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Jacob 5 Introduction 
Simile:   A figure of speech in which two distinct things are compared using like or as. 
Metaphor:   A figure of speech in which two distinct things are compared without using like or as. 
Parable:   An extended simile. 
Allegory:   An extended metaphor. 
 Sometimes parable and allegory are used interchangeably. 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol. 2 p. 46 
 
 An allegory is a story with more than one level of meaning.  An allegory uses symbolic representations to stand 
for moral or spiritual ideas, which generally have far more significant meaning than appears on the surface of the 
allegory. Almost everything in al allegory represents something else…. 
 …in telling these short stories was not to present the truths of his gospel in plainness so that all his hearers 
would understand.  Rather it was so to phrase and hide the doctrine involved that only the spiritually literate would 
understand it, while those whose understandings were darkened would remain in darkness. 
BYU BOM Student Manual, p. 135-136 
 
 We have something in the Book of Mormon that, if we did not have any other truth expressed in it, would be 
sufficient evidence of the divinity of this book.  I have reference to the fifth chapter of Jacob….I think this is one of the 
greatest passages in the Book of Mormon….No greater parable was ever recorded. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 4:203 
 
 The parable of Zenos, recorded by Jacob in chapter five of his book, is one of the greatest parables ever 
recorded.  This parable in and of itself stamps the Book of Mormon with convincing truth.  No mortal man, without the 
inspiration of the Lord, could have written such a parable.  It is a pity that too many of those truths which it conveys in 
relation to the history, scattering, and final gather of Israel…. 
 In brief, it records the history of Israel down through the ages, the scattering of the tribes to all parts of the earth; 
their mingling with, or being grafted in, the wild olive trees, or in other words the mixing of the blood of Israel among 
the Gentiles by which the great blessings and promises of the Lord to Abraham are fulfilled (see Gen. 22:16-18)…. 
 This remarkable parable portrays how, as branches of the olive tree (Israelites) were carried to all parts of the 
earth (the Lord’s vineyard) and grafted into the wild olive trees (the Gentile nations).  Thus they are fulfilling the 
promise that the Lord had made. 
 Today Latter-day Saints are going to all parts of the world as servants in the vineyard to gather this fruit and lay it 
in store for the time of the coming of the master.  This parable is one of the most enlightening and interesting in the 
Book of Mormon.  How can any person read it without feeling the inspiration of this ancient prophet? 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, comp. and ed. By Joseph Fielding Smith, Jr. [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1972], 
4:141-142 
 
 I tell you, my brothers and sisters, Joseph Smith did not write it.  That was written by the inspiration of the 
Almighty. 
 Now there is your answer.  That is the answer to those people who approach me with the question, what’s the 
use of going out among the Chinese, the Japanese, the Koreans, and the people of the Far East to preach the 
gospel to them?  The answer: because they are branches of the tree, grafted them into the wild olives, the Gentiles, 
and is bringing the Gentiles into the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 When you read that chapter through if you cannot say in your soul, “This is absolutely a revelation from God,” 
then there is something wrong with you.  That tells you of history.  Are we going to preach the gospel in Korea, in 
Japan, in China?  Yes, we are.  Why?  Because the blood of Israel is there.  And the Lord did just what he said he 
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would do with Abraham and his posterity.  He scattered them over the whole face of the earth. So now the Gentiles 
are sanctified by the blood of Abraham. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Question, comp. Joseph Fielding Smith, Jr., 5 vols, (1957-66) 4:201-207 
 
Zenos:  Quoted 12 times in the Book of Mormon.  Quoted by Alma, Amulek, Nephi, Samuel, Mormon and Jacob. 
 
 Zenos was a prophet in ancient Israel, living before 600 B.C.  He is quoted often in the Book of Mormon (see 1 
Nephi 19:10-17; Alma 33:3-15; Helaman 15:11; 3 Nephi 10:16).  Zenos was killed because he testified boldly of 
Jesus Christ (see Helaman 8:19).  Elder Bruce R. McConkie said, “I do not think I overstate the matter…when I say 
that next to Isaiah himself…there was not a greater prophet in all Israel than Zenos.” 
Cited in Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate Jr., eds., Second Nephi, 210-11 
 
House of Israel – Israel means prince of God, one who has contended successfully with God. 
House of Israel is used three ways: 

1.  Blood Israel – literal descendants of Jacob, grandson of Abraham (12 tribes, Jews, Nephites, Lamanites) 
2. Land of Israel – land of Palestine and surrounding area.  After King Solomon died, the Kingdom of Israel 

divided into North (Israel) and South (Judah). 
3. Covenant Israel 

BYU BOM Student Manual, pp. 135-138 
 
 We learn from the scriptures that the Lord made his covenant first with Adam and then renewed it with the 
righteous patriarchs from Adam to Abraham. (See JST, Genesis 8:23.)  Many think of Abraham as the father of the 
covenant because the covenant was renews with him and it is in connection with him that the most detailed 
description of the terms of the covenant are found.  For these reasons it is often called the Abrahamic covenant.  But 
we should remember that it did not first begin with him. 
 Speaking of the sacred promises or covenants that the Lord made with Abraham, Elder Bruce R. McConkie has 
said: 
 “Abraham first received the gospel by baptism (which is the covenant of salvation); then he had conferred upon 
him the higher priesthood, and he entered into celestial marriage (which is the covenant of exaltation), gaining 
assurance thereby that he would have eternal increase; finally he received a promise that all of these blessings 
would be offered to all of his mortal posterity. (Abra. 2:6-11; D&C 132:29-50.)  Included in the divine promises to 
Abraham was the assurance that Christ would come through his lineage, and the assurance that Abraham’s posterity 
would receive certain choice, promised lands as an eternal inheritance. (Abra. 2; Gen. 17; 22:15-18; Gal. 3.)” 
(Mormon Doctrine, p. 13.) 
 In other words, all who are willing to accept and keep the gospel covenant become the sons and daughters of 
Abraham either through lineage or by adoption.  This seems to be the symbolic meaning of the twelve oxen that hold 
up the baptismal fonts in the temples.  When we enter the waters of baptism, we make covenants with the Lord and 
become spiritual Israel—that is, persons who have made and keep the covenant to be the Lord’s chosen people. 
 This idea of covenant Israel is the most significant meaning of the term Israel.  Of what spiritual and eternal 
value will it be to be of blood Israel if one rejects or disobeys the covenant?  Paul understood this concept perfectly 
when he said, “They are not all Israel, which are of Israel: neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they 
all children…but the children of the promise are counted for the seed.” (Romans 9:6-8.)  In other words, blood 
descendancy is no guarantee of spiritual favor with God.  (However, to be a descendant of Israel gives one the 
responsibility of leadership and sharing the gospel. [See Abraham 3:22, 23.]  Unfortunately too many of blood Israel 
ignore this responsibility.)  Therefore a descendant of Jacob, even if his ancestry were absolutely unmixed with any 
gentiles, would not necessarily be a true Israelite in the spiritual sense.  Note how clearly Nephi taught this important 
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concept:  “For behold, I say unto you that as many of the Gentiles as will repent are the covenant people of the Lord; 
and as many of the Jews as will not repent shall be cast off; for the Lord covenanteth with none save it be with them 
that repent and believe in his Son, who is the Holy One of Israel.” (2 Nephi 30:2.) 
BYU BOM Student Manual, pp. 135-138 
 
