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2 Nephi 3:1-25 
Prophet of the Latter Days 
 It was decreed in the counsels of eternity, long before the foundations of the earth were laid, that he, Joseph 
Smith, should be the man, in the last dispensation of this world, to bring forth the word of God to the people, and 
receive the fullness of the keys and power of the Priesthood of the Son of God.  The Lord had his eyes upon him, 
and upon his father, and upon his father’s father, and upon their progenitors clear back to Abraham, and from 
Abraham to the flood, from the flood to Enoch, and from Enoch to Adam.  He has watched that family and that blood 
as it has circulated from its fountain to the birth of that man.  He was fore-ordained in eternity to preside over this last 
dispensation. 
Young, Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 108 
 
 Joseph son of Lehi:  Verses 1, 3, 22, 23, 25 
 Joseph of Egypt:  Verses 4-7, 14-16, 22 
 Joseph Smith Jr. (also referred to as “a choice seer”):  Verses 6-11, 13-15, 18 
 Joseph Smith Sr.  Verse 15 
 The etymology of the name Joseph is usually given as “the Lord addeth.”…Though appropriate, such renderings 
have veiled a richer meaning associated with the name.  In Genesis 30:24,…the Hebrew text reads Asaph, which 
means “he who gathers,” “he who causes to return.”…Thus the great prophet of the Restoration was given the name 
that…describes his divine calling. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary, 1:209 
 
2 Nephi 3:3 
“Thy seed shall not utterly be destroyed” 
 They could have been among Hagoth’s people that went “northward” (see Alma 63:5). 
 Many Nephites dissented and joined the Lamanites (see Alma 43:13, 47:35; Moroni 9:24). 
 There were some periods of history when Lamanites and Nephites had peaceful interaction with each other (see 
Helaman 6:7).  During this time there could have been intermarriage. 
 Joseph Smith found the remains of a “white Lamanite” (see Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 
3:238). 
 
2 Nephi 3:5 
Righteous Branch 
 In his patriarchal blessing, Joseph Smith Jr. was told:  “I bless thee with…the blessings of thy father Joseph, the 
son of Jacob.  Behold he looked after his posterity in the last days;…he sought diligently to know from whence the 
son should come who should bring forth the word of the Lord, by which they might be enlightened and brought back 
to the true fold, and his eyes beheld thee, my son; his heart rejoiced and his soul was satisfied.” 
Archibald F. Bennett, Saviors on Mount Zion, 68 
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2 Nephi 3:6-7 
How is Joseph Smith “like unto Moses”? 

Joseph Smith Jr. Moses 
In 1830 members of the Church suffered 
persecutions in the New York State area.  
Joseph told them that the Lord would deliver 
them from their enemies and lead them to a 
“land of promise, a land flowing with milk and 
honey” (D&C 38:18). 

In about 1300 B.C. the children of Israel were 
suffering bondage to the Egyptians.  Moses told 
them the Lord would deliver them from their 
enemies and lead them to “a land flowing with 
milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8). 

Once the Saints arrived in the state of Ohio, the 
Lord told Joseph, “I will give unto you my law” 
(D&C 38:32). 

After the children of Israel left Egypt and 
gathered in the wilderness of Sinai, Moses was 
given the “law” (Exodus 24:12). 

Ohio was not the ultimate destination of Zion, but 
many important things happened there (D&C 57:1-
3). 

The wilderness of Sinai was not the ultimate 
destination of the children of Israel, but many 
important things happened there (Exodus 13). 

The Lord made a “spokesman” (Sidney Rigdon) 
for Joseph (2 Nephi 3:18). 

The Lord made a “spokesman” (Aaron) for 
Moses (Exodus 4:14-16). 

Joseph received many of the ten 
commandments as part of the law (D&C 42:18-29). 

While in the wilderness of Sinai, Moses received 
the ten commandments as part of the law (Exodus 
20:3-17). 

