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2 Nephi 9 
 In regards to the Atonement of Jesus Christ, the Bible tells us what happened and the Book of Mormon tells us 
why and how it happened. 
 
 Joseph Smith was asked:  “What are the fundamental principles of your religion?”  He answered:  “The 
fundamental principles of our religion are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus Christ, that 
He died, was buried, and rose again the third day, and ascended into heaven; and all other things which pertain to 
our religion are only appendages to it.” 
 
 I think there is no place where we have a finer discussion of the plan of the Atonement than in the writings of 
Jacob, as found in the Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi, the 9th chapter.  I therefore call it to your attention and urge you to 
read carefully again and again that precious explanation… 
Harold B. Lee 
 
 One of the most enlightening discourses ever delivered in regard to the atonement is found in the ninth chapter 
of II Nephi in the Book of Mormon.  It is the counsel given by Jacob, the brother of Nephi.  It should be carefully read 
by every person seeking salvation.  We have been taught that the greatest gift of God is eternal life, and eternal life 
comes through obedience to all the commandments and covenants to man by our Heavenly Father. 
 There is an overwhelming lack of understanding in the world in relation to these principles of salvation and 
exaltation given to prepare mankind for a place in the kingdom of God, and this lack causes many to stumble.  There 
is no excuse on the part of members of the church for they have received the necessary revelation directly from the 
heavens in this Dispensation of the Fulness of Times.  The great mission of the son of God has been revealed in the 
Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants more clearly than any other place.  Many passages that have been 
misunderstood, and therefore mistranslated in the Bible, are clarified in these sacred volumes. 
Answers to Gospel Questions, compl. Joseph Fielding Smith Jr., 5 vols. (1957-66) 4:57-58 
 
Major Points of Jacob’s Sermon 

1. 2 Nephi 9:3-9 Why the Atonement was needed 
2. 2 Nephi 9:10-19 What the Atonement did 
3. 2 Nephi 9:20-22 How the Atonement was made 
4. 2 Nephi 9:23-26 How to get the effects of the Atonement 
5. 2 Nephi 9:27-39 What prevents the effects of the Atonement 
6. 2 Nephi 9:40-49 Why the Atonement must be taught 
7. 2 Nephi 9:50-51 The Atonement is a free gift 
8. 2 Nephi 9:52-54 Remember words of God and give thanks 

Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote This Record, Chapt. 10 
 
2 Nephi 9:1-2 
 Stakes were organized first in the United States in the more concentrated areas, but the Lord made known that 
other places should be appointed for stakes in the regions round about.  Then he indicated that when the time comes 
that there is no more room for them in the more settled areas, that stakes shall be organized in overseas areas…. 
 Migration to America is not necessary any longer.  There are temples available to most of the people.  The 
Church leaders from the headquarters of the Church are visiting the various countries.  The area conferences, such 
as this one, are being held periodically in the populous areas of the Church. (CR, Stockholm Sweden Area 
Conference, 1974, pp. 5-6.) 
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 Elder Bruce R. McConkie put it this way:  “The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place 
of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; 
and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth.  Japan is for the Japanese; Korea is for the 
Koreans; Australia is for the Australians; every nation is the gathering place for its own people.” (Cited in Harold B. 
Lee, “Strengthen the Stakes of Zion,” Ensign, July, 1973, p. 5) 
Spencer W. Kimball 
 
2 Nephi 9:4 
Confirms a physical resurrection.   
Moses 5:10 
 10 And in that day Adam blessed God and was filled, and began to prophesy concerning all the families of the 
earth, saying: Blessed be the name of God, for because of my transgression my eyes are opened, and in this life I 
shall have joy, and again in the flesh I shall see God. 

D&C 88:15-16 
 15 And the spirit and the body are the soul of man. 
 16 And the resurrection from the dead is the redemption of the soul. 
 
2 Nephi 9:6 
 Death is just as important in the welfare of man as is birth.  There is no greater blessing that can come than the 
blessing of birth.  One third of the hosts of heaven, because of rebellion, were denied that privilege, and hence they 
have no bodies of flesh and bones, that great gift of God. 
 But who would like to live forever in this mundane world, filled with pain, decay, sorrow, and tribulation, and 
grow old and infirm and yet have to remain with all the vicissitudes of mortality?  I think all of us would come to the 
conclusion, if that proposition were placed before us, that we would not like to have it.  We would reject it.  We would 
not want life of that nature.  Life here in this world is short of necessity, and yet all that is required may be 
accomplished, but death is just as important in the plan of salvation as birth is.  We have to die—it is essential—and 
death comes into the world “to fulfil the merciful plan of the great Creator.” 
Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:116 
 
 I never speak of the part Eve took in this fall as a sin, nor do I accuse Adam of a sin….This was a transgression 
of the law, but not a sin. 
Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:114, 115 
 
Transgression of Adam 
 It is proper and according to the scriptural pattern to speak of the transgression of Adam, but not the sin of 
Adam.  Lehi says, for instance, “If Adam had not transgressed he would not have fallen.”  Then he explains that while 
in their state of innocence in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve “knew no sin.” (2 Ne. 2:22-23.)  Knowledge of good 
and evil is an essential element in the commission of sin, and our first parents did not have this knowledge until after 
they had partaken of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 804 
 
Fall of Adam & Eve 
 Thus we see why the Lord gave two conflicting commandments-one to become mortal and have children, the 
other to not eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil out of which mortality and children and death would result. 
The issue is one of choosing between opposites. Adam must choose to become mortal so he could have children, on 
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the one hand; on the other hand, he must choose to remain forever in the garden in a state of innocence. He chose 
to partake of the forbidden fruit so that the purposes of God might be accomplished by providing a probationary 
estate for his spirit children. Adam must needs fall so that he would know good from evil, virtue from vice, 
righteousness from wickedness. He could not have done this without breaking a law and becoming subject to sin. He 
chose the Lord's way; there was no other way whereby salvation might come unto the children of men.    
Bruce R. McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, p.91 
 
2 Nephi 9:7 

1. It is timeless—applies past, present, future—no end 
2. It conquers the most universal reality—death 
3. It applies to all the worlds created by Christ (D&C 765:24, 40-42 
4. Christ is an infinite being (Alma 34:11-12, 14 
5. Christ suffering immense and immeasurable 

 
2 Nephi 9:7-9 
 When the prophets speak of an infinite atonement, they mean just that.  Its effects cover all men, the earth itself 
and all forms of life thereon, and reach out into the endless expanses of eternity….Now our Lord’s jurisdiction and 
power extend far beyond the limits of this one small earth on which we dwell.  He is, under the Father, the Creator of 
worlds without number (Moses 1:33).  And through the power of his atonement the inhabitants of these worlds, the 
revelation says, ‘are begotten sons and daughters unto God” (D&C 76:24), which means that the atonement of 
Christ, being literally and truly infinite, applies to an infinite number of earths. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pp. 64-65 
 
