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Introduction 
 Josephus makes an interesting statement about the prophecies of Isaiah that correspond to the statement of 
Jacob:  “He [Isaiah] was by the confession of all, a divine and wonderful man in speaking truth; and out of the 
assurance that he had never written what was false, he wrote down all his prophecies, and left them behind in books, 
that their accomplishments might be judged of from the events by posterity.” 
Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote This Record, p. 453 
 
2 Nephi 7:1 
 Under this law [the law of divorce], if a wife was found unfaithful (unclean) her husband could dissolve the 
marriage by giving her a “bill of divorcement.”  Even though Israel had been unfaithful to her husband—the Lord—He 
had never given her such a document…. 
 …It appears that ancient “mother Israel” left her Husband (put herself away). 
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Isaiah Plain & Simple, 206, 208 
 
 “Backsliding Israel committed adultery [the Lord] had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her 
treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also” (Jeremiah 3:8).  For this reason Judah was 
put away (taken into Babylon, and later scattered).  However, the bill of divorcement that he gave to their “mother” 
(former-day Israel) is not in effect for latter-day Israel.  Secondly, the Lord has not sold Israel to his creditors, for he 
has none (v. 1). 
Monte S. Nyman, I Nephi Wrote This Record, p. 453 
 
2 Nephi 7:2 
Have I no power to deliver? 
 Save for the exception of the very few who defect to perdition, there is no habit, no addiction, no rebellion, no 
transgression, no apostasy, no crime exempted from the promise of complete forgiveness.  That is the promise of the 
atonement of Christ. 
Boyd K. Packer, Ensign, November 1995, 20 
 
2 Nephi 7:6 
 Plucking the hair of a man’s face or beard was looked upon as a shameful way of degrading him.  (See 2 Samuel 
10:1-4.)…It is descriptive of the rude way in which [Christ] was treated by the Jews and the Romans during His final 
hours.   
Hoyt W. Brewster Jr., Isaiah Plain & Simple, 211.  See also Matthew 26:67. 
 
 The God who created everything was judged to be nothing?  And yet he endured it with complete patience.  
Imagine the Being whose power, whose light, whose glory holds the universe in order, the Being who speaks and 
solar systems, galaxies, and stars come into existence—standing before wicked men and being judged by them as 
being of no worth or value!  When we think of what he could have done to these men who took him to judgment, we 
have a new and different sense of his condescension.  When Judas led the soldiers and the high priest to the Garden 
of Gethsemane and betrayed him with a kiss, Jesus could have spoken a single word and leveled the entire city of 
Jerusalem.  When the servant of the high priest stepped forward and slapped his face, Jesus could have lifted a 
finger and sent that man back to his original elements.  When another man stepped forward and spit in his face, 
Jesus had only to blink and our entire solar system could have been annihilated.  But he stood there, he endured, he 
suffered, he condescended. 
Gerald N. Lund, “Knowest Thou the Condescensions of God?” Doctrines of the Book of Mormon, 1991 Sperry Symposium, pp. 85-86 
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2 Nephi 7:11 
 Those who kindle fires and gird themselves with firebrands—that is, those who conspire evil and plan the 
destruction of the faithful or who walk by their own lights—shall be trapped by their own snares.  They shall come to a 
sorrowful end. 
Sidney B. Sperry, Book of Mormon Compendium, 158 
 
 Those who walk in darkness do so obstinately; they walk not by the light of the revelation of heaven but from 
sparks kindled by themselves (v.11).  Thus they are their own revelators.  Such was the folly of ancient Israel!  Such 
is the folly of many today as we prepare for his Second Coming. 
Leland Gentry 
 
 If there is any one group of people in the Church for whom I feel the sorriest, it is those who brand themselves as 
intellectuals.  I believe that that class of people can go to apostasy along a broader road and through a wider gate 
than any other group….There is no man upon this earth, no matter how great an intellect he has or will develop, who 
can prove that there is no God.  Any man who undertakes to develop the thesis of proving a negative just lacks the 
initial intelligence to know that you cannot disprove or prove a negative.  From the time of Adam until this day there 
have been men who have known that God lives, and there is no intellectual who can disprove it to them or to the 
world. 
 And so this Church, which believed at the very outset that the glory of God is intelligence and has done more to 
encourage its membership to become intellectual than any other church upon the face of the earth, in any era, does 
not look upon intellect as its God.  That is what these intellectual apostates do, and they are not sufficiently intelligent 
to know when they have apostatized.  They live in darkness and, at the same time, they are under the impression 
that they live in an atmosphere available to you and to me who are not so “intellectual;” I am not willing to concede 
that they are any smarter than we are. 
 I want to tell you that I think the humblest elder in the Church who knows what he knows and has the courage 
and the conviction to testify to the world what he knows is just as intellectual as a man can be.  Under the inspiration 
of the Spirit of the Lord, that man’s mind will develop, it will reach its maximum capacity, and he will accomplish more 
in mortality than the man without the Holy Spirit who strives, along man-made lines, to accomplish a mortal 
goal…your work is first, foremost, and primarily spiritual in nature; and except as you develop within you a 
compatibility with the Spirit and enjoy the manifestations of the Spirit in your work, you are not succeeding.  Any man 
who does not have the courage of his convictions, who is willing to the slightest degree to compromise with anyone, 
anywhere, and under any circumstances in this world is, to that extent, unworthy of the priesthood he holds.  And, 
certainly, he is on the way to losing his appreciation of the existence of God which forms, of course, the very 
foundation for the gospel of Jesus Christ, for our belief, for our existence, and for our intelligence itself. 
 There is nothing more sacred to us than our intelligence and, unfortunately, the adversary is conscious of that 
fact.  Therefore, he will utilize our intelligence to destroy us wherever he can get a foothold, or even a toe-hold.  It is a 
sign, it is the evidence of a wise man—the truly great intellect—to know what to do with his power of mind when he is 
so blessed.  When we utilize these faculties of ours, which are God-given and which are our inheritance, in the mortal 
interest of man farther than to assist in the building up of the kingdom of God here upon the earth, we will fail and we 
will lose our testimony. 
Elder Henry D. Moyle, Address to Seminary and Institute Faculty, Brigham Young University, June 27, 1962 
 