Olive Trees 
 It is obvious that the olive tree is a symbol of Israel, but why should the Lord inspire his prophets to choose that 
particular tree to symbolize his chosen people? 
 In his infinite wisdom, God chose symbolic forms that are like deep wells of water.  From every level, one can 
quench his thirst for knowledge; but the deeper one plunges the bucket, the cooler and more sweet the water 
becomes.  As one examines the use of the olive tree as a symbol for Israel, several things come immediately to 
mind.  The olive tree is a living thing and produces much good fruit.  The house of Israel was selected and set apart 
from other nations to produce good works to nourish and sustain the world.  Like some other trees, the olive tree 
provides shelter from the burning rays of the sun and requires constant nourishment to survive.  Here again the 
symbolism of Israel’s purpose and her need to rely on the Lord is evident.  However, many trees have similar 
characteristics—the apple tree is as fruitful, the cottonwood provides more shade, the citrus tree depends more on 
the soil for nourishment than does the olive.  We must look deeper. 
 For centuries the olive branch has been associated with peace.  When the dove returned to Noah in the ark, it 
carried in its beak an olive leaf, as though to symbolize that the earth was again at peace with God. (See Genesis 
8:11.)  The olive branch was used in both Greece and Rome to signify peace, and it is still used in that sense in the 
great seal of the United States where the American eagle is shown grasping an olive branch in his talons.  Warfare 
and its grim attendants of destruction, rape of the land, siege and death, were hardly conducive to the culture of olive 
orchards, which require many years of careful husbandry to come into full production.  This may explain why the olive 
tree came to be associated with peace, but whatever the source, the symbolism is apparent.  The house of Israel is 
the source of true peace for the world—its God, Jehovah, is the Prince of Peace.  Someone once said that Israel was 
not chosen to be an “uplifted” people but an “uplifting” people…. 
 If the green slip of an olive tree is merely planted and allowed to grow, it develops into the wild olive, a bush that 
grows without control into a tangle of limbs and branches that produce only a small, worthless fruit. (See Harold N. 
And Alma L. Moldenke, Plants of the Bible, p. 159.)  To become the productive “tame” olive tree, the main stem of the 
wild tree must be cut back completely and then a branch from a tame olive tree must be grafted into the stem of the 
wild one.  With careful pruning and cultivating the tree will begin to produce its first fruit in about seven years, but it 
will not become fully productive for nearly fifteen years.  In other words, the olive tree cannot become productive in 
and of itself; it requires grafting by the husbandman to bring it into production…. 
 The olive tree is remarkable for two other characteristics that are quite unlike other fruit-bearing trees.  First, 
though requiring nearly fifteen years to come into full production, it may produce fruit for centuries.  Some trees now 
growing in the Holy Land have been producing abundantly for at least four hundred years.  The second amazing 
quality of the tree is that as it finally does grow old and begin to die, the roots send up a number of new green shoots 
which, if grafted and pruned in regular fashion, will mature to full-grown olive trees again.  Thus, while the tree itself 
may produce fruit for centuries, the root of the tree may go on producing fruit and new trees for millennia.  It is 
believed that some of the ancient olive trees in Israel today come from trees that were ancient when Christ was alive 
on the earth.  The root of the tree will send up shoots even after the tree is cut down.  In their work Plants of the Bible 
(p. 159,) the Moldenkes state: “It is very difficult, however, to kill an olive tree by cutting it down, because new sprouts 
are sent up from the root and all around the margins of the old stump, often forming a grove of 2 to 5 trunks, all from 
a single root, where originally was only one tree.” 
BYU BOM Student Manual, pp. 138-139 
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Chart 1—Jacob 5 
SYMBOL MEANING OF THE SYMBOL 

The vineyard (v. 3) The world 
Master or Lord of the vineyard (v. 4) The Lord Jesus Christ 
Servants (v. 7) Prophets 
Tame olive tree (v. 3) The house of Israel 

Wild olive tree (v. 7, 10) Gentiles, or non-Israelites (later in the allegory the wild 
branches are apostate Israel) 

Branches (v. 6) Groups of people 

Roots of the tame olive tree (v. 8) The covenants the Lord makes with his children, a 
constant source of strength and life to the faithful 

The fruit (v. 13) The lives or works of men 

Digging, pruning, fertilizing (vv. 4-50 The work the Lord does through his servants for his 
children to help them be obedient and fruitful 

Nourish the tree (v. 12) Strengthen the people according to the Lord’s “words” (v. 
12) 

Transplanting the branches (vv. 7-8) Scattering groups of people throughout the world, or 
restoring them to where they came from 

Nethermost part of the vineyard (v. 13) Different places in the world far away from Israel 

A good spot of ground, choice above all others (v. 43) Lehi’s promised land of the Americas was described as 
“a land…choice above all other lands” (1 Nephi 2:20) 

Grafting (v. 8) 
The joining of one group of people to another; and to 
“come to the knowledge of the true Messiah” (1 Nephi 
10:14) 

Decaying branches (vv. 3-4) People dying spiritually from sin and apostasy 
Casting branches into the fire (v. 7) God’s judgments 
Brian D. Garner, Search These Things Diligently, pp. 117-118 
 
 
 
 
Chart 2—Jacob 5 

JACOB SYMBOLS EXPLANATION 

5:3 Vineyard (Jacob 6:3) 
5:3 Tame Olive Tree (Jacob 5:3) 
5:4 Master of the Vineyard (D&C 104:86) 
5:6 Main Top (Footnote 6a) 
5:7 Wild Olive Tree (Romans 11:13, 17, 19) 
5:7 Servant (Amos 3:7;  D&C 1:38) 
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JACOB EVENTS EXPLANATION 