 His Atonement is infinite—without an end.  It was also infinite in that all humankind would be saved from never-
ending death (see 2 Ne. 9:7; 25:16; Alma 34:10, 12, 14).  It was infinite in terms of His immense suffering.  It was 
infinite in time, putting an end to the preceding prototype of animal sacrifice.  It was infinite in scope—it was to be 
done once for all (see Heb. 10:10).  And the mercy of the atonement extends not only to an infinite number of people, 
but also to an infinite number of worlds created by Him (see D&C 76:24; Moses 1:33).  It was infinite beyond any 
human scale of measurement or mortal comprehension.  Jesus was the only one who could offer such an infinite 
atonement, since He was born of a mortal mother and an immortal Father.  Because of that unique birthright, Jesus 
was an infinite Being. 
Russell M. Nelson, Ensign, Nov. 1996, p. 35 
 
 [Speaking of Christ’s Infinite Atonement] Yet, to help us begin to grasp with our finite, mortal minds the 
enormous price required, consider a few rough indicators of how much sin there is in our world.  If you look at the 
United States alone, there are now more than fifty murders committed every day (that’s nearly nineteen thousand per 
year).  There are more than twenty-one thousand thefts reported every day, and more than fifty-five hundred reported 
cases of child neglect and abuse….Think of how many times on a single day adultery or some other violation of the 
law of chastity is committed somewhere in the world.  How many cases of incest, child abuse, pornography, burglary, 
robbery?  How many times in any one day is the name of God taken in vain?  How many times are sacred things 
profaned?  Then multiply these over the span of human history.  And that takes into consideration only our world.  
We know that the Atonement extended to other worlds as well. 
Gerald Lund, Doctrines of the Book of Mormon, 1991 Sperry Symposium, p. 86 
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 The Atonement needed to be two-fold—a payment for the fall of Adam and also for our individual sins.  It had to 
be made by someone not dominated by the Fall the way the rest of mankind is, and also by one who had not 
committed any sins.  Therefore, the plan of salvation called for a god to do it—one who had no inherited either of the 
two deaths through Adam.  Only in this way could one person’s suffering apply to forgiveness and payment for 
another’s sins, and thus become a savior to him. 
 How could a god come to the earth to suffer and die?  Celestial gods neither suffer nor die.  This is at least a 
major reason why Jesus came into the world as a child, the Only Begotten of the Father in the flesh, born of Mary 
who conceived him by the direct intervention of God the Father.  Jesus inherited life from his Father just as the rest of 
us inherit death from our fathers.  He was able to die because he had a mortal mother, but he was not dominated by 
death.  Jesus voluntarily laid down his life—died both a physical and a spiritual death—for others…. 
 An infinite atonement is an atonement by an infinite being—a god! 
 Since Jesus had not inherited spiritual death from Adam, and since he committed no sins himself, he was 
spiritually alive, experiencing no alienation from God, until he took upon himself our sins.  He suffered spiritual agony 
and spiritual death in the Garden of Gethsemane, and shed his blood, which dropped like sweat, on our behalf.  Later 
he suffered physical death on the cross in our behalf.  By suffering these two deaths, he paid the debt legally and 
completely.  He atoned for Adam’s transgressions unconditionally for all men; and he atoned for our sins on 
conditions of our repentance. 
Robert J. Matthews, “The Atonement of Jesus Christ: 2 Nephi 9.” Studies in Scripture, Vol 2, p. 188-189 
 
2 Nephi 9:7-10 
 Jacob very clearly explains what would have happened to us if there had been no atoning sacrifice to bring 
about redemption from sin and resurrection from death.  Because all men sin in this life (see Romans 3:23) and 
because no unclean thing can dwell in the presence of God (see Moses 6:57) when a person died his spirit would 
thus be in a state of uncleanness forever.  This would put him under the power and dominion of Satan.  As Jacob 
says, “Our spirits must have become like unto him.” (2 Nephi 9:9.)  Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said: 
 “The fall brought death.  That is not a desirable condition.  We do not want to be banished from the presence of 
God.  We do not want to be subject forever to mortal conditions.  We do not want to die and have our bodies turn to 
dust, and the spirits that possess these bodies by right, turned over to the realm of Satan and become subject to him. 
 But that was the condition; and if Christ had not come as the atoning sacrifice, in demand of the law of justice, to 
repair or to atone or to redeem us from the condition that Adam found himself in, and that we find ourselves in; then 
mortal death would have come; the body would have gone back to the dust from where it came; the spirit would have 
gone into the realms of Satan’s domain, and have been subject to him forever.” Doctrines of Salvation, 1:122.) 
 No wonder the thought of the alternative had there been no Atonement caused Jacob to exclaim, “O how great 
the goodness of our God, who prepareth a way for our escape from the grasp of this awful monster” (vs. 10). 
BYU Book of Mormon Student Manual, p. 74-75 
 
2 Nephi 9:8 
 Why would it be that one would remain forever subject to Satan in the spirit world if there had been no 
resurrection?  Would this also be true of a good man, one who had lived a life of morality and decency?  Jacob’s 
testimony was firm and his doctrine sound: had Christ not risen from the dead, we would all spend eternity in hell and 
eventually become servants of the father of lies. 
 The Resurrection was the physical proof of our Lord’s divine Sonship, the outward evidence that he was all he 
and his anointed servants said he was—the Messiah.  If Jesus did not have the power to rise from the tomb—power 
to save the body—he did not have power to save the soul, the power to forgive sins”  
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:240 
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2 Nephi 9:9 
 Without the Atonement, being subject to the devil and his angels would have eventually worn all men down, and 
they would have become like him (v. 9).  We cannot associate with evil and not be affected.  The Fall left us to 
become like Satan, but the Atonement allows us to attain salvation and become like God. 
 Satan has the power to transform himself “nigh unto an angel of light,” but not into an angel of light.  Those who 
have seen angels of light should not be deceived.  Moses had seen God when God’s glory came upon him, but after, 
when Satan appeared to Moses, he asked “where is thy glory”…I can look upon thee in the natural man” (Moses 
1:13-14).  Since most have not had this experience, the devil is able to deceive them.  Through such deception, 
Satan induces man to form “secret combinations, or murder and all manner of secret works of darkness” (v. 9). 
Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote This Record, p. 494-495 
 
2 Nephi 9:10-12 
Two Deaths 
 Death entered the world by mean s of Adam’s fall—death of two kinds, temporal and spiritual.  Temporal death 
passes upon all men when they depart this mortal life….Spiritual death passes upon all men when they become 
accountable for their sins….They die spiritually;…they are cast out of the presence of God. 
Bruce R. McConkie, Promised Messiah, 349-50 
 