In Ohio, Joseph oversaw the construction of the 
first temple in this dispensation (D&C 109 and 110). 

In the wilderness of Sinai, Moses constructed the 
tabernacle, a portable temple (Exodus 25-31). 

Joseph sent men to the promised land of 
Missouri, whose capital was to be the New 
Jerusalem (D&C 57:1-3).  

Moses sent men to the promised land of 
Canaan, whose capital was to be Jerusalem 
(Numbers 13). 

Zion was not fully established in the promised 
land of Missouri in the days of Joseph (D&C 58:4, 
44). 

Zion was not established in the promised land of 
Canaan in the days of Moses (Deuteronomy 34:4-5). 

The New Jerusalem will be built and become a 
co-capital during the Millennium (Isaiah 2:3). 

Jerusalem will be rebuilt and become a co-
capital during the Millennium (Isaiah 2:3). 

 
 These prophecies concerning the work of Moses and that of Joseph Smith were recorded on the brass plates 
obtained by the sons of Lehi.  In fulfillment of the Lord’s promise, these few sentences have been restored; and we 
hereby learn something of the greatness of the Prophet Joseph Smith.  Among those who were called in the great 
council, he held a place of distinction and honor and a wonderful work for the salvation, not only of the house of Israel 
but also for all mankind on the face of the earth, was foreordained and assigned to him ages before he was born. 
 President John Taylor spoke truly when he said: 
 Joseph Smith the Prophet and Seer of the Lord, ahs done more, save Jesus only, for the salvation of men in this 
world, than any other man that ever lived in it. 
 It seems to me that even we, the Latter-day Saints, who have accepted him as a prophet of God, have to a great 
extent failed to recognize him and esteem him as fully as we should for the great work which, under the guidance of 
Jesus Christ, he performed for us and for the whole world.  Yet, like so many of the prophets of old, and even the 
Savior himself, he has received the thanks of an unbelieving world by sacrifice and martyrdom. 
 Any who think that the Father and the Son are without knowledge of the history of this world from its beginning to 
its end, have reason to humble themselves and repent.  The day will surely come, when the Lord will reveal all that 
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was made known to Enoch, Moses, and the brother of Jared, which is now hidden from our knowledge because of 
the hardness of our hearts, for this cannot come only in a day of humility and righteousness. 
Answers to Gospel Questions, 5:184-85, 1972 
 
 It was decreed in the counsels of eternity, long before the foundations of the earth were laid, that he, Joseph 
Smith, should be the man, in the last dispensation of this world, to bring forth the word of God to the people, and 
receive the fullness of the keys and power of the Priesthood of the Son of God.  The Lord had his eyes upon him, 
and upon his father, and upon his father’s father and upon their progenitors clear back to Abraham, and from 
Abraham to the flood, from the flood to Enoch, and from Enoch to Adam.  He has watched that family and that blood 
as it has circulated from its fountain to the birth of that man.  He was fore-ordained in eternity to preside over this last 
dispensation. 
Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 425 
 
 I honor and revere the name of Joseph Smith.  I delight to hear it; I love it.  I love his doctrine.  What I have 
received from the Lord, I have received by Joseph Smith; he was the instrument made use of.  If I drop him, I must 
drop these principles; for they have not been revealed, declared, or explained by any other man since the days of the 
Apostles.  If I lay down the Book of Mormon, I shall have to deny that Joseph is a Prophet; and if I lay down the 
doctrine and cease to preach the gathering of Israel and the building up of Zion, I must lay down the Bible; and, 
consequently I might as well go home as undertake to preach without these three items. 
 I felt like shouting Hallelujah, all the time, when I think that I ever knew Joseph Smith, the Prophet whom the Lord 
raised up and ordained, and to whom he gave the keys and power to build up the kingdom of God on earth and 
sustain it. 
Discourses of Brigham Young, sel. John A. Widtsoe [1941], 458 
 