5:3 Decay of tame olive tree (Footnote 3d) 
5:8 Take away many of these young and tender branches  (Footnote 8a) 
5:9 Graft in the branches of the wild olive tree (1 Ne. 10:14; 15:13; 2 Ne. 30:2) 

5:14 Hid branches of tame olive tree in nethermost parts of the 
vineyard 

(Hosea 8:8; 1 Ne. 10:12; 15:12; 
22:3-4) 

5:17 Fruit born following the grafting of the wild olive branches  (Gal. 3:7-9, 29) 
5:24-25 Planted natural branches in a good spot of ground (Footnote 25a; Alma 26:36) 

5:25 Part of the tree hath brought forth tame fruit (Jacob 5:45; Hel. 15:3) 
5:25 Part of the tree hath brought forth wild fruit (Jacob 5:45; Hel. 15:4) 
5:29 A long time passed…the Lord…said unto his servant  (D&C 103:21) 

5:32 The wild branches have produced fruit, “there is none of it 
which is good.” (JS-H 1:19) 

5:43 This last that “I did plant in a good spot of ground.” (Jacob 5:25) 
5:44 “Cut down that which cumbered this spot of ground.’ (Footnote 44a) 
5:45 “They have overcome the good branch” (Morm. 8:2) 
5:48 How could the branches have overcome the roots? (Footnote 48a) 
5:52 Graft branches back into tame olive-tree (1 Ne. 10:14) 

5:61-62; 6:2 “Call servants that we might labor” 
(D&C 24:19; 88:84; Larsen, in 
Conference Report, Apr. 1983, 
33) 

5:72, 74-75 What makes missionaries successful? (Jacob 6:3) 

5:77 “Evil fruit shall again come into my vineyard” 

(Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers 
to Gospel Questions, 4:206; 
“That means there will be some 
apostasy.”) 

Douglas K. Bassett, Doctrinal Insights of BOM, p. 14 
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Chart 3—Jacob 5 
Interpretations from the Scriptures 

Verses from Jacob 5 Compare 

1-2 Introduction Romans 11:13-26 
3-5 Israel decays Genesis 41:56-57; 45:1-11; 46:1-7 
6 Main top D&C 84:19-26; Numbers 14:26-38 

7-11 Wild Branches 2 kings 17:18-24 (Assyria); 2 Kings 24:14 (Babylon); Isaiah 
44:28-45:4 (Cyrus) 

8-14 Young, tender branches 2 Kings 18:9-12 (lost tribes); Genesis 49:22-26; Jeremiah 
28:8-10 (Judah); 2 Nephi 3:5; 10:20 (Lehi) 

16 Jesus’ ministry Mosiah 14:33-34 
17-18 Gentile graft John 4:31-42; Matthew 2:1 
19-22 Lost tribes 3 Nephi 16:1-4 

23 Jews Acts 20:21 
24-28 People of Nephi 3 Nephi 15:21-24 

29 The end soon cometh JS-H 1:36-41 
30-32 All sorts of fruit JS-H 1:5-9, 19 
33-37 Roots are alive D&C 113:5-6; 86-8-10; 103-17 
38-40 All corrupt Mormon 5:15-16; 6:10-15 
41-43 A Choice land Ether 2:12 
44-45 Cumbered the land  Omni 1:20-22; Ether 13:20-21 
46-48 Roots overcome Matthew 15:1-9; Isaiah 24:5-6 
49-51 Spare the vineyard Alma 42:15; Exodus 32:7-14 
52-56 Mother tree 1 Nephi 10:14; 15:12-14; D&C 86:8-11; Jeremiah 31:1-9 
57-60 Trees pruned John 15:1-8 
61-62 The last time D&C 33:3-4; 39:17; Jacob 6:2 
63-64 The last shall be first Matthew 20:1-6; 3 Nephi 21:22-28 
65-69 Branches pruned  D&C 105:26-31; 112:23-26 
70-71 The servant’s joy D&C 18:10-16 
72-74 One body Ezekiel 37:15-23 

75 Servants called D&C 116; Daniel 7:13-14, 22 
76 A long time D&C 45-58; Revelation 20:3-6 
77 The earth burned Revelation 20:7-9 

Monte S. Nyman, BOM Commentary Vol. 2, These Records Are True, p. 99 
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The Seven Time Periods of the Allegory 
Verses 3-14. 
From Jacob to the 
end of the 
prophets.  About 
1800-400 B.C. 

Verse 15. 
A long time passed 
away. 

Verses 16-28. 
The Ministry of 
Jesus Christ.  
About A.D. 30-34 

Verse 29. 
A long time passed 
away. 

Verses 30-75. 
The Restoration, 
about A.D. 1820 to 
the Millennium. 

Verse 76. 
A long time passed 
away. 

Verse 77. 
The end of the 
earth. 

A. Verses 3-5. 
The nourishing of 
the decaying olive 
tree—the house of 
Israel (Israel of 
Egypt). 
B. Verse 6. 
The main top 
begins to perish 
(the wilderness). 
C. Verse 7. 
The grafting in of 
the wild olive 
branches (Gentiles; 
Assyria, Babylon, 
etc.). 
D. Verses 8, 12-
14. 
The grafting of the 
natural branches 
into the nethermost 
parts of the 
vineyard 
(dispersion of 
Israel.) 
1. Lost Tribes 
2. Jews. 
3. Nephites and 
Lamanites. 
4. People among 
all nations. 

The end of the 
prophets to the 
ministry of Jesus 
Christ, about 400 
B.C. to A.D. 30. 

A. Verses 16-18. 
The visit to the 
Gentile grafts—the 
Samaritans, etc. 
B. Verses 19-28. 
The visit to the 
natural branches of 
Israel. 
1. The first (lost 
tribes) had 
produced good 
fruit. 
2. The second 
(Jews) had 
produced good 
fruit. 
3. The last had 
produced tame fruit 
(Nephites) and wild 
fruit (Lamanites). 

From the apostasy 
following the 
ministry of Jesus 
Christ and His 
apostles to the 
restoration of the 
gospel through 
Joseph Smith, 
about A.D. 1820. 

A. Verses 30-37. 
The visit to the wild 
branch grafts (the 
Gentiles). No fruit 
is good, but the 
roots are alive. 
B. Verses 38-48. 
The visit to the 
natural branches of 
Israel, all corrupt. 
C. Verses 49-75. 
The grafting back 
of Israel into the 
mother trunk. 
1. The roots (blood 
of Israel among the 
Gentiles) 
preserved. 
2. The natural 
branches grafted 
back—the last to 
be first,  
a. Lamanites. 
b. Jews.  
c. Lost Tribes. 