2 Nephi 9:13 
Plan 
 No less than fifteen times, the Book of Mormon uses the word plan in connection with the plan of salvation or its 
components.  The very use of the word plan is itself striking.  In bringing back this particular “plain and precious” 
truth—namely, God not only lives but does have a plan for mankind—the Book of Mormon is unusually relevant for 
our age and time.  Phrases about God’s planning from the “foundation of the world” appear not at all in the Old 
Testament…. 
Neal A. Maxwell, First Nephi, The Doctrinal Foundation, BYU Religious Studies Center, p. 5 
 
2 Nephi 9:13-14 
What makes a resurrected body “incorruptible, and immortal”? 
 Concerning the resurrection, I will merely say that all men will come from the grave…all will be raised by the 
power of God, having spirit in their bodies, and not blood. 
Joseph Smith, Teachings, 199-200 
 
When will our “knowledge…be perfect”? 
 Eventually a man will…understand all truth.  Things are taught in a fragmentary way now, but we will know them 
in full…after the resurrection. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, in Conference Report, April 1928, 66 
 
 President Joseph Fielding Smith said, “In reality a man cannot forget anything.  He may have a lapse of 
memory; he may not be able to recall at the moment a thing that he knows or words that he has spoken; he may not 
have the power at his will to call up these events and words; but let God Almighty touch the mainspring of the 
memory and awaken recollection, and you will find then that you have not forgotten a single idle word which you have 
spoken!” 
Latter-day Prophets Speak, 56 
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2 Nephi 9:16 
 The resurrection does not cleanse people, the Atonement does.  They will be quickened (resurrected) by a 
portion of the glory that they have prepared themselves to receive (see D&C 88:15-32).  If they have not made the 
Atonement efficacious to their lives, it will have no effect.  The filthy will remain filthy. 
Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote This Record, p. 497-498 
 
 In speaking of the “lake of fire and brimstone” associated with the state of mind of one in hell, Joseph Smith 
taught: “A man is his own tormenter and his own condemner.  Hence the saying, They shall go into the lake that 
burns with fire and brimstone.  The torment of disappointment in the mind of man is as exquisite as a lake burning 
with fire and brimstone.  I say, so is the torment of man.” 
Teachings, p. 357 
 
2 Nephi 9:18 
They who have endured the crosses of the world 
 Taking up the crosses of gospel discipleship is associated with forsaking the ways of the world and centering 
one’s life in Christ.  “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me.  And now for a man to take up his cross, is to deny himself all ungodliness, and every 
worldly lust, and keep my commandments” (JST, Matthew 16:25-26; cf. 3 Nephi 12:30).  In addition, those who have 
“endured the crosses of the world, and despised the shame of it” are those who have learned to ignore the jeerings of 
doubters and whose eyes—single to the glory of God—never stray from the course charted by their Captain.  They 
care precious little for the acclaims of those who worship the world, and they seek only that life which is sanctifying 
and that praise which is heaven sent.  Like Lehi, these disciples have partaken of the fruit of the tree of life, are 
aware of the scoffings and enticements of those in the great and spacious building, but have heeded them not (see 1 
Nephi 8:33). 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 246 
 
2 Nephi 9:13, 17, 19-21 
Song of Praise 
 O how great the plan of our God! (v. 13) 
 O the greatness and the justice of our God! (v. 17) 
 O the greatness of the mercy of our God, the Holy One of Israel!  For he delivereth his saints from that awful 
monster the devil, and death, and hell, and that lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless torment. 
 O how great the holiness of our God!  For he knoweth all things, and there is not anything save he knows it. 
 And he cometh into the world that he may save all men if they will hearken unto his voice; for behold, he 
suffereth the pains of all men, yea, the pains of every living creature, both men, women, and children, who belong to 
the family of Adam (vv. 19-21). 
 
2 Nephi 9:20 
 The great Jehovah contemplated the whole of the events connected with the earth, pertaining to the plan of 
salvation, before it rolled into existence, or ever “the morning stars sang together” for joy; the past, the present, and 
the future were and are, with Him, one eternal “now;” He knew of the fall of Adam, the iniquities of the antediluvians, 
of the depth of iniquity that would be connected with the human family, their weakness and strength, their power and 
glory, apostasies, their crimes, their righteousness and iniquity; He comprehended the fall of man, and his 
redemption; He knew the plan of salvation and pointed it out; He was acquainted with the situation of all nations and 
with their destiny; He ordered all things according to the council of His won will; He knows the situation of both the 
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living and the dead, and has made ample provision for their redemption, according to their several circumstances, 
and the laws of the kingdom of God, whether in this world, or the world to come. [TPJS, 220] 
 By a little reflection it will be seen that the idea of the existence of these attributes in the Deity is necessary to 
enable any rational being to exercise faith in him; for without the idea of the existence of these attributes in the Deity 
men could not exercise faith in him for life and salvation; seeing that without the knowledge of all things, God would 
not be able to save any portion of his creatures; for it is by reason of the knowledge which he has of all things, from 
the beginning to the end, that enables him to give the understanding to his creatures by which they are partakers of 
eternal life; and if it were not for the idea existing in the minds of men that god had all knowledge it would be 
impossible for them to exercise faith in him. [Lectures on Faith, 4:11] 
Joseph Smith 
 
2 Nephi 9:21 
Atonement paid for all men’s sins 
 In a manner to us incomprehensible and inexplicable, he [Christ] bore the weight of the sins of the whole world; 
not only of Adam, but of his posterity…. 
 …We are told that without shedding of blood is no remission of sins.  This is beyond our comprehension.  Jesus 
had to take away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, the just for the unjust, but, previous to this grand sacrifice, these 
animals had to have their blood shed as types, Until the great antitype should offer up Himself once for all.  And as 
He in His own person bore the sins of all and atoned for them by the sacrifice of Himself, so there came upon Him 
the weight and agony of ages and generations, the indescribable agony consequent upon this great sacrificial 
atonement wherein He bore the sins of the world, and suffered in His own person the consequences of an eternal law 
of God broken by man.  Hence His profound grief, His indescribable anguish, His overpowering torture, all 
experienced in the submission to the eternal fiat of Jehovah and the requirements of an inexorable law. 
John Taylor, Mediation and Atonement, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, pp. 148-50 
 
 And this provision [the atonement] applies not only to the living, but also to the dead, so that all men who have 
existed in all ages, who do exist now, or who will exist while the earth shall stand, may be placed upon the same 
footing, and that all men may have the privilege, living or dead, of accepting the conditions of the great plan of 
redemption provided by the Father, through the Son, before the world was; and that the justice and mercy of God 
may be applied to every being, living or dead, that ever has existed, that does now exist, or that ever will exist. 
John Taylor, Mediation and Atonement, p. 181 
 
