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Jacob 7 
What is an anti-Christ? 
 An anti-Christ is a person who opposes the Lord.  However, his opposition may come in two ways.  He may set 
himself up as a savior of the people and offer them a pseudosalvation based on principles which are promulgated by 
himself but are calculated to bring him the honor and glory of the world.  In other words, through either word or action 
he says, “I am the source of salvation and power.”  The second way he can be an anti-Christ is to set up any other 
person or system as a substitute for the Savior and then seek to promulgate this substitute in the hearts and minds of 
the people.  Either way, the result is the same: people are taught to reject the master and to seek elsewhere for the 
solution to their spiritual problems.  Here in Jacob 7 we meet the first of several anti-Christs in the Book of Mormon.  
Sherem, like the others who followed, was an expert at oratory and flattering words. (See vs. 4.) 
BYU Book of Mormon Student Manual, p. 131-132 
 
 President Ezra Taft Benson has instructed that “the Book of Mormon brings men to Christ through two basic 
means”: 
 “First, it tells in a plain manner of Christ and His gospel.  It testifies of His divinity and of the necessity for a 
Redeemer and the need of our putting trust in Him.  It bears witness of the Fall and the Atonement and the first 
principles of the gospel, including our need of a broken heart and a contrite spirit and a spiritual rebirth.  It proclaims 
we must endure to the end in righteousness and live the moral life of a Saint. 
 “Second, the Book of Mormon exposes the enemies of Christ.  It confounds false doctrines and lays down 
contention. (See 2 Nephi 3:12.)  It fortifies the humble followers of Christ against the evil designs, strategies, and 
doctrines of the devil in our day.  The type of apostates in the Book of Mormon is similar to the type we have today.  
God, with his infinite foreknowledge, so molded the Book of Mormon that we might see the error and know how to 
combat false educational, political, religious, and philosophical concepts of our time” (emphasis added). 
Ezra Taft Benson, A Witness and a Warning, p. 3 
 
Jacob 7:2 
There should be no Christ 
 The anti-Christ is bent upon the overthrow of the plan of God.  He or she has partaken of that spirit of rebellion 
which resulted in the expulsion of one-third of all of the children of the Eternal Father in the premortal world.  Prior to 
the meridian of time the anti-Christ contended that there would be no Christ and that no man had the ability to speak 
authoritatively concerning things future.  The anti-Christ contends that there is no need for a Savior; that man is 
perfectly capable of securing his own happiness and well-being; and that any trust in or allegiance to things beyond 
human reach or reason is futile.  Clever ploys of the modern anti-Christ include an insistence upon the preeminence 
of man; an exaggerated stress upon man’s self-reliance; an emphasis upon Jesus as the great moral teacher and 
community leader, with a corresponding deemphasis upon the necessity for spiritual regeneration through a blood 
atonement. 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol. 2, p. 82-83 
 
Jacob 7:2, 4 
Flattery 
 Flattery:  To soothe or satisfy, to make people feel comfortable.  To whisper in ear that all is well.  To raise false 
hopes of an anticipated reward or acquisition. 
Webster Dictionary 
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 When the Devil cannot overcome an individual through temptation to commit wickedness, …he will adopt a 
course of flattery. 
 When a man is proud and arrogant, flattery fills him with vanity. 
Brigham Young, Discourses, 81, 228 
 
 Anti-Christs are usually glib of tongue and nimble of speech.  They are sinister students of human behavior, 
knowing how to persuade and to dissuade; how to attract attention and create a following; and how to make their 
listeners feel secure and at ease in their carnality.  An anti-Christ is ostensibly refined, schooled in rhetoric, and 
polished in homiletics.  He is a peerless preacher of perversion.  In Faustian fashion the anti-Christ has sold his soul 
to the devil: his power is not his own; he is but the pawn of him who in the end does not support his own (see Alma 
30:60). 
Robert L. Millet, “Sherem the Anti-Christ,” The Book of Mormon: To Learn with Joy, Religious Studies Center, BYU Vol. 4, p. 177 
 
