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Jacob 3:1-2 
“Pure in Heart” 
 To become pure in heart—to achieve exaltation—we must alter our attitudes and priorities to a condition of 
spirituality, we must control our thoughts, we must reform our motives, and we must perfect our desires. 
Dallin H. Oaks, Pure in Heart, p. 140 
 
 Zion can be built up only among those who are the pure in heart, not a people torn by covetousness or greed, 
but a pure and selfless people.  Not a people who are pure in appearance, rather a people who are pure heart.  Zion 
is to be in the world and not of the world, not dulled by a sense of carnal security, nor paralyzed by materialism.  No, 
Zion is not things of the lower, but of the higher order, things that exalt the mind and sanctify the heart. 
Spencer W. Kimball, CR, Apr. 1978, p. 122 
 
Jacob 3:1 
“Firmness of mind” 
 To look to God with “firmness of mind” is to be constant and undeterred in one’s progress toward that life which 
is like God’s; it is to have undimmed vision of the plans and purposes of the Almighty; to enjoy peace and confidence 
in the Master as the tespests rage on all sides.  To look to God with firmness of mind is to be, as Nephi said, 
steadfast in Christ (see 2 Nephi 31:19-20)—to pursue an undeviating course. 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on BOM, Vol 2, p. 24 
 
“Pray unto Him with exceeding faith” 
 In a theological school held in Kirtland during the winter of 1834-35, Heber C. Kimball related a story of simple 
faith that touched a responsive cord in the Prophet’s heart and revealed the quality of faith which he possessed.  
Kimball’s little daughter had broken a saucer and for the act was promised a whipping, to be administered by her 
mother when she returned from a visit on which she was just starting.  While her mother was away, the girl went out 
under an apple tree and prayed that her mother’s heart might be softened so that the promised punishment might not 
be administered.  Mrs. Kimball was very careful to fulfill her promises to her children, but upon returning she had no 
disposition to chastise her chlid. Later the child told her mother that she had prayed to God that she might not receive 
the whipping.  “Joseph wept like a child on hearing this simple narrative and its application,’ Kimball reported. 
 In the Prophet’s reaction may be found a key to his nature.  He, too, knew the power of childlike faith.  Hence the 
narration of that simple incident deeply touched him.  At another time he sat down to eat a scanty meal of corn bread, 
and prayed, “Lord, we thank Thee for this johnny cake, and ask Thee to send us something better.  Amen.”  Before 
the bread had been eaten, a man came to the door and asked if Joseph were home, and upon being informed that 
he was, said, “I have brought you some flour and a ham.”  After thanking the man and blessing him for the gift, the 
Prophet rturned to his wife and said, “I knew the Lord would answer my prayer.” 
Hyrum L. Andrus, Joseph Smith, the Man and the Seer [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1970], 58-59 
 
“Console you in your afflictions” 
 The Holy Spirit speaks peace to the hearts of…disconsolate mortals he is called the Comforter.  He brings peace 
and solace, love and quiet enjoyment, the joy of redemption and the hope of eternal life. 
Bruce R. McConkie, New Witness for the Articles of Faith, 268 
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Jacob 3:2 
“Feast upon His love” 
 The Prophet Joseph taught us what it means to feast on the scriptures.  He said that the Book of Mormon would 
get a man “nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than by any other book” (History of the Church, 4:461).  You will 
grow closer to the Lord and love Him more.  That is the promise in Jacob 3:2…. 
 You and those you love will receive the word of God by obeying it.  That will allow them to feel His love.  That is 
one of the great blessings of the gift of the Holy Ghost.  When we feel that love, we can know that our course in life is 
approved of God.  That is the feast of the delicious fruit described in the Book of Mormon (see 1 Nephi 11:21-23; 
15:36). 
Henry B. Eyring, in Conference Report, Oct. 2003 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2003], 96 
 
Jacob 3:3 
Repent 
 There is forgiveness for the sinner who truly repents.  God’s mercy is just as boundless as his justice. 
J. Reuben Clark Jr., in Conference Report, October 1938, 138 
 
Jacob 3:7 
“Husbands love wives—wives love husbands” 
 The way we treat our wives could well have the greatest impact on the character of our sons.  If a father is guilty 
of inflicting verbal or physical abuse in any degree on his companion, his sons will resent him for it, perhaps even 
despise him for it.  But interestingly enough, when they are grown and marry, they are likely to follow the same patter 
of abuse with their wives.  There is an urgent need in our society for fathers who respect their wives and gtreat them 
with sweet, tender love. 
 Recently, I heard of a father who foolishly called his beautiful, intelligent wife “stupid” and “dumb” in a most 
degrading manner for some small mistake she innocently made.  The children listened, embarrassed and frightened 
for their mother.  She was belittled in front of those that she loved most.  Although an apology and forgiveness were 
expressed, there still remained the hurt and shame of a senseless moment. 
 The Spirit of the Lord cannot be expected to bless our lives if we persist in being angry, callous, and cruel to our 
mates.  We cannot expect our sons to develop respect and gentlesness toward their mothers if we do not provide 
them a proper example.  President David O. McKay said, “The most important thing a father can do for his children is 
to love their mother.” (quoted from Theodore Hesburgh, Reader’s Digest, Jan. 1963, 25; in Richard Evans’ Quote 
Book [1971], 11). 
F. Melvin Hammond, in Conference Report, Oct. 2002 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2002], 107 
 