 Christ’s agony in the garden (of Gethsemane) is unfathomable by the finite mind, both as to intensity and cause.  
The thought that he suffered through fear of death is untenable.  Death to him was preliminary to resurrection and 
triumphal return to the Father from whom He had come, and to a state of glory even beyond what he had possessed 
before; and, moreover, it was within his power to lay down his life voluntarily.  He struggled and groaned under a 
burden such as no other being who has lived on earth might even conceive as possible.  It was not physical pain, nor 
mental anguish alone, that caused him to suffer such torture as to produce an extrusion of blood from every pore; but 
a spiritual agony of soul such as only God was capable of suffering.  No other man, however great his powers of 
physical or mental endurance, could have suffered so; foe his human organism would have succumbed, and syncope 
would have produced unconsciousness and welcome oblivion.  
James E. Talmage, Jesus the Christ, 1959, 613 
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 Can we, even in the depths of disease, tell Him anything at all about suffering?  In ways we cannot comprehend, 
our sicknesses and infirmities were borne by Him even before they were borne by us.  The very weight of our 
combined sins caused Him to descend below all.  We have never been, nor will we be, in depths such as He has 
known.  Thus His atonement made perfect His empathy and His mercy and His capacity to succor us, for which we 
can be everlastingly grateful as He tutors us in our trials.  There was no ram in the thicket at Calvary to spare Him, 
this Friend of Abraham and Isaac. 
Neal A. Maxwell, As I Am, pp. 116-17 
 
 Christ’s sacrifice is fully effective only for the repentant.  He suffered and died for us, yet if we do not repent, all 
his anguish and pain on our account are futile. 
Spencer W. Kimball, Teachings, 70.  See also D&C 19:16-19. 
 
The Atonement Automatically Covers Original Sin 
 One of the paramount doctrines that has persisted for centuries in much of Christendom is what is popularly 
called “original sin.”  This is the concept that since Adam’s fall brought death and alienation to all of the human family, 
little children are born in sin, or under the penalty of sin, and are out of favor with God.  Therefore, should they die in 
their infancy without baptism, they would be forever shut out from the presence and face of God.  This belief stems 
from an awareness of the effects of the Fall, but not an awareness of the results of the Atonement.  It is indeed the 
devil’s doctrine, because it recognizes the Fall and death and sin, but fails to recognize the work of the Savior in 
redeeming little children from the Fall.  As we have learned from Jacob, the doctrine of original sin would be partly 
true if there were no atonement by Jesus Christ, and would apply not only to children, but to the whole human family.  
But there is an atonement and it does redeem little children.  To hold that little children are born in sin is a denial of 
the atonement of Christ…. 
 It was because of this mistaken view of original sin, holding that little children are born in sin, that the doctrine of 
the “immaculate conception” was developed in Catholic theology.  This doctrine is not, as many have supposed, a 
reference to Jesus’ own conception, but is the belief that Mary, mother of Jesus, was herself conceived miraculously 
in her mother’s womb, so that she (Mary) would be born without original sin, and thus could be free to conceive the 
holy child Jesus.  One false concept led to another, and another, and another. 
 There is nothing in our present Bible that clearly and unequivocally explains just how the fall of Adam applies to 
children, and whether every person actually sinned in Adam, or only suffers the consequences of Adam’s fall.  Nor is 
there any statement that clearly defines how the Atonement specifically relates to children.  There is just such a 
statement, however, in the book of Moses, which was revealed as part of the Prophet Joseph Smith’s translation of 
the Bible. 
 In this circumstance the prophet Enoch is teaching his people about Adam, and how death and sin came into 
the world. Enoch reminds his hearers that the plan of salvation was taught to Adam. This is Enoch speaking:      

 And he [God] called upon our father Adam by his own voice, saying: I am God; I made the world, and men before they were in the 
flesh.      
 And he also said unto him: If thou wilt turn unto me, and hearken unto my voice, and believe, and repent of all thy transgressions, 
and be baptized, even in water, in the name of mine Only Begotten Son . . . ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.      
 And our father Adam spake unto the Lord, and said: Why is it that men must repent and be baptized in water? And the Lord said 
unto Adam: Behold I have forgiven thee thy transgression in the Garden of Eden.      
 Hence came the saying abroad among the people, that the Son of God hath atoned for original guilt, wherein the sins of the parents 
cannot be answered upon the heads of the children, for they are whole from the foundation of the world (Moses 6:51-54; JST Gen. 6:52-
56).      

 Please note two important details of this passage. First, Adam was told to repent of all his transgressions 
(plural-more than one). In no other place in the scriptures is there any reference to Adam having more than the 
original transgression in the Garden of Eden. This is a unique passage. The intent is clear: Adam must repent of any 
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transgressions that he committed after he became mortal, but he was automatically forgiven of his transgression in 
the Garden-the transgression that caused the fall of mankind. This very clear distinction between the two categories 
is unequaled by any other passage of scripture. Second, the point is also made that "the Son of God hath atoned for 
original guilt, wherein the sin of the parents cannot be answered upon the heads of the children, for they are whole 
from the foundation of the world."      
Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., Second Nephi: The Doctrinal Structure, p.185-186 
 
2 Nephi 9:23-24 
 The fourth major point made by Jacob was how to get the benefit of the Atonement in our lives.  There are two 
basic things required for the Atonement to be effective in our lives: (1) we must repent and be baptized (by a legal 
administrator), and (2) we must have perfect faith in the Holy One of Israel (v. 23).  To have perfect faith is to accept 
that Christ does know all of our sins and did vicariously suffer for them.  Without such faith, we have not fully 
accepted Jesus as our Redeemer and will be damned.  To be damned is to have our progression stopped.  We will 
not have place in the Celestial kingdom of God (v. 24), but will be given a degree of glory for which we are prepared. 
Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote This Record, p. 499 
 
2 Nephi 9:25-26 
Who are those with “no law” that will be delivered? 
 When no moral law applies (as with little children, the mentally impaired, those ignorant of the gospel until they 
are taught it, and so forth), the power of the Atonement “satisfieth the demands of…justice.” 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant, 68 
 

1. Little children (D&C 137:10; JST Gen. 17:11 (p. 798); D&C 68:25) 
2. Mentally impaired (Moroni 8:22; D&C 29:46-50) 
3. Those who were never taught the law (see below) 