The Millennium 
1,000 years 

A. The good and 
bad gathered 
together. The good 
preserved, the bad 
cast out. 
B. The vineyard 
burned with fire. 

Monte S. Nyman, BOM Commentary Vol. 2, These Records Are True, p. 100 
 
Jacob 5 
 Even as the Lord of the vineyard and his workers strive to bolster, prune, purify, and otherwise make productive 
their trees in what amounts to a one-chapter historical sketch of the scattering and gathering of Israel, the deeper 
meaning of the Atonement undergirds and overarches their labors.  In spite of cuttings and graftings and nourishing 
that mix and mingle trees in virtually all parts of the vineyard, it is bringing them back to their source that is the 
principal theme of this allegory.  Returning, repenting, reuniting—at-one-ment—this is the message throughout. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant, 165 
 
Jacob 5:3 
Tame Olive Tree 
 What is the significance of an olive tree?  No tree was more important to the economy and culture of the Middle 
East: it was a fruit whose meat, oil, and seed were all consumed, utilized, or traded.  It was and is a tree known to all 
persons.  The olive tree is a natural symbol or metaphor for Israel.  It requires almost constant care before its fruit will 
have a texture and taste that is acceptable; continued pruning and digging and fertilization are essential before 
proper growth and fruitage can take place.  The olive tree lives for centuries and almost never dies.  Many of the 
older olive trees, for example, in what is believed today to have been the Garden of Gethsemane, would probably 
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have been roots in the days when Jesus and his Apostles walked and talked and prayed there almost two thousand 
years ago.    
 "Olive oil," wrote Truman G. Madsen, "was used both internally and externally.  It was a cooking oil, made better 
by heating, and was a condiment for salads and breads and meats.  The pure oil had other vital uses: it was an 
almost universal antidote, reversing the effects of a variety of poisons.  It was often used in a poultice believed to 
drain infection or sickness.  As an ointment, olive oil-mingled with other liquids-soothed bruises and wounds and 
open sores."  Further, "the image of pouring oil on troubled waters, and the associated olive branch of peace-such as 
the offering of peace and relief to Noah after raging seas-were common in Bible lore.  In other spiritual contexts oil 
was the token of forgiveness.  And hence Paul speaks of it as 'the oil of gladness.'" ("The Olive Press," Ensign, 
December 1982, pp. 58-59.)    
 And perhaps there is a typology not so readily apparent in the olive tree and its fruit, one which, like all things to 
the spiritually attentive, points toward and bears witness of him who is Eternal.  One Jewish legend identifies the tree 
of life as the olive tree. (See Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews 1:93; 2:119.)  It was during the closing hours 
of our Savior's mortal life that he "[trod] the winepress [or, we might say, oil press, since the word Gethsemane 
means literally “garden of the oil press”] alone, even the oil press "of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God" 
(see D&C 76:107; D&C 88:106; D&C 133:50; Isaiah 63:3).  "He who never took a backward step from the will of the 
Father, he who was supersensitive, could and did feel.  For us.  With us.  The pressure worked upon him, as the olive 
press worked upon the olive."  After his death on the cross, "at the last, a spear was thrust into his side.  Out of it 
flowed water and blood, as oil flows from the purged and pressed olive." (Madsen, "The Olive Press," p. 61.)    
 Thus the olive tree-the fruit of which is a symbol of light, peace, healing, nourishment, and of the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit- lends itself naturally to a representation of a people ordained, even in the councils of heaven, to a 
mission as vessels of spiritual light and peace and healing and nourishment, and of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
to all the world.  Such was the covenant God made with Abraham.    
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 2:, p.49-50 
 
Jacob 5:7, 11, 13, 32, 46, 47, 51, 66 
“It grieveth me” 
 An almost haunting declaration of this divine devotion is laced through these seventy-seven verses in the eight-
fold repetition of the line “it grieveth me that I should lose this tree.”  This long parable does outline Israel’s history, 
but soon enough the attentive reader senses a much more personal story coming from the printed page—the grief 
and the godly pain of a father anguishing over the needless destruction of His family. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Heroes from the Book of Mormon, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1995], 37 
 
Jacob 5:7 
“Lose this tree” 
 The literal seed of Abraham’s body, his natural descendants, those born with his blood flowing in their veins—
though they be scattered and scourged and lost in all nations—yet they have a right to certain blessings.  They have 
a right to hear the gospel, and if they accept it, to receive the priesthood, to have their own family units continue 
everlastingly so that they with Abraham shall have eternal life.  If they believe, they have the right to the gospel, the 
priesthood, and eternal life because they are the seed of Abraham.  The Lord operates through families; in general 
he sends his choice spirits to earth in the lineage of Abraham. 
Bruce R. McConkie, New Witness, p. 37; italics in original 
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Jacob 5:8 
“Graft them withersoever” 
 The scattering of Israel throughout the world sprinkled the blood that believes, so that many nations may now 
partake of the gospel plan. 
James E. Faust, Ensign, November 1982, 87 
 
Jacob 5:17 
“Fruit like unto the natural fruit” 
 After true conversion; after baptism of water and of the Spirit; after dross and iniquity have been burned out of 
the human soul as though by fire; and thus after one is adopted into the house of Israel—when these things have 
happened there is no distinction between Israelite and Gentile, no separation of spiritual states, no difference in 
ultimate rewards.  “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ,” Paul wrote.  “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:27-29.) 
Millet and McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on BOM, Vol. 2, p. 55 
 
Jacob 5:18 
“Strength of the root” 
 Once the blood of Israel courses through the veins of a former Gentile, the convert begins to bring forth tame 
fruit—deeds and works of righteousness befitting a covenant person, works and faith which lead one to life 
everlasting (see Teachings, pp. 149-50). 
Ibid 
 
“If we had not grafted…the tree…perished” 
 Converts—those from within and without the house of Israel—are the life blood of the Church in any age.  Their 
holy enthusiasm, zeal for righteousness, and childlike innocence and submission are ever an immense strength to 
the Church itself. 
Ibid 
 
Jacob 5:26-27 
Servant said, “let us nourish a little longer” 
 It appears the Lord occasionally proposes that a wicked people be destroyed from off the earth or cut off from 
the blessings of the covenant to test the mettle and concern of his servants, the prophets.  In such a case the noble 
spiritual leader then stands, like Jesus his exemplar, as a mediator for the people over whom he has charge. (JST, 
Exodus 32:9-11, 14, 30-33.) 
Ibid, p. 56 
 