Jacob 7:6-7 
 The dishonest Sherem knew that Moses and the other prophets had spoken of Christ and that their teachings 
were not only consistent with the gospel but also pointed people toward its future fullness. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant, 148 
 
 That man who rises up to condemn others, finding fault with the Church, saying that they are out of the way, 
while he himself is righteous, then know assuredly, that that man is in the high road to apostasy; and if he does not 
repent, will apostatize, as God lives. 
Joseph Smith, TPJS, 156-57 
 
Jacob 7:9 
 The doubter—the one whose faith centers in that which may be seen and heard and felt through natural means 
only—errs grossly through generalizing beyond his own experiences.  What he has not experienced, he assumes no 
one else can.  Because he does not know, no one knows (compare Alma 30;48); because he is past feeling, surely 
no one else has felt; because he lacks internal evidence concerning the coming of a Messiah, unquestionably the 
evidence amassed by every believing soul is either insufficient or naively misinterpreted.  Those who dare not believe 
dare no allow others to believe. 
Robert L. Millet, “Sherem the Anti-Christ,” The Book of Mormon: To Learn with Joy, Religious Studies Center, BYU Vol. 4, p. 177 
 
Jacob 7:10-12 
 The preeminent duty of a prophet is to bear witness of Jesus Christ. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary, 2:86 
 
 This is the great basic purpose of the restoration of the gospel…to declare the living reality of God….Jesus 
Christ is his firstborn, the Only Begotten in the flesh, who condescended to come to earth; who…taught the way of 
salvation; who offered Himself a sacrifice for all….Through Him, and by Him, and of Him, all are assured salvation 
from death and are offered the opportunity of eternal life. 
Gordon B. Hinckley, Ensign, May 1986, 47 
 
 May I suggest three short tests to avoid being deceived…. 

1.  What do the standard works have to say about it? … 
2. The second guide is: what do the latter-day presidents of the Church have to say on the subject—

particularly the living President? … 
3. The third and final test is the Holy Ghost—the test of the Spirit. 

Ezra Taft Benson, in Conference Report, October 1963, 16-18 
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 The atonement of the Master is the central point of world history.  Without it, the whole purpose for the creation 
of earth and our living upon it would fail. 
Marion G. Romney, in Conference Report, October 1953, 34 
 
Jacob 7:13 
Sign Seekers 
 …Whenever you see a man seeking after a sign, you may set it down that he is an adulterous man. 
Joseph Smith, TPJS, p. 157 
 
 Because signs—miracles, gifts of the Spirit—always follow belief in the true gospel, it is inevitable that 
nonbelievers who are in open rebellion against the truth (subject as they are to the direction and promptings of 
Satan) should attempt to disprove the Lord’s work by taunting his ministers with the challenge: Show us a sign…. 
 Actually, sign-seeking…is an evidence of supreme and gross wickedness on their part.  “An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign,” the Master said…. 
 Even among the saints there occasionally are those spiritually weak persons who seek signs…. 
 To seek the gifts of the Spirit through faith, humility, and devotion to righteousness is not to be confused with 
sign-seeking. 
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pp. 714-15 
 