 The Indian chiefs remained at Nauvoo until the Prophet returned and had his trial. During their stay they had a 
talk with Hyrum Smith in the basement of the Nauvoo House. Wilford Woodruff and some others were present. They 
were not free to talk, and did not wish to communicate their feelings until they could see the great Prophet.      
 At length, on the 2nd day of July, 1843, President Joseph Smith and several of the Twelve met those chiefs in 
the court-room, with about twenty of the elders. The following is a synopsis of the conversation which took place as 
given by the interpreter:-      
 The Indian orator arose and asked the Prophet if the men who were present were all his friends. Answer-"Yes."      
 He then said-"We as a people have long been distressed and oppressed. We have been driven from our lands 
many times. We have been wasted away by wars, until there are but few of us left. The white man has hated us and 
shed our blood, until it has appeared as though there would soon be no Indians left. We have talked with the Great 
Spirit, and the Great Spirit has talked with us. We have asked the Great Spirit to save us and let us live; and the 
Great Spirit has told us that he had raised up a great Prophet, chief, and friend, who would do us great good and tell 
us what to do; and the Great Spirit has told us that you are the man (pointing to the Prophet Joseph). We have now 
come a great way to see you, and hear your words, and to have you to tell us what to do. Our horses have become 
poor traveling, and we are hungry. We will now wait and hear your word."      
 The Spirit of God rested upon the Lamanites, especially the orator. Joseph was much affected and shed tears. 
He arose and said unto them: "I have heard your words. They are true. The Great Spirit has told you the truth. I am 
your friend and brother, and I wish to do you good. Your fathers were once a great people. They worshiped the Great 
Spirit. The Great Spirit did them good. He was their friend; but they left the Great Spirit, and would not hear his words 
or keep them. The Great Spirit left them, and they began to kill one another, and they have been poor and afflicted 
until now.      
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 The Great Spirit has given me a book, and told me that you will soon be blessed again. The Great Spirit will soon 
begin to talk with you and your children. This is the book which your fathers made. I wrote upon it (showing them the 
Book of Mormon). This tells what you will have to do. I now want you to begin to pray to the Great Spirit. want you to 
make peace with one another, and do not kill any more Indians: it is not good. Do not kill white men; it is not good; 
but ask the Great Spirit for what you want, and it will not be long before the Great Spirit will bless you, and you will 
cultivate the earth and build good houses like white men. We will give you something to eat and to take home with 
you."      
 When the Prophet's words were interpreted to the chiefs, they all said it was good. The chief asked, "How many 
moons would it be before the Great Spirit would bless them?" He [Joseph] told them, Not a great many.      
 At the close of the interview, Joseph had an ox killed for them, and they were furnished with some more horses, 
and they went home satisfied and contented.      
Joseph Smith, History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 7 vols., introduction and notes by B. H. Roberts, 5:, p.480-481 
 
2 Nephi 3:8 
“None other work” 
 Joseph Smith was martyred in Carthage, Illinois, on the 27th of June, 1844-14 years after the organization of the 
Church. What did he accomplish in these 14 years? He opened up communication with the heavens in his youth. He 
brought forth the Book of Mormon, which contains the fullness of the Gospel; and the revelations contained in the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants; restored the holy Priesthood unto man; established and organized the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, an organization which has no parallel in all the world, and which all the cunning and 
wisdom of men for ages has failed to discover or produce and never could have done. He founded colonies in the 
States of New York, Ohio, Missouri and Illinois, and pointed the way for the gathering of the Saints into the Rocky 
Mountains; sent the Gospel into Europe and to the islands of the sea; founded the town of Kirtland, Ohio, and there 
built a temple that cost about a quarter of a million of dollars; he founded the city of Nauvoo in the midst of 
persecution; gathered into Nauvoo and vicinity some 20,000 people, and commenced the building of the temple 
there, which when completed cost one million dollars; and in doing all this he had to contend against the prejudices of 
the age, against relentless persecution, mobocracy and vile calumny and slander, that were heaped upon him from 
all quarters without stint or measure. In a word, he did more in from 14 to 20 years for the salvation of man than any 
other man save Jesus only, that ever lived…. 
Joseph F. Smith, Journal of Discourses 24:14-15 
 
