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Jacob 6:1 
“This is my prophecy” (See D&C 18:34-36) 
 Elder Bruce R. McConkie began a penetrating sermon on the atonement of Christ with the following words: “In 
speaking of these wondrous things I shall use my own words, though you may think they are the words of scripture, 
words spoken by other apostles and prophets.  True it is they were first proclaimed by others, but they are now mine, 
for the Holy Spirit of God has borne witness to me that they are true, and it is now as though the Lord had revealed 
them to me in the first instance.  I have thereby heard his voice and know his word.”  
CR, April 1985, p. 9  
 
Jacob 6:4 
“He remembereth the house of Israel, both roots and branches” 
 The Lord knows and loves Israel, both roots (ancestry) and branches (posterity).  His memory is perfect: he 
knows that Israel distinguished themselves in premortality; he knows that Abraham was promised that his seed would 
populate and bless the earth; he knows that Israel will have been refined in the furnaces of affliction; and he knows 
that the faithful of Israel will go on to enjoy the sublime blessings of her progenitor: a “fullness and a continuation of 
the seeds forever and ever” (D&C 132:19).  
Millet and McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol. 2, p. 78  
 
“A gainsaying people” 
 To say that Israel is “a gainsaying people” is to say that they are quick to object, to oppose, resist, contradict, or 
speak against that which comes from God. 
Ibid 
 
Jacob 6:5 
“Arm of the Lord” 
 The “arm of the Lord” is a commonly used metaphor for the power of God in the Bible in the context of creation 
(see Jeremiah 32:17), in the redemption of Israel from Egypt (see Exodus 15:16; Deuteronomy 4:34), and in his 
deliverance of Israel in the last days (see Isaiah 40:10; 52:10).  In the Book of Mormon, the image of the “arm of the 
Lord” occurs in the context of the restoration of the gospel and the coming forth of the Book of Mormon (see 1 Nephi 
22:10-11; Enos 1:13), and the “arm of mercy” is associated with the power of the Atonement on behalf of the 
repentant (see Jacob 6:5; Mosiah 29:20; Alma 19:36). 
David Rolph Seely, The Book of Mormon: The Foundation of Our Faith [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1999], 206 
 
Jacob 6:7 
“Nourished by the good word of God” 
 To be “nourished by the good word of God” is to be fed and built up and strengthened by the words of scripture, 
the statements of the living oracles, or the promptings and guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We feast upon the “good word 
of God,” the “words of eternal life” here that we might be prepared for the full glory of eternal life hereafter (Moses 
6:59). 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol. 2, p. 79 
 
Jacob 6:8 
“Quench the Holy Spirit” 
 Persons quench the Spirit when they break the commandments of God and fail to repent; when they begin to 
ignore the certain voice of conscience and thus sprinkle water upon the flame—the Spirit kindled within them.  We 
also quench the Spirit by ignoring its pleadings, by failing to heed the still, small voice. 
Ibid, p. 80 
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Jacob 6:10 
“Endless torment” 
 I am endless, and the punishment which is given from my hand is endless punishment, for Endless is my name.  
Wherefore-- …Endless punishment is God’s punishment (D&C 19:10, 12). 
 Eternal punishment, or endless punishment, does not mean that those who partake of it must endure it forever. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 2:228 
 
Jacob 6:12 
“Be wise” 
 I carry in my daily date book a few brief memo sheets….One sheet almost worn out now has nothing more on it 
than Jacob 6, verse 12: “O be wise; what can I say more?”  Be wise enough to accept appropriate discipline and 
guidelines. Be wise enough to say the right words at the right time to the right person….Ever bear in mind that Jesus 
was the wisest of the wise, even brilliant, in his relationships with people….President Spencer W. Kimball, on one 
occasion a few years ago, asked me to accompany him to the Utah State Prison….I learned much from a prophet 
who was wise….We were greeted by the warden and taken to his office….Two inmates were invited to come in and 
meet with us.  They were in their prison garb and looked hard.  I felt very uneasy when the steel door closed behind 
them and we were left with the two of them….President Kimball shook their hands before we all sat down.  This was 
followed by a brief period of intense silence.  The prisoners were looking at the floor.  President Kimball was looking 
at them, and I was looking at him. After this awkward period of silence was over, President Kimball started off with 
what seemed to me to be an unusual approach. The thought crossed my mind that he could say: “What are you in 
here for? Why did you do it?  When do you get out? You ought to be ashamed of yourselves,” or “What is your 
previous record?”…He looked at the one, and said to my surprise: “Tell me about your mother.” The prisoner 
responded and told President Kimball and others of us assembled about his mother….President Kimball finally 
looked at the other prisoner and said: “What does your father do for a living?” He too responded with comments, and 
the Prophet gave complete attention and listened intently….They looked at him, responded, and looked in his face 
while he gently listened….Word had spread that President Spencer W. Kimball was at the prison visiting, and some 
of the media were outside the doors waiting for pictures and conversation with President Kimball.  [He]…invited some 
of the press into the room with a cameraman. One reporter said, “President Kimball, we’d like to have a picture of you 
talking to these two inmates.” President Kimball granted the interview by standing up promptly and getting between 
the two prisoners as the picture was taken.  I recall as though it were yesterday what he said after the picture was 
taken.  He shook one hand and then the other and said, “thank you, boys, for letting me have my picture taken with 
you.”  One of these hardened prisoners was in for murder and the other one for grand larceny.  To say they were 
touched and responsive is an understatement.  I will never forget the impact of this visit upon me and my future.  A 
wise, gentle prophet conducted his interview without embarrassment, without ridicule, and without 
condemnation…interviewing, counseling, instructing, and touching lives with wisdom. 
Marvin J. Ashton, BYU University Conference, 24-25 Aug. 1992 
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