Jacob 5:29 
A long time passed away 
 “When the gospel sun went down almost two millennia ago,” Elder Bruce R. McConkie explained, “when the 
priesthood was taken away and a dreary dusk descended in the congregations that once had known light, when light 
and truth no longer shone forth from heaven, and when those on earth no longer were taught and directed by 
apostles and prophets, then spiritual darkness reigned.  Darkness covered the earth and gross darkness the minds of 
the people (see Isaiah 60:2).  The dark ages had their beginning, and the light of heaven no longer dwelt in the 
hearts of those who professed to worship Him whose we are…. 
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 “True, the heaven still teemed with stars, an uncounted host of them, for there were many wise and good people 
who reflected forth to others such light and truth and goodness as they had.  And month after month a new moon 
arose to reflect such of heaven’s truths as came by instinct and from reason.  There was a St. Augustine, a 
Maimonides, a Joan of Arc, a Thomas More, a Michelangelo, a Galileo, a host of others—each for the month when 
their moon shone—who reflected such borrowed light as in their power lay.  But the light of heaven no longer shed its 
rays on the strait and narrow path which leads to eternal life…. 
 “But finally the heralds of a distant dawn came forth.  There was a Calvin, a Zwingli, a Luther, a Wesley; there 
were wise and good men—morning stars who shone more brightly than their fellows—who arose in every nation.  
There were men of insight and courage who were sickened by the sins and evils of the night.  These great souls 
hacked and sawed at the chains with which the masses were bound.  They sought to do good and to help their 
fellowmen—all according to the best light and knowledge they had.... 
 “When the set time had fully come—when the day for the promised restoration of all things was at hand—the 
Lord in heaven, in his infinite wisdom, mercy and goodness, sent from the courts of glory that eternal spirit whose 
foreordained mission it was to usher in the dispensation of the fullness of times.  Joseph Smith began his mortal life.  
It was December 23, 1805.  The sun was then just hidden by the mountain peaks.” (CR, April 1978, p. 17) 
Ibid, p. 57-58 
 
“The end soon cometh” 
 The final labor of the master of the vineyard and his servant takes place in the dispensation of the fullness of 
times.  Joseph Smith and his successors in this final dispensation of grace are Eliases before the coming of the 
Messiah.  We live now in the eleventh hour, in an era wherein final preparations are being made for the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord—his second coming in glory.  And the “end of the world” will be the destruction of the wicked 
(see Joseph Smith—Matthew 1:4, 31). 
Ibid, p. 58 
 
Jacob 5:32 
“Fruit, none of it good” 
 This morning we went to Delft [in the Netherlands] to see that historic and beautiful and attractive city, the place 
of the many, many canals.  It was very interesting to go to Delft and visit those two old churches there that go way 
back through the centuries.  One’s called the Old Church, one’s called the New Church.  They both looked old. 
 It was interesting to reflect there…. [The Lord said] to the boy prophet, “Having a form of godliness, but they 
deny the power thereof” (Joseph Smith—History 1:19).  That’s exactly what I was thinking about as we were in those 
old churches—a form of godliness but no life in their worship.  I know why the Lord restored this gospel in this great 
dispensation. 
Discourses of President Gordon B. Hinckley, 1995-99 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 1:427 
 
Jacob 5:33-35 
“Tree profiteth me nothing” 
 Lineage is almost insignificant when righteousness is absent.  Of what value to be of a noble family when one is 
not noble?  “For they are not all Israel,” Paul warned, “which are of Israel” (Romans 9:6). 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol. 2, p. 60 
 
 The master is concerned that the roots are now supporting branches that bring forth evil fruit; or in other words, 
the Lord is disappointed that the people grafted into the covenant have turned away to doing evil works. 
John L. Fowles, The Book of Mormon—Tenth Annual Symposium [Provo, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1986], 34 
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Jacob 5:36 
Roots are good 
 To the missionaries of the latter days the Lord has said: “Ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine 
elect,” for, the Lord explained, “mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts” (D&C 29:7).  For theirs was a 
“believing blood.”  “What then is believing blood?  It is the blood that flows in the veins of those who are the literal 
seed of Abraham—not that the blood itself believes, but that those born in that lineage have both the right and a 
special spiritual capacity to recognize, receive, and believe the truth.  The term is simply a beautiful, a poetic, and a 
symbolic way of referring to the seed of Abraham to whom the promises were made.  It identifies those who 
developed in preexistence the talent to recognize the truth and to desire righteousness.” (Bruce R. McConkie, New 
Witness, pp. 38-39.) 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol. 2, p. 60 
 
“Hitherto…brought forth…good fruit” 
 Erastus Snow said:  “Their blood has permeated European society, and it coursed in the veins of the early 
colonists of America.”  This is the blood that has been foremost among those spirits who have come forth to accept 
the gospel, those who did not “wait for the Elders to hunt them from the hills and corners of the earth, but they were 
hunting for the Elders, impelled by a spirit which then they could not understand; and for this reason were they 
among the first Elders of the Church; they and the fathers having been watched over from the days that God 
promised those blessings upon Isaac and Jacob and Joseph and Ephraim.  And these are they that will be found in 
the front ranks of all that is noble and good in their day and time, and who will be found among those whose efforts 
are directed in establishing upon the earth those heaven-born principles which tend directly to blessing and salvation, 
to ameliorating the condition of their fellow-men, and elevating them in the scale of their being; and among those also 
who receive the fullness of the Everlasting Gospel, and the keys of Priesthood in the last days, through whom God 
determined to gather up again unto himself a peculiar people, a holy nation, a pure seed that shall stand upon Mount 
Zion as saviors, not only to the house of Israel but also to the house of Esau.” 
JD, 23:186 
 
Jacob 5:37 
Wild branches overrun the roots 
 Gentile influence during the ages of apostasy—whether in the form of Greek philosophy or humanistic 
theology—had suppressed the truth and driven the Church of God into the wilderness.  Worldliness had replaced 
godliness; philosophy had replaced true religion; rhetoric had replaced prophecy; and reason had supplanted 
revelation.  Inappropriate actions will always follow on the heels of false beliefs; what we believe determines what we 
do. 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol. 2, p. 61 
 
Jacob 5:40 
“Wild fruit of the last” 
 The Nephites, once a noble and faithful branch, had withered away and died. 
Ibid, p. 62 
 