2 Nephi 3:12 
 The stick or record of Judah—the Old Testament and the New Testament—and the stick or record of Ephraim—
the Book of Mormon, which is another testament of Jesus Christ—are now woven together in such a way that as you 
pore over one you are drawn to the other; as you learn from one you are enlightened by the other.  They are indeed 
one in our hands.  Ezekiel’s prophecy now stands fulfilled. 
Boyd K. packer, Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled, 8-9.  See also Ezekiel 37:16-17, 19 
 
 It is only when the Bible and the Book of Mormon are used as one that we gain the power to confound false 
doctrines, bring an end to contentions, and establish the pure peace of the gospel.  In the historical sense, the Bible 
has been a book of war and bloodshed as men and nations have quarreled over its meaning; innumerable martyrs 
have been left in its wake, and Europe was virtually torn asunder.  The Book of Mormon, standing as an independent 
witness to the Bible, with its purity of translation and clarity of language, is the harbinger of peace. 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol 1, p. 207-208 
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2 Nephi 3:12 
 The Lord prefers prophets to scholars, meekness to wealth, and simplicity to the magnificence and splendor of 
the world.  Christ was born in a stable, not a Roman palace: his Apostles, with the exception of Judas, were 
unlearned fishermen of Galilee, their places of worship the hillsides and plains of Palestine.  In our modern day the 
missionaries destined to take the gospel to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people are described as “the weak 
things of the world, those who are unlearned and despised.”  These the Lord has called “to thrash the nations” by the 
power of his Spirit (D&C 35:13). 
Ibid, p. 208 
 
2 Nephi 3:13 
“Out of weakness he shall be made strong” 
 Joseph Smith (as a young man)…could neither write nor dictate a coherent and well-worded letter, let alone 
dictate a book like the Book of Mormon, and though I was an active participant in the scenes that transpired, was 
present during the translation of the plates, and had cognizance of things as they transpired, it is marvelous to me—a 
marvel and a wonder—as much as to anyone else….My belief is that the Book of Mormon is of divine authenticity—I 
have not the slightest doubt of it…when acting as his scribe, your father (she was being interrogated by her son) 
would dictate to me hour after hour; and when returning after meals, or interruptions, he would at once begin where 
he had left off, without either seeing the manuscript or having any portion of it read to him.  This was an unusual thing 
for him to do.  It would have been improbable that a learned man could do this and for one so ignorance and 
unlearned as he was, it was simply impossible. 
Emma Smith, The Witnesses of the Book of Mormon, Preston Nibley, pp. 28-29 
 
2 Nephi 3:15 
 The Prophet’s father was the first to hold the office of patriarch in this dispensation.  Such was his right by birth, 
he being “the oldest man of the blood of Joseph” (HC 3:381), meaning that he was the oldest direct lineal descendant 
of Joseph of Egypt on earth at the time.  How appropriate that the first patriarch (“head” or “prince of the tribe”) 
should bear the name of his ancient fore-father, who saw and prophesied of him! 
Millet & McConkie, BOM Commentary, Vol. 1, p. 210 
 
2 Nephi 3:17-18 
“Spokesman” 
 Joseph was told that the seer of the latter days would also have a spokesman appointed for him.  Although he, 
himself, would have the responsibility of bringing forth the writings of Joseph’s descendants (The Book of Mormon), 
the spokesman would have the responsibility of going forth to declare it.  This turned out to be Oliver Cowdery whom 
the Lord designated as “The first preacher of this church unto the church, and before the world, yea, before the 
Gentiles; yea, and thus saith the Lord God, lo! To the Jew also” (D&C 21:12).  Later, the Lord specifically said that 
Oliver Cowdery had a calling “even as Aaron (the spokesman of Moses), to declare faithfully the commandments and 
the revelations, with power and authority unto the church” (D&C 28:3).  After Oliver Cowdery fell, Sidney Rigdon was 
designated the “spokesman” (D&C 100:89). 
Cleon Skousen, Treasures of the Book of Mormon, 1:204 
 