Jacob 3:7, 9 
Love their children 
 Too often, out of our own frustration and weakness, we raise our hands to strike our children, usually in an 
attempt to protect our own selfish pride.  Every child needs to be disciplined.  Not only do they need it; they expect it; 
they want it.  Discipline gives direction and teaches self-control, but in all discipline there should be a sense of 
righteous judgment and pure lvoe. 
 When I was a little boy, my widowed mother gave me the most severe discipline possible.  She said, with tears 
in her eyes, “My son, I am so disappointed in you.”  The pain in my heart was more than I could bear.  A thousand 
lashes could not have cut me so deeply.  I knew that such a rebuke could only have been made to me out of her pure 
love, for if there was one thing that I was certain of, it was that my mother loved me.  I resolved never again to be 
subject to the disappointment and the broken heart of an angel mother.  I believe that I have succeeded in that 
resolve. 
F. Melvin Hammond, in Conference Report, Oct. 2002 [Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2002], 108 
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Jacob 3:7-10 
 Behavioral patterns and attitudes frequently continue from generation to generation.  Posterity is often beholden 
to ancestry for their views of God, man, and the purposes of life.  Though it is true that each person who comes to 
earth is responsible to cleave to the truth and reject falsehoods, it is also true that in the eyes of the Lord parents and 
grandparents bear the burden for that which they taught or failed to teach their offspring (see D&C 68:25; 93:39).  In 
speaking of the wickedness of the days of Noah, the Lord explained to Enoch: “Among all the workmanship of mine 
hands there has not been so great wickedness as among thy brethren.  But behold, their sins shall be upon the 
heads of their fathers.” (Moses 7:36-37; italics added.) 
 In addition, most of the Lamanites did not sin against light, as did their Nephite kinsmen.  The Nephites simply 
knew better, and the Lord would inflict a punishment upon them far more readily than upon those whose sins and 
disbelief resulted from ignorant tradition.  “For behold,” Nephi, son of Helaman, said, the Lamanites “are more 
righteous than you, for they have not sinned against that great knowledge which ye [the Nephites] have received; 
therefore the Lord will be merciful unto them; yea, he will lengthen out their days and increase their seed, even when 
thou shalt be utterly destroyed except thou shalt repent” (Helaman 7:24).  It is the light of the soul and not the color of 
the skin by which one is judged. 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on BOM, Vol 2 p. 30-31 
 
Jacob 3:11 
Death 
First death Adam and Eve cast out of the presence of God. 
Second death “To turn a deaf ear tot eh words of life and reject the counsel of the Lord’s servants.” 
Millet & McConkie, Doctrinal Commentary on BOM, Vol 2 p. 30 
 
 The only persons who will be completely overcome by this dreadful fate are the sons of perdition, who go with 
the devil and his angels into “outer darkness.”  All the rest of mankind, even the wicked, will receive some measure of 
salvation after they suffer the wrath of God.  However, they will of necessity be brought to repentance and 
acceptance of the gospel of Jesus Christ as far as it will apply to them.  They will not be given the ordinances which 
do not pertain in their kingdoms.  From the reading fo other passages we discover that there will be great multitudes 
embracing the vast majority of mankind, who will never be privileged to come back to dwell in the presence of the 
Father and the Son.  These receive banishment from their presence, but not entirely do they get beyond the divine 
benediction…. 
 All those who are permanently subject to the second death are those who have had the testimony of the Holy 
Ghost and who have known the truth and then have rejected it and put Christ to open shame. 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 1:76, 78 
 
 The more I see of life, the more I am convinced that we must impress you young people with the awfulness of 
sin rather than to content ourselves with merely teaching the way of repentance. (Youth and the Church, pp. 87-88.)  
The heaviest burden that one has to bear in this life is the burden of sin. 
“Stand Ye in Holy Places,” Ensign, July 1973, p. 123 
 
 President Gordon B. Hinckley said:  “There are Goliaths all around you, hulking giants with evil intent to destroy 
you.  These are not nine-foot-tall men, but they are men and institutions that control attractive but evil things that may 
challenge and weaken and destroy you.  Included in these are beer and other liquors and tobacco.  Those who 
market these products would like to enslave you into their use.  There are drugs of various kinds which, I am told, are 
relatively easy to obtain in many high schools.  For those who peddle them, this is a multimillion-dollar industry, a 
giant web of evil.  There is pornography, seductive and interesting and inviting.  It has become a giant industry, 
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producing magazines, films, and other materials designed to take your money and lead you toward activities that 
would destroy you. 
 “The giants who are behind these efforts are formidable and skillful.  They have gained vast experience in the 
war they are carrying on.  They would like to ensnare you. 
 “It is almost impossible to entirely avoid exposure to their products.  You see these materials on all sides.  But 
you need not fear if you have the slingshot of truth in your hands.  You have been counseled and taught and advised.  
You have the stones of virtue and honor and integrity to use against these enemies who would like to conquer you.  
Insofar as you are concerned, you can hit them ‘between the eyes,’ to use a figurative expression.  You can triumph 
over them by disciplining yourselves to avoid them.  You can say to the whole lot of them as David said to Goliath, 
‘Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou has defied.’ 
 “Victory will be yours….You have His power within you to sustain you.  You have the right to ministering angels 
about you to protect you.  Do not let Goliath frighten you.  Stand your ground and hold your place, and you will be 
triumphant.” 
In Conference Report, Apr. 1983, 66; or Ensign, May 1983, 46, 51 