 
 Our God is just and merciful.  When we are given a law—whenever opportunities for obedience are made 
available—the Almighty expects us to be true to those divine directives.  When, however, adequate opportunities for 
understanding are not available to us through circumstances beyond our control, God will hold us guiltless in regard 
to that law until a time when compliance is possible.  The law of justification thus demands that all who are saved in 
the celestial kingdom must have conformed to the laws requisite for entrance into that kingdom.  None will so attain 
under false pretense.  “For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was appointed for that 
blessing, and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the world” (D&C 132:5).  The 
law of justification also assures that no person in all eternity will be punished for disobedience to a law of which he or 
she was ignorant.  No child of God will be eternally disadvantaged for noncompliance with a principle or for 
nonobservance of an ordinance of which he or she had no knowledge.  In short, there is not a soul who will be 
deprived of the opportunity for all of the blessings of exaltation because the fullness of gospel law was not to be had 
during his mortal sojourn. 
 Joseph Smith learned by revelation, for example, that “all who have died without a knowledge of this gospel, 
who would have received it if they had been permitted to tarry, shall be heirs of the celestial kingdom of God; also all 
that shall die henceforth without a knowledge of it, who would have received it with all their hearts, shall be heirs of 
that kingdom.”  And ten the Lord explained the basis of this principle, the foundation stone upon which the law of 
justification rests, the very essence of the reason why the Latter-day Saints devote themselves unceasingly to a labor 
in behalf o their dead: “For I, the Lord, will judge all men according to their works, according to the desire of their 
hearts.” (D&C 137:7-9.)  In Alma’s words, “it is requisite with the justice of God that men should be judged according 
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to their works; and if their works were good in this life, and the desires of their hearts were good, that they should 
also, at the last day, be restored unto that which is good” (Alma 41:3). 
 
2 Nephi 9:25-27 
Law of Justification 
 Justice is that part of Father in Heaven’s plan of happiness that maintains order.  It is like gravity to a rock 
climber, ever present.  It is a friend if eternal laws are observed.  It responds to your detriment if they are ignored.  
Justice guarantees that you will receive the blessings you earn for obeying the laws of God.  Justice also requires 
that every broken law be satisfied.  When you obey the laws of God, you are blessed, but there is no additional credit 
earned that can be saved to satisfy the laws that you break.  If not resolved, broken laws can cause your life to be 
miserable and would keep you from returning to God.  Only the life, teachings, and particularly the Atonement of 
Jesus Christ can release you from this otherwise impossible predicament. 
 The demands of justice for broken law can be satisfied through mercy, earned by your continual repentance and 
obedience to the laws of God.  Such repentance and obedience are absolutely essential for the Atonement to work 
its complete miracle in your life.  The Redeemer can settle your individual account with justice and grant forgiveness 
through the merciful path of your repentance.  Through the Atonement you can live in a world where justice assures 
that you will retain what you earn by obedience.  Through His mercy you can resolve the consequences of broken 
laws. 
 The Atonement was a selfless act of infinite, eternal consequence, arduously earned alone, by the Son of God.  
Through it the Savior broke the bonds of death.  It justifies our finally being judged by the Redeemer.  It can prevent 
an eternity under the dominion of Satan.  It opens the gates to exaltation for all who qualify for forgiveness through 
repentance and obedience. 
Richard G. Scott, “The Atonement Can Secure Your Peace and Happiness,” Ensign, Nov 2006, p. 42 
 
2 Nephi 9:28-29 
Learning—good or foolish 
 You should not be hesitant to pursue knowledge….Study to your heart’s content any worthy field of inquiry, just 
remember that all knowledge is not equal in value. 
Boyd K. Packer, in Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate Jr., eds., Jacob through Words of Mormon, 10 
 
 You are moving into the most competitive age the world has ever known.  All around you is competition.  You 
need all the education you can get.  Sacrifice a car; sacrifice anything that is needed to be sacrificed to qualify 
yourselves to do the work of the world.  That world will in large measure pay you what it thinks you are worth, and 
your worth will increase as you gain education and proficiency in your chosen field. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, “A Prophet’s Counsel and Prayer for Youth,” Ensign, January 2001, p. 2  
 
 A university education, I believe, would be desirable for every intelligent man and woman….A little learning is a 
dangerous thing, and too many men and too many women who have become experts in a tiny field of learning think 
that because they are trained in that field of learning, they are experts in all fields of learning.  Many men who are 
well-trained in one limited field feel that this equally qualifies them to express learned opinions in the field of faith and 
religion….Now, brothers and sisters, in our Church in this day and age, when education is becoming more and more 
popular and more and more necessary, there is grave danger of intellectual apostasy… (2 Nephi 9:28-29).  What 
causes intellectual apostasy?...Principally out of vanity and pride.  They want to impress others 2with their learning.  
To put it indelicately, it is the problem of the swelled head, because that is exactly what the Prophet said [2 Nephi 
9:42]. 
Theodore M. Burton, Conference Report, Apr. 1961, pp. 128-129 
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 There is almost a universal tendency for men and women who are specialists in an academic discipline to judge 
the Church against the principles of their profession.  There is a great need in my mind for us, as students and as 
teachers, to consciously and continually subjugate this tendency and relegate our professional training to a position 
secondary to the principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  In other words, rather than to judge the Church and its 
program against the principles of our profession, we would do well to set the Church and its accepted program as the 
rule, then judge our academic training against this rule. 
Boyd K. Packer, BYU Speeches of the Year, 1969, p. 6 
 
 If there is any one group in the Church for whom I feel sorriest, it is those who brand themselves as intellectuals.  
I believe that class of people can go to apostasy along a broader road and through a wider gate than any other 
group….And so this Church, which believed at the very outset that the glory of God is intelligence and has done more 
to encourage its membership to become intellectual than any other church upon the face of the earth, in any era, 
does not look upon intellect as its God.  That is what these intellectual apostates do, and they are not sufficiently 
intelligent to know when they have apostatized….I want to tell you that I think the humblest elder in the Church who 
knows what he knows and has the courage and the conviction to testify to the world what he knows is just as 
intellectual as a man can be.  Under the inspiration of the spirit of the Lord, that man’s mind will develop, it will teach 
its maximum capacity, and he will accomplish more in mortality than the man without the Holy Spirit who strives, 
along man-made lines, to accomplish a mortal goal….Any man who does not have the courage of his convictions, 
who is willing to the slightest degree to compromise[his testimony] with anyone, anywhere, and under any 
circumstance in this world is, to that extent, unworthy of the priesthood he holds. 
Henry D. Moyle, Address to Seminary and Institute instructors, BYU, June 27, 1962 
 
 Increasingly the Latter-day Saints must choose between the reasoning of men and the revelations of God.  This 
is a crucial choice, for we have those within the Church today who, with their worldly wisdom, are leading some of our 
members astray.  President J. Reuben Clark, Jr., warned that the “ravening wolves amongst us [are] from our own 
membership and they, more than any others, are clothed in sheep’s clothing, because they wear the habiliments of 
the Priesthood….We should be careful of them.” 
Ezra Taft Benson, Conference Report, Oct. 1967, p. 34 
 
 President Joseph F. Smith explained:  Among the Latter-day Saints, the preaching of false doctrines disguised 
as truths of the gospel, may be expected from people of two classes, and practically from these only; they are: 
 First—The hopelessly ignorant, whose lack of intelligence is due to their indolence and sloth, who make but 
feeble effort, if indeed any at all, to better themselves by reading and study; those who are afflicted with a dread 
disease that may develop into an incurable malady—laziness. 
 Second—The proud and self-vaunting ones, who read by the lamp of their own conceit; who interpret by rules of 
their own contriving; who have become a law unto themselves, and so pose as the sole judges of their own doings. 
More dangerously ignorant than the first. 
 
