give commandment unto my seed, that they shall not occupy 
these plates with things which are not of worth unto the children of men" (1 Ne. 6:6). Authors of the small 
plates were Nephi, Jacob 2 , Enos, Jarom, Omni, Amaron, Chemish, Abinadom, and Amaleki (ca. 570-130 
b.c.) , but only Nephi and his brother Jacob wrote at any length. As the small plates were passed down, so 
was Nephi's commandment concerning them (e.g., Jacob 1:1-4; 7:27), thus their contents reflect careful 
attention to their sacred purposes. Amaleki appropriately concluded the small plates when he admonished, 
"And now, my beloved brethren, I would that ye should come unto Christ, who is the Holy One of Israel, and 
partake of his salvation, and the power of his redemption" (Omni 1:26). 
The small plates consist of the books of 1 Nephi, 2 Nephi, Jacob, Enos, Jarom, and Omni. Following the 
book of Omni, Mormon added a short explanation (Words of Mormon), that "the workings of the Spirit of the 
Lord" prompted him to include the small plates with the plates of Mormon (W of M 1:3-7; D&C 10:38-46). It 
was after the loss of the 116 pages of translation of Mormon's abridgment of the book of Lehi that the Lord 
told Joseph Smith to translate the small plates of Nephi. Thus the Book of Mormon contains the whole of 
the unabridged small plates-no part of them was lost. 
Largey, Book of Mormon Reference Companion, p. 645-647 
 
1 Nephi 9:6 
 God’s omniscience is not solely a function of prolonged and discerning familiarity with us—but of the 
stunning reality that the past and present and future are part of an “eternal now” with God! 
Neal A. Maxwell, All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, 8; emphasis in original 
 
1 Nephi 10:3 
After they should be destroyed,...they should return 
 The destruction of the city of Jerusalem in about 587 B.C. by the Babylonians was one of the darkest of 
days in Jewish history, one of those somber occasions still observed as a time of mourning by Jews over 
2,500 years later. Zedekiah the king was taken captive, bound, forced to witness the murder of his sons 
(with the exception of Mulek, who escaped and was led to America-Omni 1:15-16; Mosiah 25:2), blinded, 
and then taken to Babylon. In addition, this powerful army from the East "burnt the house of the Lord [the 
temple], and the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great [prominent] man's house 
burnt [they] with fire. And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down 
the walls of Jerusalem round about. Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, and the fugitives 
that fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard carry away. But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers and 
husbandman." (2 Kings 25:9-12.) It was only at this point that Jeremiah, a contemporary and companion 
prophet of Lehi, was released after being held prisoner by his rebellious countrymen (Jeremiah 39).    
 Lehi, like other Old Testament prophets, foretold the ultimate return of the Jews to Jerusalem. Almost a 
century and a half earlier, Isaiah had spoken prophetically of the coming of Cyrus the Persian, the man God 
would raise up among a heathen nation to allow the return and rebuilding of Jerusalem. In speaking of 
Cyrus, the Lord said: "He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid." Indeed, the Lord called Cyrus his 
"anointed," and stressed that his "right hand I have holden." (Isaiah 44:28; Isaiah 45:1.) Jeremiah, speaking 
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in behalf of Jehovah, explained: "And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I 
will punish the king of Babylon [the Persians would garner power], and that nation, saith the Lord, for their 
iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations" (Jeremiah 25:12). Jeremiah 
also prophesied: "For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit 
you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place" (Jeremiah 29:10). 
Indeed, within seventy years Cyrus the Persian would issue a decree allowing the return and reconstruction 
of the temple (Ezra 1:1-4).    
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 1:, p.63-64 
 
1 Nephi 10:4-6 
What was the role of the Messiah? 
 It…became necessary for the Father to send his Only Begotten Son, who was free from sin, to atone 
for our sins as well as for Adam’s transgression, which justice demanded should be done.  He accordingly 
offered himself a sacrifice for sins,…thereby redeeming us from the fall, and from our sins, on condition of 
repentance. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:126 
 
1 Nephi 10:7-10 
 Jesus [taught]—“Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the 
Baptist….”  How is it that John was considered one of the greatest prophets?... 
 First.  He was entrusted with a divine mission of preparing the way before the face of the Lord… 
 Secondly.  He was entrusted with the important mission…to baptize the Son of Man… 
 Thirdly.  John, at that time, was the only legal administrator in the affairs of the kingdom there was then 
on the earth, and holding the keys of power. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings, 275-276 
 
1 Nephi 10:11 
 Lehi…provid[ed] the first of more than eighty references in the Book of Mormon to the Resurrection. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant, 37 
 
1 Nephi 10:12 
 The Lord chose an olive tree to dramatize the destiny of his chosen people.  An olive tree almost never 
dies.  It may be pruned and worked with over numerous generations before the fruit is such as to satisfy the 
owner of the vineyard; this is often after many and varied cuttings and trimmings and replantings.  So it is 
with the house of Israel.  That house is stubborn and often requires constant and enduring care.  It 
frequently requires chastening and pruning, actions painful at the time but ultimately accepted as a blessing 
and perhaps the only means of preservation.  As it is with the dedicated gardener, so it is with the Lord—
his mercies and tender regard will simply not allow him to let his chosen people go: he pleads with his 
people Israel to cleave unto him as he cleaves unto them.  (Jacob 6:5.) 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 1:, p.69 
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1 Nephi 10:14 
 It takes prophets to understand prophets, revelation to understand revelation.  Here we have the finest 
definition in the Book of Mormon of the word graft, particularly as that word is used in the allegory of the 
olive tree.  For branches or groups of Israelites to be grafted into the natural tree is for them to become true 
Israel, true covenant people through making sacred promises with him who is the mediator of the new and 
everlasting covenant.  Identity with the King of Israel is far more critical than physical geography within the 
possessions of Israel. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 1:, p 70 
 
1 Nephi 10:17 
Why would people want to “know of these things” for themselves? 
 You will then know for yourselves and not for another.  You will not then be dependent on man for the 
knowledge of God. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings, 11 
 
1 Nephi 10:18 
Why is it important to know that God “is the same yesterday, today, and forever”? 
 An acquaintance with these attributes in the divine character, is essentially necessary, in order that the 
faith of any rational being can center in him for life and salvation…so that in this respect their faith can be 
without wavering. 
Joseph Smith, Lectures on Faith, 3:19 
 
1 Nephi 10:19 
 The term mysteries of God as used in the Book of Mormon denotes the saving principles of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  They are termed mysteries because they are unavailable to the natural man, not because 
they are mysterious or difficult to understand.  They must be revealed from God through faith and 
obedience.  They are designed to lead God’s children to eternal life.  “A mystery is a truth that cannot be 
known except through divine revelation—a sacred secret.” 
Hyrum M. Smith and Janne M. Sjodahl, The Doctrine and Covenants Commentary, p. 141 
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