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2 Nephi 6:3 
Why Study Scripture 
 I think that people who study the scriptures get a dimension to their life that nobody else gets and that can’t be 
gained in any way except by studying the scriptures. 
 There’s an increase in faith and a desire to do what’s right and a feeling of inspiration and understanding that 
comes to people who study the gospel—meaning particularly the Standard Works—and who ponder the principles, 
that can’t come in any other way. 
Bruce R. McConkie, in David Croft, “Spare Time’s Rare to Apostle,” Church News, 24 Jan. 1976, p. 4 
 
2 Nephi 6:4 
Isaiah in Book of Mormon 

1. One in 11 chapters of Book of Mormon quotes Isaiah 
2. 66 chapters in Isaiah—Book of Mormon quotes 1/3 of them 
3. Nephi and Jacob quote 17 chapters of Isaiah 
4. The reader today has no greater written commentary and guide to understanding Isaiah than the Book of 

Mormon 
Bible Dictionary, p. 707 
 
2 Nephi 6:6 
 As the newly formed nation of Israel journeyed from Egypt to Palestine, each tribe was assigned its position in 
the order of march and in the place of encampment.  As ranks were formed, a representative of each tribe would 
raise a standard or banner on a pole around which the tribes could rally and quickly find their places. (Numbers 2.)  
This standard or ensign which was the ancient rallying point for Israel provides an excellent symbol for the gospel to 
which the lost and disordered tribes of Israel will return in the latter days.  The promise that the Lord would again set 
up his standard among the people is the promise that the gospel will be restored and that Israel will rally to it. 
R. Millet and J. F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:229 
 
 This Church is the standard which Isaiah said the Lord would set up for the people in the latter days. 
Marion G. Romney, in Conference Report, April 1961, 119 
 
2 Nephi 6:7 
 The brighter day has dawned.  The scattering has been accomplished; the gathering is in process.  May the Lord 
bless us all as we become nursing fathers and mothers (see Isa. 49:23 and 1 Nephi 21:23) unto our Lamanite 
brethren and hasten the fulfillment of the great promises made to them.  The kings and queens may well be the 
righteous men and women who have entered into the covenants of the fullness of the priesthood in the temple of 
God. 
Elder Spencer W. Kimball 
 
2 Nephi 6:8-9 
Carried Away Captive 
 Bible scholars recognize two great deportations.  The first took place in the year 596 B.C…. 
 The second deportation took place in the year 586 B.C…. 
 They did return under Zerubbabel in 537 B.C. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:282 
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2 Nephi 6:9 
Crucifixion 
 Death by crucifixion was at once the most lingering and most painful of all forms of execution.  The victim lived in 
ever increasing torture, generally for many hours, sometimes for days.  The spikes so cruelly driven through hands 
and feet penetrated and crushed sensitive nerves and quivering tendons, yet inflicted no mortal wound.  The 
welcome relief of death came through the exhaustion caused by intense and unremitting pain, through localized 
inflammation and congestion of organs incident to the strained and unnatural posture of the body. 
James E. Talmage, Jesus the Christ, 608 
 
2 Nephi 6:11 
 The return of the Jews to the ancient land of Palestine and the creation of the state of Israel in 1948 constituted a 
marvelous foreshadowing of the fulfillment of prophecy.  This did not match the vision of Book of Mormon prophets, 
however, who were insistent that the Jews must first return to Christ and accept the Holy One of Israel before they 
would have claim upon the covenants made with their ancient fathers. 
R. Millet and J. F. McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:230 
 
2 Nephi 6:14 
 Not many of the Jews, I take it from my reading of the scriptures, will believe in Christ before he comes.  The 
Book of Mormon tells us that they shall begin to believe in him [see 2 Nephi 30:7].  They are now beginning to believe 
in him.  The Jews today look upon Christ as a great Rabbi.  They have accepted him as one of their great teachers; 
they have said that, “He is Jew of Jew, the greatest Rabbi of them all,” as one has stated it.  When the gospel was 
restored in 1830, if a Jew had mentioned the name of Christ in one of the synagogues, he would have been rebuked.  
Had a rabbi referred to him, the congregation would have arisen and left the building.  And so, we see the sentiment 
has changed.  Now I state this on Jewish authority that they are beginning to believe in Christ, and some of them are 
accepting the gospel. 
 But in the main they will gather to Jerusalem in their unbelief; the gospel will be preached to them; some of them 
will believe.  Not all of the Gentiles have believed when the gospel has been proclaimed to them, but the great body 
of the Jews who are there assembled will not receive Christ as their Redeemer until he comes himself and makes 
himself manifest unto them. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 3:9 
 
2 Nephi 6:14-16 
 Zechariah is another prophet who has plainly spoken of these great events.  According to his predictions the 
nations will gather and lay siege to Jerusalem.  Part of the city will fall, with dire consequences to its inhabitants, 
when a great earthquake will come, the Mount of Olives will cleave in twain, and the persecuted people will flee into 
this valley for safety.  At that particular time will the Savior come as their Deliverer and show them his hands and his 
feet.  They will look upon him and ask him where he received his wounds, and he will tell them they were received in 
the house of his friends—he is Jesus Christ, their Redeemer.  Then will they fall to the ground and mourn, every 
family apart, because their ancestors persecuted their King and the children have followed in the footsteps of the 
fathers. 
 At that time shall come the redemption of the Jews.  Jerusalem shall then be rebuilt and the promises that it shall 
become a holy city will be fulfilled.  The punishment which shall come upon those who lay siege to this land will be 
their destruction.  The prophets have portrayed this in much detail with all its horrors. 
Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 3:47 
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2 Nephi 6:18 
How will the wicked eat their “own flesh” and “be drunken with their own blood”? 
 Their own Flesh…their own Blood.  [This] signifies internal wars. 
George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl, Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 1:284 
 
2 Nephi 6:8-18 
What did Jacob teach us about the first and second comings of Jesus Christ? 

The First Coming of Jesus Christ 
Jesus would be born as a mortal (v. 9). 
He would be born among the Jews (v. 9). 
He would be born in the land of Jerusalem (v. 8). 
The Jews would harden their hearts against the Holy One of Israel (v. 10). 
He would be scourged (v. 9). 
He would be crucified (v. 9). 
 
The Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
The Jews will gather before the Second Coming (v. 11). 
The Second Coming will be in “power and great glory” (v. 14). 
The wicked will be destroyed at the Second Coming (v. 14). 
The faithful will not be destroyed at the Second Coming (v. 14). 
Fire, tempests, earthquakes, bloodsheds, famine, and pestilence will accompany the Second Coming (v. 15). 
The Lord will deliver his covenant people at the Second Coming (v. 17). 
All flesh will know that Jesus is the “Mighty One of Jacob” at the Second Coming (v.18). 

Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, p. 59 
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