 But there is an even more marked, pronounced, and significant difference between various types or levels of 
truth than simply their relative importance. There is a difference as to how truths are comprehended by the mind of 
man. Most truths that we deal with in mortality are perceived through our natural senses, but there are certain truths 
necessary to the redemption of one's soul that are perceived only by revelation through the Holy Ghost. These truths 
are not perceived by intellectual activity alone but are spiritually discerned. They are, in the language of the Lord, 
"hidden treasures" of knowledge (D&C 89:19).  Or as Paul said, "If our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost," 
that is, hidden to those without the Spirit (2 Cor. 4:3).     
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 And again in the words of Paul, speaking of spiritual truths:    
 "God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. . . . Even so, the things 
of God knoweth no man, except he has the Spirit of God. . . .    
 "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned" (JST, 1 Cor. 2:10-11,   14).     

 Note that Paul does not say that the natural man simply does not know the things of God, he says the natural 
man cannot know them. The things of the Spirit are just as real as are the things of the earth, but they are in a 
different sphere, and fallen man's ability to perceive and understand them is so limited that only by the inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost can he perceive them.    
 …In short, based on the scriptures we see at least five distinctions between what we call natural (or secular) 
truth and spiritual truth: (1) Spiritual truth is indispensably essential for the redemption of the soul; secular truth is an 
aid, not a necessity; (2) Spiritual truth is perceived only by  revelation  through the Holy Ghost, spirit to spirit, whereas 
natural truth is learned through the five senses; (3) Spiritual truth is revealed only to those who seek to obey the 
commandments of God, whereas secular truth can be gained without regard to moral status; (4) Spiritual truth does 
not consist of fact alone but is accompanied by light, whereas secular truth might lack such light; and (5) Spiritual 
truth is ultimately more important than any other truth.    
Robert J. Matthews, Selected Writings of Robert J. Matthews: Gospel Scholars Series, p.603-604 
 
2 Nephi 9:30-38 

Scripture The Warning The Punishment 
Verse 30; 1 Timothy 6:10 The rich who “despise the poor” They shall perish 
Verse 31 The deaf that “will not hear” They shall perish 
Verse 32 The blind that “will not see” They shall perish 
Verse 33 Those who refuse to covenant with 

God 
A “knowledge of their iniquities shall 
smite them at the last day” 

Verse 34; Proverbs 6:16-19 The liar He shall be “thrust down to hell” 
Verse 35; D&C 42:79 The murderer He shall die 
Verse 36; Alma 39:5 People guilty of immorality Shall be “thrust down to hell” 
Verse 37 Those who “worship idols” Devil delights in them 
Verse 38; Alma 34:32-34 Those who die in their sins They will return to God in their sins 
Brian D. Garner, Search These Things, p. 65 
 
2 Nephi 9:30 
 Saints must keep the covenant of consecration. The Lord has blessed us as a people with a prosperity 
unequaled in times past. The resources that have been placed in our power are good, and necessary to our work 
here on the earth. But I am afraid that many of us have been surfeited with flocks and herds and acres and barns and 
wealth and have begun to worship them as false gods, and they have power over us. Do we have more of these 
good things than our faith can stand? Many people spend most of their time working in the service of a self-image 
that includes sufficient money, stocks, bonds, investment portfolios, property, credit cards, furnishings, automobiles, 
and the like to guarantee carnal security throughout, it is hoped, a long and happy life. Forgotten is the fact that our 
assignment is to use these many resources in our families and quorums to build up the kingdom of God-to further the 
missionary effort and the genealogical and temple work; to raise our children up as fruitful servants unto the Lord; to 
bless others in every way, that they may also be fruitful. Instead, we expend these blessings on our own desires, and 
as Moroni said, "Ye adorn yourselves with that which hath no life, and yet suffer the hungry, and the needy, and the 
naked, and the sick and the afflicted to pass by you, and notice them not." (Mormon 8:39.)      
Spencer W. Kimball, The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, edited by Edward L. Kimball, p.357 
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2 Nephi 9:31-32 
Deaf & Blind 
D&C 1:14 
 14 And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the 
Lord, neither the voice of his servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off 
from among the people; 

Matt 13:15-16 
 15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and [their] ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; 
lest at any time they should see with [their] eyes, and hear with [their] ears, and should understand with [their] heart, 
and should be converted, and I should heal them. 
 16 But blessed [are] your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 
 
2 Nephi 9:33 
Uncircumcised of Heart 
 To be circumcised of heart is to have cut away the impediments that bring impurity.  It is to yield one’s heart to 
God, who is the source of eternal life. 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1 p. 256 
 
Mosiah 3:19 
 19 For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will be, forever and ever, 
unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the 
atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to 
submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father. 
 
2 Nephi 9:34 
Lying 
 A lie is any communication given to another with the intent to deceive. 
Marvin J. Ashton, CR, April 1982, p. 10 
 
 “In the telestial world…are they who are liars,…and adulterers” (D&C 76:98, 103). 
 “These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him; a proud look, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood, an heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 
a false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren”(Proverbs 6:16-19).  In a list of seven 
things God hates, lying is listed twice. 
 
2 Nephi 9:35 
Murderer 
1 John 5:16-17 
 16 If any man see his brother sin a sin [which is] not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. 
There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.  
 17 All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. 

D&C 42:79 
 79 And it shall come to pass, that if any persons among you shall kill they shall be delivered up and dealt with according to the laws of 
the land; for remember that he hath no forgiveness; and it shall be proved according to the laws of the land. 
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2 Nephi 9:36 
Whoredoms 
Alma 39:3-6 
 3 And this is not all, my son. Thou didst do that which was grievous unto me; for thou didst forsake the ministry, 
and did go over into the land of Siron among the borders of the Lamanites, after the harlot Isabel. 
 4 Yea, she did steal away the hearts of many; but this was no excuse for thee, my son. Thou shouldst have 
tended to the ministry wherewith thou wast entrusted. 
 5 Know ye not, my son, that these things are an abomination in the sight of the Lord; yea, most abominable 
above all sins save it be the shedding of innocent blood or denying the Holy Ghost? 
 6 For behold, if ye deny the Holy Ghost when it once has had place in you, and ye know that ye deny it, behold, 
this is a sin which is unpardonable; yea, and whosoever murdereth against the light and knowledge of God, it is not 
easy for him to obtain forgiveness; yea, I say unto you, my son, that it is not easy for him to obtain a forgiveness. 
 