Jacob 7:13-14 
 First of all, the people of the world cannot presume to command God to provide them with signs.  A person can 
neither be a disciple and command the Master nor can he require “perpetual renewal of absolute proof.”  Some 
behave, the however, as if they would set forth the conditions under which they will believe—complete with 
specifications; they then invite God to “bid” on their specifications! …Sign seekers, like adulterers, often do have a 
clear preference for repeated sensation.  Those who do not understand why adultery is intrinsically wrong will also 
fail to understand why faith is a justified requirement laid upon us by God.  We are to walk by faith and to overcome 
by faith (see D&C 76:53)….By contrast, the faithful, who are intellectually honest but are confronted with new and 
present challenges, sing of the Lord, “We’ve proved Him in days that are past.” …Those who are adulterous have 
also a strong preference for “now” rather than for eternity.  Impatience and incontinence, quite naturally, team up. 
 Such erring individuals or generations also have a strong preference for meeting the needs of “me” over 
attending to others, a lifestyle which speeds selfishness on its endless, empty journey. 
 By making demands of God, the proud would attach conditions to their discipleship.  But discipleship requires of 
us unconditional surrender to the Lord.  Hence the proud neither understand nor really love God.  Therefore they 
violate the first commandment by seeing God as a sign provider upon request; as a function, not a tutoring Father. 
Neal A. Maxwell, Sermons Not Spoken, pp. 58-59 
 
 “It is a wicked and adulterous generation,” repeated President Joseph F. Smith, “that seeketh after a sign.  Show 
me Latter-day Saints who have to feed upon miracles, signs and visions in order to keep them steadfast in the 
Church, and I will show you members of the Church who are not in good standing before God, and who are walking 
in slippery paths.  It is not by marvelous manifestations unto us that we shall be established in the truth, but it is by 
humility and faithful obedience to the commandments and laws of God.  When I as a boy first started out in the 
ministry, I would frequently go out and ask the Lord to show me some marvelous thing, in order that I might receive a 
testimony.  But the Lord withheld marvels from me, and showed me the truth, line upon line, precept upon precept, 
here a little and there a little, until he made me to know the truth from the crown of my head to the soles of my feet, 
and until doubt and fear had been absolutely purged from me.  He did not have to send an angel from the heavens to 
do this, nor did he have to speak with the trump of an archangel.  By the whisperings of the still small voice of the 
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Spirit of the living God, he gave to me the testimony I possess.  And by this principle and power he will give to all the 
children of men a knowledge of the truth that will stay with them, and it will make them to know the truth, as God 
knows it, and to do the will of the Father as Christ does it.  And no amount of marvelous manifestations will ever 
accomplish this. 
Gospel Doctrine, p. 7 
 
 When the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was first founded, you could see persons rise up and ask, 
“What sign will you show us that we may be made to believe?”  I recollect a Campbellite preacher who came to 
Joseph Smith…and said that he had come a considerable distance to be convinced of the truth.  “Why,” said, he, “Mr. 
Smith, I want to know the truth, and when I am convinced, I will spend all my talents and time defending and 
spreading the doctrines of your religion, and I will give you to understand that to convince me is equivalent to 
convincing all my society, amounting to several hundreds.”  Well, Joseph commenced laying before him the coming 
forth of the work, and the first principles of the Gospel, when [the minister] exclaimed, “o this is not the evidence I 
want, the evidence that I wish to have is a notable miracle; I want to see some powerful manifestation of the power of 
God, I want to see a notable miracle performed; and if you perform such a one, then I will believe with all my heart 
and soul, and will exert all my power and all my extensive influence to convince others; and if you will not perform a 
miracle of this kind, then I am your worst and bitterest enemy.”  “Well,” said Joseph, “what will you have done?  Will 
you be struck blind, or dumb?  Will you be paralyzed, or will you have one hand withered?  Take your choice, choose 
which you please, and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ it shall be done.”  “That is not the kind of miracle I want,” 
said the preacher.  “Then, sir,” replied Joseph, “I can perform none, I am not going to bring any trouble upon any 
body else, sir, to convince you.” 
Journal of Discourses, 2:326 
 