2 Nephi 8:1, 14 
 Our rock and [hole] are Abraham and Sarah, from whom we descend.  Ultimately…the rock we come from 
is…Christ, who is called the Rock at least thirty-four times in the scriptures. 
Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, 450 
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2 Nephi 8:3 
 The Prophet Joseph Smith proclaimed, “The whole of America is Zion itself form north to south, and is described 
by the prophets.” 
TPJS, 362 
 
2 Nephi 8:4-5 
 The “law” which will come from the Lord may be the U.S. Constitution (see comments on 2 Nephi 12:2-3), the 
Book of Mormon, or both.  The law is associated with judgment (vv. 4-5), and it will come forth from the “isles.”  Jacob 
considered the Americas an isle of the sea (2 Nephi 10:20-21, commented on later in this chapter).  The law is to 
judge the nations as well as the people.  Nephi later says “the nations who possess [the Book of Mormon records] 
shall be judged of them” (2 Nephi 25:21-22).  The same is true regarding the U.S. Constitution (see D&C 98:4-8). 
Monte S. Nyman, I, Nephi, Wrote This Record, p. 466 
 
2 Nephi 8:6 
 The passing away of an earth simply means that it will…become a celestial body. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:72 
 
2 Nephi 8:7 
 We are truly of God, not only when our acts reflect obedience to God’s law but when our hearts—meaning our 
feelings, desires, attitudes, and intentions—are all turned to do his will.  When we submit ourselves to God, he writes 
his law in our hearts even as he wrote the law on tablets of stone in Moses’ day. 
Parry, Parry, & Peterson, Understanding Isaiah, p. 451 
 
2 Nephi 8:9 
Rahab 
 Leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent…Rahab is the dragon that [is] in the sea. 
 The great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan. 
Revelation 12:9; 20:2 
 
2 Nephi 8:19-20 
 The Book of Mormon identifies the two “things” in verse 19 (italicized in the KJV) as “sons.”  Because the people 
of Judah have no sons with the priesthood among them, two other sons (who have the priesthood) are to be sent to 
them.  Because these “sons” are to bear the priesthood, they have to come from among the Latter-day Saints.  They 
will be the “two witnesses” spoken of in Revelation. 
 3 And I will give [power] unto my two witnesses, and they 
shall prophesy a thousand two hundred [and] threescore days, 
clothed in sackcloth.  
 4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks 
standing before the God of the earth.  
 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their 
mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt 
them, he must in this manner be killed.  
 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the 
days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them 
to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they 
will.  

 7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the 
beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war 
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.  
 8 And their dead bodies [shall lie] in the street of the great 
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our 
Lord was crucified.  
 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and 
nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and 
shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.  
 10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over 
them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; 
because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the 
earth.  
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 11 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from 
God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great 
fear fell upon them which saw them. 

(Revelation 11:3-11) 
 

Monte S. Nyman, I, Nephi, Wrote This Record, p. 471 
 
 Elder LeGrand Richards has written:  “No doubt these prophets will be called and ordained and sent by the First 
Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.”  Elder Bruce R. McConkie has further stated, “No 
doubt they will be members of the Council of the Twelve or of the First Presidency of the Church.”  These two 
prophets will use the power of God [the priesthood] to rebuke those gathered against Judah (v. 20).  As Enoch of old, 
they may speak “the word of the Lord, and the earth trembled, and the mountains fled, even at his command; and the 
rivers were turned out of their course” (Moses 7:13).  As a wild bull in a net cannot be fully contained (v. 20), the 
enemy will not control the two sons until they are killed, and then they will be resurrected according to the record of 
John the Beloved quoted above. 
Monte S. Nyman, I, Nephi, Wrote This Record, p. 472 
 
2 Nephi 8:24-25 
Beautiful Garments 
 What are those garments?  Those garments are the garments of righteousness, the garments of devotion to the 
truth—the gospel in action. 
Ezra Taft Benson, Teachings, 347 
 
Who are the “uncircumcised and unclean”? 
 Circumcision was…a symbol of the covenant entered into between the Father of the Faithful and…the Hebrew 
people. 
Sidney B. Sperry, Paul’s Life and Letters, 56 
 
 Doctrine and Covenants 82:14 also declares that “Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.”  The 
putting on her beautiful garments probably has reference to the building of temples and being cleansed in the sight of 
the Lord.  Jerusalem is to put on her beautiful garments and become a holy city.  A temple will eventually be built in 
Jerusalem.  The Prophet Joseph Smith said: “Judah must return, Jerusalem must be rebuilt, and the temple, and 
water come out from under the temple, and the waters of the Dead Sea be healed.  It will take some time to rebuild 
the walls of the city and the temple, &c; and all these things must be done before the Son of Man will make His 
appearance” (TPJS, 286). 
Monte S. Nyman, I, Nephi, Wrote This Record, p. 475 
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