 God afterwards revealed that this man, [Sidney Rigdon] was to be a spokesman, and he became the spokesman 
to this people and to the world for the prophet Joseph.  Those who knew Sidney Rigdon, know how wonderfully God 
inspired him, and with what wonderful eloquence he declared the word of God to the people.  He was a mighty man 
in the hands of God, as a spokesman, as long as the prophet lived, or up to a short time before his death.  Thus you 
see that even this…was predicted about 1,700 years before the birth of the Savior, and was quoted by Lehi 600 
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years before the same event, and about 2,400 years before its fulfillment, and was translated by the power of God 
through his servant Joseph, as was predicted…. 
George Q. Cannon, Journal of Discourses, 25:126 
 
2 Nephi 3:18 
 Someone of the seed of Joseph…would write the Lord’s law, and yet another, a spokesman, would declare it…. 
 …With this in mind, note these words of the Lord:  “…I will give unto him [Mormon] that he shall write the writing 
of the fruit of thy loins [the Nephites], unto the fruit of thy loins [the Lamanites]; and the spokesman of thy loins 
[Joseph Smith] shall declare it.”  That is, Mormon wrote the Book of Mormon, but what he wrote was taken from the 
writings of the Nephite prophets; and these writings, compiled into one book, were translated by Joseph Smith and 
sent forth by him unto the Lamanites. 
Bruce R. McConkie, New Witness for the Articles of Faith, 426 
 
2 Nephi 3:24 
 The Lamanite must rise in majesty and power…And in the day when their prophet shall come, one shall 
rise…mighty among them…being an instrument in the hands of God, with exceeding faith, to work mighty wonders... 
(2 Nephi 3:24).  When the time is right, the Lord will raise him up. 
Elder Spencer W. Kimball, CR, Oct. 1947, 22 
 

Joseph of Egypt Joseph Smith 
1.  Forsaken by older brothers 1.  Forsaken by Christian churches 
2.  Birthright given to younger Joseph 2.  Fulfillment in Joseph Smith 
3.  Coat of many colors 3.  Temple covenants—robes  
4.  Joseph = increaser, he who causes to return, 
God gathereth 

4.  Fulfillment 

5.  Destiny revealed 5.  Destiny revealed—temple  
6.  Imprisoned 6.  Imprisoned 
7.  Talked of his destiny—hated brothers only 
united in hatred 

7.  Same--The popular Jewish author Elie Wiesel in 
writing of the life of Joseph of Egypt observed: "He aroused 
hate or love, fear or admiration. Never indifference. Some 
sought him out, while others avoided him, but nobody failed 
to notice him. Nobody failed to take stand for or against 
him." 
Wiesel, Elie. Messengers of God, Biblical Portraits and Legends. New York: 
Random House, 1976., p. 129 

8.  17 years old when destiny revealed 8.  17 years old—Moroni revealed destiny 
9.  Obedient 9.  Obedient 
10.  Betrayed by brothers 10.  Betrayed by brothers in Gospel 
11.  Keeper of Prison—all prisoners under his 
care 

11.  Keeper of Spirit Prison—stands at head of 
this dispensation 

12.  17 years old cast into desert 12.  Church 17 years old—left for Utah 
13.  Interpreted dreams 13.  JST, Abraham papyrus 
14.  Famine—Joseph fed them 14.  Spiritual famine—Joseph fed them the BOM 
15.  Joseph sustained by Egypt 15.  Joseph lifted by Gentile nation 
16.  Granted wealth to family 16.  Granted wealth to modern Israel 
17.  Saved ancient Israel 17.  Saved modern Israel (last days) 

Joseph Fielding McConkie, Gospel Symbolism, p. 38-42 
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