2 Nephi 9:37 
Worship Idols 
 Whenever a person places his affections and desires upon anything other than the true and living God; 
whenever one’s devotion and loyalty and trust is centered in any person or object other than the Lord and his 
kingdom; whenever the acclaim and applause of men take precedence over the approval of God—then that man is 
guilty of idolatry.  Not all idols are made of wood and stone.  Some of the prominent idols of this day include 
academic degrees, letters, and titles; careers and offices; social standing, fashions, and false feelings of desire for 
fulfillment. 
Millet and McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 257 
 
 Satan, known also as Beelzebub, is the devil of all devils, the master of malevolence, the prince of perversion.  
Those guilty of idolatry have joined themselves to the congregation of devils; these are they who have made 
themselves in his image, who share in the darkness of his countenance.  They have given themselves over to the 
worship of Lucifer and his possessions; in time they seal themselves to the diabolical one (see Alma 34:35) and 
make their destruction sure (see Helaman 13:32). 
Ibid 
 
2 Nephi 9:38 
Behold His Face 
 Nothing is going to startle us more when we pass through the veil to the other side than to realize how well we 
know our Father and how familiar his face is to us. 
Ezra Taft Benson, 1974 BYU Speeches of the Year, p. 313 
 
2 Nephi 9:39 
 Each of us, with discipline and effort, has the capacity to control our thoughts….This is part of the process of 
developing spiritual, physical, and emotional maturity. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Teachings, 579.  See also insights for Mosiah 4:30 
 
 “If we think evil thoughts,” Elder Bruce R. McConkie said, “our tongues will utter unclean sayings.  If we speak 
words of wickedness, we shall end up doing the works of wickedness.  If our minds are centered on the carnality and 
evil of the world, then worldliness and unrighteousness will seem to us to be the natural way of life.  If we ponder 
things related to sex immorality in our minds, we will soon think everybody is immoral and unclean and it will break 
down the barrier between us and the world.  And so with every other unwholesome, unclean, impure, and ungodly 
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course.  And so it is that the Lord says he hates and esteems as an abomination, “an heart that deviseth wicked 
imaginations….” (Proverbs 6:18.) 
 “On the other hand, if we are pondering in our hearts the things of righteousness, we shall become righteous.  If 
virtue garnishes our thoughts unceasingly, our confidence shall wax strong in the presence of God and he in turn will 
rain down righteousness upon us.” 
Bruce R. McConkie, CR, October 1973, p. 56 
 
2 Nephi 9:41 
“The Holy One of Israel…employeth no servant there.” 
 We have the agency to make choices, but ultimately we will be accountable for each choice we make.  We may 
deceive others, but there is One we will never deceive. 
James E. Faust, Ensign, November 1996, 42 
 
 Entrance into celestial glory is granted only by our Savior, Jesus Christ.  He has “marked the path and led the 
way and every point defines,” and only those who have hearkened unto him, repented of their sins, and kept his holy 
laws may enter there. (“How Great the Wisdom and the Love,” Hymns, 68.)  I have in my heart a knowledge and an 
assurance that is real and positive and certain that this work is true.  I know just as well as I know anything in this 
world that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that Joseph Smith is his chiefest prophet and his chiefest witness for 
this dispensation. 
 At that strait gate where men must enter if they attain the celestial world, there stands a keeper of the gate who 
is the Holy One of Israel.  He employeth no servant there. 
 “…and there is none other way save it be by the gate; for he cannot be deceived, for the Lord God is his name.” 
(2 Nephi 9:41.) 
Bruce R. McConkie, in CR, Oct. 1949, pp. 79-80 
 
 Let us seek to become such true believers in Christ.  Let us make our way, righteously and resolutely, 
notwithstanding our weaknesses, to the beckoning City of God.  There, the sole and self-assigned gatekeeper is 
Jesus Christ.  He awaits us not only to certify us, but because His deep, divine desire brings Him there to welcome 
us.  If we acknowledge Him now, He will lovingly acknowledge us then. 
Neal A. Maxwell, “True Believers,” New Era, April 1994, p. 24 
He Cannot Be Deceived 
 
 We all need to know what it means to be honest.  Honesty is more than not lying.  It is truth telling, truth 
speaking, truth living, and truth loving….Honesty is a moral compass to guide us in our lives.  You young… [people] 
are under great pressure to learn the technology that is expanding and will continue to expand so rapidly.  However, 
the tremendous push to excel in secular learning sometimes tempts people to compromise that which is more 
important—their honesty and integrity.  Cheating in school is a form of self-deception.  We go to school to learn.  We 
cheat ourselves when we coast on the efforts and scholarship of someone else….In reality, we are only in 
competition with ourselves.  Others can challenge and motivate us, but we must reach down deep into our souls and 
call forth our God-given intelligence and capabilities.  We cannot do this when we depend on the efforts of someone 
else.  Honesty is a principle, and we have our moral agency to determine how we will apply this principle.  We have 
the agency to make choices, but ultimately we will be accountable for each choice we make.  We may deceive 
others, but there is One we will never deceive (2 Nephi 9:41)….No one has ever gained anything of value by 
theft….There are different shades of truth telling.  When we tell little white lies, we become progressively color-
blind….The degree to which each of us tells the whole truth and nothing but the truth depends on our conscience. 
James E. Faust, Ensign, Nov. 1996, pp. 41-43 
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 A university education, I believe, would be desirable for every intelligent man and woman in the world, but I must 
speak the same warning that Paul spoke: "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ." (Col. 2:8.) 
Now, brothers and sisters, I would like to stress this word, "rudiments," because I think this is a key to this passage. A 
rudiment means the beginning of knowledge. A little learning is a dangerous thing, and too many men and too many 
women who have become experts in a tiny field of learning think that because they are trained in that field of 
learning, they are experts in all fields of learning. Many men who are well-trained in one limited field feel that this 
equally qualifies them to express learned opinions in the field of faith and religion, although many of them have never 
done any studying nor taken a class in these subjects. So, I say that the problem is not that they know too much, but 
that they know too much of what just isn't so. Actually they know too little. They have closed their minds to anything 
except the philosophies of men. 
 Now, brothers and sisters, in our Church in this day and age, when education is becoming more and more 
popular and more and more necessary, there is grave danger of intellectual apostasy. The problem is that of a closed 
mind as I see it. Jacob taught this beautifully as we read it in the Book of Mormon. 
"O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of men! When they are 
learned they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they 
know of themselves, wherefore their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth them not. And they shall perish. 
 "But to be learned is good if they hearken unto the counsels of God." (2 Nephi 9:28-29.) 
 That we should emphasize, "To be learned is good." 
 What causes intellectual apostasy? Why do some learned men and women turn from the faith? It is not learning 
for there are hundreds of us, thousands of us, equally well-trained. It isn't being exposed to different ideas, for we too 
were exposed to these ideas in the finest universities of the land. Why then, do they lose their testimony? Principally 
out of vanity and pride. They want to impress others with their learning. To put it indelicately, it is the problem of the 
swelled head, because that is exactly what the Prophet said. 
 ". . . whoso knocketh," Jacob said "to him will he open, and the wise, and the learned, and they who are rich, 
who are puffed up" and that you see is just exactly what he said-"who are puffed up because of their learning, and 
their wisdom, and their riches-yea, they are they whom he despiseth; and save they shall cast these things away, 
and consider themselves fools before God, and come down in the depths of humility, he will not open unto them." 
(Ibid, 9:42.) 
Elder Theodore M. Burton, Conference Report, April 1961, Afternoon Meeting, p.128-129 
 