Jacob 5:41, 47, 49 
“What could I have done more?” 
 There is much more here than simply the unraveling of convoluted Israelite history.  Of greater significance in 
this allegory is the benevolent view of God that it provides.  He is portrayed here as one who repeatedly, 
painstakingly, endlessly tries to save the work of His hands and in moments of greatest disappointment holds His 
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head in His hands and weeps, “What could I have done more for my vineyard?” (Jacob 5:41, 47, 49).  This allegory is 
a declaration of divine love, of God’s unceasing effort as a father laboring on behalf of His children. 
Jeffrey R. Holland, Heroes from the Book of Mormon [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1995], 37 
 
 That vivid moment in the Book of Mormon allegory of the olive tree, when after digging and dunging, watering 
and weeding, trimming, pruning, transplanting, and grafting, the great Lord of the vineyard throws down his spade 
and his pruning shears and weeps, crying out to any who would listen, “What could I have done more for my 
vineyard?” 
 What an indelible image of God’s engagement in our live?  What anguish in a parent when His children do not 
choose Him nor “the gospel of God” He sent!  How easy to love someone who so singularly loves us! 
Jeffrey R. Holland, in Conference Report, Oct 2003 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2003], 74 
 
Jacob 5:44 
“Cut down that which cumbered this spot” 
 Reference here is to the destruction of the Jaredite nation.  See Ether 15; Moroni 9:23. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary, 2:62 
 
Jacob 5:48 
“Loftiness of the vineyard” 
 It is ever crucial with constant numerical growth of the Lord's Church that new converts (and lifelong members, 
for that matter) be properly schooled and enculturated in the fundamental and foundational doctrines and practices of 
the gospel. The Church must never be allowed to outgrow its roots, must never stray from its moorings; the 
enthusiasm of its members must be tempered with wisdom and understanding. A convert can be made in a day, but 
it takes time and seasoning to make a Saint.    
 In discussing the application of this portion of the allegory to latter-day Israel, Elder Carlos E. Asay observed: 
"Our personal vineyards become lofty and produce strange fruits when we polish only the 'outer vessel' of our lives 
and allow the 'inner' to rot away. I refer to people who perform religious rituals to receive the acclaim of 
congregations rather than the approval of conscience. I refer to those who become so immersed in administrative 
and management affairs that they have little time to read, pray, and ponder over the affairs of God. Such persons 
allow the branches to overcome the roots in their lives (see Matthew 23).    
 "In contrast, there are those who invest themselves solely in the books and dig for facts without using their 
knowledge to bless others. These ever-searching but never-applying souls permit their roots to overrun their 
branches.    
 "At a time when enemies were threatening Israel, they engaged in two actions simultaneously. First, they prayed 
unto their God, and second, they built a protective wall around their city. While engaged in prayer, they strengthened 
their spiritual rootings. While building the wall or performing outward duties, branches of security were allowed to 
grow. Note these words: 'We made our prayer ... and set a watch' (see Nehemiah 4:1-12).    
 "Of a surety, we must keep the roots and branches balanced. Prayer must complement practice; worship must 
equal work; and study must enhance service." ("Rooted and Built Up in Christ," in The Old Testament and the Latter-
day Saints, p. 13.)    
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 2:, p.64 
 
Jacob 5:49-51 
Desires of a righteous servant 
 The servant pleads with him to spare it a little longer, and the master consents.  Not wanting to lose the trees, he 
extends the time for more labor.  This shows that the righteous can influence the Lord.  He blesses men according to 
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the desires of their hearts….On one occasion Jesus was going to leave, but he perceived that the people desired him 
to stay a little longer with them.  His bowels were filled with compassion towards them, and he healed their sick, 
lame, and blind (see 3 Nephi 17:5-8).  Righteous servants can influence the Lord through desires and faith, just as 
the servant does in the allegory. 
John L. Fowles. The Book of Mormon—Tenth Annual Symposium [Provo, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1986], 34 
 
Jacob 5:53 
Mine own purpose 
 The gathering and preservation of the house of Israel is not simply a means whereby God can favor or reward a 
portion of his children.  Rather, it is the means whereby the Holy One of Israel can make available to all men and 
women—those naturally of Israel and those who obtain membership by adoption—the peace and joy of righteous 
family living here and the fullness of eternal life in the world to come, even the continuation of the family unit into 
eternity (see D&C 132-19-20). 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol. 2, p. 65 
 
Jacob 5:57-59 
The good overcome the evil 
 Joseph Smith the Prophet taught: “The Lord wants the tares and wheat to grow together: for Zion must be 
redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.  Every Elder that can, after providing for his family (if 
he has any_ and paying his debts, must go forth and clear his skirts from the blood of this generation….Instead of 
trying members for transgressions or offenses, let every one labor to prepare himself for the vineyard, sparing a little 
time to comfort the mourners; to bind up the broken-hearted; to reclaim the backslider; to bring back the wanderer; to 
re-invite into the kingdom such as have been cut off, by encouraging them to lay to while the day lasts, and to work 
righteousness, and, with one heart and one mind, prepare to help redeem Zion….Souls are as precious in the sight 
of God as they ever were; and the Elders were never called to drive any down to hell, but to persuade and invite all 
men everywhere to repent, that they may become the heirs of salvation.  It is the acceptable year of the Lord: liberate 
the captives that they may sing hosanna.” 
Teachings, pp. 76-77 
 
Jacob 5:58 
Trim up branches 
 The trimming of the branches of the olive tree in the last days must surely refer to the cleansing and purifying of 
the Saints of God, the preparation of the bride for the Bridegroom.  Sanctification is a refining process, usually a 
lengthy transformation whereby a man or woman begins to shed carnal cares and worldly whims and put on the 
attributes and character of Christ their Lord.  Paradoxically, it is only through the unconditional surrender of our 
hearts and minds to that which comes from above that we gain the absolute victory over the flesh (see D&C 
64:34)…. 
 “To read the signs of the times is to also become aware that ‘Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments’ 
(D&C 82:14); that the Church of the Lamb shall continue to require the tithes, offerings, and donations of its 
members,” the full energies of the Saints, “until that day when a full and consecrated life is required; and that through 
giving all to the Lord through his Church, the Saints of the Most High shall establish a heaven on earth and eventually 
receive the glorious assurance of exaltation in the highest heaven.” (Sustaining and Defending the Faith, pp. 32-33.) 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 4 vols., 2:, p.68 
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Jacob 5:59 
Take Strength because of goodness 
 There is a power and a predisposition—spiritual proclivities developed in their premortal existence—with which 
the descendants of Jacob are born into this world.  That is to say, they have been called.  Yet only through faithful 
obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel can they be numbered among the chosen. 
Ibid 
 