Jacob 7:19 
Unpardonable Sin 
 The unpardonable sin is to shed innocent blood, or be accessory thereto.  All other sins will be visited with 
judgment in the flesh, and the spirit being delivered to the buffetings of Satan until the day of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
[TPJS, 301] 
 What has Jesus said?  All sins, and all blasphemies, and every transgression, except one, that man can be 
guilty of , may be forgiven; and there is salvation for all men, either in this world or in the world to come, who have not 
committed the unpardonable sin, there being a provision either in this world or the world of spirits.  Hence God hath 
made a provision that every spirit in the eternal world can be ferreted out and saved unless he has committed the 
unpardonable sin which cannot be remitted to him either in this world or the world of spirits.  God has wrought out a 
salvation for all men, unless they have committed a certain sin; and every man who has a friend in the eternal world 
can save him, unless he has committed the unpardonable sin.  And so you can see how far you can be a savior. 
 A man cannot commit the unpardonable sin after the dissolution of the body, and there is a way possible for 
escape.  Knowledge saves a man; and in the world of spirits no man can be exalted but by knowledge….no man can 
commit the unpardonable sin after the dissolution of the body, nor in this life, until he receives the Holy Ghost; but 
they must do it in this world. 
 All sins shall be forgiven, except the sin against the Holy Ghost; for Jesus will save all except the sons of 
perdition.  What must a man do to commit the unpardonable sin?  He must receive the Holy Ghost, have the heavens 
opened unto him, and know God, and sin against Him.  After a man has sinned against the Holy Ghost, there is no 
repentance for him.  He has got to say the sun does not shine while he sees it; he has got to deny Jesus Christ when 
the heavens have been opened unto him, and to deny the plan of salvation with his eyes open to the truth of it; and 
from that time he begins to be an enemy.  This is the case with many apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 
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 When a man begins to be an enemy to this work, he hunts me, he seeks to kill me, and never ceases to thirst for 
my blood.  He gets the spirit of the devil—the same spirit that they had who crucified the Lord of Life—the same spirit 
that sins against the Holy Ghost.  You cannot save such persons; you cannot bring them to repentance; they make 
open war, like the devil, and awful is the consequence. 
TPJS, 356-358 
 
Jacob 7:26 
“As it were unto us a dream” 
 How poetic and descriptive Jacob is in describing the fleeting moments and hours of our mortal probation!  
Moments blend into hours, hours into days, days into years, years into decades….Because the day of probation is 
over in an instant, …the prophets continually plead for the people of the earth to guard their time, to improve their 
time, and to make wise use of their time. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary, 2:92 
 
“Mourning out our days” 
 That scripture has always fascinated me.  It’s as if Jacob lets down his hair, and in one paragraph, gives us a 
candid, frank look at how he feels about his life, which is drawing to a close.  He could have painted a rosy picture of 
things, but he tells us his life was one tribulation after another and that he and his people are “mourning out [their] 
days.”  Life was no picnic for the descendants of Lehi who settled in the Promised Land. 
 I believe it is those types of candid comments in our journals that will be of most interest to our ancestors.  They 
will enjoy reading about events and other things in our lives, but the glimpses into our deepest thoughts and 
innermost feelings will capture their attention because they will get to know who we really are. 
Val Hale, “Publish or Perish,” LDSSA Devotional Address, Orem LDS Institute, 20 Jan. 2006 
 
Jacob 7:27 
“Adieu” 
 Some anti-LDS critics of the Book of Mormon have raised the question as to how Jacob could possibly have 
used such a word as adieu when this word clearly comes from the French language, which was not developed until 
hundreds of years after the time of Jacob.  Such critics evidently overlook the fact that the Book of Mormon is 
translation literature, and Joseph Smith felt free in his translation to use any words familiar to himself and his readers 
that would best convey the meaning of the original author.  It is interesting to note that there is a Hebrew word 
Lehitra’ot, which has essentially the same meaning in Hebrew as the word adieu has in French.  Both of these words 
are much more than a simple farewell; they include the idea of a blessing.  Would it be unreasonable to remind these 
critics that none of the words contained in the English translation of the book of Jacob were used by Jacob himself?  
These words all come from the English language, which did not come into existence until long after Jacob’s time! 
Daniel H. Ludlow, A Companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976], 163 
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