2 Nephi 9:44 
Shake Garments 
 It was an ancient practice for the Lord’s prophets to take off their garments and shake them as a sign that they 
were rid of the blood and sins of those to whom they had been sent to testify. (2 Ne. 9:44; Jac. 1:19; 2:2; Mosiah 
2:28; Morm. 9:35.) Similar symbolism is used in latter-day revelation: “Cleanse your hearts and your garments, lest 
the blood of this generation be required at your hands”… (D&C 112:33; 88:85; 135:5). 
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 304 
 
2 Nephi 9:45-48 
Is it better to repent or to not sin in the first place? 
 If a person has determined that sin can easily be wiped out,…with an idea in his mind that repentance 
will…place him on a level with his fellow who has kept in virtue the commandments, from the beginning—time will 
wake him up to his serious and great mistake.  He may and will be forgiven, if he repent; the blood of Christ will make 
him free…but all this will not return to him any loss sustained, nor place him on an equal footing with his neighbor 
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who has kept the commandments of the better law.  Nor will it place him in the position where he would have been, 
had he not committed wrong. 
Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, 374 
 
 I am convinced that we must impress you young people with the awfulness of sin rather than to content 
ourselves with merely teaching the way of repentance. 
Harold B. Lee, Decisions for Successful Living, 88 
 
2 Nephi 9:49 
My soul abhorreth sin 
 The Holy Ghost is a sanctifier.  One of the primary assignments of this member of the Godhead is to burn dross 
and iniquity out of the repentant soul as though by fire.  One who lives worthy of the guidance and cleansing 
influence of the Spirit will, in process of time, become sanctified.  Sanctification is the process whereby one comes to 
hate the worldliness he once loved and love the holiness and righteousness he once hated.  To be sanctified is not 
only to be free from sin but also to be free from the effects of sin, free from sinfulness itself, the very desire to sin.  
One who is sanctified comes to look upon sin with abhorrence (cf. Mosiah 5:2; Alma 13:12; 19:33). 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols, 1, p.263 
 
2 Nephi 9:50-51 
 And did you know that the Lord doesn’t expect us to diet?  Trust me!  Turn to 2 Nephi 9:51.  Now look at the 
very last line.  It says, “Let your soul delight in fatness.”  But feast on what?  Chocolate?  Look closely:  Feast on his 
word….Did you know that feasting could be so guilt-free?...Why not gain some spiritual weight?  It’s not always easy 
[to read the scripture], and there are things I still don’t understand.  But…craving the Lord’s companionship, the 
scriptures infuse my spirit with the Spirit.  They will do the same for you. 
Bonnie D. Parkin, Ensign, May 1995, p. 90 
 
Conclusion to 2 Nephi 9 
2 Nephi 9:2 The Jews shall be restored to the true church (restored shows that they previously had a 

church). 
2 Nephi 9:4 Although our flesh must die, in our bodies (resurrected) we shall see God. 
2 Nephi 9:5 The great Creator suffered himself to become subject to man in the flesh and die for all men so 

that all men might become subject unto him. 
2 Nephi 9:6 The fall came by reason of transgression and by the fall all men were cut off from the presence 

of the Lord. 
2 Nephi 9:7 An infinite Atonement was required so that man’s corruptible body could be made incorruptible. 
2 Nephi 9:8-9 If there had been no resurrection, our spirits would have eventually become subject to the 

devil, angels to the devil. 
2 Nephi 9:10-12 The Atonement also delivers man from the grasp of hell or the death of the spirit. 
2 Nephi 9:14 At the resurrection, the wicked shall have a perfect knowledge of their guilt and uncleanness 

and the righteous shall have a perfect knowledge of their enjoyment and purity. 
2 Nephi 9:15 All men must appear before the judgment seat of the Holy One of Israel to be judged according 

to the holy judgment of God. 
2 Nephi 9:16-18 After the judgment, the righteous will remain righteous and the filthy will remain filthy whose 

torment is as a lake of fire and brimstone.  The righteous shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
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2 Nephi 9:20 The Holy One of Israel knoweth all things (concerning the inhabitants of the earth) and there is 
nothing that he does not know. 

2 Nephi 9:21 The Holy One of Israel suffered the pains of every man, woman, and child who belongs to the 
family of Adam (an infinite atonement) in order that the resurrection and judgment might come. 

2 Nephi 9:23 All men must repent, be baptized, and have perfect faith in the Holy One of Israel or they 
cannot be saved in the kingdom of God. 

2 Nephi 9:25-26 Where there is no law given, there is no punishment or condemnation, but the mercies of the 
Holy One of Israel have claim on them because of the Atonement satisfying the demands of 
justice. 

2 Nephi 9:29 To be learned is good if one hearkens to the commandments of God. 
2 Nephi 9:38 Those who die in their sins, return to God, behold his face, and die in their sins (probably 

speaking of long range). 
2 Nephi 9:39 To be carnally minded is death, and to be spiritually minded is life eternal.  (This statement was 

made long before Paul stated it.) 
2 Nephi 9:41 The keeper of the gate (to eternal life) is the Holy One of Israel.  He employeth no servant 

there and he cannot be deceived. 
Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote This Record, p. 508-509 
 
 President Hinckley said it best:  “I cannot be grateful enough for the Atonement wrought by my Savior and my 
Redeemer.  Through His sacrifice at the culmination of a life of perfection—that sacrifice offered in pain 
unspeakable—the bonds of death were broken, and the resurrection of all became assured.  Beyond this, the doors 
of celestial glory have been opened to all who will accept divine truth and obey its precepts.”  And further: “I sense in 
a measure the meaning of His atonement.  I cannot comprehend it all.  It is so vast in its reach and yet so intimate in 
its effect that it defies comprehension.  When all is said and done, when all of history is examined, when the deepest 
depths of the human mind have been explored, there is nothing so wonderful, so majestic, so tremendous as this act 
of grace when the Son of the Almighty, the prince of His Father’s royal household,…gave His life in ignominy and 
pain so that all of the sons and daughters of God, of all generations of time, every one of whom must die, might walk 
again and live eternally.” 
Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, p. 27-28 
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