Good overcome evil 
 “Spirituality,” President David O. McKay explained, “is the consciousness of victory over self, and of communion 
with the Infinite” (Gospel Ideals, p. 390). 
 John the Revelator learned that he who overcomes shall not taste of the second death; shall eat of the hidden 
manna; shall have power over the nations to rule with a rod of iron, with the world of God; shall have his name written 
in the book of life; shall have the name of God written upon him; and shall sit with the Lord Jesus in his throne, even 
as Christ overcame the world and was granted the privilege of sitting down with his Father (see Revelation 2:11, 17, 
26-27; 3:5, 12, 21).  “Salvation,” Joseph Smith said, “is nothing more nor less than to triumph over all our enemies 
and put them under our feet.” (Teachings, p. 297.) 
Ibid 
 
Jacob 5:60 
Grafted into mother tree 
 The announcement that Israel is to be grafted into “their mother tree” affirms that the promises embrace literal 
blood lines.  The promise given to Abraham was that it would be the “literal seed, or the seed of [his] body,” who, in 
the last days, would hold the priesthood and bear the responsibility to take the message of salvation to all nations 
(Abraham 2:9, 11).  Such are “lawful heirs, according to the flesh” (D&C 86:9; 103:17-18; 132:30-32). 
Ibid, p. 70 
 
Jacob 5:60-61 
Servants 
 It is properly referred to as the “fullness of times” (D&C 112:30).  It is the period during which the Lord and his 
servants will make the final great effort to take the message of truth to all the peoples of the earth and to reclaim the 
descendants of ancient Israel who have lost their true identity. 
 The prophet Zenos, whom Jacob quotes in the Book of Mormon, compares this effort to the work of the laborers 
who prune and nurture a vineyard and gather its fruit for the last time…. 
 You have come to the earth when the foundation has been laid for this great work.  The gospel has been 
restored for the last time.  The Church has been established in almost every part of the world.  The stage is set for 
the final dramatic scenes to be enacted.  You will be the principal players.  You are among the last laborers in the 
vineyard.  This is the yoke that is set upon your necks.  This is the service for which you are chosen. 
Dean L. Larsen, in Conference Report, Apr. 1983 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1983], 47 
 
Jacob 5:63 
 In our day the message of the Restoration is taken first to the Gentiles (Israelites scattered among and identified 
with the Gentiles) and then to the house of Israel, meaning specifically the Lamanites and the Jews.  Thus the first 
(the Jews) shall, in the last days, be last; and the last (the Gentiles), shall, in the final dispensation, be first. 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on the BOM, Vol. 2, p. 71 
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Jacob 5:72 
“The Lord of the vineyard labored with them” 
 I can’t leave this conference without saying to you that I have a conviction that the Master hasn’t been absent 
from us on these occasions.  This is his church.  Where else would he rather be than right here at the headquarters 
of his church?  He isn’t an absentee master. 
Harold B. Lee, Ensign, January 1973, 134 
 

Jacob 5:73 
The Millennium—Last great gathering 
 The work of gathering—missionary work and the conversion of souls—will go forward in an unprecedented 
manner during the thousand years of peace.  There will be hosts of non-members of the Church and, for that matter, 
numerous churches on the earth as the Millennium begins.  But such shall not be the case as the glory of the 
Millennium grows in intensity through the thousand years.  “Some members of the Church have an erroneous idea,” 
President Joseph Fielding Smith observed, “that when the millennium comes all of the people are going to be swept 
off the earth except righteous members of the Church.  That is not so.  There will be millions of people…of all 
classes, and of all beliefs, still permitted to remain upon the face of the earth, but they will be those who have lived 
clean lives, those who have been free from wickedness and corruption.  All who belong, by virtue of their good lives, 
to the terrestrial order, as well as those who have kept the celestial law, will remain upon the face of the earth during 
the millennium. 
 “Eventually, however, the knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters do the sea.  But there will be 
need for the preaching of the gospel, after the millennium is brought in, until all men are either converted or pass 
away.  In the course of the thousand years all men will either come into the Church, or kingdom of God, or they will 
die and pass away.  In that day there will be no death until men are old.  Children will not die but will live to the age of 
a tree.  Isaiah says this is 100 years [Isaiah 65:17-25].  When the time comes for men to die, they will be changed in 
the twinkling of an eye, and there will be no graves.” (Doctrines of Salvation 1:86-87.)  “It follows,” wrote Elder Bruce 
R. McConkie, “that missionary work will continue into the Millennium until all who remain are converted….Then every 
living soul on earth will belong to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” (Millennial Messiah, p. 652.) 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on BOM, Vol. 2, p. 74 
 

Jacob 5:74 
Natural Fruit 
 You are all the sons and daughters of God.  Your spirits were created and lived as organized intelligences before 
the world was.  You have been blessed to have a physical body because of your obedience to certain 
commandments in that premortal state.  You are now born into a family to which you have come, into the nations 
through which you have come, as a reward for the kind of lives you lived before you came here and at a time in the 
world’s history, as the Apostle Paul taught the men of Athens [Acts 17:24-27] and as the Lord revealed to Moses 
[Deuteronomy 32:8-9], determined by the faithfulness of each of those who lived before this world was created…. 
 It would seem very clear, then, that those born to the lineage of Jacob, who was later to be called Israel, and his 
posterity, who were known as the children of Israel, were born into the most illustrious lineage of any of those who 
came upon the earth as mortal beings. 
 All these rewards were seemingly promised, or foreordained, before the world was.  Surely these matters must 
have been determined by the kind of lives we had lived in that premortal spirit world.  Some may question these 
assumptions, but at the same time they will accept without any question the belief that each one of us will be judged 
when we leave this earth according to his or her deeds during our lives here in mortality.  Isn’t it just as reasonable to 
believe that what we have received here in this earth life was given to each of us according to the merits of our 
conduct before we came here? 
Harold B. Lee, CR, October 1973, pp. 7-8 
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Jacob 5:75 
“Joy with me” 
 I learned as a 12-year-old boy the Boy Scout Oath:  “On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my 
country and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally 
awake, and morally straight” (Boy Scout Handbook, 10th ed. [1990], 5).  Now, that great opening statement, “On my 
honor, I will do my best”—that is all you have to worry about in missionary service.  Do your very best, and the Lord 
will take care of the fruit of your service. 
 You have to know that every time you bring a convert into this Church you bless a life—not one life, if he or she 
remains faithful, but many lives, for that which you do becomes the fruit of generations yet to come.  All of us here 
are the fruit of missionary work. 
Discourses of President Gordon B. Hinckley, 1995-99 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004], 1:404-405 
 
Jacob 5:77 
Evil fruit come again 
 We have been assured that in this last dispensation of the fullness of times, there will be no universal apostasy.  
When the Lord appears again in his glory, he will find a people who will have remained faithful and who will be ready 
to receive him and join with him in the completion of his work. 
 But the fact that there will not be a complete apostasy in this last dispensation does not mean all who have 
received the gospel and become members of the Church will remain faithful. 
Dean L. Larsen; as quoted in The Book of Mormon: Alma, The Testimony of the Word, ed. By Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate [Provo, 
Utah: Religious Studies Center, BYU, 1992], 5 
 
 There are a few teachers within the Church who while courting apostasy still want to remain members in the 
Church, for being members makes them more effective in misleading the Saints.  But their day of judgment is 
coming…. 
 The Lord has stated that his Church will never again be taken from the earth because of apostasy.  But he has 
also stated that some members of his Church will fall away. 
Ezra Taft Benson, in Conference Report, Oct. 1964 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1964], 58 
 
Jacob 5:77 
“Good and bad gathered” 
 As it was in the meridian of time among the Nephites (4 Nephi), so it shall be at t the end of the thousand years: 
pride, costly apparel, and a yearning for the “finer” things of the world shall grow up in the hearts of many.  Once 
again the forces of good will face the forces of evil.  “Satan will be loosed to gather his forces after the Millennium,” 
stated President Joseph Fielding Smith.  “The people who will be tempted, will be people living on this earth 
[mortals], and they will have every opportunity to accept the gospel or reject it.  Satan will have nothing whatever to 
do with little children, or grown people who have received their resurrection and entered into the celestial kingdom.” 
(Doctrines of Salvation 2:56-57; see also The Life Beyond, pp. 115-116.) 
 The Revelator wrote: “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and 
shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea” (Revelation 20:7-8), “Satan shall be bound,” the 
Lord explained, “that old serpent, who is called the devil, and shall not be loosed for the space of a thousand years.  
And then he shall be loosed for a little season, that he may gather together his armies.  And Michael, the seventh 
angel, even the arch-angel, shall gather together his armies, even the hosts of heaven.  And the devil shall gather 
together his armies; even the hosts of hell, and shall come up to battle against Michael and his armies.  And then 
cometh the battle of the great God [the Battle of Gog and Magog, a final struggle between good and evil at the end of 
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the Millennium—Teachings, p. 280]; and the devil and his armies shall be cast away into their own place, that they 
shall not have power over the saints any more at all.” (D&C 88:110-14.)  The destruction of the wicked at the time of 
the Second Coming is known as the “end of the world” (Joseph Smith—Mathew 1:4, 31, 55).  The final destruction of 
Satan and his hosts—the Battle of Gog and Magog—results in the “end of the earth” (D&C 43:31; 88:101; Joseph 
Smith—Matthew 1:55). 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on BOM, Vol. 2, p. 76 
 
Jacob 5:77 
Burn my vineyard 
 This is a reference to the cleansing and final celestialization of the earth, a time wherein the earth is purged of all 
that is of a lesser order than the very glory of God the Father.  “And the end shall come, and the heaven and the 
earth shall be consumed and pass away, and there shall be a new heaven and a new earth” (D&C 29:23).  “There 
was a new earth and new heavens when the Millennium commenced.  This is a second new heaven and new earth; 
it is the celestial earth and its heaven.  The language in each instance is similar, but the meaning is different.  In one 
instance the new earth is the paradisiacal [millennial] earth; in this case it is the celestial globe.”  Further, “whereas 
Christ the Son will grace the millennial earth with is presence, even God the Father will take up his abode, from time 
to time, on this earth in its celestial day.” (Millennial Messiah, pp. 696, 699.) 
Ibid, pp. 76-77 
 
Jacob 5—Conclusion 

THE ELEVENTH HOUR 
Had I been born 
To other centuries— 
How pleasant 
To stretch 
In the sun 
And choose from 
All life’s  
Possibilities 
This one, 
Or that. 
To prove the  
Earth is round, 
Or tame the ocean, 
To write a dictionary, 

Or expound 
On Shakespeare’s  
Subtle irony. 
 
But these are  
Daytime jobs. 
And, 
As I was born 
To time’s 
Saturday night, 
My ordained task 
Is to kindle 
The Sabbath light. 

Carol Lynn Pearson 

 
“By divine design you are primarily responsible for the nurture of your children.” 
 
Alma 32:37-43 
 37 And behold, as the tree beginneth to grow, ye will say: Let us nourish it with great care, that it may get root, that it may 
grow up, and bring forth fruit unto us. And now behold, if ye nourish it with much care it will get root, and grow up, and bring forth 
fruit. 
 38 But if ye neglect the tree, and take no thought for its nourishment, behold it will not get any root; and when the heat of 
the sun cometh and scorcheth it, because it hath no root it withers away, and ye pluck it up and cast it out. 
 39 Now, this is not because the seed was not good, neither is it because the fruit thereof would not be desirable; but it is 
because your ground is barren, and ye will not nourish the tree, therefore ye cannot have the fruit thereof. 
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 40 And thus, if ye will not nourish the word, looking forward with an eye of faith to the fruit thereof, ye can never pluck of the 
fruit of the tree of life. 
 41 But if ye will nourish the word, yea, nourish the tree as it beginneth to grow, by your faith with great diligence, and with 
patience, looking forward to the fruit thereof, it shall take root; and behold it shall be a tree springing up unto everlasting life. 
 42 And because of your diligence and your faith and your patience with the word in nourishing it, that it may take root in you, 
behold, by and by ye shall pluck the fruit thereof, which is most precious, which is sweet above all that is sweet, and which is 
white above all that is white, yea, and pure above all that is pure; and ye shall feast upon this fruit even until ye are filled, that ye 
hunger not, neither shall ye thirst. 
 43 Then, my brethren, ye shall reap the rewards of your faith, and your diligence, and patience, and long-suffering, waiting 
for the tree to bring forth fruit unto you. 
 
Nurture or nourish— 

1. Sustain with food 
2. Supply what is necessary for life, health, and growth 
3. Cherish 
4. Strengthen and promote 
5. Give warm affectionate physical and emotional support and care 
6. Bring up and train 
7. Educate 

 
Nourish Labor Cut down 
Prune Plant Transplant 
Dig Weep Grieve 
Pluck off Care Balance root and top 
Cast out Dung Preserve 
Burn Stretch forth hand all day long Lay up fruit 
Graft Spare a little longer Snatch 
Watch Call more servants to help Rejoice 
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